
I met today with Governor Wal lace of Alabama 
to discuss the situation that has developed in his 

State. 
The Governor expressed his concern that the 

demonstrations which have taken place are a threat 
to the peac! and security of the citizens of Alabama. 

I expressed my own concern about the need for 
remed ing those grieVan'Ces which lead to demon­
s rations y people who feel their rights have been 
denied. I said that those Negro citizens of Alabama 
whohave systematically been denmd the right 
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to register and to participate in the choice of those 
who govern them, sllould be provided the 
~tportunity of directing national attention to their 
p ight. They feel they are being den ied a very 
precious right, and I understand their concern. 

In his telegram to me , Governor Wallace 
expressed his belief that al I eligible citizens are 
entitled to exercise the riQiit to vote. He repeated 
that belief today and stated that he is against 

discrimination in that regard. I am firmJy 
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convinced, as I told the Governor toda~, that 

when al I of the el igib'ie'Negroes of Alabama have 
been ---registered, the economic and social in justices 
they nave experienced throughout will be r ighted 
and the demonstrations will sto.e. I advised the 
Governor of my intention to presy5fiwith ~the vigor 
of which I am capable to assure at every citizen 
of this country is given the Feight to partiCi pate in 
his government -- at every evel -- through the 
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votin g process. 

The Governor's expressed interest in law and 
order met with a warm response. We are a nation 
governed bylaws and our procedures for enacting 
amending, and repealing them must prevail. I told-the Governor we believe in maintaining law and order 
in yvery county and precincf in Ifie cO"uiit'ry. If 
Sta e and local authorities are unable to function 
the Federal government will meet its responsibilities. 

I told the Governor that the brutality in Selma last 
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Sunday must not be repeated. He agreed that he--. 

abhorred brutality and regretted any incidents in 
which any American citizen met with violence. 

As the Governor had indicated his desire to 
take actions to remedy the exist ing situation in 
Alabama which causes people to demonstrate, I 
suggested to him that he consider the foll owing actions, 
which I believed would be constructive: 

First. I urged that he ~ubl ic l y declare his 
0 

supoort for universal suffrage in the State of 
• b 
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Alabama and in the United States. 

Second, I urged him to assure that the Light 
of peaceful assembly will be permitted in Alabama 
so long aS' law and order is maintained; 

Third, I urged the Governor to call a bi-racial 
meetin-g when r he returns to Montgomery to seek 
greater cooperation and unity among Amer icans of 
both races. ---­

1asked the Governor for his cooperation and 
expressed my appreciation for his vis it. 




