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., Pleaae trana1d:t following ... aage .troa President to 

.former Pri• Miniawr Ikea on Decellber 3: 

QUOTB Dear Mr. Priae Min1-ter: 

Pl.eaae ac:cept ay aincue ongr 

bi.rthdl.y. I am delighted to learn tba t you will shortly 
my 

l•ve the hospital and aend/wara b•t wishea :tor your 

early and complete recovery. 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson UNQUOTB 

if 

White Home doea 

Ikeda wiahea to do 

not 

ao. 

plan :releue but baa no objection 

Endo 

Drafted by, Telegr11phlc transmluion ond 

clusification approved by, be,:t A • FM.rev~§A, 1.Js.JFKnowles· g• 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

December 2, 1964 

From the 
Prime 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

MEMORANDUM BUNDYFOR MR. McGEORGE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Proposed Birthday Message 
President to Former Japanese 
Minister Ikeda 

. 0~ 
We recommend that the President send a message of ~ 

good wishes to former Prime Minister Ikeda of Japan on hi 
birthday, December 3. We believe such a message would be 
greatly appreciated by Ikeda, who was compelled to 
relinquish his post as Prime Minister on November 9 due to 
a pre-cancerous throat condition. As Prime Minister, 
Ikeda sent a message of greetings on the President's last 
birthday. 

A suggested message for delivery to Ikeda on December 
3 by our Embassy in Tokyo is enclosed. 

H. ead 
Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Copy of proposed cable to Embassy 
Tokyo 

Exemptedfrom automatic decontrol LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
by""'"'"'""""'""""""....,.......,,,,,_ 

DEC 3 
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Ar:,eabaaay mo 

Pl.ease tmnsld. 1: :fol.lotdng aoasave :froa Pres.iden't w 

Louer Prima ,~miater Ikeda on Decellbez 31 

QUOm Dear M.r. P'l:iae Minlstert 

Pleue • accep't 11y sinc:en congratulations GD ycur 

birthclt.y. l Ul daliglrted m leuD that ,au will aho:r'Cly 

lea.ve the tlo9pi+ ~m boat wishes ~ ,our 

axly and coaplate ncove_z-y. 

Sincexely• 

Lyn.don B. Jobaaon UiQJOTfl 

0111ie Uou$G -does mn plan i:e1ease. but baa no _objection 

11' Ikeda •iehea 'to do so. 

EA • Robert A. Fearey:FA/J:JFIUIOWles;sja .l~/l/64
P - r. s~ (dza1t) {lS. 

S/S /P - • Gai&a (dmft) 
to House 

'UNClASSIPmo 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

October 26 1964 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Message to President Johnson from 
the Prime Minister of Japan 

Enclosed is a note from the Japanese 
Ambassador transmitting a message from the 
Prime Minister of Japan to President Johnson 
thanking the President for his message on the 
conclusion of the 18th Olympic Games. 

No reply is believed necessary. 

H. Read 
Secretary 

Enclosures: 

As stated. 



S> 
EMBASSY OF" JAPAN 

WASHINGTON 

October 24, 1964 

P-18 

Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit a message to the President 

of the United States from the Prime Minister of Japan expressing 

appreciation for the President's kind message on the conclusion 

of the 18th Olympic games. 

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consider-

ation. 

-f Ryuji Takeuchi 

The Honorable 

Dean Rusk. 

Secretary of State . 

.-- - ··-... 



Tokyo, October 24, 1964 

Dear Mr. President: 

On behalf of the government and people of Japan, 
I wish to express my deep appreciation for your kind message 
on the conclusion of the 18th Olympic games .. 

All of us in Japan are gratified that the olympic 
gc:;.-,2s held in our country have become a forum of international 
friendship and understanding through fine sportsmanship. 

The U.S. team, I am pleased to inform you, has 
commanded our 
standing 

admiration 
performance and 

throughout 
excellent 

the games for 
sportsmanship. 

their out­

Sincerely yours, 

(S) Hayato Ikeda 
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LIMITEDOFFICIALUSE 
C44-41 VERBATIMTEXT 1 

Origin 
ACTION: Amembassy TOKYO - IHMEDIATE 1109FE 2 50 f-Mt£q 

Info, 

EmbassiJ requasted transmit following congratulatory message on 

Olympics from President to Prime Minister Ikeda on conclusion Olympic 

Games. 

QUOTE 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

Now that Japan has added a bright new page to the world 

Olympiad chronicle I wish to extend to you and the Japanese 

nation on behalf of the .American people our congratulationa and 

admiration for your splendid performance as hosts to the world. 

I know personally of the high praise which our own athletes 

and officials have expressed for the excellent facilities and 

warm hospitality they enjoyed in Tokyoo Sr,;2aking particularly 

for the American Olympic team I would ask yo to convey to those 

officials and ir. iviC:1uals of you:--Government~ the metropolis of 

Tokyo, and the Japanese Olympic Comrr.::..tteemy warm appreciation 

for their efforts. The Japanese nat~on r,as set :for us all a 
'-.--

ss 

Drafted by1 Telegraphic iransmission, and S/S - Grant GO !Jilliker 
cla~slflcation opprovod by, •• ~~:r,-S?.:'SZl5'.n2:1:~~Z'-c- -~'---------EE-:-EAfJ-:-RCCGll-ins+se-s-:-l

Cfoarances: . --.:.-·. . ~-il~:.i.l<!.>1..:-~~.&'A~ij;~ . 

FE -·Mr. • Barnett (substance) [?/,.t'~~ )
EA - Mr. Fearey ,~ lrs White House _ Mr -y - M,r. F:r-eer.-in.n·\draft 

° Kome~--"-~r,..,..Yaµ{IDI· I . FE/P - Mr. Gaidukyvl(/ i<1(PRODUCTI.JNFROM THIS COPY IS 
. · PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASS!FIED" 

Lil1ITED OFFICIAL USE 

https://i<1(PRODUCTI.JN


f'.age,_,~of teleg~m _ __________to ....... _.Awmw:e:IJm:u:bliila..5si.lJ.sy:~T.uO.iiIQ'.1u~QL-.. 

( 

·LIMITEDOFFICIALUSE 

--:------

~ • ·' 
~~ .::;L;ri) t\ new standard .~or Olympiads of the future and a fine e·ttJ1t 

of brotherhood and sportsmanship. 

Sincerely. 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

UNQUOTE 

AsslJl!11ngGOJ release, please cabl~ release time ASAP. 

PJ(Transmitting through Embassy rather than direc~ cable as 

suggested reftel in order facilitate coordination publicity. 
~ 

End. 

RUSK. 

LIMITED OFFIC ~~ USZ 





MEMORANIXJMFOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY 
TBllWHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Transmittal of Message from the Prime 
Minister of Japan 

Enclosed is a message from the Prime Minister 

of Japan to President Johnson thanking the President 

for his message on the occasion of the Prime 

Minister's recent illness. 

The message was received under cover of a note 

from the Japanese Ambassador to the Secretary of 

State. 

No reply is_ believed necessary. 

Benjamin H. Read 
Executive .Secretary 

Enclosure: 

As stated. 



. . 

Dear Mr. President: 

Thank you very much 

hoping to resume my work 

physical examination. 

With my best wishes. 

for your 

upon the 

kind message. I 

completion of my 

Sincerely yours, 

am 

Hayato Ikeda 

.The President, 

The White House. 
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QTEg D61\ll' Prime MinistergMrQ 

I as distres_sed to learn of your illness. Please accept my best. 

wishes for a 1."3.pi.drecoveeyc 

In light GOJ i:atction ~ dawn PriMiDWs ~s 9 White House does 

not plan pu.bllci1,e message but. bas no objection it GOJ wishes do so .. 

END. 

RUSK_ 

Drafted by, Telegraphic transmission and_ 
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MfflORANWM FOR MR. McGEORGEBUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Message from the Japanese Prime Minister 
to President Johnson on the Crash of U.S. 
Aircraft 

Enclosed is a message for the President from 
the Prime Minister of Japan, which was delivered to 
the Department of State today under cover of a note 
from the Japanese Ambassador. The mess.age thanks 
the President for his message of condolence and 
sympathy in connection with the crash of the U.S. 
military aircraft in Yamato City. 

No reply 
believed 

to the 
necessary. 

Prime Minister's message is 

J}CN I• tJ-hJe;~N~iEN 
Benjamin H. Read F O //2, 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

As stated. 



,,, 

·/ 

September 9, 1964 

Dear Mr. President: 

On behalf of the persons affected by the 

tragic crash of a United States military aircraft 

in Yamato City and the people of Japan, I wish to 

express my sincere appreciation for your message 

of condolence and sympathy. 

Sincerely yours, 

H ato Ikeda 
Prime Minister of Japan 

I 

. ~. 
1. 



1, 
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OUTGOING DepartmentTELEGRAM of. State 
INDICATE,□ COLLECX 
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ACTION: AmembassyTOKYOIMMEDIATE b rz 
FE 

Info, INFO: CINCPAC 
C0MUSJAPAN 

ss C0MNAVFORJAPAN 

G CINCPACFOR POLAD 
p 

USIA Your 857. 
NSC 
~NR 
CIA 

President sends following message for tranamittal Prime Minister 

NSA Ikeda. 
DOD 

fPR 
QUOTE. I have learned with deep sorrow of the tragic crash of a 

U.S. military aircraft near Atsugi on September 8. I hope, Mr. Prime 

Minister, that you will transmit my deepest personal regrets and 

condolences and the heartfelt sympathies of the American people to 

those persons directly affected by the accident, and to the people of 

Japan. 

Lyndon B. Johnson. END QUOTE. 

END. 

RUSK 

F.A - Mr. 
~ 
P - Sie.verts 
FE/P - Mr-~ Lockhart 

T.i•grophlc tron1ml11lon end 

clo111flcatlon approved by, 

D0D/OASD/PA-
White House - Mr.. Thomson .,'Ub tance) 
FE - Mr• Green 'V'· ) 1<.Lr-t(vuuL noN FROM THIS COPY IS 

PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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59 
, COUli'lBfiJTilt!: 

VERBATIMTEXT 
Origin ACTION: Amembassy TOKYO :.'13 I'.ss. 
Info, INFO: CINCPAC 

.Amembassy ;:.: •.--• ·it/ ..16 
CINCPAC FOR l-1..:J...,_..J 

I• 

~X.D15 
Japanese Embassy today delivered following reply, marked 11Conf'iderttial"., 

by Prl:me M~~ster IkeJ~ to President Johnson 16 August 5 message on Tonkin 
I 

Gulf attacksg i, 
I 
I 

BEGINVERBATIMTEXT 
' 'j 

~ ;· o .President~ 

I have received through Ambassador li0ischauer on August 5 your 

message., aJ.ons with the text of your state1nent to the people of ··the 

United States 1 concerning t.he attacks by communist Vietnamese torpedo 

boats on American vessels operating on the high seas and the response 

your government has tnken theretoo 

As I have closely followed developments in-the Vietnamese situation., 

which hais direct bearings on the peace and security of Southeast Asia, 
. . 

I fully appreciate the circumstances under vmich you have been compelled 
ii 

to take the limited and fittinG :r.-asponse against the North Vietnamese ,, 

I. 
forces,. I am [f.("atified to no-i.,cU:r4t, y-0~:c government has already 

ij 

; .referred the incident to tho D:d.t:sd Nat· onse It is my sincere hope 
I ' 

' 

that the situation will ba stabilized at an early date without 

1( 
Drafted by, Telegraphic tran1mission and 

clatsification approvod by,FE:EA:RAii'eare EA - Robert Ae Fearey 

s/s - Mro Mills 

REPRODUCTIONFROM THIS COPY IS 
PROHIBITED UNLESS . "UNCLASSIFIED"•00ffftllJ£NhAL'"- · 
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________ Page 2 of telegram to___ Al=m=em=b=a=s=s.,_v--=-T-=-0=-=K=-=YO--'------------

-CONHDEN ID'.J:L -

assuming serious proport~onso 

Respectfully~· 

Hayato Ikeda 

END VERBATIM TEXTo 

Department offi09r commented appreciatively on forthright tone of 

reply~ Embassy officex ~ observed GOJ able to express support of UcSo 

Tonkin Gulf actions in p· .~vat,e com;;':.nication which Japanese political 

situation prevents it from expressing .jubliclyo 

END 
RUSK 

-
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FE 

lnfat RPT INFO~ COM.JS JAPAN IMMEDIATE 
Amembassy SEOUL ROUTINE 1156 ss CIN<PAC ~ IMMEDIATE Unnumbe:red 

G CINCPAC FOR POLAD 
PR 

Etnbtel 3773AID 
p
USIA Request Embassy deliver following message from President to Prime 

~Minister Ikeda: 
'INR 

QUOTE I was grieved to learn of the earthquake disaster in NorthwestOSD 

Japan today and on behalf of the American people extend deepest sympathy-o 

Sincerely 51 

Lyndon B~ Johnson 

UNQUOTE 

End. 

RUSK. 

---· 

Drafted by, Telegraphic transmiulon and 

FEgEA/JgTWAinsworth:s m 6 16 6 classification approved by, nsen 
Clearance,, p = Mro Freeman (telephone) OOD= Col. McClelland (subSo) 
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Origin ACTION:· Amembassy TOKYO 2907 
FE 
Info, 
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G 
PR Please delt r followir;g mes age to Prim Minister Ikeda: 

p May 12, 1964 
--.. / Dear M;-. Prime Minister& Thalllc you roi-- tt.mr kind cu 

USIA 
NSC 

message 0£ greetings wbieb Governor lcyotaro Azuma of Tokyo conveyed 

to me on the occasion of the visit to Waahington of meP1bera of the 

Nationa1 Governors' As ocia.tion f J pan. I regret that bad 

weather kept me from returning to Washington on May1 in time to 

join Mrs. J obnson in receiving Governor Azwna and his colleagues. 

I fully agree with the view expressed in your message that 

the continuing exchange of visits by elected ofticiala of local 

government helps to strengthen ;further· the bond or f'rie dship 

and understanding betweep Japan and the United States. 

I extend to you and tb Japa.nese people mt 

and best wish-es. Sine r ly, .Iqudon B. Johnson" END QTE. 

Drafted by• Teleor,phic transmission and~\111) 
FE :EA/J sJFKnowles :pmg 5/5/64 clusification approved by, 

---;cc,:-;, -----------~----------::-,:----------------~--••::::,.n::::c.:;:-sa ~ 

P - Mr. Sieverts (substance) EA - Mr. Fearey(draft) i 
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( Translation) 

.April 18, 1964 

Dear Mr. President : 

I am asking Governor Ryotaro Azuma of Tokyo to convey 

to you my personal message of greetings on the occasion of the 

visit to the United States of members of the National Governors' 

Association of Japan. 

I believe that you share with me the pleasure that the 

exchange visits by the elected. leaders of our local governments 

have continued regularly, and have contributed substantially to 

the strengthening of our friendly ties. Governors in democratic 

countries, such as ours, are very close to the people and have 

heavy responsibilities in managing the day-to-day affairs of their 

communities which constitute the basic strength of our nations. 

Mutual understanding and appreciation of their problems and of 

their hopes and plans to advance the public welfare will, I am 

sure, lead to a deepened understanding between our peoples, 

two closest neighbors across the Pacific. I anticipate that these 

exchanges between our governors will be continued to our 

mutual benefit. 

I extend to you and through you to the people of the United 

States my warmest· greetings and good wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) 
Hayato IkedaThe President of 

Prime Minister of Japanthe United States of America, 
The White House. 
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, resident fro:TJ Prime :-:inister Ikeda 
of Young LDP Prefectural Asse:11blyr.ien 
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English translation of a letter of April 13 

,-ril:;e ~1inister Ikeda C'Jnce,,6ing the visit 
of a deleG,-,tion of young Liberal Democratic 

assemblymen. The letter was written by 
in his caracity as president of the liberal 
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Page 3 
A-524 to 
TOKYO 

Tr?.ANSLATION 

Tokyo, April 13, 1964 

Dear Hr. ?resident, 

I am asking the delegat_ion of the 11Federation of the Young 

Liberal Democratic i-fembers of the Prefectural and Munic_ipal Diets 11 

to deliver to you my ~a.rmest ereetings on their visit to the 

United States. They are aspiring young men of our party serving 

the local assemblies. They are the ones res?onsible for shaping 

the future not only of their party but also of Japan. For this. 

reason.I, as the President of the Liberal Democratic Party', am 

particularly pleased that they have this opportunity to visit your 

country, the leader of the free world, whose political and economic 

tradition with its excellent parliamentar-1 system will undoubtedly 

enrich· their vision, and that their new friendship with members 

of the local assemblies of your country will deepen even more the 

understanding _betueen Japan and the United States. 

With my best wishes for your health, 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) 
Hayato Ikeda 

The President of 

the United States of America, 

Tl e .!bite House. 





ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

April 8, 1964 
S/S 5326 

1/_Jo I 
L 

MEMORANDUM BUNDY '''tJ J.,_)FOR MR. McGEORGE J(-
THE WHITE HOUSE ~r;)q-{'f"µ--Y·,-

Subject: Message to the President 
from Prime Minister Ikeda 
on Aircraft Accident 

Enclosed is a message from Prime Minister 
Ikeda to the President thanking him for his 
message of condolence in connection with the 
aircraft accident at Haramachidao The message 
was forwarded to the Department of State by the 
Japanese Embassy. 

No reply to the Prime Minister's message 
is believed necessary. 

Benjamin H. e d 
Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

As stated. 



I 

1 • 
i 

April 7, 1964 

My dear Mr. President: 

On behalf of the families of those killed and 

the persons injured in the tragic aircraft accident 

at Haramachida and the people of Japan, I thank you 

most warmly for your message of condolence and sym­

pathy. 

The prompt offers of aaaistanc• made by the 

United States representatives in Japan &re deeply 

appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hayato Ikeda 
Prime Minister of Japan 



t 



OUTGOINGTELEGRAM of StateDepartment 
INDICATE: □ COLLECT 
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UNCLASSIFIED 

37-39 
Origin ACTION: .Al'lembassy TOKYO ~ PRI0R+I'Y 2553FE 
Info, 

ss from t~• President 
Request Embassy convey following message/to Prime Minister Ikeda:G 

PR 
p 

QUOT On 1-,ehalf of the American people I ask you to convey my pr ofound
USIA 
NSC 
INR condolences to the families of those kilJ,ed, and sympathy to the persons 
OSD 
NAVY in.iured in the tragic ai.·craft accident fl,t Hara Machida.. The United 

States x:acl representatives ix:i Japan will do everything they can to 

assist those affected. 

L,rndon B. Johnso!'). END QUOTE. 

White fiouse ~-Jill :d.2 i:elease a.t f;trst opportunity and has 

no objection to rele3se Ly GOJ. 

ENI) 

RUSK 

Draftedby, Telegraphic tran1miuion and 

FE: EA/ J: ,.,,.:Aimrnorth classification approved by, FE ,.. S S - Richard M. Moose 

P- 1~r. Dtllon (telephone) ( vlhit)e Ho~se - Hr Smith (telephone)DOD OA.SD/PA - Mr. I Odom teleppnne • ( )FE - Mr. Green telephone
s/s - REPRODUCTIONFROM THIS CQPY IS 

PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 

~MDS-322 





35 

OUTGOINGTELEGRAM of StateDepartment 
INDICATE: 0 COLLECT 
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Orl;tn ACTION: .Amemb.assy TOKYO IMMEDIATE 2433 
ss 
Info, 

Please deliver following message to Prime Mini.ste.rFE 

riUOTE 

On behalf o.f the people an.id Gove:tn:'llment of the United 

Jtates let me thank you most Wfi.tmly fox: your me .. :nage. of 

he is expected to make .a full :recovery~ and you calr.1\ be A.ssu:/C'e.d 

that all Americans will understand that. -,;,ucb an ae;t has irwt:hii.Thg 

to do with the deep friendship G.nd uni-e:,;si~an:i1ding whic.h exist 

between our two countries an.d to which Ambfissadm; Relsc.hauer 

himself has m..~de so important a contribution. 

UNQliOTE 

.8ND 

Drafted by, elegraphic tnrnsmtuion and 

Text rec Id from 'White House~ : ·. ~ification approved by, 

~1..,.nc~ 
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 25, O. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

L55o 

MEMJRANDUMTO MRo McGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Message to President Johnson from 
Prime Minister Ikeda Concerning 
Ambassador Reischauer 

Enclosed is the text of a message to President 
Johnson from Prime Minister Ikeda of Japan expressing 
deep regret over the incident involving Ambassador 
Reischauer. This message was given to the Secretary 
of State by the Japanese Ambassador this morning for 
forwarding to the Presidento Following delivery of 
the message, the Ambassador released the text to the 
presso 

Benjamin Ho Read 
Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Message to President 
Johnson from Prime Minister 
Ikeda. 



---------------------------- ---

MESSAGETO PRESIDENT JOHNSON 

IN THE NAME OF THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF JAPAN I 

WANTTO EXPRESS TO YOU WI VERY DEEP REGRET OVER THE MOST UN­

FORTUNATEINCIDENT INVOLVING AMBASSADORREISCHAUER. 

THE ENTIRE NATION IS INDIGNANTOVER THE DASTARDLY 

ACT OF VIOLENCE COMMITTED THE REPRESENTATIVE AGAINST OF A 

NATION WITH WHICH WE HAVE ESPECIALLY CLOSE AND FRIENDLY RE­

LATIONS. WE ALL PRAY FOR THE AMBASSADOR r S EARLIEST RECOVERY. 

HAYATOIKEDA 

PRIME MINISTER OF JAPAN 





THE ,vHITE HOUSE 

WASHl:--TOTON 

January 4, 1964 

Dear Mr. Pr:i.tne Minister: 

Thank you for your letter of November thirtieth 
and your kind wishes for the success of my 
endeavors. I share your gratification that we 
were able to talk about problems of mutual c:.:n­
cern. You may be sure that I will do my best 
further to strengthen the relations of close 
friendship between our countries. 

As you begin your new term of leadership, I send 
you my personal best wishes and look forward to 
the continued cooperation of. our countries. 

His Excellency 
Hayato Ikeda, 

Prime Minister of Japan, 
Tokyo. 

,. .........,_ r , -• -- ••••-------•--------•·-~~-- -----••·••------••- -•-•-
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18083 
3? 

OFFICE OF THE PR\ME MINISTER -
TOKYO 

Tokyo, November JO, 1963 • 

.De&r Mr. President, 
• • . -·:,,:·,, 

During my recent sad mission of v:isitin:g-·your 
country to attend the funeral service of the late / 
.P-:resident John F. Kennedy, there was one gi;atifying 
moment the opportunity I had to renew my acquaintonc~ 
with y()u.. a.nd to talk with you about problems which &l'e 
of mutual concern to us .• 

T.hQ heavy responsibility of presiding over the 
Governflent of the United States h~s suddenly been thrust 
u.9on you. at a. time when the world is at a crucial tur:r ..-
i~g point. The peoples of the world look with high 
~~pectations to you as th~ president of the United St&tes 
to 1~ 30·~ country and th.e. worl.d toward peace and. 
hwt\n.n we.ffore under fre..o,d.om and justice. 

We.in Japa.TJ. 8.1'"& confident tu\&t you will continue to 
d~onsb--ate positive initiative in t)le further strengthen­
ll'\S of ·the friendly rele.tionship existing between our two 
C.Ountr.~e§. At this historic moment, let me· assure you 
o~ce again that Japan sincerely wishes to cooperate with 
you in your great endeavors, 

With best wishes for your good health and succesc, 

Sincerely·yours, 

Hayato Ikeda 

The I-_-·-- ::..C_ent; 
Tl:.,: --~:.::.t G' :-:-ou.s2. 

1il;;.,s:·~:..-:: . ::.. ;;;~ C .. .. ;:._· ___ 
v-,# . .::. • .._. 

PRE E VATi 



AODRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

18828 December 11, 1963 

MEMORANDUM BUNDYFOR MR. McGEORGE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter to the President from 
Prime Minister Ikeda 

There is enclosed a letter to the President from 
Prime Minister Ikeda transmitted to the Department 
of State by the Japanese Ambassador. 

A recommended reply will be forwarded to you 
shortly. 

~e--Benjamin H. ad 
Executive Sec etary 

Enclosure: 

As stated. 



AOPRESS OFFICIAL. COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C, 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

19083 December 23, 1963 

/
MEMORANDUM BUNDYFOR MRo McGEORGE 

THE WHITE HOUSE JJ s1:;) 
Subject: Reply to Letter from Prime~ ~& C 1, 

Minister Ikeda of Japan (J 
1
·.)r 

Enclosed is a draft recommended reply to the 
attached letter to the President from Prime Minister 
Ikeda of Japan dated November 300 A brief reply from 
the President is considered appropriate in this case 
since Mro Ikeda was formally re-elected Primie Minister 
by the Japanese Diet on December 9o The Lower House 
elections which in fact determined his continuation 
in power took place on November 210 The President 
congratulated Mro Ikeda on his party's electoral 
success when they met November 250 

~lll ~ ~of'-.· 
BenJ~"llo1io:.Read 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosuresl 

lo Reconnnended reply. 

2a Letter from Prime Minister 
Ikeda, dated November 30, 19630 



RECOMMENDEDREPLY 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

f1hank you for your letter of November 30 and 

your kind wishes for the success of my endeavors. 

I share your gratification that we were able to talk 

about problems of mutual concern. You may be sure 

that I will do my best further to strengthen the 

relations of close friendship between our countries. 

As you begin your new term of leadership, I send 

you my personal best wishes and look forward to the 

continued cooperation of our countries. 

Sincerely yuu:rs;
,J 

Lyndon Bo Johnson 

His Excellency 

Hayato Ikeda, 

Prime Minister of Japan, 

Tokyo. 



January 4, 1964 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

'fhank you for your letter of November thirtieth 
and your kind wishes for the succes of my 
endeavors. l share your gratification that we 
were able to talk about problems of mutual con• 
cern. You may be sure that l will do my best 
further to strengthen the relations of close 
friend.ship between our countries. 

As you begin your new term oi leadership, l send 
you my personal best wishes and look forward to 
the continued cooperation of our countries. 

Sincerely, 

4 
His Excellency 

Hayato Ikeda, 
Prime Minister of Japan, 

Tokyo. 

State: LBJ: Forrestal: pay 

,l 
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Info, 

Please deliver following message to :durxPrimeMinister~ 

QTEo De T Ml.-.Prime Minister~ Thank you for your letter of. 

November thirtieth and your kind wishes for the succes8 of my 

endeavors. I share your gratification that we were able to talk 

about problems of mutual concern. You 'flJl:ly be sure that I will do 

my bet furth r to strengthen the relations of close friendship 

betw en our countries. 

Au you begin your new term of leadership 9 I send you my 

pert::CMl b st wi hes and look forward to the continued cooperation 

of our countries Sincerely:., Lyndon Bo Johns.on o END QTEeo 

END. 

RUSK 

0ruftod by, Telegraphic transmission and 

T xt received from the WH~ejp classlflcation by, S/S = Carol Moorapproved 

REPRODUCTIONFROM THIS COPY IS 
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OUTGOINGTELEGRAM of StateDepartment 
INDICATE: □ comer 
0 CHARGE TO LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

ACTION: Amembassy1:0KYO 1667 

Info, 

Please deliveT following message to tinaPrime Ministeri 

QTEO Dear MT. Prime Minister~ Thank you for your letter of 

November thirtieth and your kind wi.shes for the succes:; of my 

endeavors. I share your gratification that we were able to talk 

about problems of mutual concern. You may be sure that I will do 

my bet further to strengthen the relations of close friendship 

betw en our countries. 

Aa you begin your new term of leadership, I send you my 

personal be t wi hes and look forwax-d to the continued cooperation 

of our countri""s. Sincerely, Lyndon B. Jobnsotlo ENDQTE. 

END. 

RUSK 

l)rolted by,

T t received 
-Cl .. rano.-, 

from the WH~ej 
Tel&graphic transmission and 

classification approved by, S/ s ao Carol Moor 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
REPRODUCTIONFROM THIS COPY IS 
PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 



Eacloaecl la a copy ot the. Pnaldeat 1a 

Sblcerely, 

Mc:Oeorae Blmdy 

Bl• EzcelleDcr a~ Takeulai 
TJt.eAmlNl8aador. of Sapaa 
zsit llil.aaeacbuett• A wau, N'. W. 
Wanlaatoa, D. C. 



3/24/64 
TO: Prime ). .iater Ikeda of Japan 

FROM: The President 

On behalf of the people and Government o! the United States 

let me thank you most warmly for your me•sage of sympathy and 

regret for the act of one lndlvidua.l against Ambaaaador Re.lacbauer. 

We have been happy here to learn that be i expected to make a 

full reco-very. and you can be assured that all Americans will 

understand that such an act has nothing to do with the deep friendship 

and understanding blch exist between ou.r two countries and to which 

Ambassador Reiacba.uer hlmtelf has made so impol'tAnt a contribution. 



ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASh1NGTON 2.S, D, C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

UNCLASSIFIED May 6, 1964 

S/S 6796 FOR 1:1R. McGEORGE BUNDY MEMORANDUM 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter to the President from Japanese 
Prime Minister Concerning Visit of 
Japanese Governors 

Enclosed is a letter dated April 18 to the Presi­
dent which Prime Minister Ikeda of Japan asked a dele­
gation of Japanese Governors to deliver on the occasion 
of their visit to Washington on May 1. The Governors 
and their wives, who visited the United States under 
the United States-Japan Governors' Exchange Program of 
the Department of State, were received by Mrs. Johnson 
on May 1. 

In his letter the Prime Minister extends his 
personal greetings and expresses the belief that the 
exchange visits of American and Japanese Governors 
contribute substantially to the strengthening of United 
States-Japan friendship and understanding. 

We believe it would be appropriate and useful to 
our good relations with Japan for the President to 
acknowledge the Prime Minister's letter expressing his 
personal belief in the value of these exchange visits. 
A similar exchange of messages took place when a dele­
gation of American Governors visited Japan last fall. 
Enclosed is a suggested Presidential reply to Prime 
Minister Ikeda's letter, which we recommend be sent by 
telegram through Embassy Tokyo. 

1_,:-7,/,t.,~ ~ -
CJ~epjamin H. R£d -

Executive Secretary
Enclosures: 

1. Prime Minister Ikeda's Letter 
of April 18, with English translation 

2. Suggested reply. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Please deliver following messae:o to rime ister Ikeda: 

Q ·• Dear • • Prime Hiniater: Thank you !or your kind 

osa ot greetings which oov mor ota.ro Azuma of Tokyo conveyed 

at1onal Oovemoro' A.ssociation of Japan. I regret that bad 

ather kept . frcm return.in to \ hington on !ay l 1n time to 

join h's. Johnaon in :receiving Oovemor zurtta and his colleagµes. 

I fully agro with the viow expre.ssad 1n your message tba.t 

the continuing exchan of visits by elected o!f'.io.iala of local 

government helps t.o strengthen further the bonds ot friendship 

and understanding between Japan and the United States. 

I extend to you and the J pa.nese ,people my warme.st grEetings 

an,i best wiehea. Sim:erely, Lyndon B .• John on. 'D QTE. 

S/S -
FB:E /J tJFKnowlos:pr.ig S/5/64 
P - • S1everts (substance) EA - Mr. Fearey(draft)& 

U/PR - ~. Tonesk (draft) White House -
CU/FE - 1r. Dietz (draft) 
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s/t O I 
d. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

May 7, 1964 
s/s 6811 

UNCLASSIFIED 

MEMORANDUM BJNDYFOR MR. McGEORGE 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter to the President ~ } 
from Japanese Prime Minister ( ~ 
Concerning Visit of Liberal Deroocratic ( 1· 
Party Prefectural Assemblymen 

Enclosed is a letter of April 13 to the President which 
Prime l".d.nister Ikeda of Japan asked a delegation of young prefectural 
assemblymen of his Liberal Democratic Party to deliver on the 
occasion of their visit to Washington, April 26 to 29. The letter 
was transmitted informally through the Japanese Embassy after the 
delegation learned that it would not be possible for the President 
to receive them, as requested by Speaker Jesse Unruh of the 
California State Assembly. 

The Prime Minister 1s letter is written in his capacity as 
president of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party and is in the nature 
of a letter of introduction. Under these circumstances, we believe 
the letter does not require a reply by the President. 

We suggest that Embassy Tokyo be authorized in its discretion 
to make an appropriate acknowledgment on behalf of the President. 
Enclosed is a draft airgram to Embassy Tokyo which we propose to 
send on receipt of White House concurrence. 

~---
Executive Secretary 

Enclosures: 

(1) Letter to the President of April 13, 1964 
from Hayato Ikeda, President of the 
Liberal Democratic Party, with English 
translation 

(2) Draft airgram to Embassy Tokyo 

UNCLASSIFIED 



(Translation) 

Tokyo, April 13, 1964 

Dear Mr. President, 

1 am asking the delegation of the "Federation of 

the Young Liberal Democratic fylembers of the Prefectural 

and Municipal Diets" to deliver to you my warmest greetings 

on their visit to the United States. They are aspiring young 

men of our party serving the local assemblies. They are 

the ones responsible for shaping the future not only of their 

. party but also of Japan. For this reason 1, as the President 

of the Liberal Democratic Party, am particularly pleasef:l 

that they have this opportunity to visit your country, the 

leader of the free world, whose political and economic • 

tradition with its excellent parliamentary system will un­

doubtedly enrich their vision, and that their new friendship 

with members of the local assemblies of your country will 

deepen even more the understanding between Japan and the 

United States. 

With my best wishes for your health, 

Sincerely yours, 

The Pres

the 

ident of 

United States of America, 

(Signed) 
Hayato Ikeda 

The White House. 

I I I' !1 
I. 



UNCLASSIFIED 

Amembassy TOKYO 

DEPARTMENTOF STATE 

Letter to the President from Prime Minister Ikeda 
Concerning Visit of Young LDP Prefeotural Assemblymen 

Enclosed is an English translation of a letter of April l'.3 
to the President from Prime Minister Ikeda concerning the visit 
to the United States of a delegation of young Liberal Democratic 
Party {LDP) prefectural assemblymen. The letter was written by 
the Prime Minister in his capacity as president of the Liberal 
Democratic Party and is in the nature of a letter of introduction 
and personal greetings. It was transmitted informally to the 
Department by the Japanese Embassy after it was learned that the 
President's schedule did not permit him to receive the delegation 
of prefectural assemblymen. 

The F.mbassyis requested, in its discretion, to make an 
appropriate acknowledgment to Prime Minister Ilceda's letter on 
behalf of the President. The F.mbassy may express the President's 
regret that it was not possible for him to receive the prefectural 
assemblymen and his belief that such visits by young Japanese I.DP 
local leaders contribute to better understanding between the United 
States and Japan. The Embassy may also express the Department's 
willingness to lend all possible assistance to any future visits of 
this nature. 

During their visit to Washington, April 26 to 29, the LDP 
prefectural assemblymen called on the Attorney General, Mr. Sargent 
Shriver, Director of the Peace Corps, and various members of Congress. 
Assistant Secretary of State for Congressional Relations Dutton 
hosted a reception in their honor, attended by Congressmen and 
Department officers. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

FE:EA/J:JFKnowles:png 5/7/64 EA - Leonard L. Bacon 
CU/FE- Mr. Dietz {draft) P - Mr. Sieverts {subs) 
U/PR - Mr. Tonesk (draft) s/s -

White House -
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Enclosure: 

English translation 0£ letter to the President 
of April 13, 1964 from Hayato Ikeda, 
.?resident 0£ the Liberal Domocratio Party 
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TRANSLATION 

Tokyo, April 13, 1964 

Dear Mr. President, 

I am asking the delegation or the "Federation of the Young 

Liberal Democratic Members of the Prefeotural and l-lunicipal Diets" 

to deliver to you my warmest greetings on their visit to the 

United States. They are aspiring young men of our party serving 

the local assemblies. They are the ones responsible for shaping 

the future not only of their party but also of Japan. For this 

reason.I, as the President of the Liberal Democratic Party, am 

particularly pleased that they have this opportunity to visit your 

country, the leader of the free world, whose political and economic 

tradition with its excellent parliaioontary system will undoubtedly 

enrich their vision, and that their new friendship with members 

of the local assemblies of your country will deepen even more the 

understanding between Japan and the United States. 

With rrry best wishes for your health, 

Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) 
Hayato Ikeda 

The President of 

the United States of America, 

The White House. 



May 8, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

MR. MCGEORGE BUNDY 

The visit by our Governors to Japan last Fall 
was apparently a booming success. It would therefore 
make sense for the President to send the attached pro­
posed message to Prime Minister Ikeda. 

Clifford L. Alexander, Jr. 

Attachment 



May 12, 1964 

Dear Mia. Prlme Minlster: 

Thank you for your kind message of greeting• which 
Governor Ryotaro Azuma of Tokyo conveyed to me 
on the occaalon of the visit to Waahinaton of members 
of the National Govo•nors' .Aasoclatlon of Japan. I 
regret that bad weather kept me from returning to 
Washington on May 1 ln tlrne to Join Mre. Johnson in 
receiving Governor A&uma and his colleagues. 

I.fully agree with the vlew expreaeed in your meas age 
that the continuing acbange of visits by elected officials 
of local government helps to strengthen further the 
bonda of friendship and understanding between Japan and 
the United States. 

l extend 
greeting• 

to you and the 
and beat ~she

Japanese 
s. 

people my warmest 

Sinceioely, 

Hi.a Excellency Hayato Ikeda 
J?rlme Mlnlater of Japan 
Tokyo 
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Please deliver following message to PriJJ:e MinisteJ:" Ikeda 1PR 
May 12, 1964p 

-.. / Dear Mr. Prime Minister: Thank you !or -your kincu 
USIA message of greetings which Governor R_yotaro Azuma of Tolqo aonveyed 
NSC 

to me on the occasion of the visit to W&ehington of membera of the 

.National Governors• Association of Japsn. I regret that bad 

~atber kept me from returning to Washington on .Ma7 l in time to 

join Mrs, Jobllson in receiving Oovemor Azuma and his colleagues. 

I fully agree with the view expressed in your message that 

the continuing ex,change of visits by elected officials of local 

goverrunent helps to strengthen further the bonds of friendship 

and understanding betwe n Japan and the United St teafj 

I extend to you and the J apanesa people fff3 warmest gre inga 

and best wishes. Sincerely, Lyndon B. Jobnson. END QB;. 

RALL 

Drafted by: Tel•grephic transmission and~~'t) 
FE sEA/J aJFKnowles tpmg 5/5/64 clouiflcollon approved by, 

-,,c~1••~,..~ces~,-----------~-----:------------------1 
P - Mr. Sieverts (substance) EA - Mr. Fearey(draft) 1 
U/PR - Mr. Tonesk (draft) White House - Mr. Smith l.: 
GU/FE - Mr. Dietz {draft) REPRODUCTIONFROM THIS COPY IS ~ {

UNCLASSIFIED 1PROHIBITEDUNLESS"UNCLASSIFIED" 
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~otel 3773 

l'ieq:ie.st Jlimbassy deliver follovtng message ft"O-mPrcsi<l:oot to P:t·ilae 

Minister Ikeda: 

Q"JO'l'E I was grieved to learn or t-he earthq·l&ke disaster in North.wast. 

Japan today and on behal.1' of 'the amen.can pe-ople extend deepest, sympathy. 

L.Yndon B. Johnson 

O NQtiO 'lE 

FE:EA/J:1VAinswrt.~:sjm 6/16/64 
:P - ~r. Freeman (telephone) i:OD .. Col. McClelland (s4bs.) 
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