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March 10, 1970 

Memorandum of conversation 

~ J.~ 
Bill Gill of ABC called from Washington. He said, 11 0££ 
the record and very privately , Tom, I want you to know that 
I plan to carry a storynun tonight's show which is indirectly 
tied to the publication today of a book by Phi?Gaulding. 
Goulding paints~cNamara as t_l).e hero of the bombing 
pause, then goes on ~ tell ho'-'/ Clifford chap-lpioned the 
battle for the Preside~•s mind during March after 
McNamara left. My story is very simple, and came 

I 

,ti.D MIN 1r1TRA l lVt. 
~H10 

from sources here ~shington--not from any conversations 
with Presiaent Johnson or his people in Texas. That story 
is that Secreta~-y~usk, \,tn a me~;ting on Feb. 27, in 
the presence of Rostow,-•'Bundy, 1 Califano and others 
first suggested the bombing halt. I am not c).skin~ you 
for any comment or any denial. My purpose in calling 
is only to say: 1. this is planned for this evening 
and 2. how's the boss, I'm sorry I could not get back 
down there, but duties in Washington prevented it. I 
hope you vvill tell him that Mitzie and I are thinking 
of him. 11 

TJohnson 



t , 

e r ob: 

L y Bird nd 1 ao much en ·oyed eeing you. la 
New York. The p rty t the rim' • d the 
fun afterw rd ith ow: fri nds gan u• heart 
full of memories. W • 'r• d light d you were 
a p rt of them.. 

V • send w rmeat eg ru. 

Since:1: ly, 

~n,{(f) 
Honor ble Robert ~. M....,. .... ~~...g.... 

2412 Tracy P lace, 
••hington., • C . 

e c mb r 15, 1969 

LBJ:BT 

' \ - .. ... ... -
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Monday, July 14, 1969 

Mr. President: 

You wil I be interested in the attached note from l Bob McNamara to Walt Rostow. 

@ 
Tom Johnson 



INTERNATIONAL. BANK FOR 

RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20433, U.S.A. 

o,-,.,cE ot THE PRE.SIDENT 

July 9, 1969 

Dear Walt: 

I was shocked to read of some of the dis­
closures made by members of the Administration 
to Teddy White and reported by him in his book. 
I thoughtJyou might like to see the kind of 
questions he referred to me and the answer 
I gave. 

You may wish to show this note to the 
President. Don't hesitate to do so. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

/~ ~ 
/__,,·:;;~ 

Robert S. McNamara 

Dr. Walt W. Rostow 
Department of Economics 
University of Texas 
Austin, Texas 78712 
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THC:0D0;:".C: H. Vv'H!Ti:'.: 

Mra Robert Sa McNamara, 
Ti.:G ~!or l d B2.:nk, 
1818 H Street, NW~ 
Washin0 ton, D. C. 

Dear Bob: 

N.'Z.W YC.';:K 2 L - N. Y. 

October 3, 1968 

I spoke ~riefiy to your office this rnornir.g 
ec1, d to!.d yot= s-::.·cretary I ,;-muld be i:1 'h'ash.:L1 6 ·co:1 n0xt wee:<: and 
·was hopi:ng to d:::-op by and see· you~ iv11.ich, they said, was best 
arranged by my telephoning for a fix0d appointment when I came 
in to Washington on Monda y. 

But since I w2~1t to talk to you on a matter 
of ·some sensitivity and great complexity, I think I ought to 
precede my visit with a quick note to let you reflect a bit 
before I co.ne. 

I ~m 110w plari:1i11g to begin the next 
Mak~_n 0 of th2 P-resident, with a rath0:c brief passage of ten or 
ttvelve pages on our involveme11t in VietNam., -VietNarn, after all, 
is the ocre::.:-riding theme of the poli 'cic.s of 1968~ I shall leave 
it _to other historians in years to come- to write the '.:rue and . 
full story of that i11volv.::□011t and hmv it cam8 to passo But I 
want my brief account to be as accurate and fair as I can achieve • . 

We talked abc'-.! t this, of cou::sa, last November·· 
when I visit0d in your office., P.1,d, sil1ce then, I 1 v0 snoken to 
a good half-dozen of the key figures involved in tha d0cisions 
of 1965., As always, accounts blur and contradict; eac:c Dan 
refracts each episode through the prism of his ov:rn mc:no::::-y., 

Two episo~es will rnake the core of ·.:his 
ope::.1 ir. 6 section: 

First, of cou~s e,"the decision of 70brua::::-y 
6th/7th_ 1965 to bomb; and, on tha ·;: episode most accouri·cs are, 
stra11gely enough, in agre-::1110:ot. 

The Second episode is the s0quenc0 of 
d.:.c:..s::.o:1s bet,;.;r2en July 21st-July 28th on cornmitti:-ig ou:c grc-..i:r:C: 
troops to active combat, announced by Johnson on the 28th~ 

I a~ tho~oug~ly confused by what ~ :v0 b02~ 

told a ·,:,o·..it this s0c0nd episode" You:: name figures largely 



Jo8 EAST G4 STRa:.:'.T N.';ZW YOR:{ 2i, N. Y. 

2) 

in all .:.ccounts., Gene::-ally) ( to .st:.::srnarize brutally a g::::-eat 
many co~versations), I arn told the following: · 

.c.) That Mdfa:m.:::.ra viant0d to c.:.11 up the 
reserves~ put the matter before Congress in a full foreign 
policy ~~~ate th~c wc~ld c&r::y tho 9~~lic, politically, along 
,:ith t:h.e po~_icyo 0:..1 this matter, 1~m told you Were OV3rruled 
by the :!,)::esidc:..1t, who did i"lo·c war:t ·to dist:urb Co:i."lgress ·with a 
heated surn:.11er ds::.-~ate while th::: architec·ture of the Great Society 
was being unveiled in Congress. 

b) That l·k~'Ta:r,:2.::a felt th0n tha'c the costs 
o: the °\!ar should be brou3ht c,ut ir,to ·;he ope:n and th.:l t taxes 
sho-.. . .ild be raised to pay for ita Joh:r:son, 1 1 :r,i told, :Eel:.: that 
the ope:::-ation was manageable witho':..lt raising tax.es ana told 
M:ci.:.:..:.11&r.:1 to Houry:1 the cosi:s in tt.8 ge11eral Pentagon budget, 
hopi~ 0 that the war would be over quickly enough to m~ke it only 
a passi~g episodeo 

You see how sensitive these matters are. 
But I feel, as a professional journalist, that it would be most 
um•Jise to take .someone else's account of the McNamara position. ··· · 
Nore: th&, that--· I feel it would be a major breac..'1 of our 
friendship if I did not call Bob McKarnara to have him explain 
Secretary McNamara's decision and thinking to me. 

Naturally, I anticipate that ou::­
co~versation will be on a backgrot:.21d, not-fcr-quctatio~-nor­
attribution basis. The book will ap:pear in July of 1969, and 
thus not contrioute to the political polemics of the cu::-rent 
electio~ year. And, as always, it will bG so great a pleasure 
to see you again. 

I' 11 telephone whe11 I get into tm,m on 
Monday and see if we can fix. a date convenient t~ you~ 

All best, 
~~ 

Teddy ~hite 



PUDLIC ACTIVITIES 

r f 7 ~a ~ ; ,?,) r.,o 

May 10, 1971 

Mr. Peesident: 

' )I.. 
Bob McNamara called. He has been struggling, 

trying to visit to Ghana so that he could be 
here on th e ~imply cannot do that; but hJ 

plans ton through and make it to Arthur""Krim' s 
party. · 

W. W. Rostow 

WWRostow: rln 

JI.. 
copy to: Mary Rather 



.. 

Dear Bob: 

1 appreci te eo much your thoughtful letter . The 
concern and prayers of old friend• are the beat 
tonic a sick man can have • • and yoar spoonful 
bright ned my day. 

Sincerely, 

Honorable Robert s .,,..=~ ...... =.;;;..;;'--

2412 Tracy P lace, N. . 
Waahington, D. C . 200 

April 27 , 1912 

LBJ:RLH:jw 

MESSAGES 
RECD. - HEALTH 

\ 



D ear MaJ"gy: 

'11-y keep teWas me to be patleat. kt I bave aot 
,-t leaned '8-w. l'a amdo• to be borne, &IMl 
11m doing y heat to ncover ,.tcld,. l bell~ I 
am • '11Cc ding ••• I waat y-0u to kn.ow 1low much 
your love and your me11•1• lped. 

Sineer ly, 

April 14 ~ l 97Z 

LB3:BT 

nAESSAGES 
RECD. • HEALTH 



May 27, 1972 

Mr. President: 

Ir 

INTERNl\TlO:~J\L in::~rns 

~ 
ADMlilfSTRATION 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
MEMO 

Only a few of us know how much yesterday's SALT agreement 
owes to you. From my first day with you in the White House to the 
last, I never lost my admiration for the way you managed to drive 
forward stubbornly in normalizing relations with the Soviet Union 
(and in other constructive aspects of foreign policy) while carrying 
the burdens of Vietnam, the burning cities, the anti-war opposition, 
etc. I hope and believe the grandeur of that performance comes 
through in The Diffusion of Power. But if it doesn't, or the book isn't 
read, it will come· through in history. 

As Spurgeon -f'~eeny (who worked with me on arms control) said 
yesterday, when he called from ACDA to tell me the agreement was 
reached: 111 wish it had come in President Johnson's time. 11 It was 
a technical not a sentimental statement. The relative strategic 
balance has deteriorated against us over these years. But, still, 
it's a great agreement, if our people don't come to believe it permits 
us to gut our military budgets and go isolationist. Within the frame -
work of the SALT agreement, Moscow can still move forward and put 
our interests in danger, as it did by grub-staking so lavishly Hanoi's 

· spring offensive, in the Middle East, and elsewhere. 
' 

I had a word with Bob~~~~;ca last night. He gave a great 
deal to build the foundations fo ALT agreement. He asked me 

'to send you his warmest regard 

; \ ' .... 

. ' \ 

•, . 



Dear .Margy and Bob 

Here we are into 1972 and , at one of 
Ti me'• new bo9innings, it is peci lly 

xbilar a ting to have your warm wor ds and 
wishes thia mor nincJ . 

We .know, M rgy, that you needed no he lp 
from t hat 9,000 feet to bring- your Chri st­
mas di nner u to your usual high • t andar ds , 
and we were int erested to hear to what 
corne r s of the unive r se fate ha s s cat­
~er ed your family . 

You pl me, too, Margy, with the ki nd 
thi ngs you ••Y a:bout ~• book and Bob ' s 
r eaction to it and you impre a ma wit.h 
your wonderful s uccess with I • 

You are a very talented twosome and one 
we will always e vi bing 1uch gl ad.De• 
and good fortune. 

Sincerely , 

~L-o 
Honorable and rs . obert 
2412 racy Place, N • • 
ashlngton, D. C. 20008 

January 10, 1972 

LBJ : JK :mh 

.- PUBLICATIONS 
Book by 

VANTAGE. POINT. 
lj!fl . sent as 
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PUBLIC ACTIVITIES 

INVITATI~CLINED 

7/J/71 !J \ 

I 

ADMINiSTRAilOrl 
December 8, 1971 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
MEMO 

, • ,.,, 
MEMORANDUM FOR PRESIDENT JOHNSON 

FROM BO'Il1HARDESTY0tJ---

(/_( 

Mr. President: 
. ,__ ~ 
Bob Cox (former assiP-ant to John Macy) calle~ about this 
invitation from T. D. Copeland to speak at the UN symposium 
in New York on May 4. \ · 

" Cox wanted you to know three things. 

First, the dinner is a much more prestigious affair than Mr. 
Copeland 1 s letterJndicates. It will be attended by such business 
leaders as David 'Rockefeller, plus mosf/of the UN Ambassadors, 
plus World Ba.nk officials including Bob ·McNamara. Cox said, 
"This is a very substantial forum, in the evt(nt that President 
Johnson wants such a forum at that time. 11 

Second, they are not asking for a definite acce ance. "If 
President Johnson thinks he might be inter ed in coming, but 
doesn't want to commit himself, we'll have another speaker in 
the wings in case he decides not to come at the last minute. 

Third, you would be free to talk about anything you chose. There 
would be no constraints on subject matter. 

Are you interested in keeping this inl.tion open? 

Yes___ No 

\ ' 

\ 

"' 



Febniary 7. 1972 

- ... ~ ... •ted, we have 
no ncol'd that S.craw~.,- Namara premln4 
an eDd to the war wttlain •lx week• r any 
other preclH period. 

~ 
Mra. Edith B . Cri■ler 
3013 E-.au Mlll Road 
Lltlt.ollla, Oeo,rpa 30058 

WWR:rln 

(Mla■) Mary !lather 
Secntar, 

INTERNATIONAL. AFtAIRS 
v;_,}-~ ~ 



- - ·- . -

JWle 4, 1969 

Dear Mr . Secretary, 

President Johnson asked that I sand 
the enclosed inscribed copy of "'l'H.E 
JOHNSON YEARS, • to which you con­
tributed so much. 

Be ia deeply grateful to you for the 
part yw played in writing the r cord 
of these years. 

With ba•t per onal wishes , I am. 

Sina rely, 

w. Thomas Johnson 
Executive Aaaistant 

Honorable Robert s~ McNam,v:11 
2412 Traay Place, N . W. -. 
waslib.gton, o.c. 20008 

PUBLIC ACTIVITh .. 
GlFT SENT 

I 

•• 



Tuesday, March 18, 1969 

Mr. President: 

I was chatting with Bobst:Namara about something 
else and he volunteered· the following: 

History is being written by "s lf-serving parties''; 

The President ~get s story of March 31st 
out, soon, before the "public image of history 
crystallizes." 

cc: Tom Johnson 



I . 

March 17, 1969 ~ ...q/ 

MEMORANDUM TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON 

. 1 h ... ADMINISTRATION 
March 17, 1969 
12: 10 PM 

From: Harry Middleton ~11/~ f() e ft]C> 

.PRESIDENT, OFFICE OF by Telephone (Re.; A_t3'1) 
Mr. President: 

I spoke to Secretary Clifford again 
this morning to determine the extx,~>.t of 
his approval of President Nixon's7¼BM 
decision. Clifford said he does approve 
the Nixon decision. Attached are the 
notes of my telephone conversation with 
him. 

}/. 
Secretary McNamar called to give 

me his thoughts on the diff e enc es be­
tween the Johnson Administ ation plan 
and the Nixon Administr t-i plan. 

. Attached are my: e McNamara 
conversatio • 

on for the following 

:onditions that would 

1rogram. 

er concept was be- '-

s wise to temper and 

ng our chances of 

ted. 

would be if the Congress 

to build any kind of de-

t an enormous disadvan-

ts • So we take less 

if we modify the ABM 

passage. 

ct of our defens ive missile 

plan on our talks with the Soviets than I am with the actual merit of the 

plan its elf. 

"The opposition has built up to the point where the wise course 

is to modify the plan. I believe we now have a good chance to get the 

modified plan through. 



ADMINISTRATION 0 
fh>rll 1tJ • /J'J{;JII(), 

Tuesday, March 18, 1969 

Mr. President: 
cf_ . 

I waa chatting with Bob McNamara a.bout something 
else and be volunteered the follow ng: 

The Preeident should get bia story of March 31st 
out soon, before the "public image of history 
cryetallizea. " 

- W. W. Rostow 

cc: Tom John■on 

WW Ros tow: rln 

( I'-- <c, 



Jama&rJ 28 , 1969 

Dear Bobs 

1 have bad maay occa•i•• to be aratefal aot oalJ 
for you briWant •••l•taac• , kt alao for the aea­
er .. lty ol your aapport. Now, •• ao oftea in the 
paat, 1 ltave tllffloulty ftadlaa the word• to thank 
you. 

'l'lle tr lbate tllat yoa wrote for tbe New York 
dlnaer two week• •10 touched me dHplJ . Bu 
1 mut ••Y, it MlOlt.l• to you •• well . What we 
may !lave accempllelMd, we accompllalMtd to­
aether • • and not -.ly 1. but the entire nation 
le la JCNr debt. 

LBJ:RLH:fd 

1twm11·:rJ ... [ 1 ER NQI 
tJl I lyEI) IN FILE~ 

'PUBLIC ACTIVITIES ,.._ 

Courtesy Letters 
~-



• 

A• you gather. I've been in the ho■pltal the■e paat few day•. 
but it ha•n•t kept me from reading my mail and &lvin& thought 
to the taaka ahead. 

1 wa■ glad to receive your candld letter of February 23 and 1 
u.nderatand that the preaaure• on you in New York pr eluded 
a longer analy•i• of the chapter• and more detailed comment■• 

Obvioualy, more time and a more exhaustive study of the 
document• eould produce a different •• and, perhaps. a better -­
book. But 1 am convinced that the wl•• course, taking all thing• 
into account, 11 for me to plow on and publi■h in the reasonably 
near future an account of the major crlae • and accompliahment■ 
of those £iv• yeara. 

You may not be aware that moat of these chapter• have gone 
through many draft■ •· one of them. 16. Before we finieh, they 

· will go through ■evoral further drafte. A■ 1 have worked over 
them with nly ataff •· examining all the record• that we have --
1 became convinced that they &l'e coming to reflect quite fairly 
the documentary rra teria.la a• a whole; and, perbapa more 
important, they do reflect the balance of conalderationa which 
led me to make the decbion• 1 did make. 

Nevertheleaa, I am ■ure that the book can be aubetantlally im.;. 
proved. Tbe re are very few people w"10110 Judgr;nent 1 want in thla 

Jlnal stage. On foreign affair•, Dean';Rusk, Cy'·'Vance, and Dob 
f ~cNamara are among them. And they have proved immensely 

help! and conatructive on large and email matters, after a 
llne-o -line reading. You are, of cour••• one of tho■e to whom 
1 ahould • to turn la an effort to make thi• book a• aood aa it 

·1 ) 

PlJBLICATIONS 
BOOK 

✓ 

-l 



March 2, 1970 10:32 a. m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Should Bilt Jow_en go to Washington to keep his appointment 
with Secretar McNamara as already scheduled? 

✓ 

@ 
Tom Johnson 

iil-i$CAW ft • :q - J 



LlHDOH. BAINES JOHNSON 
'/Jlj, .~ 

7:45 p. m. 
March 5, 197-0 

~ J..... ' 
Sec called for Mrs. Johnson while 
Pre as sleeping. I went into the President's 
room for a me sage, but noticing him asleep I decided not 
to awaken him s ce the call for for Mrs. Johnson/ 

Secretary • .._.::.:.a_.- ara completed his call to Mrs. Johnson 
and then talked to me briefly. 

He said: 

.\{ 
I sppnt seven good hours with Bill Jorden. I hope we got something 

accomplished. 

So many self-serving books are being written without thorough 
documentation that it will be extraordinarily good for President 
Johnson' s book to come out. It will give history the proper 
perspective. I think the book is highly desireable. 

I told Bill Jorden of some changes which need to be made. 
These are primarily in the Six Day War chapter, which 
has a section concerning the Hot Line wit~Kosygin which is · 
excessively dramatic. 

I nofr•ce that you have done a very fine job on documentation. 
Tom, everything just must be documented throughly. It makes 
it so much more strong as a book. You have done it, and 
done it well. I noted a few places to Bill where you may be able to 
do add some documents. 

Tom, my own memory has really gone to pot. It also looks like 
the memory of many people writing books around Washington 
have gone to pot. 

For this reason, ang. because I think all can make a valuable 
~ contribution, I hope you check the book with DearfRusk, Nick 
"r Katzenbach, Cy"}Vance,~Mc Bundy, and Bob McNamara. 

Tell ''the boss 11 that he is in our hearts and in our minds. 

PUBLICATIONS 
BOOK 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
MEMO 



J'uly 1, 1971 

Dear Mr. St. John: 

The only letter in Pre•ident Johnson'• file• 
received, from you wa• that of November 1, 
19 68, to whi~h a reply wa• sent by 
Mr. Whitneyl'Sboemaker on November 6. 

~ 
A• for Secretary McNamara'• reaignation 
in 19 6 7, be had •erved o •t •even long, 
hard years in one of e moat demanding 
po•ts in the govern ent. He was going 
forward to lead th nte ational Bank for 

:attt,~"'rilevclopment, one of 
the moat im ant poats in the international 
community where be ha• aerved with high 
diatinctio for three and one-half yeara. 

You may find thi• and other of your concern• 
clarified in Pre •ident J ohnaon' • forthcomiD1 

· book, The Vantage Point. 

Sincerely, 

(Mi••) Mary Ratber 
4. Secretary 

M r. Anthony St. J ohn 
1715 North 16 Avenue 
Executive Apartment 203 
Hollywood, Florida 33020 

WWR:rln 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 
BEQUEST fOR ...... 

\ 
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LYMDON B, INES JOHNSON LIBRARY- ' 

DPd-Cere 

July lO, 1971 

Dear Mr . Seer tary: 

P reaident and *•• Joh.neon thought 
you m ight like to hav thb picture 
•• a memento ol y<:>Ul" recent vi•lt 
to Texu for the d dlcatlon of the 
Lyndon J ohn on L ibr ary. Thl• 
come• to you wlth their wa.-m 
personal re1ar4•. 

Slncerely, 

(M r••) Willie Da.y Taylor 
A•aiatant 

Honorable Robert Mc=J!i=a__,_.==.;;; 
2412 Tracy Place• N . W 
Washington., D . C . 2000 

PUBLIC ACTIVITIES 
GIFT SENT 
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~ June 18, 1971 

AD'MtNISTl?A TION 

ADMINISTRA1 I' E L. MEMo". 
1 

Mr. President: 

My thoughts have :i>een much with you these days. Through more 
than two years of critical meetings at which the nation's policies 
were shaped, I sat in the r~om as your aide. 

At each I saw a big, big man pour over every map, study 
carefully every document, question and re-question every 
policy adviser, ~isten to every viewpo~~t•_.-,tr'c.· . I? 0 ~ . (;,;/'- ~ ..... :~ . . . ~~ .. 
The map~ changed. The views changed. Eve~ he perso,nalities 
chang_e~ra an~ford, _1'undy ~nd~ost-ow, -'wheeler 
and Helms, sk and1-f<~tzenbach. Some held firm. Some • 
' . . 
fluttered. Som ran. • 

The man who presided over those meetings always retired 
from those meetings to his oval office or to his bedroom 
where he call~clupon the best judgment of the best minds 
available to our country, where he called upon the best 
that was within himself-- -and where often he called 
upon his God. 

I saw the pain inflicted on you when an American plane 
and American men were lost in Vietnam. I knew the 
unusual precautions you ordered to prevent needless · 
loss of civilian life, both in the South and in the North. 
I also saw the senseless ,ruthless attacks upon you by 
those in our own country who wouldoften make the 
road toward peace more ·difficult to travel. 

At every stage that I was privileged to witness--and there 
were more than 100 of those meetings during 1967 and 1968-.;. 
on~ fact was clear: 

only the President had all the facts, all the views, 
all the suggestion_s, all the alternatives, and all the potential 
consequences. 

You made the decisions based not on what was right for you, 
but on the basis on what was right for others---in this case 
those people of Southeast Asia who wanted their right to be 
free. 

An honest history of this period cannot be based on fragments 
written by men whose narrow perspective produced •uch an . 

1 
,o 

incomplete account as that publi~hed this week. R\G\~f>-\. St~ 
..,;',r,~ 9 

Tom Johnson 

• , 

I • 1 I 

\ 



' June Z 1, 19 7 1 

ADMIHISTRATION 

ADMINISTRATIVE 
MEMO 

PUBLIC INFORMATION 
Mr. President: PRESS - ~ 

-n . <t· ;;;,:_, « • 
I have had two very long telephone conversations: ,Rne last night F,\ 

with Francis¾ator; the other this morning with Averell Harriman. · lf_}_j 
Each initiated the call to me. 

I. Francis and Averell report an interesting and possibly 
importa.pt split within the Eastern lnti-Vietnam forces: Averell, 
GeorgeTBall, Francis Bator, Carl l,(aysen have turned against the 
New York Times; they believe that the credibility of government is at 
stake; they are trying to do anything helpful to assert the integrity of 
President Johnson and his administration and the bad faith of the 
New York Times exercise. 

Z. Both Francis and Averell asked me: Is there anything I 
can do ? I told them that if they understood the truth -- namely, that 
President Johnson concealed no essential of his Vietnam policy from 
the American people and the New York Times is corrupt -- they should 
say so loud and clear. 

3. Francis urged that at some stage President Johnson speak 
out; he indicated that he was aware of the legal issues and the complexity 
of some of the problems to which a statement by President Johnson might 
have to address itself; and he volunteered to go over any statement in 
advance, knowing the attitudes of the people in the East who have to be 
convinced. 

4. Averell's attitude towards a statement was somewhat different. 
He said that what had come out in TIME from President Johnson was 
helpful. What was needed now was a short, powerful statement by 
President J ohnson to stop the rrlocking into cone rete rr of the conclusion 
that President Johnson had deceived the American people in 1964-65. 
He thought what had come out in TIME magazine and had been on the 
air last night was helpful. On the other hand, he was extremely careful 
to say that he did not know all the considerations bearing on a statement 
by President Johnson; he would not advise him; but he merely wanted 
President J ohnson to know that fromiwhere he was, it would be useful 
to do something soon to prevent the New York Times view from 
crystallizing. 

5. Francis Bator, mildly, and Averell, strongly, urged that 
there be _.:i, statement which denied that it was President Johnson'.i. view 
that Bob~cNama.ra had started the study at the behest of Robert'kennedy 
and to strengthen Robert Kennedy's political position. Averell said that 
Bob is in ''a terrible state. rr He feels miserable about the study, its 
leakage, and:.J.he New York Times use of it. He is deeply disturbed that 

w. w. '°stow . 



ADMINISTRATIOtj 

ADMIN I STRA Tl,¥f. 
. MEMO 

May 28, 1970 ((i) 
f 

TO: TOM JOHNSON ,, . 
LYNDON BAJNES JOHNSON l.llJlAlr 

7~~~ FROM: Dorothy Territo 

· Mr ,Middleton as~ed me to develop a list of dates for meeting 
with the remaining exhibit committees -- after June 15. I am 
attaching three suggested schedules, which have been checked 
against the calendar of deadlines. It is our feeling, because 
of the time factor, the meetings should be held in June, if · 
possible. 

I planned every schedule showing the International Affairs group 
here on Friday, in the eve~ the P~sident and Mrs*Johnson . 
would wish to entertain thel"'Rusks ~cNamaras and Bundys over 
the weekend. 

Also, experience seems to show that busy p ople travel easier 
over~eekends, so I scheduled the America. City on Monday for 
Mr. Kaiser's convenience. 

'' 



. r 

your w ,t l tt ! y 
•v le r cl t t you and Bob y 

t o Join. u, turd y ft i-n?on. 

' r h pin all 

y 17 , 1971 

LBJ:BT 

PUBUC ACTIVITIES 

APPT. 



2412 Tracy Place, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20008 

June 7, 1971 

Dear Mr. President and Lady Bird, 

Bob and I want to tell you that, no matter how 
sleepy we looked, we loved being with you, even if 
late. It was good to see you both looking so well. 

Judging from the East Coast, it was one of the 
happier times we have had in a long time. It is 
all a point of view, but the hope seems to be out 
of Washington. I'm particularly thinking of the 
poverty program which gave so much hope to many. 
Our Book Program is about to really take off and 
be a truly national program. 

The Library is handsome and beautifully done. 
All went to smoothly, and everyone who was there 
was there because they wanted to be and not because 
they thought they should be. I saw Liz Carpenter 
at the Caters last week and she said, "Never again 
without a White House switchboard." 

All our good wishes. 

The Honorable 
and Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson 
LBJ Ranch 
Stonewall, Texas 78671 

9~s_o~~½ ~~-
~ d Ci!> .._J.._ - ~~~ 
~ ~4~~ ~ -



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM TOM JOHNSON 

. Dr. ~ewland .,/ 
Dorothy Territo ✓ 
Lois Nivens V 

.·. Maryq.Rather ✓ · 
Mildred\<StegalYV. 
Bill Jorden V 
Juanitl{_Roberts 

11,u srnurr, OfflCE OF 

Johnson Admin. 

un_~RNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

V µ_J y\ /) /yu 

ADMINISTRATION 
ADMINISTRATIVE 

MEMO 

President Johnson has repeatedly asked for us to locate a memorandum 
which was sent to him by Secretar~cNa.~ra: urging the initiation of 
bombing in North Vietnam. At this s~ge: Lo~fNivens, ' BilfJorclen and 
I have not been able to locate it. · ~ c· 
President Johnson remembe'rs. _that the memo .was placed in the middle 
drawer of his sn:-all office in 'Washington (the one ajoining the oval office 
adjacent to JintJones.) 1 

· 

. Would each of you search your memories and any files you may be familiar · 
with to see if it could have been placed in them. It is possible that this 
memorandum was 'taken from the desk and put with other memorandums which 
have not yet been sorted. in any ca~e, this has first priority and we should · 
board it from every angle possible. 

In particular, President Johnson wants Lois N~vens t .o c~ll Brom.le} Smith 
and Doroth~errito to search everything that_ was tak~n from the office 
prior to leaving on January 20. ·. · . . . ·. · . • · ·· · . 

August 6, 1969 
" 

. \ 



' I 

~ 
Dear M~ ~mara: 

Pr• •ident Johnson thought YfU might like to••• 
the attac::hed article by Jomi"ttoche • "Th 
Out•ld•r'• In■ld r." 

May 1 tab tbia opportunity to wieh YOll a mo• t 
happy and good 1970. 

Sincere ly • 

. Thomu Jolm• on 
E xecutive asi tant 

.. 
Honorable Robet-t S . Mc Namara 
Preaident. International Bank 
for ReconatrGction and evelo 
1818 H Stre t. N .W . 
Waabington. D . C. Z04Jl 

D c mhel' lo. 1969 

WTJ:rln 

PUBLICATION$ 
~ a.,~ 



.,. 

\ 

N 
fl A!•tY11r11 ~ 1. ,1l 11tJ1i 

(l ADM INISTRATIVE 
- ' M[MO \ 

November ZO, 1970 @) 
Mr. President: 

Bob~cNamara just called and spoke to me at considerable 
length to the fol wing effect. 

/ 
1. T""-'-'-~,.ajor studi~ are under way on Vietnam: one by 

~alberstam, the other by the/Institute for Policy Studies. The latter 
is an extreme left wing operation including Marcus G."h.askin who 
briefly, Mac let into the White House in 1961, quickly to repent. 

2. Halberstam is about to publish in1iarper' s a hatchet job 
on Bob McNamara parallel to the very ugly piece he wrote on Mac 

ff Bundy. These pieces are, in fact, portions of hi~, book on Vietnam,. 
designed to demonstrate that President Johnson/'Rusk, McNamara, 
Bundy, and Rostow are personally responsible for Vietnam. 

3. What worries McNamara is that, from the information 
flowing to him, both the Raskin group and Halberstam have available 
a number of classified documents from the Government. They plan 
to use these in a selective, damaging way against their targets. 
McNamara reports that certain members or former members ·of the 
Government feel they have the right and duty to "punish" those whom 
they regard as individually responsible for Vietnam policy. 

4. Bob1 s main operational point was to express his hope that: 

President Johneon1 s book would come out as soon as 
possible; and 

That on Vietnam the book would contain as much hard 
documentary evidence as possible. 

In general, he thinks the only way these attacks can be dealt with is by 
the fullest statement possible of the truth. 

I asked him if he thought that any of the people connected with 
the compilation of the Defense Department history of Vietnam might be 
involved in the passing of documents to characters of this kind. He said 
it was wholly possible. He had asked Joh~cNaughton to organize the 
documents. He said he did not_ know who McNaughton had put on the job. 
Their instruction was to collect documents and not write historical 
analyses. They apparently did write history, some of which he believes 
is biased. He said he has never been able to bring himself to look at 
the Defense Departmm t history of Vietnam. 

~ 
Walt Rostow 



. •' 

PUBUC/fflO;t; 
BOOit ~ 

November 3, ·1970 
ADMINISTRATION · 

MEMORANDUM TO PRESIDE;I'-:lT JOHNSON ., 
F ROM BILL JORDAN 

BOB 1-iARDESTY 

Mr. President: 

As per your instructions, we are proceeding with arrangements to 
get the appropriate chapters to the people you approved. This will 
probably entail: 

1. A trip by Jordan to Atlanta, Washington, and New York; 

• Z. A trip by Hardesty to Washington and New York. 

We are now in the process of contacting all of the individuals so it 
will be possible to see them all in one trip. 

We are both tentatively making arrangements to travel next week. 

The following is a breakdown of the people we plan to see: 

JORDAN 
Secret.,try 'Rusk 
Clark Clifford . 
Ambassador~unker(here) 
cy"vance 1(, 

Jack,rood Vaughn 
Tom M~n 
Orville Freeman 
Se~etar-y '11:Fowler 
Ed Fried 
Bob '\.tc~amara 
Eugen~ Bl?ck 

HARDESTY 
Governor "'connally (here) 
Walter ~ e nkins (he re) 

· Wilb~r .,.Cohen 
Phil I.and rum 
Larry~• Brien 
Marrin \vatson 
Lee ?white 
Nick \<atzenbach 
Ramsey-"clark 
Dou$,.Jc-ate r 
Jim~ebb 
Ed t elshJI! · 
Barefoot Sanders (here) 
Art bkui} . 
Charlie '"schultze 
C_hayie °'Zwick 
Ab~To!Jas 
Charlie'Murphy 

. . . 

" 

MINISTRATIVE 
. MEMO ,.i--' 

GY 

· Walt has taken the three chapters that you designated for Eugene Rostow 
to .London with him. 



Dear rgyr 

I •••m to N the. only •stay- t .. hom.e•. Lady 
Blrd left early till• morning fo,: a week'• vlett 
back Ea•t and th•a yow post cud &l"l'lnd. I'll 
•ay thank you ~ botll of u aad be •u.r• to aa .. 
it for Mr return. 

All heat wi•bea, 

~ 
Rohen McNamara 

2412 Taaey P l c 
Wa-sbington, 

LBJ':BT 

Sin(? rely, 

t'Ytf O • 



r 

october 13, 1970 

Dear Mi•• Berger i 

Preaident Johnaon asked me to thank you 
for thinkiD9 of bia again ~ Nading 
hJ.a the clippiQq• about tha"'8oliday Inna 
to be buila ia~xico. ~ 

Altho"9h va do not ~e that it WO\lld 
be appropriate for m to intervene in 
your behalf with Mr. · ·~N, you do 
have hi• very beat vishea f conUnuiD9 
succeaa with your work. · 

8inoarely , , f 

(Mn.) Willie Day Taylor 
Aaaiatant 

Miaa Mary M ... rqer 
2503 HoC\141 , tll 
Houston, T•••• 77027 

WDT :JX :kab 



Dear Bob and Marg : 

f17 . ~­., 

Thank you for your warm nou and 
card and. the many ria th t. 
came with them. 

Sincerely, 

Honorable and Mr■ • Rob 
2Cl2 Tr cy Plae, • 
ashington, D.C. 20001 

December 30, 1969 

LBJ:JK:egl 

MESSAGES 
RECEIVED 9 
CHRISTMAS ~ -------



0 • 

Fro the .oun · of· that 1At&r: 
note you wrot. with your ris 
car , you 1 11 be ia .:.ie ... f ric w· an 

i letter arrives at. y·ou. h use. 
ut it. will ~ait nd ill let. you 

know how muah e a reci t ·• our 
thou ht.fuln,. • at. ri 'b a. n your 
fri -nd hip in all 

· onor 1• 
ob rt . 

2412 Trac 
, allin ton 

.;JD r y 6, 

LBJ:JJC:erb 

• 

MESSAGES' 
RECEIVED 
CHR~TMAS_\_97_0_ 



INTERNATIONAL AFrAIRS 

v;;i~ 

Dear r. Martial: 

lth Nepect to ,oor 1-ttar of Jaau~ 10. 1 
caa •••1are JOG that S.cretal'y oben McNamar • • 
Y&rtoa.a fact-flllllliaa mlaeloaa te Vietnam du.rtna 
my admlllletratloa wen• Yalaable Hnie• to 

reat.cleat aacl to tbe cewstry. 

Slacenly. 

" ~. aeaato rtiDi 
I O Eaat c1e .. 1aa1 Street 
Stoclctlla. alllonla 95204 

Juuary 17. 1912 

LBJ! WR:rln 



- - J1U:6LI O I.NTI'ORMATION 

fJV- ;-;.. V 

ADMINISTRATI ON 

Augus t 29, 1'972 
,4 '-J:> - 3> 

Mr. Preside nt: 

,,Jt. 
You may wish to see t his brief reply I have rr;· -~e to H alberstam' s 

attached piec e in the Scpb-mb, r 1972½ squi re. 

I know, of cou r se, the reasons for continuing to ignore writing 
)of this type. B ut I finally c o n cluded t hat one among those who have 

'fbeen brutally caricatured b y H alberstam (President Johnson, Secretary 
Jt1Rusk, Bob'°¾cNam a, Mac ~ undy, Max~aylor, etc.) , should record 

}),.. with dignity the act that his use of evidence has been quite corrupt. 
I talked wi th Ma Bundy before send:i. 1g this in. He did not encoura ge 
me to ans v,•c r but e confirmed that there were 6 or 7 major 
inaccuraci,· s in H berstam' s port r a i t o{ him iif'H a rper' s. In any 
case, I th. ug 1.1. u might wish to r e ad this pie ce, which will probably 
be publishe n t c Novem.be r 1972 is sue of E s quire. 

(l_q_ 



I NTE;. i• .i'IO" '.T.a AFFAIR$ 

1tJ - J -j 

October 4, 1972 

Mr . President: 

4 ..t,.< 

Dr. S . R . /..,Spencer, President of Davidson Colle ge , North Carolina, 
called on me this afternoon. He wishes to generate the resources (about 
$500, oq_q) to create a professorship in international affairs in the name 
of Dean# Rusk; and he would like to do this in Mr . Rusk's time. 

His first question to me was whether I thought it likely that 
President Johnson would be in a position to take the leadership in 
raising the money. I told Dr. Spencer two things : 

I thought there was no on.e you would rather honor than 
Dean Rusk; 

It was my impression that you were heavily committed 
to strengthening certain institutions here in Texas . 

Nevertheless, I urged Dr. Spencer to get in touch with you directly about 
his plan. 

We then talked of others who might lead or contribute to the 
effort. I suggested, for example, that it might be useful~r Dr. Spencer 

~ - .>._r .... 
to talk witti_ George- McGhee, Robert "McNamara, Douglas illon, · 
McGeorge T:Bundy. . · 

' ~ 
Dr. Spencer told me that he h~d al eady approached The Rockefeller 

Foundation; but, for institutional rea s they we re reluctant to take the · 
leadership. Dr. Spencer has a feeli at they might in the end make a 
contribution i£ the leadership were elsewhere . 

Dr. Spencer has not approached members of the Rockefeller family . 
It occurred to ,re that 

1

you might wish to have a word about the project 
with Laurance Rockefeller over the weekend. 

(J}.~ostow 
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February 10, 1970 

MEMORANDUM: 

TO: 

FROM: 

The President 
t . ~ 

Mildred '$~d-L 

I have made a thorough search and the two 
calls in question were definitely made on August 1., 1964. 
I checked the Diary, the outside of the envelope that holds 
the tapes, and the transcript its elf. . L 

(;, .,, .0 -~----"'Ir.~· 
On August 4th, Senator Russell met with 

you upstairs in the Mansion from 3:35 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

There were no calls to Senator 1ulbright from , 
the 4th through the 10th. Senator Fulbright was in the meeting V 
in the Cabinet Room on August 4 from 6:4,?_~,.,lo 8:15 P.•m~ 
Others in attendanc~e: ~;3dent ,-}l'Mc a ' ra,fRu~, 
McGeor!Jce~~S~> 1~cCo»~iMc~mack an~~d ,: ~J;>hrey, 
R~ell, Kuchel.I ~1chnl~~:,Sa to~stall ,l-Aiken,kA bert, 

~ ~inson, MorganHalleck;~rends and Bolton. 

You left for Texas at 6:16 p. 
returned at 8:00 p.m. on the 9th. 

on August 7 and 

• 
I 



.. 
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I v 

1 

Cone 'fl 
Wilbur ~ 

.£ 
Robert McNamara 

Nicholas deB.(,zenbach 

' ¥ c::::f 
Willard Wirtz 

~ 
C.R. · Smith 

Marvinfwatson 1 

~ 
According to PARADE magazine for June 15, 1969 (cont.) 

is still wrestling with education problems at the University of 
Michigan where he is the Dean of Education 

went to the World Bank. Recently he has spoken on the urgency of 
the world population crisis 

also moved into the computer business. has been named vice presi 
and general counsel of International Business Machines Corp., 
which controls about 70 percent of the computer business in Ameri 

is reported to be still on vacation as of late May. He was, howe 
elected to the Board of Directors of EDP Technology 

is a partner in Lazard Freres & Co. an investment company 

is in the oil business now. Last March 20 it was announced that 
Watson would become president ,of Occidental International Corp. 
This subsidary of Occidental Petroleum was formed on that day. 
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