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This March yeek has brought a deep and painf'ul challenge to 

the unending search for American freedom . That challenge is not 

yet over . But before it is ended every resource of this government 

will be di~ected to ensuring justice for men of all races in 

Alabama and everywhere in this land. That is the meaning of the oath 
~(...~ -c. 11.) 

I swore ~ Almighty God when I took r,office. That is what I believe 

in with all my heart . That is what this people demand. 

Last Sunday a group of Negro Americans in Selma, Alabama 

attempted peacefully to protest the denial of the most basic political 
So...... -. 

right of all -- the right to vote . They were attacked, and IMllllf" were 

brutally beaten, ~ 9if'i:;i,~Hil;r?fi Qf tlaa ete;te . 

From that moment, until this, we have acted effectively to 

protect the constitutional rights of the citizens of Selma, and to 

prevent further violence and lawlessnesstt.. d ''·-~ ,1.~ ....~ ,,
( v-~, •,. 'i r ' ", " I~ ,,,,.. t 7 " . , ~ c:;'tlC 

More than seventy federal official~ave been continuously ,;' ~ 

present in Selma~o~g~f{~the peace and enforce the law. 4"' 

At all times the full power of the fedetal government~ 

t_rQ.OPS1' if nec.essa:r:~c-~has been ready to protect the people of Selma 

against further lawlessness . 

But the final answer to t~s problem will be found, not in armed 

confrontation, but in the process of law . We have acted to bring 

this conf'lict from the streets to the courtroom . Your government 

has asked the federal court to order the law officials of Alabama 

not to interfere with Anerican citizens who are peacefully demonstrating 

for their constitutuional rights . 

When the court l:Rs made its order, it ~be enf'orced. 
c.c.......~-'\ fM,-..) l..tnJ/i ~ 

repeatef: nob ielscad &a p&mt ""the events of last Sunday N be 
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But the demonstrations in Selma have a larger meaning . They 

are a protest against a deep and unjust flaw in American democracy 

itself . 

Ninety- five years ago our Constitution was amended to require 

that no American be denied the right to vote because of race or color . 

Almost a century later many Americans are kept from voting simply 

because they are Negroes . 

to a.rbitrarily deny- th-e right t'O "Vote . Expe!\i~a has plain~ sho~ 

tbatr- i>he ex!§'ti'!Ig 'jJ'rocess of 1.8.w is nol; s:aeqaaite---tQ giun:an..tee thtrright . 

Therefore, this Monday, I will send to the Congress a request 

for legislation to carry out the command of the Consll;itution . Wherever 

there i s discrimination this law will strike down all restrictions 

used to deny the right to vote . It will establish a simple uniform 

standard which cannot be used, however ingenious the effort, to flaunt 

the Constitution . And if state officials refuse to cooperate, then 

citizens will be registered by federal officials . 

This law is not an effort to punish or coerce . Its object is 

one which no American in his heart can truly reject . It is to give 

all our people the right to choose their leaders . To deny this right 

istto deny democracy ~tself . 

w-t.o~ ~•I .f J_ tJ. 
.Last s...na-ay in Selma was an American tragedy . The blows that 

were received, the bloodthat was shed, the life that was los~ must 

strengthen our determination to bring justice to all our people . 

This is not just the policy of your government or your President . 
It is the heart and the purpose and the maning of America . 

~ 
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We all know how complex and difficult it is to bring about basic 
,.,._.~, , -;:­

social change in a democracy . But """""e!"'1'1m:l'l'l&""B~"....,a"'ow9•1..,e(lll:jt this ti:ffiguJ +.,­

obscure the clear and simple moral i ssues . It is wrong to do violence 

to peaceful citizens in the streets of their town . It is wrong to 

deny Americans the right to vote . It is wrong to deny any person 

full equality because of the color of his skin . 

~ is +be comrnana Qf our CgaB•ireabitfil) aM! •bhe i~lil&Of 

tb.U,_g~;-=rn:a.t° 'th&8•••~?Dlili X:i aQ.:1;'9A•> be 

The promise of America is a simple promise . Every person shall 

share in the blessings of this land on the basis of his merit~s~ 

a person. He shall not be judged by his color or his beliefs, by 

where he was born or the neighborhood in which he lives . 

All my life I have seen America move closer toward tbat goal . 

And every step of the way bas brought enlarged opportunity for 

all our people . 

Those who do injustice are as surely the victims of their own 

acts as the people they wrong . They scar their own lives and the 

canmunities in which they live . By turning from hatred to understq}l ing 

they can ensure a richer and fuller life for themselves aa well as 

for their fellows . 

For if we put asi de disorder and violence, hatred and lawlessness, 

we can provide , for all our people, opportunity almost beyond imagination . 

We will continue the battle for hwnan di gnity . We will apply 

all the resources of government to the task . We will not be moved 

from the path of justice . 

And in this task we will seek the help of that 9ivine~wer 
~ 
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which surpasses the petty barriers between man and man, people and 

people . Under~s guidance we can seek the Biblical promise "I 

shall light a candle of u.dderstanding in thine heart whcih shall 

not be put out .•r And we will follow that light until all of us 

have bowed to the command "let there be no strife ••• between meS.. 

and the~ •• for we be brethErm . 
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(THE FOLLOWING IS FOR BACKGROUND ONLY:) 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is on a BACKGROUND 
basis. 

Has television been cut on this? 

QUESTION: Yes . 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Can we have it cut on this? 

THE PRESIDENT: Please, folks, let's don't take up 
time; cut off your cameras and television, please. Let Mr. 
Katzenbach go ahead. Some of the reporters are very anxious to 
meet a deadline. ~'le try to be cooperative with you. Nould NBC 
cameras cut over there, and let's move out of the way. 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Let me run -- yes, 
they are all off. 

Let me run very quickly for you through the principal 
provisions that are going to be in the legislation which the President 
is going to propose. First of all, it is going to be based on the 
Fifteenth Amendment. The Fifteenth Amendment provides that 
Congress has the power to legislation in order to implement its 
provisions which forbid any State or the Federal Government to 
discriminate in voting on the basis of race or color. It is gcing 
to affect all of thos e States and all of those voting districts where 
there has been discrimination in the past, and it is going to be 
triggered by an automatic formula which we have devised which 
will cover all of those areas where there have been complaints 
about discrimination. 

Nithin those areas, it is going to abolish all 
restrictions except age and residence, conviction of a crime, 
mental problems, and requiring nothing more than the filling out 
of a very simple form; name and address, and length of residence 
and so forth. 

It is going to cover all elections, Federal, State 
and local. It is going to provide that ~ii~ State officials don't 
register people, Federal officials will, wherever that occurs, and 
it is going to set up a system that is not gong to require every single 
person to go and be turned down before he comes to a Federal 
official. 

It is going to establish a system which gets all of the 
names of those people who come to Federal officials, if that is 
necessary, registered on the State books. The Federal officials 
will be run unde the supervision of the Civil Service Commission. 

It i s goi g to set up a system not only to get those people 
registered, but to get those people voted whenever they are certified 
by the appropriate Federal official as being e ligible to vote. It is 
going to be automatic and quick. It is not gong to provide for 
delaying lawsuits or permit that each person's right to vote be 
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proved with great evidence in the court s . It is going to include broader 
and more severe penalties on State officials or anyone else who 
interferes with the rights of anyone to register and vote. 

Now, those are the principal provisions. Are there any 
questions? 

QUESTION: On that provision regarding the conviction 
for a crime 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Felonies. 

QUESTION: Not any crime, but felonies. 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. 

QUESTION: Can you give us any idea what sort of 
bipartisan support, if any, you have for this legislation: 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: This legislation is got~ 
to have bipartisan support and I have no question 1h at it will get 
bipartisan support. 

QUESTION: ·nhere will the action come first, in the 
House or the Senate? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: I can't anawer that at this 
point. The bill is not there at this point . 

THE PRESIDENT: It depends on the House percentage. 

QUESTION: Will the registrars be appointed by 
officials here in ;Vashington or by Federal District Courts? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The officials will be 
appointed simply under the jurisdiction of the Civil Service Commission 
on which is a bipartisan commission and will have the power to 
appoint those people. They will be people local in the area. 

MORE 
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QUESTION s Can you describe in more de t ail 
this simple formula that will apply to a ll t he states? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL : Yes . We believe that 
wherever 50 per cent of the people have not been 
registered in the past , a ll people , or 50 per cent voted 
in the gene ral election in the past , that that would 
automatically invoke the provisions of this Act , and 
where the re is a literacy or other test. 

QUESTION: Nill t hat go down to the level of 
voting districts? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL : Yes . 

QUESTION : Sir, how many voters do you think 
it will add to the rolls? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL : As many as a r e e ligible . 

THE PRESIDENT : Substanti al . 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL : A substantial number . 

QUESTION : Will the penalty be imprisonment? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: There will be broader 
penalties on people who a ttempt to interfere, coe rce , 
interfere with or otherwise attempt t o coerce people 
from r egistering or voting. Those will be cri~inal 
penalties . 

QUESTI ON: ·"7ill there be any provision in the 
event that votes are not counted for Fe deral Dist rict 
Courts to hold up the r esults of an election? 

~Hll A~ORNEY GENERA!,i Yes , there will be a 
power in the courts t o i mpound all ballots in any such 
district where peopl e are not permitted to vote , and give 
them time to vote. 

QUESTION : Mr. Attorney Gener al , I may have 
missed t his point , but on the literacy test, a r e there 
to be any literacy t es t s , or what k i nd of l ite racy tests , 
and if they are sone of the kind of tests they have been , 
wo·1l d that be consider ed a vi olation ? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL : Yes , t he type of tests 
there have been. I think the simple ability to r ead and 
write is demonstrated by being ab l e to fill out your name 
and address, and state how l ong you have been a resident 
of the s tate where you live. 

QUESTION: Sir , can you tell us what states 
would come under this automatic triggering device that 
you have worked out? What states would be eligible? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL : The states that would come 
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under it would be Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama. 
It would include a lot of voting districts elsewhere. 

QUESTION : Do I understand you correctly, Mr. 
Attorney General , that upon passage of this law, just 
to take an example, the registration procedure in Selma 
would automatically go under the Federal Government? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: No , it would not 
automatically go uncer the Federal Government, but this 
law would provide what the state could do. If the state 
registrars then declined to comply with it, a federal 
official would be appointed to see that the people had 
a place to register in Selma. 

a f'ollows 

MORE 
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(THE FOLLCMING IS ON THE RECORD: ) 

THE PRESIDENT: I should like to observe that the 15 minutes is 
about up, but at 9:00 o'clock, in Mr. Reedy's office on Monday morning, 
we plan, and hope, and pray that we will have the message ready for you. 
If you will be ready for it, there will be a briefing there • 

Over the pa.st few weeks, I have determined that we would have 
a voting rights law this year on about November 15th, and so in:f'orm:?d 
certain members of' the Congress and certain Governors of' the States. 
Since that time, I have talked to the Majority and Minority Leader, the 
chairmen of various comnittees, the Speaker of the House, and have reviewed 
with them the highlights of my viewpoint and have asked the Attorney General 
to go into some detail in connection with the principles that we would have 
in this bill. 

We are very anxious to have Democratic and Republican support. 
As you know, President Kennedy in the Kennedy-Johnson Administration in 
1963, in the civil rights measure tbat I counseled on and worked on and 
approved, submitted to the Congress a voting rights section that provided, 
however, for voting only in Federal elections. That section was deleted 
in the legislation that finally came to me and, as a result of that de­
letion, I have felt that we should again approach that subject, but to 
extend it from Federal elections to both State and local elections. I have 
talked to the leaders of the Negro organizations in this country and asked 
for their suggestions, and asked for their counsel. I have talked to various 
Southeirn Senators and Southern leaders, including Governors, and generally 
reviewed with them what I hope to have encompassed in this legislation. 
Of course, there will be amendments and changes, and extensions and dele• 
tions • But I think that our message will go to the Congress 1-bnday. Per­
haps the bill will accompany it. If not, it will go there very shortly. 
We will not only expect the Congress to give fair and just consideration 
to the Administration bill, which they have been asking for tor several 
days now, but to give consideration to any one suggestion, as they always 
do. So if you will be back at 9: 00 o 1 clock Monday, we will have a briefing 
on the details of the message. 

We thank you for enduring us this afternoon. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, Mr. President. 

END (At 4:30 p.m. EST) 
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March 11, 1965 

NOTE FOR MR. BUNDY 

SUBJECT: Preeident' • Pre•• Conference 

1. Attached are: 

a. A aum.mary of yeaterday' • aeaaion with the Over••~• 
Writer•: 

b. Some material on the Buddhlau and peace; 

c . A brief run-down on the atate of play with reepect 
to negotlatlona; 

d . A statement on our poaltion with reepect to thf" 
French role in negotiation•• 

A rack- up of U. s. tactical airer ft lo•••• to ground 
fire (tbla baa been cleared with OSD and JCS). 

2. Two or three point• I think should be hit pretty hard: 

a. Our readlne•• to stay the course ln Vietnam, and 
our confidence that the Vietname •• people want us 
to do 10. 

b. Preaeure for a settlement of the Vietnam aituation 
1hould be directed at Hanoi, not Washington. Peace 
ia withtn reach there, but the key to it lie a in Hanoi'• 
calling off its subver1lon and agaresaion. 

c:. Our readlnes • to participate in a political 1ettlement 
of the Vietnameae problem whenever we are convinced 
that such a settlement la DOt tantamount to the 
aurrender of South Vietnam to the North. 

[1 of 18]
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d . Our readlne11 to participate. or even initiate, 
economic and political •tepa which would create 
reaton-wide 1tability and pro1perity in Southea1t 
Asia. 

e . A re•tatement ol our earneet deaire and intent DOt 
to e1calate or "widen" the war. 

Cheater L . Cooper 

[2 of 18]
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March 11, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT: Mr. McGeorge Bundy'• Appearance at the Over•ea• 
Pre•• Club Luncheon. March 10, 1965 

In hb opening remark•. Mr. Bundy made three •peel.fie 
point•: 

A. The center of the problem in Vietnam ia related to the 
wW and pu.rpoae of Hanoi. 

B. Our preaent courae of action ln Vietnam, which include• 
the ue of U. S. plane• in both bombing Viet Cona concentratlou• in 
the South and Viet Minh lnatallationa in the North, i• a eontlnuat!on 
of our pre•ent policy in thia area, rather than a major m.ocllflcation 
of thia policy. 

C. Speakin1 "per•onally' the recent action.a in Vietnam are 
not indicative of Pre•ldent Johnson'• moving toward a at&nce 
reminiacent of Goldwater. The key eleinent• in our preaent policy 
are the rneaaured and • e•tralned uae of force. The l•aue durin1 
the election campaign waa the peraonalide• of the two men who 
might be con.fronted with the problem of employing force. 

Some key question• and anawera in Bundy'• pre•entatlon 
were: 

Q . - Can the U.S. actually provide the anawer• to meet &11 
the need• of Aaia? 

A. - Obviouely not, if one take• the queation literally. 
But the U. S. can provide the ml8ain1 •••end.al in&redient in a 
aitua.tion of in.atalilltty there. In thb connection, the analolY between 
the French experience and the U. S. experience in Vietnam ts not a 
good one - the French were a colonial power, hated and miatruated at 
the time they were fiahting the Viet Minh. and by and lar1e they are 
•till unpopular in Vietnam. 

.... 
I 
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C. - Do we ha.Ye a carrot in mind to 10 with a •tick In 
connection with our future policy toward Hanoi? 

A. - The pro•pect• tor the regime in Hanoi would be yery 
much improved if it halted it• act• toward the South. 

Q . - Hae the bombing of North Vietnam re•ulted lD incr-..ina 
or decrea•iDg the tenaiona between Mo•cow and PeUdng? 

A. It le too early to ••Y definitely, althouah it l• our impreaalon 
at thia point that the difflcultie• have been lncrea•ed. In any caae. 
Moacow, and probably even Peiking, reaard the Vietnam problem 
ae eomethlna of a •lde•how. Their dlfierence• are too fundamental 
to be more than maraf.Dally effected by the Vietnam •ituatlon . 
Obvioualy, there are sit-.J&Uona that could ariee in which the Sino-
Soviet Treaty could come into play; but the U. S. at thb time baa 
no intention of taklna any action which would reault in thh. 

Q . bn't the bombina of the North too modeat to force Hanoi 
to leave the alone? 

A. I clt,>n't think •o. But thie ta a very delicate mea1urement 
problem. There are aome who think we are not doina enouah; aome. 
too much. The Preeldent, who makes tho declaion. feel• th.at i& 
juat about riaht. 

Q . Do the Aznerlca.n people and the American Government 
have enough atamlna to hana on In Vietnam for aa lons &• lt will 
take - eiaht to ten year a? 

A. The Preaident le determined to atay the courae, and we 
are confident that the American people will back him up. The 
Vietname•e are obvioU9ly and juatlfiably war weary, but they have 
an amazing re•Uiency; and •• are confident that with aome proepect 
ot •ucceaa, they too will fight for their !reec:lom.. 

In thh connection. Mr. Bundy made •ome comment• on 
1ae1otiation.: 

At the moment negotlat1on1 are tantamount to quitting. 
Many of the people who are advocating neaoUatlone (DeCiaulle •• 
an example) have in mind ~ kind of neutralbm which will remove 

[4 of 18]
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all veatigea and element• of anti-Comrnuni•m. The U. S. will be 
ready to talk when aggl'eaeion from Hanoi atope. and they who 
call for negotlations •hould be addreaelng thei r plea• and pre••ure•. 
'llot to Washington. but to Hanoi. 

C. Doean't our experience with divided countde• necea1arlly 
reault in a large American military preaence. wblch in itself create• 
friction and tenaiorus ? 

A. Korea i• a. 1ood example of the probletn. We do b&ve 
a large Am.erican pre•ence and at the request. indeed the hl•latence. 
of the Government of Korea. W o mu at realgn ourselve• to continued 
U. S. presence in such aitu.ationa. Any settlement of the Vletll&m 
problem would have to lnvolve a •u•tained U.S. preaence in the 
area in •ome form. 

O. Wb&t lead• ue to believe that Hanoi h in a po•ition to 
call oft the Viet Con~ and why should they do so? 

A. Hanoi baa eubatantlal control over the unit• in the 
South. and their comm\lDlcationa are excell~t, aa evidenced by 
the ceaa•-fire at Thet • W • think tha.t Hanoi will at •ome point 
turn th.la oU. •imply because it will be in it• intere•t• to do eo. 

Q . Why did we change our minel.a that we could end the w&r 
through bombina of the North? 

A. o one think• thAt the war ca.n be won by concentrating 
on the North, but thi• action permits ue to move a1atnst the source 
of infiltration. which is a very eerfou• problem in the South. 
The No. 1 priority le pacUlcatlon; and the war cannot be won until 
the country i8 pacified in the South. 

Cheet•r L . Cooper 

[5 of 18]
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BACKGROUND ON BUDDHISTS AND PEACE 

1. Despite hie apparent promise to Buddbht leader• to ceaee bb 

activitie• on behalf of peace which could be subjected to Communht 

exploitation, monk Ouang Lien reiterated hi• propo•alt for endtn1 

the war at a public meeting on 8 March. Althouah hie reference• 

to the Viet Con1 were hareher and earlier crlticiam• of "foreign" 

influences were deleted, the preeence of another official of the Buddhbt 

Inatitute aave the meettn1 an aura of offtcl&l Budclhi•t •anction. 

However, Tam Chau ha• alnce ls•ued a public statement dhavowln1 

Lien'• movement and indicating that the latter broke dhcipllne. 

2. Tam Chau' a own earlier atatement• on peace were attacked 

during the week by the Viet Cong•• clandestine Liberation radio a• a 

" sell-out to us lmperial.hm. II However, • po••ibly a•nuine Co:mmunht 

document provide• the fir•t tangible indication that a now-banned 

peace movem ent, or1anized by certain Sa11on intellectual• and 

believed dietinct from Ouana Lien'• movement, may be a Communl•t 

front as charged by the 0 uat government • 

..SECftZI ... 
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7 . The current uneasineso may have sparked a 
c l ash reported by the p~ess t o have occurred near 
Saigon on 7 P~rch between Duddhist villagers and 
Cathol ic refugees bcin~ resettled from t he hard­
pressed northern provinces. The same day, Catholic 
refugee leader Father IIoan~ (1uynh or~anized a rally 
in Saigon desi~ned to unify various religious sects 
and ~roups behi nd a stronG anti-Corn~unist policy, 
and told the press that his ~roup was "not opposed 
to the g.overm:1ent , but there is little sympathy 
f or i t . " \ 3 /H J'- c. ,2 ~ i/"' J> v '" /:1 .,, n-tiJ n .41'1 o // t:J..< t-

,.. / 8 . / Despite his apparent pxomisc to Buddhist 
leaders to cease his activities on behalf oi peace 
which could be subjected to Coranunist exploitation, 
monk Quang Lien reiterated his proposals f or ending 
the war at a publ i c meet ing on G ~arch. Although 
his references to the Viet Cong were har sher and 
earlier crit i c isms of " 1 0 14 eic;n" influences were 
deleted , the presence of another official of the 
3uddhist I nst i tute gave the mcetin~ an aura of 
of f icial Buddhi st sanction. However, Tam Chau has 
since issued a public stat ement disavowing Lien's 
movement and i ndi cati ng that the l atter broke dis ­
cipline . 

9 . z r/aa Chau ' s own earlie r statements on peace 
were attacked duri ng the week b y the Viet Cong 's 
clandestine Liberation radio ~s a "sell- out to US 
imperialism." Hoy1ever, a possibly genuine Cor.imu­
nist docur.1ent provides the :firs t t::ingible indication 
that a now•banned peace movement, organized by 
certain Saigon i ntellectuals and believed distinct 
f rom Quang Lien ' s movement, ra~y be a Communist f ront 
as charged by the Quat government. 

10 . Vietnamese contacts of the US mi ssion con­
t inue to voice approval of both the air strikes against 
North Vietnar:i, and US jet strikes in South Vietnan. 
Some have even c l aiaed that a resultant morale boost 
among troops i s already beinG translated in~o greate~ 
willingness to res i st the Viet Cong. In general, the 
strikes are identified as US r ather than Vietnamese 
actions and as i nc i cative of a deeper US comr:titment . 
Most of the Viet namese e xpressing these v ie~s have 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 13526, Sec. 3.5 
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HONG KONG FOR GARD 

L I M D I S 

EMBOFF CALLED ON VENERABLE THICH QUANG LIEN AT LATTER'S REQUEST 
YESTERDAY AFTERNOON £OR EXCHANGE OF IDEAS ON PEACE MOVEMENT. 

Q~ANG LI EN EXPLAINED HIS PROGRAM DESIGNED PRIMARILY TO BOLSTER 
~TI-COMMUNIST SPIRIT OF PEOPLE AND ARMY BY FIXING Bl AME FOR WAR 
CLE~RLY ON COMMUNISTS AND NORTH VIETNAM AND THEREBY TURNING 

"'wID SPREAD DESIRE FOR PEACE IN SOUTH DIRECTLY AGAINST CONTINUED 
COMMUNIST AGGRESSION AND VIOLATIONS OF sourH·s SECURITY. ...._ 
IF COMMUNISTS ACCEPT PROPOSALS FOR WITHDRAWAL, THEN ~HOLE ~· 
CVN 2934 36~ 43.1 176? 110855· 11 S THIC~ QUANG LIEN . 

t • 

PAGE TWO RUMJIR 579A C-0 ~ F I 0 E M T I A' L 
VIETNAMESE PEOPLE WILL BENEFIT. IF THEY DO NOT ACCEPT, THEN PEOPLE 
IN SOUTH WILL KNOW THE ENEMY CLEARLY AND WILL FIGHT HARDER TO 
EXPEL THEM. 

RE WITHDRAWAL FOREIGN TROOPS AS CALLED FOR IN PROGRAM, QUANG LIEN 
SAID TIMING DEFINITELY SHOULD BE WITHDRAWAL OF COMMUNIST FORCES . 

RSI ". MERI CANS LATER. COMMUNISTS WOULD HAVE I 0 PROVE I HEIR WITH-
DRAWAL AN D/OR DISARM BEFORE AMERICANS, WHOSE PRESENCE MUCH MORE 
OBVIOUSLY APPARENT, COULD BE EXPECTED TO LEAVE. 

asKED WHAT MOVEMENT ~OULD DO IF COMMUNISTS REFUSED APPEAL, QUANG 
LIEN SAID MOVEMENT WOULD CALL FOR STEPPED-UP MILIT ARY CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
THEM. WOULD ALSO EXPECT FURTHER BOMBINGS OF NORTH, ALTHOUGH MIGHT -
NOT FEEL ITSELF ABLE TO· CALLR>R THIS PUBLICLY. HE COULD GIVE NO 
REPFAI NO TIME LIMIT AT PRESENT BY WHICH MOVEMENT WOULD CONSIDER 
VC MUSI COMPLY. . 

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
DECLASSil- ,o ..,_/i,\-_:___;:~:..=.::..:MF=-=If):::....:Ef=ff~B'-~=---- PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 

nmlbori'J_a~. 133€. ()P«· 00v ' 
_, NAM. 0 rcJ.!;Ll()-
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-2- 2934, March 11, 5 p.m., from Saigon 

IN RESPO~SE QUESTION WHETHER NORTH VIETNAM ~OULD ACCEPT BUT WOULD 
CLAIM THEY NOT RtPEAT NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR LIBERATION FRONT IN 
S08TH, QUANG ~IEN STATED ~OVEMENI MADE NO RPT NO DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
TW At'.JO REFUSED TO CONS!PER FRONT AS INPEPENOENI OF HANQI. SAID IF 
FRONT CONTINUED FIGHTING "INDEPENDENTLY", MOVEMENT WOULD STILL 
CONSIDER AS NECESSARY A RENEWED MILITARY CAMPAIGN INCLUDING 
BOMBINGS OF NORTH. 

CFN NOT QUANG LIEN NOT NO VC NOT NO · 

PAGE THREE RUMJIR 579A C 0 ..N i I D E N T I A.. L 

ASKED ABOUT FURTHER ACTIVITIES OF MOVEMENT, QUANG LIEN REPLIED 
HE IS SENDING SEPARATE LETTERS TO GVN CHIEF OF STAIE, PRIMIN, 
fRESIDENT JOHNSON, AND HO CHI MINH EXPLAINING HIS PROGRAM. ALSO 
XAD INTENTION OF GOING TO HANOI, ALTHOUGH DOUBTED THAT TRIP WOULD 
ACTUALLY MATERIALIZE. WAS THINKING ALSO OF TRAVELING TO OIHER._ASIAN 
COuNTRIES, BUT WAS NOT SURE OF DETAILS OR Tir1ING. 

MOVEMENT WILL ALSO TRAIN CADRES AND DISPATCH THEM THROUGHOUT COUNTRY 
lO EXPLAIN PROGRAM. EMBOFF EMPHASIZED NEED FOR CLOSE CONTROL OF 
ACTIVITIES, WHICH QUANG LIEN AGREED WITH AND ASSURED WOULD BE DONE. 
HE INTENDED TO START FAIRLY SMALL USING ONLY STUDENTS AND SOME 
YOuNGER BONZES THAT HE KNEW WELL PERSONALLY. THEY WOULD BE THOROUGHL 
TRAINED IN HANDLING COMMUNIST OR NEUTRALIST HECKLING AND CLAIMED HE 
HAD ALREADY STARTED SUCH TRAINING SESSIONS IN WHICH CADRES WERE 
INSTRUCTED TO STICK CLOSE TO MAIN THEME OF PLACING BLAME ON 
COMMUNISTS FOR STARTING CONFLICT AND SIMPLY ASKING THEM TO LEAVE SO 
THAT PEACE COULD BE RESTORED TO PEOPLE. EMBOFF ASKED ABOUT COMMUNIST 
T¥RNING MOVEMENr·s STAND ON AMERICAN WITHDRAWAL AND CESSATION OF 
S_RIKES ON DRY TO OWN ADVANTAGE, AND QUANG LIEN REPLIED CADRES 
CFN QUANG LIEN GVN PRIM HO CHI MINH NOT DRV 

PAGE FOuR RUMJIR 579A c_o w r I B E N T I ~ L 
WOULD ANSWER US PRESENCE NECESSARY BECAUSE AGGRESSION CAME FROM 
NORTH AND AMERICANS HAVE ALREADY PROMISED TO LEAVE IF THIS AGGRESSIO 
STOPPED. ALSO WOULD NOTE AMERICANS HAVE NO REPEAT NO COLONIALIST 
DESIGNS BECAUSE VIETNAM HAS NOTHING THEY NEED. 

~L 
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CONFIDElfi'IAl'.. 

~3- 2934, March 11, 5 p.m., from Saigon 

EMBOFF INQUIRED WHETHER MOVEMENT HAD OFFICIAL BACKING OF BUDDHIST 
INSTITUTE. QUANG LIEN REPLIED ALL LEADERS AP?aOVED OF MOVEMENT'S 
AIMS BUT DID NOT YET FEEL INSTITUTE SHOULD PUBLICLY SUPPORT II. SO 
FAR HIS PARTICIPATION WAS PERSONAL, ALTHOUGH HE INTENDED TO 
PRESENT PROGRAM TO FORTHCOMING BUDDHIST CONFERENCE FOR DISCUSSION AND 
POSSIBLE OFFICIAL APPROVAL. SAID GVN HAD NOT APPROVED MOVEMENT 
OFFICIALLY EITHER BUT APPEARED FAVORABLE TO IT. 

QUANG LIEN SAID HE WISHED EMB TO UNDERSTAND CLEARLY HIS AIMS, 
WHICH HE CONSIDERED WERE COMPLETELY · IN SUPPORT OF US POLICY IN VIET­
NAM. HS HOPED EMS REALIZED THAT AI TIMES MOVEMENT MIGHT HAVE TO SAY 
THINGS FOR TACTICAL REASONS THAT~MIGHT NOT BE ENTIRELY FAVORABLE 
TO us, J N ORDER TO PRESERVE CREDIBILITY AN~ INDEPENDENCE. HE"liAD 
ALREADY BEEN DENOUNCED BY HANOI RADIO, AND HE VAS IN FACT NOT 
ENTIRELY UNHAPPY ABOUT UNFAVORABLE US PRESS TREATMENT OE MOVEMENT 
EITHER, SINCE THIS ENHANCED HIS STANDING AS FREE AGENT AND BELIED 
SLANDERS THAT HE HAD BEEN BOUGHT OFF BY AMERICANS AND GVN. SAID HE 
CFN USNO QUANG LlEN NOT GVN NOT US NOT US NOT US GVN • 

PAGE FIVE RUMJIR 579A C ~ W i I BE MT I AL 
\'J011LD LIKE TO MEET AMB TAYLOR SOON TO EXPLAIN MOVEMENT FURTHER. 

EMBOEF REPLIED THAI EMB UNDERSTOOD HIS POSITION AND AS EAR AS 
PROGRAM WAS CONCERNED, IN PRINCIPLE WE SAW NOTHING-BASICALLY INCON­
SISTENT ·WITH STATED US/GVN P01.l.QY_Q_BJEC1I.VES. WE WERE STILL µNCErtTAIN 
REGARDING PRACTICAi APPi ! CATION AND WOULD BE WATCHING ACTIVITIES 
WITH INTEREST. QUANG LIEN EXPRESSED APPRECIATION AND SAID HE WOULD BE 
GLAD TO HEAR SUGGESTIONS AND CRITICISM FROM EMB, PARTICULARLY 
CONCERNING I NTERNATIONAL FIELD ~HERE HE ~AD LITTLE !~FORMATION AND 
EXPERIENCE. 

COMMENT: QUANG LIEN OBVIOUSLY PllI BEST FOOT FORWARD FOR EMBASSY'S 
BENEFIT. FURTHERMORE, GIVEN HIS SOME~HAT LIMITED ABILITIES, DIFFICULT 
TO ENVISAGE HIM PERSONALLY HANDLING MOVEMENT WITH SUCH SKILL .AND 
CONTRO~ AS APPEARS NECESSARY TO ACHIEVE OBJECTIVES HE CLAIMS. NEVER­
THELESS, AS STATEMENT OF INTENTIONS HIS REMARKS COULD SCARCEJ Y BE 
MORE FAVdRABLE TO US POSITION. GRANTED THAT MOVEMENT ITSELF CONJAINS 
INHERENT ~EAKNESSES AND CAR~IES SEEDS OF POSSIBLE SERIOUS DANGERS 
QUANG LIEN•s ATTITUDE AT MOMENT SEEMS ENCOURAGING AND RELATIVELY 

,CONSTRUCTIVE. TAYLOR. 
BT 
CFNUS/GVN QUANG LIEN . 

NOTE: Advance copy to S/S-0 at 5:06 a .m., March 11. 

Passed White House, DOD, CIA at 5:25 a.m., March 11. 

~NF IDENIIAb-
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TAM CHAU'S Cor:MUNIQUE QUOO'ED REFTEL SEEMS DESIGNED PRIMARILY TO 
WARD OFF OFFI CiaL B~DHIST INsr ITUfE RESPONSIBILUY FOR QUANG 
LIEN'S PEACE PB GRA CURRENTLY BEING TOUJ'ED, BY FOREIGN PRESS 
PARTICULARLY, AS APPROVED BUDDHIST PROJECI. CHAU NOTED AS MUCH TO 
EMBOFFS TUESDAY ... '<SEE EMBTEL 2824>• AT SAME TIME, A CCX'1M~IQUE 
CFN 2838 3~6. 413 4 12.NOON 2s·13 3°' 1 406 T'AM CHAU •s QUANG . LIEN •s 
CHAU 2824 · 

PAGE 2 RUMJIR 172A 
.REASSERTS CHAU'S OWN GENERAL AND PURPOSELY VAGUE APPEAL FOR 
PEACE AS THE OFFICIAL INSTITUTE LINE AND OF COURSE PROVIDES 
OFFICIAL tft BRELLA UNDER WHICH INDIVIDUAL PROGRAMS SUCK AS 
QUANG LIEN'S CAN SHADE THEMSELVES, IN THIS RESPECf, 'CHAU'S CALL 
FOR RETURN TO 1955 CONDIT IONS AND GIVING PEOPLE OPPORTUNITY TO 
CHOOSE BtTWEEN CCMMUNISf AND NAT ION AL IST ZONES DOVETAILS QUITE 
NEATLY i lH QUANG LIEN ' S MORE DETAILED PROPOSALS. 

APPEARS THAT QUANG LIEN 'S PROGRAM DOES IN F ACf HA VE PERSON AL IF 
~OFFICIAL APPROVAL OF CHAU AND fR O!ABL Y SEVERAL OTHER 
INSTITUTt LEADERS IN SAIGON NOV. DURING WEEKEND TRI QUANG IN HUE 
DISMISSED PLAN AS • IMPRACI' ICAL • AND ~UNOFFICIA\. •, BUI' THERE ARE 
NO RPI' NO. INDICATIONS YET HE IS PREPARED TO DO ANYTHING ABOUT IT 
BEING CIRCULATED BY QUAN~ L IEN, WHO .OBVIOUSLY USING HIS RELIGIOUS 

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY I~ 
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FRENCH ROLE IN NEGOTIATIONS 

While, obviously, every country hae a right to address itself 
to any aspect of the international situation, there is a basic difference 
in our view between abstract and pious statements and meaningful, 
helpful proposals. There a re, of couree, several countries which 
have specific responsibilities with r espect to Vietnam. These include 
the two Co- Chairmen (the UK and the USSR) and the members of the 
ICC (India, Poland and Canada). There are others which, because 
they border the area of Vietnam, have a stake in the peace of the area 
(Cambodia, Laos and China). There is the U. S. which is heavily 
committed, militarily and economically, to assist South Vietnam cope 
with subversion and aggression. And finally, and most importantly, 
there a.re the Governments of South and North Vietnam which are 
directly and immediately involved. We are naturally interested in the 
views of any other government which may have something constructive 
to contribute, but we cannot see how the direct pa.rticipation of such 
governments in any negotiating arrangements, or in any direct 
participation in negotiation, when and if they take place,. can have any 
more than a marginal significance. 
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U.S. TACTICAL AIRCRAFT LOSSES TO GROUND FIRE 
(Since firat operation• in apring of 1964) 

Lo•• rate• are coneiderably le•• than £or •imilar type 
actions in World War II, or in the early phase• o.f the Korean War. 

Reconnaieaance Mieaiona 
Interdiction of Supply Routes 
Repriaala 

Air era.ft 

• 
3 
9 

16 

Pilot• Loet 

l 
l 
3 

--s 

The ae fiaure • include Laoa, and North and South Vietnam. 
They do not include helicopter•. light aircraft, or Vietnameae Air 
Force lo••e•. 
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This Copy For .Jli'i ~Ji~!;; 
PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON'S NEWS CONFERENCE #38 

Held in t he Rose Garden 

At the White House 

Washington, D. C. 


March 13, 1965 

At 3:45 P.M . EST (Saturday) 


In Attendance: 181 


Official White House Transcript 

THE PRESIDENT: Good afternoon , ladies and gentlemen. 

This March week has brought a very deep and pai~ful chal­
lenqe to the unending search for A.~erican freedom . That chal ­
lenge is not yet over , but before it is ended, every resource 
of this Government will be directed to insurinq _.j:istice for all 
men of all races, in Alabama and everywhere in t his land. That 
is the meaning of the oath that I swore before Almighty God 
when I took the office of the Presidency. That is what I be­
lieve in with all of my heart. That is what the people of this 
country demand. 

Last Sunday a group of Negro Americans in Selma, Alabama , 
attempted peacefully to protest the denial of the most basic 
political right of all - - the right to vote. They were at ­
tacked and some were brutally beaten. From that moment until 
this, we have acted effectively to protect the constitutional 
rights of the citizens of Selma, and to prevent further violer.ce 
and lawlessness in this country wherever it occurred . More 
than 70 United States Government officials, including FBI agents, 
including Justice Department lawyers, Governor Collins , the 
Assistant Attorney General, Mr . John Doar, whom I asked to q •> 

to Selma, have been continuously present in Selma . They have 
all been working to keep the peace and to enforce the law. 

At all times the full power o f the Federal Government has 
been ready to protect the people of Selma against further law­
lessness, but the final answer to this problem will be found 
not in armed confrontation, but in the process of law. We have 

http:violer.ce
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acted to bring t~is conflict from the streets to the court 
room. Your Government, at my direction , asked the Federal 
Court in Alabama to order the law officials of Alabama not 
to interfere with American citizens who are peacefully demon­
strating for thei r constitutional rights. When the court has 
made its order, it must be obeyed. 

The events of last Sunday cannot and will not be repeate1, 
but the demonstrations in Selma have a much larger meaning. 
They are a protest against a deep and very unjust flaw in 
American democracy itself . Ninety-five years ago our Constitu­
tion was amended to require that no American be denied the 
right to vote because of race, or color. Almost a century later, 
many Americans are kept from voting simply because they are 
Negroes . Therefore, this Monday I will send to the Congress 
a request for legislation to carry out the amendment of the 
Constitution . 

Wherever there is discrimination, this law wil l strike 
down all restrictions used to deny the people the right to 
vote. It will establish a simple , uniform standard which can­
not be used, however ingenuous the effort, to flaunt our Con­
stitution. If State officials refuse to cooperate, then citi ­
zens will be registered by Federal officials. 

This law is not an effort to punish or coerce anyone. 

Its object is one which no American in his heart can truly 

reject. It is to give all our people the right to choose their 

leaders; to deny thi s right, I think, is to deny democracy it ­

self. What happened in Selma was an American tragedy. The 

blows that were received, the blood that was shed, the life of 

the good man that was lost , must strengthen the determination 

of each of us to bring full and equal and exact justice to al . 

of our people. 


This is not just the policy of your Government or your 
President. It is in the heart and the purpose and the meaning 
of Ameri ca itself . We all know how complex and how difficult 
it is to bring about basic social change in a democracy , but 

this complexity must not obscure the clear and simple moral 
issues. 

It is wrong to do violence to peaceful citizens in the 

streets of their town. It is wrong to deny Americans the 

right to vote. It i s wrong to deny any person full equality 
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because of the color of his skin. The promise of America is 
a simple promise: Every person shall share in the blessings 
of this land , and they shall share on the basis of their 
merits as a person . They shall not be judged by their color 
or by their beliefs, or by their religion, or by where they 
were born, or the neighborhood in which they live. 

All my life I have seen America move closer toward tha t 
goal, and every step of the way has brought enlarged oppor­
tunity and more happiness for all of our people . Those who do 
injustice are as surely the victims of their own acts as the 
people that they wrong. They scar their own lives and they. 
scar the communities in which they live . By turning from 
hatred to understanding they can insure a richer and fuller 
life for themselves, a s well as for their fellows, for if w~ 
put aside disorder and violence, if we put aside hatred and 
lawlessness, we can provide for all our people great oppor­
tunity almost beyond our imagination. 

We will continue this battle of human dignity. We will 
apply all the resources of this great and powerful government 
to this task . We ask that all of our citizens unite in this 
hour of trial. We will not be moved by anyone or anything from 
the path of justice , and in this task we will seek the help o~ 
the Divine Power which surpasses the petty barriers between 
man and man, and pe9ple and people. Under His guidance, we can 
seek the biblical promise : 11 I shall light a candle of under­
standing in thine heart which shall not be put out." And we 
will follow that light until all of us have bowed to t he com­
mand: Let there be no strife between me and thee, for we be 
brethren. 

I met today with Governor Wal lace of Alabama to discuss 
very thoroughly the situation that exists in that State. The 
Goverrror expressed his concern that the demonstrations which 
have taken place are a threat to the peace and security of the 
people of Alabama. I expressed my own concern about the need 
for remedying those grievances which lead to the demonstratio:is 
by people who feel their rights have been denied. I said thac 
those Negro citizens of Alabama who have systematically been 
denied the right to register and to participate in the choi~ a 
of those who govern them should be provided the opportunity 0 f 
directing national attention to their plight. They feel that 
they are being denied a very precious right, and I understand 
their concern. 
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In his telegram last night to me, Governor Wallace ex­
pressed his belief that all eligible citizens are entitled to 
exercise their right to vote. He r~peated that belief today , 
and he stated that he is against any discrimination in that 
regard. I am firmly convinced, as I said to the Governor a 
few moments ago, that when all of the e l igible Negroes of 
Alabama have been registered, the economic and the social 
injusticeo they have experienced throughout will be righted, 
and the demonstrations, I believe , will stop. I advised the 
Governor of my intention to press with all the vigor at my 
command to assure that every citizen of this country is given 
the right to participate in his Government at every level 
through the complete voting process. 

The Governor's expressed interest in law and order met 
with a warm response. We are a Nation that is governed by 
laws, and our procedures for enacting and amending and repea~ 
ing these laws mus t prevail. I told the Governor that we be­
lieve in maintaining law and order in every count y and in every 
precinct in this land. If State and local authorities are un­
ab l e to function, the Feder a l Government will completely meet 
its responsibilities. 

I told the Governor that the brutality in Selma last Sun­
day just must not be repeated. He agreed that he abhored 
brutality and regretted any instance in which any American 
citizen met with violence . As the Governor had indicated his 
desire to take actions to remedy the existing situation in Ala ­
ama which caused people to demonstrate, I respectfully sug­
gested to him that he consider the following actions which I 
believed and the Attorney General and others familiar with the 
matter , and associated with me, believed would be highly con­
structive at this stage of the game . 

First , I urged that the Governor publicly declare his 
support for universal s u ffrage in the State of Alabama, and the 
United States of America. 

Second, I urged him to assure that the right of peaceful 
assembly will be permitted in Alabama so long as law and order 
is maintained . 

Third, I expressed the hope that the Gove rnor would call 
a bi - racial meeting when he returns to Alabama, to seek greater 
cooperation and to ask for greater unity among Americans of 
both races . 
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I asked the Governor for his cooperation and I express 1 

my appreciation for his coming to Washington to discuss this 
problem. 

QUESTION: Mr . President, against the background of what 
you said, and aside from the situation in Selma, I wonder if 
you could tell us your general philosophy, your belief in how 
demonstrators in other parts of the country should conduct 
themselves? For example, how do you feel about the demonstra­
t ions that a re going on outside of the White House ~ight now, 
or in other parts, i n other cities of the United States, and 
in front of Federal buildings? 

THE PRESIDENT : I tried to cover that in my s tatement, 
but I believe in the right of peaceful assembly . I believe 
that people have the right to demonstrate. I think you must 
be concerned with the rights of others, and I do not think a 
person, as has been said, has the right to holler "Fire" in a 
crowded theater . Sut I think that people should have the right 
to peacefully assembl e, to picket, to demonstrate their views, 
and to do anything they can to bring those views to the atten­
tion of people, provided t hey do not violate laws themselves, 
and provided they conduct themselves as they should. 

QUESTION: Mr . President, did Governor Wallace indicate, 
sir, at all, an area of understanding and cooperation and a~ 
ceptance of some of your suggestions to solve this violence 
there? 

THE PRESIDENT: I will have to let the Governor speak for 
himself. He is going to appear tomorrow. We spoke very franklv 
and very forthrightly, and we exchanged views, and we are not 
in agreement on a good many t hings. I am hopeful that the 
visit will be helpful and I did my best to make my viewpoint 
clear. Mr. Cormier? 

QUESTION: Mr . President, I was going to ask you how the 
Governor reacted. 

THE PRESIDENT : The Governor had his share of the conver­
sation. He told me of the problems that he had in Alabama, 
the fears that he entertained and he expressed the hope that 
I could do something to he lp bring the demonstrations to an 
end . I told him very frankly that I thought our problem, 
which I had been working on f or several weeks now, was to face 
up to the cause of the demonstration and remove the cause of 
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the demonstration, and that I hoped if he would give assurance 
that people would be protected in their demonstrations in 
Alabama, he would give assurance that he woul d try to improve 
the voting situation in Ala~ama, if I could submit my message 
to the Congress and get prompt action on it that would insure 
the right of the people of Alabama to vote, that I thought tha~ 
we could improve the demonstration situation . 

QUEST ION: Mr. President, a two-part question on the s r- •1.e 
subject: 

Can you tell us what your thinking is if Governor Wallace 
would not accept any or all of your suggestions; and secondly, 
in announcing from Montgomery that he had asked to see you, he 
indicated that he was concerned about a threat throughout the 
country. Do you share that concern? 

THE PRESIDENT : I am deeply concerned that our citizens 
anywher e should be discriminated against and should be denied 
their constitutional rights. I have plotted my course. I 
have stated my views. I have made clear , whether the Governor 
agrees or not, that law and order will prevai l in Alabama, 
that people will be -- their r ights to peacefully assemble wil l 
be pres~rved, and that their constitutional ri·;ht s will be !'J:"~-
tected . Mr. Roberts? 

QUESTION: Mr . President, some of the clergymen who came 
out yesterday reported that you had detected a resurgence of 
moderate spirit among the whites in the South. Can you tell 
us what evidence you have seen of that, and perhaps anything 
that is being done to encourage it? 

THE PRESIDENT: The presence of a good many people from 
the South in Selma , the presence of some of the ministers f r om 
the South here, the messages that I have received from the 
citizens of that area, the support that the businessmen and ti:. ~ 
clergy and the labor people have given the Civil Rights Act and 
its enforcement, have all given me strength and comfort and 
encouragement. 

QUESTION: Mr. President , I would like to turn to the oth -:; r 
problem that has occupied so much of your hours in Viet Nam. 
About five weeks ago, when you felt it necessary to give an 
order that our wiv~s and children of our men in Viet Nam be 
withdrawn, a high officer said to me, "Give us a year and they 
will be back. 11 I have two questions: 
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First, would you like to see the wives and children of 
our civilian and military officers in Viet Nam go back; and 
secondly, do you think that a year is a good prognostication? 

THE PRESIDENT : No , I do not think that I can be much of 
a prophet in either respect. First , I do not think that Saigon 
is the place for our wives and children of our military people 
at the moment , or else I wouldn't ask for them to come out. 
If the situationchanges , and conditions are different, I will 
pass on them in the light of those changes. I think that any·· 
one that makes a prophecy now as to what the s ituation will be 
a year from now would have to be a big guesser. 

QUESTION; Mr. President, sir, I would like to change the 
subject to another matter. Mr . Otto Otepka, a top security off='i ­
cer in the State Department , faces dismissal for answering t~~ 
quest.ions of some Members of Congress who were investigating 
the secu~ity of the United States. I would like to know if 
you can 't stop this dismissal . 

THE PRESIDENT: I have had some conversations with Secre­

tary Rusk concerning that case, and I have complete confidenrc 

in the manner in which he will handle it . 


QESSTION : Mr. President, in the last five weeks the 
American participation in the situation in South Viet Nam has 
undergone certain changes. Could you give us your view of any 
benefits that have accrued to us, or your view of the situatio • 
over the past five weeks in South Viet Nam? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think we have a very di ff icult si tuaticu 
there as a result of the instability of the governments and the 
frequent changes of them . I would not say it has improved in 
the last five weeks. I would say that our policy there is the 
policy that was established by President Eisenhower, as I have 
stated, since I have been President, 46 different times, the 
policy carried on by President Kennedy, and the policy that we 
are now carrying on. I have stated it a s recently as February 
17th in some detail , and prior to that, in my last press confe_­
ence, on February 4th . Al though the incidents have changed , 
in some instances .the equipment has changed , in some instances 
the tactics and perhaps the strategy, in a decision or two, has 
changed. 
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Our policy is still the same, and that is to any armed 
attack, our forces will reply. To any in Southeast Asia who 
ask our help in defending their freedom, we are going to give 
it, and that means we are going to continue to give it. In 
that region, there is nothing that we covet, there is nothing 
we seek , there is no t~rritory or no military position or no 
political ambition. Our one desire and our one determination 
is that the people of Southeast Asia be left in peace to work 
out their own destinies in their own way. 

QUESTION : Mr. President, there was a report published 
this morning that some Federal troops had already been alerted 
at .our direction for a possible move into Alabama. Will you 
confirm this report? 

THE PRESIDENT: I would say that the FBI officials, the 
Marshals in the general area, the United States forces, in­
cluding the Armed Forces , were ready to carry out any instruc­
tions that the Pres ident gave them, and the President was pre­
pared to give them any instructions that were necessary and 
justified and wise. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, I wonder if you could tell us 
your reaction to the pressures that have been mounting around 
the world for you to negotiate the situation in Viet Nam . 
Could you explain to us under what conditions you might be 
willing to negotiate a settlement there? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, since the Geneva conference of 19 62, 
as has been stated before, the United States has been in rather 
active and continuous consultation. We have talked to other 
governments about the great danger that we could foresee in 
this aggression in Southeast As ia. We have discussed it in the 
United Nations . We have discussed it in NATO. We have discussed 
it in the SEATO councils. On innumerable occasions we have dis­
cussed it directly through diplomatic channels . We have had 
direct discussions with almost every signatory of the 1954 and 
the 1962 pacts. 

We have not had any indication, and as the Secretary of 
State said the other day, what is still missing is any indi­
cation -- any indication -- from anyone -- that Hanoi is pre ­
pared or willing or ready to stop doing what it is doing ag.:.u nst· 
its neighbors. I think that the absence of this crucial elem~'"lt 

affects the current discussion of negotiation. 
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A great friend of mine who had great responsibilities 
for a long period of military and executive life in our Gov­
ernment said to me the other day, "When I see the suggestions 
about negotiation, I wonder if folks don't recognize that there 
must be someone to negotiate with, and there must be someone 
willing to negotiate. " 

QUESTION: I said, sir, that the events in Selma occurrec: 
last Sunday, and I asked why you waited to have a press con­
ference and make a statement until late Saturday afternoon? 

THE PRESIDENT: I know of nothing that either required 
or justified my making a statement prior to the time that I had 
a recommendation to make on the problem that was facing us, 
namely, they were demonst r ating about voting rights , and I 
had that message delivered to me only a few hours ago . I hnve 
reviewed it, and I am in general agreement on what I am going 
to send t o the Congress. It happened that I had the time this 
afternoon to review it, and I had the information that was 
available to me . 

I think the President should have some leeway when he 
determines to have press conferences. I have had 46 since 
I have been President . I plan to· have at least one once a 
month. But the President wi ll determine when they are held, 
where they are held, and what subjects he discusses. 

QUESTION: Mr. Pres i dent , I understand that there has be .n 
some violence in the Youth Camps, Youth Corps Camps, or Job 
Corps, and that involves a knifing, and there .have been one 
or more deaths as a result of that. Is that the reason you 
visited the Catoctin, Maryland , camp last week, to build the 
morale up in the camp and give them public confidence? 

THE PRESIDENT: I visited the camp last week because I 
had agreed to some time ago , and I had been force d to cancel 
one planned visit. I want to visit a good many of their camps. 
We all deeply regret any accidents or any violence or any in­
juries that may occur at any time . That is not any reason, 
though, or rather, that is not the sole reason why I should he 
interested in what they are doing . I hope by my vis its to 
better understand their work, perhaps to stimulate some of 
them, and maybe improve on what is being done. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, Mr. President. 
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THE PRESIDENT: I should like to ask you to stay here for 
another 10 or 15 minutes , we will say 15 mi nutes, for the 
Attorney General to give you a very brief briefing on the 
high points of this message, and if you will do that for 15 
minutes, he wi ll be here longer and Vir. :~eyers Hill, !:mt at t ·1e 
conclusion of. 15 minutes, I hope that Mr. Reedy will tell you. , 
and any of you that need to rush away to meet your deadlines 
can do so . 

(THE FOLLOWING IS FOR BACKGROUND ONLY:) 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is on a BACKGROUND basis. 

Has television been cut on this? 

THE PRESS: Yes . 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Can we have it cut on this? 

THE PRESIDENT: Please, folks, let ' s don't take up time . 
Cut off your cameras and television, please . Let Mr. Katzenbach 
go ahead. Some of the reporters are very anxious to meet a 
deadline. We try to be cooperative with you. Would NBC camer ~s 

cut over there, and let's move out of the way. 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Let me run through very quickly -­
yes, they are all off. 

Let me run ver y quickly for you through the principal 
provisions that are going t o be in the legislation which the 
President is going to pr opose . First of all, it is going to 
be based on the Fifteenth Amendment . The Fifteenth Amendment 
provides that Congress has the power to legislate in order ~o 
implement its provisions which forbid any State or the Fed.; r al 
Government to discriminate in voting on the basis of race or 
color . It i s going to affect all of those States and all of 
those voting districts where there has been discrimination in 
the past, and it is going to be triggered by an automatic 
formula which we have devised which will cover all of those 
areas where there have been complaints about discrimination. 

Within those areas, it is going to abolish a l l restric­
tions except age and residence , conviction of a crime, mental 
problems, and require nothing more than filling out of a very 
simple form: name and address and length of residence, and so 
forth . 
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It is going to cover all elections -- Federal, State, anc 
local. It is going to provide that if State officials don't 
register people, Federal officials will, wherever that occurs, 
and it is going to set up a system that is not going to require 
every single person to go and be turned down before he comes 
to a Federal official. 

It is going to establish a system which gets all of the 
names of those people who come to Federal officials, if that 
is necessary, registered on the State books. The Federal 
officials will be run under the supervision of the Civil Se:c,r­
ice Commission. 

It is going to set up a system not only to get those 

people registered, but to get those people voted whenever the~ 


are certified by the appropriate Federal official as being 

eligible to vote. It is going to be automatic and quick . It 

is not going to provide for delaying lawsuits or permit that 

each person's right to vote be proved with great evidence in 

the courts. It is going to include broader and more severe 

penalties on State officials or anyone else who interferes with 

the rights of anyone to register and vote. 


Now, those are the principal provisions . Are there any 

questions? 


QUESTION: On that provision regarding the conviction fo1 

a crime - ­

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL : Felonies. 

QUESTION : Felonies; not any crime. 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. 

QUESTION : Can you give us any i dea what sort of b i par _iscn 
support, if any, you have for this leg islation? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: This legislation is going to have 

bipartisan support, and I have no question that it will get 

bipartisan support. 


QUESTION: Where will the action come first -- in the 

House or Senate, please? 
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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: I can't answer that at this point . 
The bill is not there at this point. 

THE PRESIDENT: It depends on the House percentage. 

QUESTION: Will the registrars be appointed by officials 
here in Washington or by Federal District Courts? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The officials will be appointed 
simply under the jurisdiction of the Civil Service Cormnission 
which is a bipartisan commission and will have the power to 
appoint those people. They will be people local in the area. 

QUESTION: Can you describe in any more detail this simple 
formula that will apply to all the States? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. We be lieve that wherever so 
percent of the people have not been registered in the past, 
all people, or 50 percent voted in the general election in 
the past, that that would automatically invoke the provisions 
of this Act, and where there is a literacy or other test. 

QUESTION: Will that go down to the level of voting dis ­
tricts? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. 

QUESTION : Sir, how many voters do you think it will add 
to the rolls? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: As many as are eligible. 

THE PRESIDENT: Substantial . 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: A substantial number. 

QUESTION: What about the penalty: Will the penalty be 
imprisonment? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: There will be broader penalties OP 
people who attempt to interfere, threaten , intimidate, coerce , 
or otherwise attempt to prevent people from registering or 
voting . Those will be criminal penalties. 

QUESTION : Will there be any provision in the event that 
votes are not counted for Federal District Courts to hold up 
the results of an election? 
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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, there will be a power in the 
courts to impound all ballots in any such district where people 
are not pennitted to vote, and give them time to vote . 

QUESTION: Mr. Attorney General, I may have missed this 
point, but on the literacy test, are there to be any literacy 
tests, or what kind of l iteracy tests, and if they are some of 
the kind of tests there have been, would that be considered a 
violation? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, the type of tests there hav~ 
been. I think the simple ability to read and write is demon­
strated by being able to fill out your name and address and state 
how long you have been aresident of the State where you live. 

QUESTION: Sir , can you tell us what States would come under 
this automatic triggering device that you have worked out? 
What States would be eligible? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The States that woul d come under 
it would be Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama . It would in­
clude a lot of voting districts elsewhere . 

QUESTION: Do I understand you correctly , Mr . Attorney 
General, that upon passage of this law, just to take an exampl~ , 

the registration procedure in Selma would automatically go 
under the Federal Government? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, it would not automatically go 
under the Federal Government, but this law would provide what 
the State could do. If the State registrars then declined to 
comply with it , a Federal official would be appointed to see 
that the people had a place to r egister in Selma. 

(THE FOLLOWING IS ON THE RECORD:) 

THE PRESIDENT: I should like to observe that the 15 min­
utes is about up, but at 9: 00 o ' clock, in Mr . Reedy's office 
on Monday morning, we plan, and hope, and pray that we will 
have the message ready for you. If you will be ready for it, 
there will be a briefing there. 

Over the past few weeks, I have detennined that we would 
have a voting rights law this year on about November 15th, and 
so infonned certain Members of the Congress and certain Governors 
of the States. Since that time, I have talked to the Majority 
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and Minority Leaders, the chairmen of various committees , tr1 • 

Speaker of the House, and have reviewed with them the highlJ , ht~ 

of my viewpoint and have asked the Attorney General to go into 
some detail in connection with the principles that we would 
have in this bill. 

We are very anxious to have Democratic and Republican su~­
port. As you know, President Kennedy in the Kennedy-Johnson 
Administration in 1963, in the civil rights measure that I 
counseled on and worked on and approved, submitted to the Con­
gress a voting rights section that provided, however, for 
voting only in Federal elections. That section was deleted 
in the legislation that finally came to me and , as a result 
of that deletion, I have felt that we should again approach 
that subject, but to extend it from Federal elections to both 
State and local elections. 

I have talked to the leaders of the Negro organizations 
in this country and asked for their suggestions, and asked 
for their counsel. I have talked to various Southern Senators 
and Southern leaders including Governors, and generally reviewed 
with them what I hope to have encompassed in this legislation. 
Of cour se , there will be amendments and changes, and extensioL> 
and delet 1 ons. But I think that our message will go to the 
Congress itonday. · Perhaps the bill will accompany it. If not, 
it will go there very- shortly . 

We will not only expect the Congress to give fair and ju ~ t 
consideration to the Administration bill., which they have been 
asking for for several days now, but to give consideration t o 
any one suggestion , as they always do. 

So if you will be back at 9:00 o'clock Monday, we will 
have a briefing on the ~etails of the message. 

We thank you for enduring us this afternoon. 

MR. MERRIMAN SMITH (UPI): Thank you , Mr. President. 

########## 



This March week has brought a deep and painful challenge to 

the unending search for American freedom. That challenge is not yet 

over. But before it is ended every resource of this government will 

be directed to ensuring justi~e for men of all races -- in Alabama and 

everywhere in th is land. That is the meaning of the oath I swore 

before Almighty God when I took th is office. That is what I believe 
-#iht.. 

in with all my heart. That is what ~ people demand. 

Last Sunday agroup of Negro Americans in Selma, Alabama, 

attempted peacefully to protest the denial of the most basic political 

right of all -- the right to vote. They were attacked, and some were 

brutally beaten. 

From that moment, until this, we have acted effectively to-
protect the constitutional rights of the citizens of Selma, and to prevent 

further violence and lawlessness. 

More than seventy federal officials, including FBI agents, 

Justice Department lawyer~and Governor Col Iin~whom I asked to go 

to Selma, have been continuously present in Selma. They have all 

been working to keep the_peace and enforce the law. 

At all times tbe full power of the federal government has been 

ready to protect the people of Selma against further lawlessness. 



2. 


But the fina l answer to this problem will be found, not in armed 

confrontation, but in the process of law. We have acted to bring this 

conflict from the streets to the courtroom. Your government has as ked 

the federal court to order the law off icials of Alabama not to interfere 

with American citizens who are peacefully demonstrating for their 

constitut ional rights. 

When the court has made its order, it must be eaforoad. obeyed. 

The events of last Sunday cannot and wil l not be repeated. 

But the demonstrations in Selma have a larger mean ing. They 

are a protest against a deep and unjust flaw in American democracy 

itself. 

Ninety-five years ago our Constitution was amended to require 

that no Amer ican be denied the right to vote because of race or co lor. 

Almost a century later many Amer icans are kept from voting simply 

because they are Negroes. 

Therefore, this Monday, I will send to the Congress a request 

for leg islation to carry out the command of the Constitution. Wherever 

there is discrimination this law will str ike down all restr ictions used 

to deny the r ight to vote. It will establish a simple uniform standard 
~ 

which cannot be used, t}gwever ingenious the effort, to flaunt the 
~ 

Constitution. And if state off icials refuse to cooperate, then citizens 
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will be registered by federal officials. 

Th is law is not an effort to punish or coerce. Its object is 

one which no American in his heart can tru ly reject. It is to give 

all our people the right to choose their leaders. To deny this right 

is to deny democracy itself. 

What happened in Selma was an American tragedy. The JllIDis 

that were received, the blood that was shed, the life that was lost, must 

strengthen our determination to bring justice to all our people. 

This is not just the policy of your government or your President. 

It is the heart and the purpose and the meaning of America. 

We all know how complex and difficult it is to bring about basic 

social change in a democracy. But this complexity must not obscure 

the clear and simple moral issues. It is wron9 to do violence to peaceful 

citizens in the streets of their town. It is wrong to deny Americans the 

right to vote. It is wrong to deny any person full equality because of 

the color of his skin. 

The promise of America is a simple promise. Every person shall 

share in the blessings of this land on the basis of his merits as a person. 

He shall not be judged by his co lor or his beliefs, or his religion, by.._ 
where he was born or the neighborhood in which he lives. 

Al l my life I have seen America move closer toward that goal. 

And every step of the way has brought enlarged opportunity for 

al I our people. 
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Those who do injustice are as surely the victims of their own 

acts as the people they wrong. They scar their own lives and the 

commun ities in which they live. By turnin g from hatred to un-der­

standing they can ensure a richer and fuller life for themselves as 

wel I as for their fellows. 

For if we put aside disorder and violence, hatred and lawlessness, 

we can provide, for all our people, opportunity almost beyond @agination. 
a 

We wi ll con tinue the battle for human dignity. We will apply 

all the resources of government to the task. We will not be moved from 

the path of justice. 

And in th is task we wi II seek the help of that Divine Power 

wh ich surpasses the petty barriers between man and man, people and 

people. Under His gu idance we can seek the Biblical promise" I sha ll 

light a candle of understanding in thine heart which shall not be put 

out." And we will follow that light until all of us have bowed to the-
command "let there be no strife ... between me and thee ••.. for 


we be brethren. 11 


************* 
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PRESS C6NFERENCE NQ. 30 

ot the 

PRESDENI' OF THE UNITED STATES 

3:45 ?.M. 
seturday 
March 13, 1~5 

In The Rose Garden 
At The Wh1 te House 
Washington, D. c. 

THE PRESIDENI' : Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen . 

This me.rch week ha.a brought a. very dee~ and painf'ul challenge 
to the unending search for American freedom. That challenge is not yet 
over, but befo~ it is ended, every r esource of this Government will be 
directed to insuring justice for all men of e.11 races, in Alabama and 
everywhere in this land . That is tne meaning of the oath that I swore 
before Almighty God when I took the effice of the Presidency. That is 
what I believe i n with all of uy heart • That is whe.t the ~ople of this 
country deroo.n<?. . 

Last Sunday a group of Negro .AJ;)erica.ns in Selma, Alabama, a.t­
te:Dct;ed peacefully t f'l prr•test t he denial of the meat basic :poli tica.l right 
of all -- t he right t o vote . They were attacked and some vere brutally 
beaten. Froo that moment until this, we have acted effectively to pr1"1tect 
t be constitutional rights of the citizen.a of Selma, and to prevent further 
violence and lawlessness in this country wherever it occurred . More tban 
70 United States Government officials, including FDI agents, including 
Justice Department lawyers, Governor Collins, the Assistant Attorney 
General, Mr. John Dear, whom I asked to go to Selma, have been continuausly 
present in Selma. They have all been working to keep the peace and to 
enforce the law. 

At all times the full Dower of the Federal Government has been 
ready t o protect the people of Selma against further lawlessness , ~ut the 
fill&l answer to this problem will be found not in armed confrontation, but 
in t !:l.e process of law. We have acted t o bring ·!;his conflict f'rom the streets 
to the court r eom . Your Government, at ey direction, asked the Federal 
Court in Alabama t o order thelaw officials of Alasa.ma not to interfere 
with American citizens who are :reacef'ully demonstrating for their c~n­
stitutional rights. When the court b,as ma.de its order, it must be obeyed . 

The events of last Sunday cannot and will not ~e repeated, but 
the demonetrations in Selma have a much larger mean:tng. They a.re a protest 
against a deep a.nd very unj12st flaw in American dero~cracy itself . Ninety 
five years 8.'40 our Constit·..ition was 3llle00.ed to re11uire that no American be 
~enied the right t~ vote 1Jecause of race, or color. Al.Iooet a century later, 
Americans are ke:!;>t fra. voting simply 'because they are Negroes. TR.erefore, 
thi~ Monday I will send to the Congress a. reque~t for legislation to carry 
out the amendment of the Constitution. Wherever there is discrimination, 
this law will strike down all restrictions used to deny the people the right 
to vote . It will establish a simple , unifor..J standard which cannot be used 
however ingenuous the effort to flaunt 0 ur Constitution. If state officials 
ret'Use to cooperate, then citizens will be r egistered by Federal officials . 
This law is not an ef'f'ort t~ :runish or coerce anyone . Its object is one 
whic1l no ~erican in ?Us }:-_.ea.rt can truly reject. It is to give ell our 
reople the right to ch()ose tl>,eir le ad.ere; to deny this r~ht , I think, is to 
deny 4.emocracy itself . What happened in Selma was an American tragedy. 
~e blows t?ca.t were received , t o.e blood tha.t was shed, the life of the good 
man t~~t was lost, must strtngthen the determination of ea.ch of us to bring 
full and equal and exact justice to all of our people. 

This is not just the? !lfllicy of' your Covernment or your !'resident. 
It is in the heart and the purpose a.nd t}}e meaning of America. itself. We 
all know how cc;mplex ond ~ow difficult it is to ~ring about basic social 
change in a democracy, but this complexity must not o~scure the clear and 
simple moral issues. 

D follqws 
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It is wrong to do violence to peaceful citizens 
in the streets of their town. It is wrong to deny 
Americans the right to vote. It is wrong to deny any 
person full equality because of the color of his skin. 
The promise of America is a simple promise: Every person 
shall share in the blessings of this land, and they shall 
share on the basis of their merits as a person. They 
shall not be judged by their color or by their beliefs, 
or by their religion, or by where they were born, or the 
neighborhood in which they live. 

All rey life I have seen America move closer 
toward that goal, and every step of the way has brought 
enlarged opportunity and more happiness for all of our 
people, Those who do injustice are as surely the victims 
of their own acts as the people that they wrong. They 
scar their own lives and they scar the commWlities in 
which they live. By turning from hatred to understanding 
they can insure a r icher and fuller life for themselves, 
as well as for their fellows. For if we put aside 
disorder and violence, if we put aside hatred and 
lawlessness , we can provide for all our people great 
opportWlity a l most beyond our imagination. 

We will continue this battle of human dignity. 
We will apply all the resources of this great and powerful 
government to this task. We ask that all of our citizens 
unite in this hour of trial. We will not be moved by 
anyone or anything f rom the path of justice, and in this 
task we will seek the help of the Divine Power which 
surpasses the petty barriers between man and man, and 
people and people. Under His guidance, we can seek the 
biblical pror:lise: "I shall light a candle of understanding 
in thine heart which shall not be put out." And we will 
follow that light until all of us have bowed to that 
command: Let there be no strife between me and thee, 
for we be brethren. 

I met today with Governor Wallace of Alabama to 
discuss very thoroughly the situation that exists in that 
state. The Governor expressed his concern that the 
demonstrations which have taken place are a threat to the 
peace and security of the people of Alabama. I expressed 
my own concern about the need for remdying those grievances 
which led to the demonstrations by people who feel their 
rights have been denied. I said that those Negro citizens 
of Alabama who have systematically been denied the right 
to register and to participate in the choice of those who 
govern them should be provided the opportunity of 
directing national attention to their plight. They feel 
that they are being denied a very precious right, and I 
Wlderstand their concern. In his telegram last night to 
me, Governor Wallace expressed his belief that all 
eligible citizens are entitled to exercise their right to 
vote. He r epeated that belief today, and he stated that 
he is against any discrimination in that regard. I am 
firmly convinced, as I said to t he Governor a few moments 
ago, that when a ll of the eligible Negroes of Alabama have 
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been registered, the economic and the social injustices 
they have experienced throughout will be righted, and 
the demonstrations I believe will stop . I advised the 
Governor of rny intention to press with all the vigor at 
my command to assure that every citizen of this country 
is given the right to participate in his government at 
every level through the complete voting voting process. 

{C follows) 
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The Governor's expressed interest in law and order met 
with a warm response. Ne are a Nation that is governed by laws, 
and our procedure for enacting and amending and repealing these laws 
must prbvail. I told the Governor that we believe in maintaning law and 
order in every county and in every precinct in this land. I£ State and 
local authorities are unable to function, the Federal Government will 
completely meet its responsibilities. 

I told the Government that the brutality in Selma laS; 
Sunday just must not be repeated. He agreed that he abhored brutality 
and regretted any instance in which any American citizen met with 
violence. As the Governor had indicated his desire to take actions to 
remedy the existing situation in Alabama, which caused people to 
demonstrate, I respectfully suggested to : him that he ccn sider the 
following actions which I believed and the P ttorney General and others 
familiar with the matter, and associated with me believed, would 
be highly constructive at this stage of the game. 

First, I urged that the Governor publicly declare his 
support for universal sufferage in the State of Alabama, and the 
United States of America. 

Second, I urged him to assure that the right of 
peaceful assembly will be permitted in Alabama so long as law and 
order is maintained. 

Third, I expressed the hope that the Governor would 
call a bi'!'racial meeting when he returns to Alabama, to seek greater 
cooperation and to ask for greater unity among Americans of both 
races. 

I asked the Governor for his cooperation and I expres'ed 
my appreciation for his coming to Nashington to discuss this problem. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, against the background of 
what you said, and aside from the situation in Selma, I wonder if you 
could tell us your general philosophy, your belief in how demonstrators 
in o1ther parts of the country should conduct themselves3 For example, 
how do you feel ta.bout the demonstrations that are going on outside of 
the W'hite House right now, or in other parts or other cities of the 
United States and in front of Federal buildings? 

THE PRESIDENT: I tried to cover that in my statement, 
but I believe in the right of peaceful assembling. I believe that 
people have the right to demonstrate. I think you must be concerned 
with the rights of others, and I do not think a person as has been said, 
has the right to holler fire in a crowded theater. But I think that 
people should have the right to peacefully assemble and to demonstrate 
their views and to do ati~·hing they can to bring those views to the 
attention of people, provided they do not violate laws themselves and 
provided they conduct themselves as they should. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, did Governor 'Nallace 
indicate, sir, at all, an area of understanding and cooperation, except 
answer of some of your suggestions, to solve this violence there? 
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t'THE PRESIDENT: I will have to let the Governor 
speak for himself, he is going to appear tomorrow. Ne spoke very 
frankly, and very forthrightly, and we exchanged views, and we are 
not in agreement on a good many things. I am hopeful that the 
visit will be helpful and I did my best to make my viewpoint clear. 
Mr. Comer? 

QUESTION: Mr. President, I was going to ask how 
the Governor reacted. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Governor had his share of the 
conversation. He told me of the problems th at he had in Alabama, 
the fears that he entertained and he expressed the hope that I could 
do something to help bring the demonstrations to an end. I told 
him very frankly that I thought our problem, which I had been working 
on for several weeks now, was to face up to the cause of the 
demonstrations and remove the cause of the demonstrations, and that 
I hoped if he would give assurance that people would be protected in 
their demonstrations in Alabama, he would give assurance that 
he would try to improve the voting situation in Alabama -- if I 
do submit my message to the Congress and get prompt action on it 
that would insure the right of the people of Alabama to vote, that 
I thought tha. t we could improve tre demonstration situation. 

D-1 follows 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, a two Jl8.rt question on the same 
subject. 

can you tell us what your thinking is if' Ckwernor Wallace would 
not accett any or all of your suggestions, and, secondly, in accounting 
from Mor:rtganery that he had asked to see you, he indicated that he was 
concerned about a threat throughout the country. Do you sbare that concern? 

THE PRESil>ENl' : I am deeply concerned tbat our citizens anywhere 
should be discrimi:iated against and should be denied their constitutional 
rights. I have plotted my course . I ba.ve stated my views. I have made 
clear wheth~r the Governor agrees or not that law and order will prevail 
in Alabama, that people will be -- their rights to ~acef'ully assemble 
will be preserved and that their constitutional rights will be protected • 

. 
QUESTION:• Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr . Roberts. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, some of tbe clergymen who came out yesterday 
reported tbat you had detected a resurgence among moderates -- a resurgence 
among the whites inthe South . can you tell us wbat evidence you have seen 
of tbe.t and perhaps anything that is being done to encourage it ? 

THE PRESIDENT: The presence of a good many people fran the 
South in Seln:a 1 the presence of some of the ministers from the South here 1 
the messages tbat I have recei .. .red from the citizens of that a.rea, the sup 
port that the businessrren and the clergy and the labor people have given 
the Civil Right s · Act and its enforcement, have all given me strength 
and encouragement. 

QUE~ION: Mr . President, to turn to the other problem that has 
occupied so much of your hours in Viet Nam, about f'ive weeks ago, when you 
felt it neceeoary to give an order that our wives and children of our men 
in Viet Nam be withdrawn, a high officer said to me, "Give us a year and 
they will be back." I have two questions: 

1'irst, would you like to see the wives and children o'f our 
civilian and military officers in Viet Nam go back; and secondly, do you 
think that a year is a good prognostication? 

THE PRESIDENl': No, I do not think tbe.t I can be much of a prophet 
in either respect. First, I do not think that Saigon is the place for otn" 
wives and children of O\ll" military people at the moment, or else I wouldn't 
ask for them to come out . If' the situation changes, and conditions are 
different, I will pass on them in the light of those changes . I think 
tba.t anyone that makes a prophecy now as to what the sit uation will be a 
year from now would ~.ave to be a big guesser . 

QJESTION: Mr . Presidsent 1 sir, I would like to change the subje<:t 
to another matter. Mr . Otto Otepka 1 a top security officer in the State 
Department, f'aces dismissal f'or answering the questions of' sane members of' 
Congress who were investigating the security of the United states. I would 
like to know if' you can't stop this dismissal. 

THE PRESIDENI': I have had sane conversations with Secretary Rusk 
concer ning that case, and I have complete confidence in tbe manner in which 
he will handle it. 

QUESTION: Mr. President, in the last five weeks the American pe.r­
ticipati~n in the situation in South Viet Nam has undergone certain changes. 
Could you give us your view of' any benefits tba.t have accrued to us, or your 
view of the situation over the past 'five weeks in Sou th Viet Nam? 

THE PRESI:BENT: I think we ba.ve a very dif'fiC!Ult situation there 
as a result of' the instability of' the governments and the frequent changes 
o'f them. I would not say it has imp?"O'f'ed in the last f'ive weeks . I would 
say t hat otn" policy there is the policy that was established by President 
Eisenhower, as I have stated, si.nce I have been President, 46 difterent 
times, the policy carried on by President Kennedy, and the policy that we are 
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now carrying on. I ha.Te stated it as recent~ as February 17th in some 
detail, and prior to that, in my last press conference, on February 4th . 
Although the incidents have changed, in some instances the equipment has 
changed, in some instances t he tactics and perhaps tbe strategy, in a 
decision or two, has changed . 

w r policy is still the same, and t.hat is to any armed attack 
our :forces wil l reply. To any in Southeast Asia wb.o ask our help in 
defending their f'ree<.l.om, we are going to give it, and that ireans we are 
going to continue to give it . In that region, tbere is nothing that we 
covet, there is nothing we seek, there is no teITitory or no military 
position or no political ambition. OUr one desire and our one determination 
is that the people ot Southeast Asia be left in peace to work out their 
own destinies in· tha r . OVtn way. 

(J]Em'ION: Mr. President, there was a report published this 
morning that some Federal troops h.ad already been alerted at your direction 
for possible move into Alab&aa. Will you confirm this report? 

Tm: PRESIDENT: I would say that the FBI officials, the Marshals 
in th2 general area, the United States forces, including the Armed Forces, 
were ready to caITy out any instruc·l;ions that the President f!!J.Ye them, 
and the President was pre:pared to gtve them any instructions that were 
necessary and justified and wise . 

QUESTION: Mr . President, I wonder if you could tell us your re 
action to the pressures that have been mounting around the world for yau. 
to negotiate the situation in Viet Nam. Could you explain to us under 
what conditioos you might be willing to negotiate a settlement there? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, since the Geneva conference of ls62, as 
has been stated before, the United states has been in rather active and 
conti nuous consult<.. tion. ~-le have talked to other governments about the 
great danger that ve could foresee in this aggression in Southeast Asia . 
We have die; "!USsed it in the United Nations . We have discussed it in NATO. 
We have dis .. '1.\ssed it in the SEATO councils.. On innumerable occaa1ona 
we have discussed it direc~ through diplomatic channels . We have 
had direct discussions with almost every signatory of the 1954 and 1962 
pacts . 

We baYe not had any indication, and as the Secretary of State 
said the other day, )'hat is atill missing is any indication -- any 1nd1 
cation -- f'rom ~ -- that Hanoi is prepared or willing or ready to 
stop doing what it is doing against its neighbors . I think that the ab­
sence of this crucial element a:f'f'ects the cun-ent discussion of negotia­
tion. A great fi\tP.nd of mine who had great responsibilities for a long 
period of military and executive life in our government said to me the 
other day, "When I see the suggestions r.bout negotiation, I wonder if folks 
don ' t ~cognize tbL t there must be saneone to negotiate with, and there 
must be someone willing to negotiate. 11 
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QUESTION: I said , sir , that the events in 
Selma occurred last Sunday , and I asked why you waited 
to have a press conference and make a statement until 
late Saturday afternoon? 

THE PRESIDENT : I know of nothing that either 
required or justified my ma~ing a statement prior to the 
time t hat I had a recommendation to make on the problem 
that was facing us, namely, they wer e demonstrating about 
voting rights, and I had that message delivered to me 
only a few hours ago . I have r eviewed it , and I am in 
general agreement on what I arn going to send to the 
Congress . It happened that I had time this afternoon 
to review it, and I had the information that was availab~e 
to me . 

I think t he President shoul d have some l eeway 
when he deterMines to have p ress conferences . I have had 
46 since I have been President. I plan to have a t least 
one a month. But the President will det ermine when 
they are he ld , where they are held, and what subjects he 
discusses . 

QUESTION: Mr. President , I understand that 
there h as been some violence in t he Youth Camps, Youth 
Corps Car.\ps , or Job Corps , and that involved a knifing , 
and there have been one or more deaths as a result of 
that. 

TUC PRESIDENT: I just went to Camp Catoctin 
last week to build up the morale in the camp, and give 
them public confidence. I visited the c amp last week 
because I had agreed to some time ago, and I had been 
forced t o cancel one p l anned visit. I want to visit a 
good many of their camps . We all deepl y regret any 
acciden t or any violence or any injuries that may occur 
at any time . That is not any r eason , though , or rather 
that is not the sole reason I should be interested in 
what they are doing . I hope my visits will help me to 
better understand their work, perhaps to stiMulate some 
of t hem, and maybe improve on what is being done. 

I should l ike to ask you to stay her e for 
another 10 or 15 minutes for the Attorney General to 
give you a very b rie f briefing on t he high point s o f 
this message , and if you will do that for 15 minutes, he 
will be here longer, as Mr . ?foyers will, but at t he 
conclusion of 15 minutes I hope that Mr . Reedy will tell 
tell you , and any of you that need to rush away to meet 
your deadlines can do so . 

(Time : 4 : 2 0 PM) 

(MORE FOLLOWS} 
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(THE FOLLOWING IS FOR BACKGROUND ONLY:) 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is on a BACKGROUND 
basis. 

Has television been cut on this? 

QUESTION: Yes. 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Can we have it cut on this? 

THE PRESIDENT: Please, folks, let's don't take up 
time; cut off your cameras and television, please. Let Mr. 
Katzenbach go ahead. Some of the reporters are very anxious to 
meet a deadline. ~Ve try to be cooperative with you. ·.Vould NBC 
cameras cut over there, and let's move out of the way. 

THE ATTORNEY GENERA L: Let me run .... yes, 
they are all off. 

Let me run very quickly for you through the principal 
provisions that are going to be in the legislation which the President 
is going to propose. First of all, it is going to be based on the 
Fifteenth Amendment. The Fifteenth Amendment provides that 
Congress has the power to legislation in order to implement its 
provisions which forbid any State or the Federal Government to 
discriminate in voting on the basis of race or color. It is gcing 
to affect all of those States and all of those voting districts where 
there has been discrimination in the past, and it is going to be 
triggered by an automatic formula which we have devised which 
will cover all of those areas where there have been complaints 
about discrimination. 

'N'ithin those areas, it is going to abolish all 
restrictions except age and residence, conviction of a crime, 
mental problems, and requiring nothing more than the filling out 
of a very simple form; name and address, and length of residence 
and so forth. 

It is going to cover all elections, Federal, State 
and local. It is going to provide that ~ti;. State officials don't 
register people, Federal officials will, wherever that occurs, and 
it is going to set up a system that is not gong to require every single 
person to go and be turned down before he comes to a Federal 
official. 

It is going to establish a system which gets all of the 
names of those people who come te"I Federal officials, if that is 
necessary, registered on the State books. The Federal officials 
will be run unde the supervision of the Civil Service Commission. 

It is goi g to set up a system not only to get those people 
registered, but to get those people voted whenever they are certified 
by the appropriate Federal official as being eligible to vote. It is 
going to be automatic and quick. It is not gong to provide for 
delaying lawsuits or permit that each person's right to vote be 

0 
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proved with great evidence in the courts. It is going to include broader 
and more severe penalties on State officials or anyone else who 
interferes with the rights of anyone to register and vote. 

Now, those are the principal provisions. Are there any 
questions? 

QUESTION: On that provision regarding the conviction 
for a crime 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Felonies. 

QUESTION: Not any crime, but felonies. 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. 

QUESTION: Can you give us any idea what sort of 
bipartisan support, if any, you have for this legislation: 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: This legislation is got~~ 
to have bipartisan support and I have no question th at it will get 
bipartisan support. 

QUESTION: Nhere will the action come first, in the 
House or the Senate? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: I can't anawer that at this 
point. The bill is not there at this point. 

THE PRESIDENT: It depends on the House percentage. 

QUESTION: Nill the registrars be appointed by 
officials here in Nashington or by Federal District Courts? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: The officials will be 
appointed simply under the jurisdiction of the Civil Service Commission 
on which is a bipartisan commission and will have the power to 
appoint those people. They will be people local in the area. 

MORE 
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QUESTIONz Can you describe in more detail 
this simple formula that will apply to all the states? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes . We believe that 
wherever SO per cent of the people have not been 
registered in the past, all people , or SO per cent voted 
in the general election in the past, that that would 
automatically invoke the provisions of this Act, and 
where there is a literacy or othe r test. 

QUESTION: Nill that go down to the level of 
voting districts? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL : Yes. 

QUESTION: Sir, how many voters do you t hink 
it will add to the rolls? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL : As many as are eligible . 

THE PRESIDENT : Substantial. 

T!IE ATTORJ.~EY GENERAL: A substantial nu.'t\ber. 

QUESTION : Will the penalty be imprisonment? 

THE AT'"l'ORNEY GENERAL: There will be broader 
penalties on people who attempt to interfe r e , coerce , 
in ·.erfere with or otherwise attempt to coerce people 
from registering or voting. Those will be crin'inal 
penalties . 

QUESTION: T-'lill there be any provision in the 
event t hat votes are not counted for Federal District 
Courts to hold up the results of an election? 

~Hll A'f!eORNEY GFJNER.U, i Yes, the re will be a 
power in the court s to impound all ballo ~s in any such 
district where people are not permitted to vote, and give 
them time to vot e . 

QUESTION: Mr . Attorney General , I may have 
missed this point, but on the literacy t est, a r e the re 
to be any literacy tests, or what kind of lite racy tests, 
and if they are sone of the kind of tests t hey have been , 
would that be considered a vi olation? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, the t ype of tests 
there have been. I think the simple ability to read and 
write is dsmonstrated by being able to fill out your name 
and address, and state how long you have been a resident 
of the state where you live. 

QUESTION: Sir , can you tell us what states 
would come under this automatic triggering device that 
you have worked out? What states would be eligible? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL : The states that would come 
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under it would be Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama. 
It would include a lot of voting districts elsewhere. 

QUESTION: Do I understand you correctly, Mr. 
Attorney General, that upon passage of this l aw , just 
to take an example, the registration procedure in Selma 
would automatically go under the Federal Government? 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL: No , it would not 
automatically go uneer the Federal Government, but this 
law would provide what the state could do. If the state 
regis trars then declined to comply with it, a federal 
official woul d be appoint~d to see that the people had 
a place to register in Selma. 

G follows 
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(THE FOLLCMING IS ON THE RECORD: ) 

'mE PRESIDENT: I should like to observe that the 15 minutes is 
about up, but at 9:00 o'clock, in Mr. Reedy's ott1ce on Monday morning, 
we plan, and hope, and pray that we will have the message ready tor you. 
If you will be ready for it, there will be a. briefing there • 

Over the pa.st few weeks, I have determined that we would have 
a voting rights law this year on about November 15th, and so inforn:!d 
certain members ot the Congress and certain Governors of the States. 
Since that time, I have talked to the Majority and Minority Leader, the 
chairmen of various comnittees, the Speaker of the House, and haw reviewed 
with them the highlights of my viewpoint and have asked the Attorney General 
to go into some detail in connection with tbe principles that we would be.ve 
in this bill. 

We a.re very anxious to have Democratic and Republican support. 
As you kDow, President Kennedy in the Kennedy-Johnson Administration in 
1963, in the civil rights measure that I counseled on and worked on and 
approved, submitted to the Congress a voting rights section that provided, 
however, for voting only in Federal elections. That section was deleted 
in the legislation that finally came to me and, as a result of that de­
letion, I have felt that we should again approach that subject, but to 
extend it from Federal elections to both state and local elections. I be.ve 
talked to the leaders of the Negro organizations in this country and asked 
f'or their suggestions, and asked tor their counsel. I have talked to various 
Southeirn Sena.tors and Southern leaders, inclui::ling Governors, and generally 
reviewed with them what I hope to have encompassed in this legislation. 
Of course, there will be amendments and changes, and extensions and dele­
tions. But I think that our message will go to the Congress Monday. Per­
haps the bill will accompany it. If not, it will go there very shortly. 
We will not only expect the Congress to give fair and just consideration 
to the Administration bill, which they have been asking for for several 
days now, but to give consideration to any one suggestion, as tbey always 
do. So if' you will be back at 9: 00 o'clock Monday, we will have a briefing 
on the details of the message. 

We thank you for enduring us this afternoon. 

THE PRESS: Thank you, Mr. President. 

END (At 4:30 p.m. EST) 
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l met today with Goveraor Walla.ce oS Alabama 

to diacu•• th• slwation that baa clev•l~cl ill bia State. 

The Governor npr••••d hi• conce~o. that the 

4emo11•tra.tiona which have iak.en place &JO• a thr•at to the 

peAc• an.4 a.-cuzlty o1 the clli&•IY of Alabama. 

l expreaeed by own co.nce:rn &bol.lt th• oeed lor 

remriyina tho•• 1r1evaoc•• which 1u• to demonatratlou 

by p•ople wbo l••l thob toiaJ>t• have been denied. 1 eaid 

that tho•• N.eaoo citlceu of Alabama who have ayaternatically 

been d.oniocl the r\ght to 1'egi9ler and to panic;ipate i t~ 

choke of tbo•• who 1over11 them. ahould la provided the 

opportuutty ol dirvctin.a national attenUon to th~lr plight. 

They !eel they &re ben1na d.enlo.d a very pretrioua dah.t. and 

lnuader•ta.nd their concern.. 

In hi• telea~am to me, Oovernoi- Wallace 

ups•••ed hi• belie! tba.l all clti..n• are eatitlod to exerclae 

the ri1bt to vou. I am firmly coavineed, a.• 1 told tho 

Cionrnoz today. that w!Ulfl a.ll of the ell1lbl• Noaro.• of 

Alabama have bean registered, the eeonomlc and 1ocla1 

lnjutice• lh•y ha." experleoceci througbCNt will be rl~ht.d 

and tu 4omoo.etraUon• will stop. 1 advlae4 the GovenLor 

of my luteutlon to pr••• with alt the .taor o! whtcb I am. 

http:lnuader�ta.nd
http:Walla.ce
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capable to aeeu.r• that nery citl••G of tbia couD.try 1• 

atvea th• rlaht to particlpat• ill hi• 1ov•r1lm•Dt -- at 

every level ... throuab tho voUq proceaa. 

ao•or.oed by law• aD4 our proc.cturea for enact"", amea4· 

1n1. aad repeallq ~m m.uat prenil. I told the Governor 

-.. believe la mat.aaialna law a.ad order ln every ~OQDty 

and pre.:inct ill tbe cO\Ultry. U tat• aodlll>cal autborlti•• 

it• rea~lb111t1••· l told the Goveraor that the brutality 

and •u.rchy i• Selma la•t 5'anc!ay moet llOl be re~tect. 

He aar-.d. 

A• tbe Go••r.oz had iDdicated ht. desisa to 

tab actloa• to remedy the aiatina aituatloa in Alabama 

whl<:h cau••• people to d9mOUtl"&te, 1 •.a11••t•d to him that 

he eoui4•r the followlna action•, whleb 1 belieTe4 wowd 

Fb1t, 1 ur1ed that he publicly decla~• hi• 

aupport tor uaivera&l aw!r..1• ln the State of Ala'b&ma 

au ht the Unltecl Stat••· 

http:Go��r.oz
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S•co-4, 1 ur1•d him to aesure that the rl&bt 

of peacef\tl •••embly wlll be permitted in Alabama ao loq 

•• law and o:rder ia maintained; 

Tblrd. 1 orged th• Governor to call a bl• raeial 

meetla& wbea h• returu to Momao ery to •••k 1reat•r 

cooperation •Jld uaity amoq Am•rlcau of l>oeh .n.ci••· 
1••kH tu G~erDOr for hi• cooperation and 

expr•e•ed my appreciation for hia vlelt. 



This March week has brought a deep and painful challenge to 

the unending sei:rch for American freedom. That challenge Is not yet 

over. But before It is ended wery resource of this government will 

be directed to ensuring justice for men of all races -- in Alabama and 

everywhere In this land. That Is the meaning of the oath I swore 

before Almighty God when I took this office. That Is what I believe 

In with all my hearl That Is what 
~ 

people demand. 

Last Sunday a group of Negro Americans In Selma, Alabama, 

attempted peacefully to protest tne nial of the most basic political 

right of all -- the right to vote. They were attacked, and some were 

brutally beaten. 

From that moment, until this, we have acted effectively to 

protect the constitutional rights of the citizens of Selma, and to prevent 

further violence and lawlessness. 

More than seventy federal officials, Including FBI agents, 

Justice Department lawyers and Governor Collins whom I asked to go 

to Selma, have been continuously present In Selma. Tney have all 

been orking to keep the peace and enforce the law. 

At all times the full power of the federal government has been 

reddy to protect the people of Selma against further lawlessness. 
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But the final answer to this problem wlll be found, not In armed 

confrontation, but In tne process of law. We have acted to bring this 

conflict from the streets to the courtroom. Your government nas asked 

the federal court to order the law officials of Alabama not to Interfere 

with American citizens who are peacefully demonstrating for their 

constitutional rights. 

\Vhen the court has made its order, it must be lllbmli obeyed. 

Tne events of last Sunday cannot and will not be repeated. 

But the demonstrations In Selma have a larger meaning. They 

are a protest against a deep and unjust flaw fn American democr cy 

Itself. 

Ninety-five years ago our Constitution was amended to require 

that no American be denied the right to vote because of race or color. 

Almost a century later many Americans are kept from voting simply 

because they are Ne;,roes. 

Therefore, tnls w1ond y, I will send to the Congress a request 

for legislation to carry out the command of the Constitution. Wherever 

there Is discrimination this law will strike down all restrictions used 

to deny the right to vote. It wfll establish aslmple uniform standard 

which cannot be used, however Ingenious the effort, to flaunt the 

Constitution. And If state officials refuse to cooperate, then citizens 
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will be registered by federal officials. 

This law Is not an effort to punish or coerce. Its object Is 

one which no American in his heart can truly reject It is to give 

all our people the right to choose their leaders. To deny this right 

Is to deny democracy Itself. 

What happened in Selma was an American tragedy. The blows 

that were received, the blood that was shed, the life that was Jost, must 

strengthen our determination to bring justice to all our people. 

This is not just the policy of your government or your President 

It Is the heart and the purpose and the meaning of America. 

We all know how complex and difficult It is to bring about basic 

social change in a democracy. But this complexity must not obscure 

the clear and simple moral issues. It Is wrong to do violence to peaceful 

citizens In the streets of their town. It Is wrong to deny Americans the 

right to vote. It is wrong to deny any person full equality because of 

the color of his skin. 

The promise of America Is asimple promise. Every person shall 

share In the blessings of this land on the basis of his merits as a person. 

He shall not be judged by his color or his beliefs, or his religion, by 

where he was born or the neighborhood in which he lives. 

All my life I have seen America move closer toward that goal. 

And every step of the way has brought enlarged opportunity for 

all our people. 
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Those who do injustice are as surely the victims of their own 

acts as the people they wrong. They scar their own lives and the 

communities In which they live. By turnin g from hatred to under­

standing they can ensure a richer and fuller life for themselves as 

well as for their fellows. 

For if we put aside disorder and violence, hatred and lawlessness, 

we can provide, for all our people, opportunity almost beyond imagination. 

We will con tlnue the b3ttle for human dignity. We will apply 

all the resources of government to the task. \Ve will not be moved from 

the path of justice. 

And In this task we will seek the help of that Divine Power 

which surpasses the petty barriers between man and man, people and 

people. Under His guidance we can seek the Biblical promise 11 I shall 

light a candle of understanding In thine heart which shall not be put 

oul" And we will follow that light until all of us nave bowed to the 

command "let there be no strife .•• between me and thee .••. for 

we be brethren. " 
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PRESS ~NP'ERENCE li')• 30 

ot the 

t') l'RES:mEffl' OF TBE UNITED STATES 

3:45 P.M. 
seturda.y 
March 13, 1$65 

In The Rose Garden 
At The White House 
Was~ington, D. C. 

THE PRESIDENI': Good afternoon, ladies and gentle-men. 

T\lis march week has ~rought a. very deep and pe.inf\11 challenge 
t o tbe unending search for American treedom. That challenge is not yet 
over, but before it is ended, every resource ot this Government will be 
directed to insuring justice for all men of all races, in Alabama. and 
everywtere in this land. That is tse meaning of the oath that I swore 
before Almighty God when I to~ the office of the t>residency. That is 
what I believe in with all of w heart • irtat is wb&t the ~ople of this 
country dem&nai • 

Last Sunday a group of Negro ADlericans in Selma, Alabama., at­
teJ?rBted peacefully to p~test the denial of the most basic political right 
of all - - the right t o vote. They were attacked and sQme were grutally 
beaten. From that moment until this, w~ have acted effectively to pr~tect 
the constitutions.l rights of the citizens of Selma, and to prevent fUrther 
violence and lawlessness in this country wherever it occurred. More than 
.JO United States Government officials, including FDI a.gents, including 
Justice Department lawyers, Governor Collins, the Assistant Attorney 
General, Mr. John Doar, whom I asked to go ta:: Selma, have been continUG:JUSly 
present in Selma. They have all been working to keep the peace a.M to 
en:f'orce the law. 

At all times the full vcwer of the Federal Government has been 
ready to protect the people of Selma against further lawlessness, ~ut the 
final answer to this problem will be found not in armed confrontation, but 
in tbe Drocess of law. We have acted to bring this conflict f'ran the streets 
to tne court rer,m. Your Government, at r:;::;r direction, asked the Federal 
Court in Ala~ama. to order taclaw of'f'icials of Ala'ljama. not to interfere 
with American citizens who are };)eacef'ully demonstrating for their con­
stitutional rights. When the court ~s made its order, it must be obeyed. 

The events of last SUnday cannot and will not 0e repeated, but 
the demonstrations in Selma have a much larger meaning. They are a p~test 
against a deep and very unjust flaw in American democracy itself. Ninety 
five years ago our Constitution was a.mend~d to reQUire that no American be 
~enied the right t yi vote f)ecause of race, or color. Almost a century later, 
Americans are ke?}t frC01 voting simply ~cause they are Negroes. Tij.erefore, 
thi~ Monday I will send to the Congress a request for legislation to carry 

.put t~e amendment of the Constitution. Wherever there is discrimination, 
this law will strike down all restrictions used to deny the people the right 
to v9 te. It will establish a simple, uniform standard; which cannot be used 
however ingenuous the effort to flaunt ~ur Constitution. If State officials 
refuse to cnoperate, then citizens will be registered by Federal officials. 
This law is not an ef'fort tf' J)unish or coerce anyone. Its object is one 
which no American in hl.s }?ea.rt can truly reject. It is to give all our 
~epple the right to ch~ose tl.i..eir :Waders; to deny this right, I think, is to 
deny ~emocracy itself. What happened in Selma was an American tragedy. 
T3.e blows that were received, t hle blood tbat was shed, the life of' the good 
man t~t WBS lost, must strengthen the determination of each of' us to bring 
tull a.nd equal and exact justice to all of our people. 

This is not just the ~licy of your Oovernment or your !'resident. 
It is in th? ~ea.rt and: the purpose and the meaning of America. itself. We 
all know how C611lplex nnd aow difficult it is to bring about basic social 
change in a democracy, but this complexity must not o},scure the clear and 
simple moral issues. 

D f ollAWS 
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It is wrong to do violence to peaceful citizens 
in the streets of their town . It is wrong to deny 
Americans the right to vote . It is wrong to deny any 
person full equality because of the color of his skin . 
The promise of America is a simple promise: Every person 
shall share in the blessings of this land, and they shall 
share on the basis of their merits as a person. They 
shall not be judged by their color or by their beliefs , 
or by their religion, or by where they wer e born , or the 
neighborhood i n which they live . 

All rcy life I have seen America move closer 
t oward that goal , and every step of the way has b r ou ght 
enlarged opportunity and more happiness for a ll of our 
people . Those who do injustice are as surel y the victims 
of their own acts as the peopl e that they wrong. They 
scar their own lives and they scar the communities in 
which they live. By turning from hatred to understandi ng 
they can insure a richer and fuller life for themse l ves , 
as well as for their fellows . For if we put aside 
disorder and violence , if we ~ut aside hatred and 
l awlessness , we can provide for all our people great 
opportunity almost beyond our imagination . 

Ne will continue this battle of human dignity . 
He wi ll apply all t he resources of this great and powerful 
government to this task. We ask that all of our citizens 
unite in this hour of t rial . We will not be moved by 
anyone o~ anythi ng from t he path of j ustice, and in this 
task we will seek the help of the Divine Power which 
surpasses the petty barriers between man and man, and 
people and people. Under His guidance, we can seek the 
biblical pror:lise : "I shall light a candl e of understanding 
in thine h~art which shall not be put out . " And we will 
follow that light until all of us have bowed to that 
command: Let there be no strife between me and thee , 
for we be brethren. 

I met today wi th Governor Hallace of Alabama to 
discuss very thoroughl y the situation that exists in that 
state . The Governor expressed his concern that the 
demons trations which have taken place are a threat to the 
peace and security of the people of Alabana. I expressed 
my own concern about the need for remdying those grievances 
which l ed to the demonstrations by people who fee l t hei r 
rights have been denied . I said that those Negro citizens 
of Alabama who have systematically been denied the right 
to register and to parti cipate in the choice of those who 
govern them should be provided the opportunity of 
directing national attention to their plight . They feel 
that they are being denied a very precious right, and I 
understand their concern. In his telegram last ni ght to 
me , Governor Wallace expressed his belief that all 
eli gibl e citizens are entitled to e xercise their right to 
vote . He repeated that belief today , and he stated that 
he is against any discrimination in that regard. I am 
firmly convinced , as I said to the ~overnor a few moments 
ago , that when all of the eligible Negroes of Alabama have 
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been registered, the economic and the social injustices 
they have experienced throughout will be righted, and 
the demonstrations I believe will stop. I advised the 
Governor of my intention to press with ail the vigor at 
my command to assure that every citizen of this country 
is given the right to participate in his government at 
every level through the complete voting voting process. 

(C follows) 
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The Governor's expressed interest in law and order met 
with a warm response. Ne are a Nation that is governed by laws, 
and our procedure for enacting and amending and repealing these laws 
must prevail. I told the Governor that we believe in maintaning law and 
order in every county and in every pr e cinct in this land. If State and 
local authorities are unable to function, the Federal Government will 
completely meet its responsibilities . 

I told the Government that the brutality in Selma la!t 
Sunday just must not be repeated. H e agreed that he abhored brutality 
and regretted any instance in which any American citizen met with 
violence. As the Governor had indicated his desire to take actions to 
remedy the exi sting situation in Alabama, which caused people to 
demonstrate, I respectfully suggested to :him that he coo sider the 
following actions which I believed and the P ttorney General and others 
familiar with the matter, and associated with me believed, would 
be highly constructive at this stage of the game. 

Fir st, I urged that the Governor publicly declare his 
support for universal sufferage in the State of Alabama, and the 
United States of America. 

Second, I urged him to assure that the right of 
peaceful assembly will be permitted in Alabama so long as law and 
order is maintained. 

Third, I expressed the hope that the Governor would 
call a bi~racial meeting when he returns to Alabama, to seek greater 
cooperation and to ask for greater unity among Americans of both 
races. 

I asked the Governor for his cooperation and I expreize:d 
my appreciaiion for his coming to Washington to discuss this problem • . ~~ 

~UESTION: Mr. President, against the background of 
what you said, and aside from the situation in Selma, I wonder if you 
could tell us your general philosophy, your belief in how demonstrators 
in o1ther parts of the country should conduct themselves;? For example, 
how do you feel tab-out the demonstrations that are going on outside of 
the Nhite House right now, or in other parts or other cities of the 
United States and in front of Federal buildings? 

THE PRESIDENT: I tried to cover that in my statement, 
but I believe in the right of peaceful assembling. I believe that 
people have the right to demonstrate. I think you must be concerned 
with the rights of others, and I do not think a person as has been said, 
has the right to holler fire in a crowded theater. But I think that 
people should have the right to peacefully assemble and to demonstrate 
their views and to do art~-hing they can to bring those views to the 
attention of people , provided they do not violate laws themselves and 
provided they conduct themselves as they should. 

~,.j; L ~TION: Mr. President, did Governor Nallace 
indicate, sir, at all, an area of understanding and cooperation, except 
answer of some of your suggestions, to solve this violence there? 
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¥ THE PRESIDENT: I will have to let the Governor 
speak for himself, he is going to appear tomorrow. Ne spoke very 
frankly, and very forthrightly, and we exchanged views, and we are 
not in agreement on a good many things. I am hopeful that the 
visit will be helpful and I did my best to make my viewpoint clear. 

Mr.Co~ 

~ QUESTION: Mr. President, I was going to ask how 
the Governor reacted. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Governor had his share of the 
conversation. He told me of the problems th at he had in Alabama, 
the fears that he entertained and he expressed the hope that I could 
do something to help bring the demonstrations to an end. I told 
him very frankly that I thought our problem, which I had been working 
on for several weeks now, was to face up to the cause of the 
demonstrations and remove the cause of the demonstrations, and that 
I hoped if he would give assurance that people would be protected in 
their demonstrations in Alabama, he would give assurance that 
he would try to improve the voting situation in Alabama -- if I 
do submit my message to the Congress and get prompt action on it 
that would insure the right of the people of Alabama to vote, that 
I thought that we could improve the demonstration situation. 

D-1 follows 
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QUESTION: Mr. President, a two pe.rt question on the same 
subject. 

can you tell us wb.e.t your thinking is if Ckwernor Wallace would 
not accett fmY or all of your suggestions, and, secondly, in accounting 
from Montgomery that he bad asked to see you, he indicated tb.e.t he was 
concerned about a threat throughout the country. Do you share that concern? 

THE FRESmENr : I am deeply concerned tbat our citizens anywhere 
should be discriminated against and should be denied their constitutional 
rights . I have plot ted my course . I bave stated my views . I have ma.de 
cl ear whether the Governor agrees or not that law and order will prevail 
in Alabama, that people will be -- their rights to peace:rully assemble 
will be preserved and that their constitutional rights will be protected • 

. 
QUESTION: • Mr. President? 

p. .. 1r ~IDENT: Mr. Roberts. 

c.J.-.,tlA,J QUESTION: Mr. President, some of tbe clergymen who ca.me out yesterday 
reported that you had dete~ed a resurgence among moderates -- a resurgence 
among the whites inthe South. can you tell us wbat evidence you have seen 
of that and perhaps anything that is being done to encourage it? 

THE PRESIDENT: The presence of a good maey people tran the 
South in Selma, the presence of some of the ministers trom the South here, 
the messages tbat I have received :f'rom the citizens of that area, the sup 
port tb.e.t the businessi:nen and the clergy and the labor people have given 
the Civil Rights · Act and its enforcement, have e.11 given me strength 
and encoDment. JC,I 

, ft •• 

~ QUE~ION: Mr. President, to turn to the other problem that has 
occupied so much of your hours in Viet Nam, about five weeks ago, when you 
felt it necessary to give an order that our wives and children of our men 
in Viet Nam be withdrawn, a high o:ficer sai d to me, "Give us a year and 
they will be back." I have two questions: 

First, would you like to see the wives and children of our 
civilian and military officers in Viet Nam go back; and secondly, do you 
think that a year is a good prognostication? 

TIIE PRESIDENT : No, I do not think that I can be much of a prophet 
in either respect. First, I do not think that Saigon is the place for our 
wives and children of our military people at the moment, or else I wouldn't 
ask for them to come out. If the situation changes, and conditions a.re 
different, I will pass on them in the light of those changes . I think 
that anyone that makes a prophecy now as to what the situation will be a 
year from now w~~d laave to be a cig guesser. 

£d• ,..._ ·~ 
l'\.. , • .&J.,.., ~ CJ]ESTION: Mr. Presidsent, sir, I would like to change the subje~ 
~to another mtter. Mr . Otto Otepka, a top security officer in the State 

Department, :races dismissal for answering the questions of sane members of 
Congress who were investigating the security of the United states. I would 
like to know if you can't stop this dismissal. 

THE PRESmENT: I have had sane conversations with Secretary Rusk 
concer ning that case, and I have complete confidence in tbe manner in which 
he will b.e.ndle it. 

• lr111•· 4·~ ~ ~ QUESTION: Mr. President, in the last five weeks the American par-u- ~icipation in the situation in South Viet Nsm has undergone certain changes. 
Could you give us your view of aey benefits that have accrued to us, or your 
view of the situation over the past five weeks in Sou th Viet Nam? 

THE PRESISENT: I think we have a very difficult situation there 
as a result of the instability of the governments and the frequent changes 
of tbem. I would not say it has improyei in the last five weeks. I would 
say that our policy there is the policy that was established by President 
Eisenhower, as I have stated, s:Lnce I have been President, 46 different 
times, the policy carried on by President Kennedy, and the policy that we are 
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now carrying on. I ha.Te stated it e.s recently e.s Februar:'y 17th in some 
detail, and prior to that, in my last press conference, on February 4th . 
Although the incidents have changed, in some instances the equipnent has 
changed, in some instances the tactics and perhaps the strategy, in a 
decision or two / has changed. 

Our policy is still the same, and that is to any armed attack 
our forces will reply. To aey in Southeast Asia who ask our help in 
def'end.i ng their freedom, we are going to give it, and that means we are 
going t o continue to give it. In that region, tbere is nothing that we 
covet, there is nothing we seek, there is no te?Titory or DO idllta.ry 
position or no political ambition. OUr one desire and our one determination 
is that the people of Southeast Asia be l eft in peace to work out their 
own destinies in· their . own way. 

/":'! \a l ~N: Mr. President, there was a report published this 
I~ morning that some Federal troops had already been alerted at your direction 

for possib~e move into Alabama. Will you confirm this report? 

T'.lE PRESIDENT: I would say t hat the FBI of'f'icials, the Marshals 
i n the general area, the United States forces, including the Armed Forces, 
were ready to carry out any instructi ons that the President f!J3.Ye them, 
and t!rle President was prepared to gl.ve them any instructions that were 
nee~ :~~~ified and wise. 

1\~ P QUESTION: Mr. President, I wonder if you could tell us your re 
............ action to the preosures that have been mounting around the world for you 

to negotiate the situation in Viet Nam. Could you explain to us under 
what concliticns you might be willing to negotiate a settlement there? 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, since the Geneva conference of ls62, as 
has been stated before, the United states has been in rather active and 
cont1mit:>us consultt. tion. ~-le have talked to other governments about the 
great danger that ve could foresee in this aggression in Southeast Asia. . 
We have discussed it in the United Nations . We have discussed it in NATO . 
We have discussed it in the SEA'ro coun"cile . . On innumerable occaoions 
we have discussed it direc~ through diploma.tic channele. We have 
had direct discussions with almost every signatory of the 1954 and 1962 
pacts. 

We have not bad any indication, and as the Secretary of State 
said the other day, )(bat is still missing is any indication -· any 1nd1 
cation -- f'rom a.eyone - - th&t Hanoi is prepared or willing or ready to 
stop doing what it is doing against its ne18hbors. I think that the ab­
sence of this crucial element a.:f':fects the cl.llTent discussion of negotia­
tion. A great fn1.P.nd of mine who had great responsibilities for a long 
period of m1.11tery and executive life in our government said to me the 
other da;y, ' Wben I see the suggestions ebout negotiation, I wonder if folks 
don't ~cognize t~ t there must be saneone to negotiate with, and there 
must be someone willing to negotiate. " 

E follows 
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~· C\)'6 ~ ., ~: . 
QUESTION: I said, sir, that the events in 

Selma occurred last Sunday, and I asked why you waited 
to have a press conference and make a statement until 
late Saturday a fternoon? 

THE PRESIDENT: I know of nothing tha t either 
r equired or justified my making a statement prior to the 
time that I had a recommendation to make on the problem 
that was facing us, namely, they were demonstrating about 
voting rights , and I had that message delive r ed to me 
only a few hours ago. I have r eviewed it, and I am in 
general agreement on what I am going to send to the 
Congress. It happened that I had time this afternoon 
to review it, and I had the information that was availab~e 
to me . 

I think t he President should have some leeway 
when he determines to have press conf erences. I have had 
46 since I have been President. I plan to have at least 
one a month. But the President will determine when 
they are held, wher e they are held, and what subje cts he 
discusses . 

r~ESTION : 
there has been some 
Corps Car.tps, or Job 
and there have been 
that. 

Hr. Presi dent, I understand that 
violence i n the Youth Camps, Youth 
Corps, and that involved a knifing, 
one or more deaths as a result of 

'l'HI; PRES IDENT: I just went to Camp Catoctin 
l as t week to bui ld up the morale in the camp , and give 
them public confidence . I visited the camp last week 
because I had agreed to some time ago, and I had been 
forced t o cancel one planned visit. I want to visit a 
good many of their camps . We all deeply regret any 
accident or any violence or any injuries that may occur 
at any time . That is not any reason , though, or rather 
that is not the sole reason I should be interested in 
what they are doing. I hope my visits will help me to 
better understand their work, perhaps t o stimulate some 
of them, and maybe improve on what is being done. 

I should l i ke to ask you to stay here for 
another 10 or 15 minutes for the Attorney General to 
give you a very brief briefing on the high points of 
this message , and if you will do that for 15 minutes , he 
will be here longer, as Mr . Moyers will, but at the 
conclusion of 15 minutes I hope that Mr . Reedy wi ll tell 
tell you, and any of you that need to rush away to meet 
your deadlines can do so. 

(Ti me : 4 : 20 PM) 

(MORE FOLLOWS) 
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I met today with Governor Wal lace of Alabama 
to discuss the situation that has developed in his 

State. 
The Governor expressed his concern that the 

demonstrations which have taken place are a threat 
to the peac! and security of the citizens of Alabama. 

I expressed my own concern about the need for 
remed ing those grieVan'Ces which lead to demon­
s rations y people who feel their rights have been 
denied. I said that those Negro citizens of Alabama 
whohave systematically been denmd the right 



- 2 ­
to register and to participate in the choice of those 
who govern them, sllould be provided the 
~tportunity of directing national attention to their 
p ight. They feel they are being den ied a very 
precious right, and I understand their concern. 

In his telegram to me , Governor Wallace 
expressed his belief that al I eligible citizens are 
entitled to exercise the riQiit to vote. He repeated 
that belief today and stated that he is against 

discrimination in that regard. I am firmJy 



---
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convinced, as I told the Governor toda~, that 

when al I of the el igib'ie'Negroes of Alabama have 
been ---registered, the economic and social in justices 
they nave experienced throughout will be r ighted 
and the demonstrations will sto.e. I advised the 
Governor of my intention to presy5fiwith ~the vigor 
of which I am capable to assure at every citizen 
of this country is given the Feight to partiCi pate in 
his government -- at every evel -- through the 



- 4 ­
votin g process. 

The Governor's expressed interest in law and 
order met with a warm response. We are a nation 
governed bylaws and our procedures for enacting 
amending, and repealing them must prevail. I told-the Governor we believe in maintaining law and order 
in yvery county and precincf in Ifie cO"uiit'ry. If 
Sta e and local authorities are unable to function 
the Federal government will meet its responsibilities. 

I told the Governor that the brutality in Selma last 
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Sunday must not be repeated. He agreed that he--. 

abhorred brutality and regretted any incidents in 
which any American citizen met with violence. 

As the Governor had indicated his desire to 
take actions to remedy the exist ing situation in 
Alabama which causes people to demonstrate, I 
suggested to him that he consider the foll owing actions, 
which I believed would be constructive: 

First. I urged that he ~ubl ic l y declare his 
0 

supoort for universal suffrage in the State of 
• b 
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Alabama and in the United States. 

Second, I urged him to assure that the Light 
of peaceful assembly will be permitted in Alabama 
so long aS' law and order is maintained; 

Third, I urged the Governor to call a bi-racial 
meetin-g when r he returns to Montgomery to seek 
greater cooperation and unity among Amer icans of 
both races. ---­

1asked the Governor for his cooperation and 
expressed my appreciation for his vis it. 
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THE PRESIDENT March J.>. 1965 

L ee C . White 

P oints to Conaider in Connection With the Wallace Meeting 

1. Elimination of Demonstrations -- The right of petition, guaranteed by 
the Conatitution aaaures American citizens of the right to make known their 
grievances and to assemble peaceably. In fact, the type of demonatration 
wh ich Dr. King has used is nonviolent, aa distingui8hed from the riots that 
occurred in Harlem, Rochester. P aters"On, N. J., Cheater. P a., etc. We 
had a march on Washington in August 1963 with a quarte r of a million people 
and not a single untoward incident. The right is not unrest ricted or unquali ­
fied and any reasonable restriction• to protect the eafety and welfare of the 
general public would probably not violate the Constitution and would be under­
stood and ca accepted by the American people. 

Z. Law and Order -- The Governor's intereat in law and order is shared 
here. The P resident has made this clear on countless occasions. the m ost 
recent being his statement on the Selma situation last Tuesday. He sent a 
whole m essage to Congress on the subject of law enforcement only last 
M onday. But law enforcement involves behavi our that i s acceptable generally 
and the use of appropziate and acceptable force to m.aintain the peace. There 
would be no current crisis if the Alabama troopera had merely .tB-Jc;t)a 

barred the path of those who s ought to march. The horses, the whips. the 
clubs, and the tear gas was w hat shocked and aroused t he American public. 
It was the telev iaion film• of these tactics which circulated around the world 
to our nation's g reat detriment. 

3. F ederalizing the National Guard -- This will present some difficulties 
if he formally requests you to federalize the Guard and take over law en­
forcement responaibilitiea in the State. Although there are good reasons 
for not doing that: once having started i t will be very difficult to with­
draw; anything that goes w rong i s the Federal Government's responsibility. 
Nevertheless. the p ublic posture would be terribly awkward if Wallace con­
cedes that he is incapable of controlling tdle situation and requests the 
F ederal Government to do it. I am now trying to find out what past precedents 
there are and will get the inform ation as quickly as possible. 

4. What can Wallace Do to Help -- His request for a meeting and his 
visit here has highlighted his personal responsibility, which I believe is 
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all to the good. Aaaw:nlng he 18 •tncer•, he can la•ue a state ant ln· 
dlc&tiQa general aupport for o r •ri.can syate of l.&Dlvera.&1 •uf.frage 
and tFpworide &a•1lrancee tb&t right cl peaceful auembly will be per­
mitted. t Al& where tbere ta State juriadiction •o long aa there la 
concern for the eafety and w.11-bab.g of all of the cltl&eu of Alabama, 
both whtte and gro. aA4 ao lOD u law and or er u ma1ntaiaec1. 1 doa•t 
know that ha could ever apolo(ll&e. t If were able to eapr••• r or•• 
over the th of llev. ••b thoae who were iDJta.re , that 
woald go a JJ way to ar4 ClraiDia acme o1 the teua10ll ot the •ituatloa. 
Another Wna tba.t allace could do i• meet whh the Negro leadaJ'ahlp when 
he retune to nt;omery; ••• U thare la no ltope of Id.a tbat (aad 
frankly, I tl:dAk lt would 'be a od idea bi• part), JOI& may a to 
rec d 1t to anyway ao that 1uaequntly you cu alway• claim 
that yoa urged dwlt cour•e of a.ct.loll htm. 

5. Pre•l eDilal Attitude -- Deeplte the lntenh ara4 incna•bag preaaun on 
t.H Federal Govenrment to o • thlna· the Preeident U. refue to 
panic and. aead troopa to Ala1-ma an4 to inTa.de it. Jt ,ie a etep that will 
be taken ll aeceaaary. tit la perfectly obv1oua tba.t it~ that the PNatdeat 
wo-.14 make m:lly "•• a l&at reaortu, kt n:uaat ba..-. aaelatance and coopera­
Uon fr Alabam• iI •• are to avert alnlo.t a civilian lavaaion. lf the 
mood of the co try la acc1U'ately aed. the potentlal daftger i• lmm.enae. 

6. ,hat Happen• when allace Leave• tlMa bite House -- Undoubtedly he 
will meet the pn•• a• be le&ft• aod will make a atatement. You y wieh 
to 4t•cu•• with lalm any at&te&Dh.t he mig t make ia hlch he could Uullcate 
that it had bee approved by JOU• u. however. • m.eeti baa a • badly 
and it i• cleal' that be i• aboui to 10 oot &ad kunch a.a attack on you or aay 
aaytbiq ela• lrYe•pon•lble, it may be 1"11 to be p1'epared wUb your 1tate­

nt for releue by Geora• eedy al.moat 4 a.tely after allace '• 
departu.re. 

http:departu.re
http:iDJta.re


DRAFT OF PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT (or WHITE HOUSE) 

I met today wtth Governor Walla~e of Alabama to dlacuae the ten•e 

altuation that haa developed in hi• Stai.. 

The Governor expreaeed hi• concern about the demonatradon• 


that have taken place which. in hh view, threatened the peace a and 


security of the State of Ala.barn.a and lt• dtlaena. I expr••••d my own 


concern that every effort be made by stat• and local leader• to take 


neceaaary action• to relieve the tension that exlata ln certain area• o! 


Alabama and pl•daed that the F ederal Government would play it• proper 


role in reatoring tranquility and peace to the people of Alabama. 


I 	pointed out to the Governor that the Conatltution of the United 

· 	 State• aaaurea to the citizen• of thla country the ri;ht to aeaemble peace­

ably and to petltlon their Government for a redr••• of arievanc:oa. Thi8 

right. of courae. ia not unlimited or unquali.fied and, 1.n my view, reaaon­

able limitation.a may be lmpoaed on this Conatitutional right in the protection 

of the aalety and well-belna of the general population. Noverthele••· 

thoee Negro citizen• of Alabama who have •y•temaUcally been dented the 

right to r•1later a nd to participate in the choice of thoee who aovern them 

abould certainly be provided tho opportunity of directing local, a t.ate and 

national *" attention to their plight. My own peraonal commitment and 

the commitment of my Adminletration to achlevin; thl• right la, 1 believe, 
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well knowo. lo Governor Wallace•• t4l•1ram to me. he expre11ed hi• 

belief that all citi••n• are entitled to •xercbe the riah* to vote. I am 

firmly convinced that when that day com•• •• and l hope it wW not be 

far dl1tant •• when all of the •l11lble Negroea of Alabama have been 

re1i1tered, muy of th• economic and aoclal b:aju1tic•• they have exper­

ienced throu;bout th• centurl•• will be righted. I a4vieed the Ciovernor 

of my intention to p'Z'••• elth all of the viaor of which 1 am capable to 

aaaure that all citi&en• of thia country will be given the dpt to particlpata 

in their a overmnent throuab the votina proc:•••· 

The Governor ' • e.xpr••••d tntereat lJl law and order met with 

a warm reaponae here. We are a nation governed by law• and our 

procedure• for enac:tilla, a:mencUn.g and repealtna them muat prevail lf 

we &!'• to ••cape anarchy. I pointed out that l have called for law and 

order on countl••• occaaiou, the two mo•t recent beina my 1tatement 

la1t 'I u•aday on the Selma •ituatlon and my me11as• to Conir••• of 

la1t Moiiday on law enforcement aod the adminiatration of Ju•Uce. How• 

ever. I made perfectly clear to tbe Gov.nior that 1 rec:oanice the obltaa· 

ti.on to u M appropriate and acceptable force to maintain the peace. The 

televltlon film of the event• of la•t Sunday ln Selma wlth State Trooper• 

mounted on horae•, wteldtna club• ancl whip.a and '1lln1 tear aa• aa;a1n.1t 

unarmed and peaceful marcher• C&DAot. 1D my Judam•nt. be deacri'bre4 

http:aa;a1n.1t
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ae proper law enl:>rcement. Th• brutality , the exc•• •1ve force have damaaed 

not only Alabama but thh natlon. Barbarou• action• of thh type have no place 

anywhere in the world today and certainly not in the United State•. 

A ••umlna th~t the Governor wa1 •incere ln hie •tatement that he whhed 

to take action• to remedy the exhting •ituatlon,l •ugae•ted to him t~t he 

could con1lder the followin1 actiona which I believed would be con•trucUvet 

Fir•t, I uraed that he ia•u• a •tatement expre•1ln1 aeneral •upport for 

univer•al auffra1• in the State ol Alabama and ln the United State•. Second, 

l urged him to provide a•1uranc:e1 that the right of peaceful a11embly will be 

permitted in .Alabama •o lon1 a1 there h adequate protection for the 1afety 

and weU-beina of all of the c:itben1 of .Alabama, both white and Ne1ro and 10 

long ae law and order ia maintained. Third. 1 ur1ed the Governor to meet with 

the Ne1ro lead.erehlp upon hh return to Mont1omery and to attempt to work with 

local officlab. 

1 indicated to the Governor that the Federal Government would meet 

it• re1ponalbUit1e1. A1 reluctant a1 l, and any other occupant of thia office, 

would be to aend Federal troop• into any atate, I made lt cryatal clear th&& if 

ln my jud1ment 1uch action ll required to pre1erve law and order l would meet 

my conatltutlonal reaponelbUltie1 by appropriate action. 

1 aaked the Governor for hi• cooperation and 1 aincerely hope it will 

be forthcomlna. But with it o• without it, my re1pon1ib1Utle1 aze clear and 

they will be met. 



in the C\lrrent diapute but the <-ne over-riding i•aue la that thia is 

a overo ent of law and order an.d the law• muet bo euforced 

equally: where all c.f our people are concer ed. 

A• Governor of Alabama he ha• aeapOllaibilitiea to the people 

of hi• •tate and I do not and did not presume to lecture him on b.i 

reapo11aibllitiea. But aa Pl"••ident of the United State• I h.a.vo 

my reapon•ibiUtie• and l am 1otn.g to meet all of them fully and 

completely itbtn the llmlta of w ate,..r ladom 1 have and hat 4 

ever •trencth I have. 

Thie is a tion here people a.re entitled to proceed about 

their bu•i.oe•• ltbout fear of intimidation and phyaleal 'rioleuce. 

Thie is a zaation here ~opl• are entitled to aaaei:nble and mu known 

their grievance ithcut intimidation and without c oerclon. Thia is 

a nation of !re men and fr•• men c1o not have to llYe iu fear. 

A• for my lf, tam 101.na to enforce all of the law• equally. 

U the present law are inadeuqate to au.arantee fr e lUeD the protection 

tbey ahcnild ave, I am 1oina to ask for more lawa. But hatever 

may ~ the aitu.ation e are not r;iolng to permit the bull hip and the 

cattle prod to displace the evenly balanced •Calea aa the eymbol of jutice. 



I 

I met today with Governor Wallace of Alabama 

to discuss the situation that has d eveloped in his State. 

The Governor expressed his concern that the 

demonstrations which have taken place are a threat to the 

peace and secur ity of the cit izens of Alabama. 

I expressed by own concern about the need for 

remedying those grievances which lead to demonstrations 

by people who feel their rights have been denied. I said 

that those Negro citizens of A l abama who have systematically 

been denied the right to register and to participate in the 

choice of those w ho govern them, should be provided the 

opportunity of directing national attention to thei r plight. 

They feel they are bening denied a very precious right, and 

under stand their concern. 

Governor today, that when all of the eligibl e' Negroes of ;o:J~ 
Alabama have been registered, the economic and social 4..;~ 
injustices they have experienced throughout will be rig~~~ ...... 

and the demonstrations will stop. I advised the Gover nor ~}' 
of my intention to press with all the vigor of which I am 
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capable to as sure that every citizen of this country is 

given the right to participate in his government - - at 

every level - - through the voting process. 

The Governor's expressed interest in law and 

order met with a warm response. We are a nation 

governed by laws and our procedures for enacting, amend­

ing, and repealing them must prevail. I told the Governor 

we believe in maintaining law and order in every county 

and precinct in the country. li State and local authorities 

are unable to function, the Federal government will meet 

its responsibilities . I told the Governor that the brutality 

- ~ 
esire to ~ //::. 

take actions to remedy the existing situation in Alabama ~ 
which causes people to demonstrate, I suggested to him that ' 
he consider the following actions, which I believed would 

be constructive: 

First, I urged that he publicly declare his 

support for universal suffrage in the State of Alabama 

and in the United States . 
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Second, I urged him to as sure that the right 

of peaceful assembly will be permitted in Alabama so 

long as law and order is maintained; 

Third, I urged the Governor to call a bi- racial 

meeting when he returns to Montgomery to seek greater 

cooperation and unity among Americans of both races . 

I asked the Governor for his cooperation and 

expressed my appreciation for his visit. 




