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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

July 9, 1969

Dear Walt:

I was shocked to read of some of the dis-
closures made by members of the Administration
to Teddy White and reported by him in his book.
I thoughtyyou might like to see the kind of
questions he referred to me and the answer
I gave. '

You may wish to show this note to the
President. Don't hesitate to do so.

Best wishes.
Sincerely,
ya
‘/"/ <./ J//

Robert S. McNamara
\

Dr. Walt W, Rostow
Department of Economics
University of Texas
Austin, Texas 78712






THZODORE H, WHITE 168 EAST 64 STRIET NEW YCRK 21, - N. Y.

October 3, 1988

Mr, Robert S, McNamara,
The Vorld Bank,
1818 Hd Street, NWm

Washington, D.C.

~

Dear Bob:

I spoke briefLy to your cffice this morning
and told yowr scecretary I would be in Washingzton next week and
was hoping to drop by and see you. Wnich, they said, was best
arranged by my telephoning for a fixed appointment when I came
in to Washington on Monday.

But since I want to talk to you on a matter
of some sensitivity and great complexity, I think I cught to
precede my visit with a quick note to let you reflect a bit
before 1 come.

I em now planning to begin the next
fakingz of the Rresident, with a rather brief passage of ten or
twelve pages on our involvement in VietNam. VietNam, after all,
is the owerriding theme of the politics of 19868, I sheall leave
it to other hlstorlans in years to come. to write the trues and.
full story of that involvement and how it came to pass. But I
want my brief account to be as accurate and fair as I can achieve.

. We talked about “his, £ course, last November-
when I visited in your office. Aud, since then, l've spoken to
a good half-dozen of the key fijfures involved in th ecisions
of 1985, As always, accounts blu_ and contradict; e man
refracts each episode through the prism of his ovn oY
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Two episodes will make the core of this
openingz section: :

First, of course, the decision of Februazy
6th/7th 1965 to bomb; and, on that episode most accounts are
strangely enough, in agrecment.

The Sgcond episode is the sequence of
deelsions betwzen July 2lst-July 28th on committing our ground
troops to active combat, announced by Johnson on the 28th,

I am thowouginly confused by what I‘ve been
told about this second ODlSOdug Your name figures laxzgely



THICLONE H. WHITE 188 LEAST 64 STRIET NZW YORX 217, N. V.

2)

in all cccounts. Genmerally, ( to summarize brutally a great
many coaversations), I am told the following:

&) That McNamara wanted to call up the
rves, put the matter before Congress in a full foreign
ey «ehate thec weuld carry the oublic, politically, along
@ pollcy., On this matter, I'm told you were overruled
President, who did not want to disturb Congress with a
sumrer debvate while the architecture of the Great Society’
was being unveiled in Congress.

b, That McNamara felt then that the costs
oZ the tar should be bircuzht cut into The open and that tTaxes
should be raised to pay for it. Johrmson, I'm told, felt that
the operation was manageable without raising tax ana told
Mcllamara to "bury' the costs in ths general Pentagon budget,
hoping that the war would be over quickly enough to make it only

a passing episode,

You see how sensitive these matters are.
But I feel, as a professional journalist, that it would be most
unwise to take someone else's account of the McNamara position.
More than that-- I feel it would be a major breach of our
iriendship if I did not call Bob McNamara to have him explain
Secretary McNamara's decision and thinking to me.

Naturally, I anticipate that our
conversation will be on a background, not-focr-guctation-nor-
attribution basis. The book will appear in July of 1969, and
thus not contribute to the political polemics of the current
election year. And, as always, it will be so great a pleasure
to see you again.

I'11 telephone when I get into town on
Monday and see if we can fix a date convenient to you.

All best,
fr‘/".'.”',.;?’;
Teddy White
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Mr. Peesident:

XK
Bob McNamara called. He has been struggling,

trying to get out of & visit to Ghana so that he could be
here on the 22nd,/ He simply cannot do that; but kg(
plans to fly straight through and make it to Arthur'Krim's
party. ' '

W. W. Rostow

WWRostow: rln

copy to: Mary Rather
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INVITATI@BSCLINED

ADMINISTRATION
December 8, 1971

ADMINISTRATIVE -
MEMO

SN
MEMORANDUM FOR PRESIDENT JOHNSON ( B

)
FROM BOB-%-VIARDESTY(%H—_\ o

Mr. President:

' >

Bob Cox (former assi /&tant to John Macy) called about this
invitation from T. D.” Copeland to speak at the’' UN symposmm
in New York on May 4. \

AN

Cox wanted you to know three things. =~ T

First, the dinner is a much more preétigious affair than Mr.
Copeland's letter jndicates. It will be attended by such business
leaders as David Rockefeller, plus mos{ of the UN Ambassadors,
plus World Bank officials including Bob'McNamara. Cox said,
"This is a very substantial forum, in the ev%’c that President
Johnson wants such a forum at that time. " .
)

Second, they are not asking for a definite acceptance "If

President Johnson thinks he might be interested in coming, but
doesn't want to commit himself, we'll have another speaker in
the wings in case he decides not to come at the last minute.

Third, you would be free to talk about anything you chose. There
would be no constraints on subject matter.

Are you interested in keeping this inytion open?

Yes No

| '7/3 7/3 \




INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
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February 7, 1972

[ear Mrs. Crisler: b‘ J) j

eldated, we have

¥ ith respect to your
Namara promised

no record that Sec

other precise pericd.
:74.1?

(Mis») Mary Rather
Secretary

BN
Mrs. Edith E, Crisler
3033 Evans Mill Road
Lithonia, Ceorgia 30058

WWR:rln






Tuesday, March 18, 1969

Mr., President:

I was chatting with Bob McNamara about something
else and he volunteered the following:

\\.
History is being written by "s¢lf~serving parties'';
/s

The President should get his story of March 3lst

out soon, before the ''‘public image of history
crystallizes, "

L\\E.&W:(Rostow

cc: Tom Johnson
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Tuesday, March 18, 1969

Mr., President:

I was chatting with Bob McNamara about something
else and he volunteered the following:

== History is being written ;y "seﬁ-serving parties'';

~= The President should get his atory of March 3lst
out soon, before the '"'public image of history
crystallizes, "

W. W. Rostow

cc: Tom Johnson /

WWRostow:rln
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Courtesy Letters

January 28, 1969

Dear Bob:

I have had many occasions to be grateful not oaly
for your brilliant assistance, but also for the gen-
erosity of your support. Now, as so often in the
past, I have difficulty finding the words to thank
you.

The tribute that you wrote for the New York
dinner two wesks ago touched me desply. But
1 mast say, it belongs to you as well, What we
may have accomplished, we accomplished to-
gether -~ and not only I, but the ontire nation
is tn your debt.

Sincerely,

Henorable Robert 5. McNamara
2412 Tracy Place, N.W. -

V/ashingtom, D, C. 20008 ;

LBJ:RLH:fd

ﬂNEW YORK DINNER

1 1ER NOT
v INFILES






March 2, 1970 1 10:32 a. m,

MR, PRESIDENT:

Should Biliil.]‘ o;?en go to Washington to keep his appointment
with Secretary McNamara as already scheduled?

v

YES

NO

()
Tom Johnson

rem
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¥ une 18, 1971 ' _ DMINISTRAT £

/ MEMO .

. My thoughts have been much with you these days. Through more
than two years of critical meetings at which the nation's policies
were shaped, I sat in the room as your aide,

Mr. President:

At each I saw a big, big man pour over every map, study

carefully every document, question and re-question every

policy adviser, listen to every viewpoint. o - .
Dot e e E e ol

The maps changed. The views changed. Even the personalities

changed; ra and ¥li ford, ﬁundy gnd&ostow, heeler

and Helms, " Rtsk and’ka,tzeribach. Some held firm. Some .

fluttered. Somy ran.

But one asp}tt-/d/i(d not change:

" The man who presided over those meetings always retired
from those meetings to his oval office or to his bedroom
where he call‘.aupon the best judgment of the best minds
‘available to our country, where he called upon the best
that was within himself---and where often he called
upon his God.

I saw the pain inflicted on you when an American plane
and American men were lost in Vietnam. I knew the
unusual precautions you ordered to prevent needless
loss of civilian life, both in the South and in the North.
I also saw the senseless ,ruthless attacks upon you by

. those in our own country who wouldoften make the

. road toward peace more difficult to travel.

At every stage that I was privileged to witness--and there
were more than 100 of those meetings during 1967 and 1968--
one fact was clear;

only the President had all the facts, all the views,
all the suggestions, all the alternatives, and all the potential
consequences, .

You made the decisions based not on what was right for you,

but on the basis on what was right for others---in this case

those people of Southeast Asia who wanted their right to be

free. '

An honest history of this period cannot be based on fragments

written by men whose narrow perspective produced such an ) 1 10
. incomplete account as that published this weelk. ‘ R\G\NN‘ SN

Tom Johnson
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| MEMD
May 28, 1970
TO: TOM JOHNSON "YNDON BAINES JOHNSON Ligypy

%4&

Mr )(M1ddleton asked me to develop a list of dates for meeting
with the remaining exhibit committees -- after June 15. I am
attaching three suggested schedules, which have been checked
against the calendar of deadlines. It is our feeling, because
of the time factor, the meetings should be held in June, if

FROM: Dorothy Territo

possible.

I planned every schedule showing the International Affairs group
here on Friday, in the evenf the President and Mrs,_ Johnson
would wish to entertain the’Rusks XoicNamaras and Bundys over
the weekend. : 7"

~. 4

over?weekends » so I scheduled the American City on Monday for
Mr.'Kaiser's convenience. - ’ .

Tome .

e

Also, experience seems to show that busy p?ople travel easier










it SIDENT, OFFICE oF
Johnson Admin,

INTFRNATIONAL AFFAIRS

" oag v,(‘(’.jr\d/yu
MEMORANDUM FOR:  Dr.\ewland v/ o
Dorothy Territo '
Lois Nivens ¥ A ADMINISTRATION
" MaryfRather v ADMINISTRATIVE
MildredfStegalyl/ | MEMO
Bill Jorden T '
J uanitaz‘Robe rts '

FROM TOM JOHNSON

President Johnson has repeatedly asked for us to locate a memorandum
which was sent to him by Secretary/McNaj a urging the initiation of
bombing in North Vietnam. At this stalgé, LoiﬁyNivens,\ Bilf.]’orden and
I have not been able to locate it. - ‘

e
President Johnson remembeTs. that the memo was placed in the middle
drawer of his small office in"Washington (the one ajoinifig the oval office
adjacent to Jin#Jones. ) ’ ' ‘

. Would each of you search your memories and any files you may be familiar '
with to see if it could have been placed in them. It is possible that this
memorandum was taken from the desk and put with other memodrandums which
have not yet been sorted. In any case, this has first priority and we should’
board it from every angle possible. ' '

In particular, President Johnson wants Lois Nivens to call Bror‘r’xle}Smith
and Dorothyylerrito to search everything that was taken from the office
prior to leaving on January 20, ' S .

Y

August 6,\ 1969
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November 3, 1970
AD\MINISTRATION '

MEMORANDUM TO PRESIDEI\:IT JOHNSON Mlmg&g}uﬂg

¥ | | |
FROM BILL JORDAN ‘
BOB HARDESTY

Mr, President:
As per your instructions, we are proceeding with arrangements to
get the appropriate chapters to the people you approved. This will
probably entail:

1. A trip by Jordan to Atlanta, Washington, and New York;

2. A trip by Hardesty to Washington and New York.

We are now in the process of contacting all of the individuals so it
will be possible to see them all in one trip.

We are both‘tentative,ly maicing arrangements to travel next week,
The following is a breakdown of the people we plan to see:

JORDAN » ' HARDESTY

Secretzry 'Rusk GovernoriConnally (here)
Clark Clifford . Walter Wenkins (here)
Ambassador’Bunker (here) ' Wilbur Cohen

Cyﬁfance " Phil Landrum

Jack}-lood Vaughn Larry’©'Brien

Tom Mann Maryin Watson
Orville'Freeman Lee White

Se etaryﬁ?owler . : Nick Xatzenbach

Ed Fried Ramsey’Cla.rk

Bobhcgamara Dou qCater
Jim Webb

Eugene Black
Ed %elsh ‘

' , Barefoot Sanders (here)
O Art Oku .
' Charlie%chultze
C'ha%‘ie“ﬁwick

Abe Fortas
Charli¢ Murphy

Walt has taken the three chapters that you designatedi for Eugene Rostow
to.London with him.,






FUsLAG ACTLVITIES
Farrers

October 13, 1570

Dear Miss Bexger.

President Johnson asked me to thank you
for thinking of him again aagol.nding
him the clipp about the liday Inns
to be build in xico.

Although we do not feal that it would
ba appropriate for him to intervene in
your behalf with Mr. N . you do
have his very best wishes fof continuing
success with your work.

8incerely, (0

(Mxs.) Willie Day Taylor
Assistant

Miss Mary M. Berger
2503 McCue, #11
Houston, Texas 77027

WDT:JK ‘kab









INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

L

Dear Mr., Martini:

v ith respect to your letter of Jana 10, 1
can assure you that Secretary Robert'McNamar

my administration were a valuable ssrvice to
FPresident and to the ceuntry.

Sincerely,

X
Mr. Renato Martini
120 East Cloveland Street
Stockien, Califorania 95204

January 17, 1972

LBJ:-Vv WR:rln
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- August 29, 1972 A j _ -
U0

Mr. President: . : kﬂ- »

You may wish to see this brief reply I have m:' le to Halberstam's
attached piece in the Septomb. r 1972"&2sgui_r_e.

PY

I know, of course, the reasons for continuing to ignore writing
of this type. But I finally concluded that one among those who have
been brutally caricatured by Halberstam (President Johnson, Secretary

Q(}“’Rusk BobﬁvIcNam :a, Mac 7Bundy, Max%aylor etc.), should record
p with dignity the 3act that his use of evidence has been quite corrupt.

I talked with Mad Bundy before sendi g this in. He did not encourage
me to answer but he confirmed that there were 6 or 7 major
inaccuraci s in Halberstam's portrait of him if Harper's. In any
case, I thgiif%u might wish to read this piece, which will probably
be publishéd4h thc November 1972 issue of Esquire.

w dﬂ' &ostow
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February 1Q, 1970

MEMORANDUM:
TO: The President

v/l ’
FROM: © Mildred Sﬁﬂw«

calls in question were definitely made on August 7, 1964.
I checked the Diary, the outside of the envelope that holds

I have made a thorough search and the two ' /

the tapes, and the transcript itself. ) o

o’
On August 4th, Senator Russell met with & )
you upstairs in the Mansion from 3:35 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. p(]

There were no calls to Senator %‘ulbright from .
the 4th through the 10th. Senator Fulbright was in the meeting :
in the Cabinet Room on August 4 from 6:%241:0 8:15 BT o oor’ L

Others in attendang ere: Pr s'dentfyMc a

ra, Rusk,

; K
McGeor egg%gx 7 cCone,jMcCormack ansfield,” Humphrey,
Rugsell, Kuchel %Een%*éjqaer,ié;to stall,*Aaikerf,&A er%,

inson, Morga alleck,“ﬁ%.rends and”Bolton,

You left for Texas at 6:16 p.m. on August 7 and
returned at 8:00 p.m. on the 9th. '

o, v




« &
Cehen
Wilbur Gheen

Robert McNamara

PO et

Nicholas deB}}%atzenbach

A
Willard Wirtz

AL
C.R.-Smith

A
Marvin’ Watson |

& -
According to PARADE magazine for June 15, 1969 (cont.) '

is still wrestling with education problems at the University of
Michigan where he is the Dean of Education

went to the World Bank. Recently he has spoken on the urgency of
the world population crisis

also moved into the computer business. has been named vice presi
and general counsel of International Business Machines Corp.,

which controls about 70 percent of the computer business in Ameri

is reported to be still on vacation as of late May. He was, howe
elected to the Board of Directors of EDP Technology

is a partner in Lazard Freres & Co. an investment company
is in the oil business now. Last March 20 it was announced that

Watson would become president r0f Occidental International Corp.
This subsidary of Occidental Petroleum was formed on that day.

g >
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