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Ncwember I. 1965 

6ECltE'f -
•&A.o•l-·ORANDUM FO Mil. BUNDY 

ject: Letter• to Prime Mlulater llaon 

Mac •• 

........,i.ll.lil ... up di• diacuulon ln tbe eta.ff meet-
1111thl• s, , I haft r•vl-- d tile attached 
l r• from tbe Preaident to Prime Mini• r 
Wll80D and ADd that they sift ua a &ee band 
to lnlorm the Dutch la the future of theN u-
r ementa if we ao deabe. I ban rewritten 
lb• co rl memonndum to tile Preeldent 
to make clear that a lelon on tu eatloa 

nocuv:1.mrtu Dutch ha• l>Mn cl-' ned. 
~..... t puaar . ) 

Aleo attached are copl • of the memoraada 
,- Mat to lla* &DdMcNamara on J, 
1965, -L&•IUD& that tide aubJct be cUecuaHd 
at a tum.e 'J\ae bmcheon. aad my memoran-
6un to J1N ■cued my ti 1aat week 

th David endaU, Counaelor, UK ~IDII•..,. 

Atta. DPO.ASSIFIBD 
E.O. 12958, Scc. 3.6 

~07-!'f1 
By NARA. Date / ;a..JJ-t>f 

-SECRET-

SMKeeny:jb: 11-1-65 
bee: Mr. CEJohnao 

SMK file and chron 
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\0 D,·1anusicsStnd -t;' l, 
'm~~~zzll 

iiarah 12, 1S64. 
-"'SEUEfo'"t' 

<.1-)r.../~w-l~-
'·· I wa.sglad to receive your letter of February 28 

in \'!l'°J.chyou rea.ffi1-med the Understandings of OUl" two 

Govsrnnen~ with regard to consul tati()n on t,ta use of 

nucloar weapons. I confim that the Memorandumof 

Understanding -enclosed vii th your letter correctly 

reJresent,s the position of my Government. J"t the 

s~~a time I note your reference to the continuing 

validity of the underta.'d.ngs g1van by our.two 

Govsrnnants in 1962 to .consult the North· Atlantic 

Co~1cil, if time permits, on the· use of nuclear 

weaoons anywherein the world. 

My wife arJd I warnlly raciprocate your feelings 

a.bout our visit to Washington. The understa.nd!ng 
. . 

we :·aaahed there· &Dd the ~rlc ~18 . are doing together 

f 
' 

A{&ti:o!t'.C7, ' • ' .-:JI'3 

BJ~. {:-i;J.·'?'f 

https://A{&ti:o!t'.C7
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round the world are the most chaer1ns te&ture ot 

the 1nternat1oD&l seem and th8 surest guarantee. ot 

tll8 success ot our ettorts. 

1, 

I 

Tr.a President ot the Ullitad Sta.tea ot America. 

.. . 
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Tim WI rtTK HOUSE 

we 
o£ 

con•ul~tion 
confirm 

Febru.ry 28, 

~ OP: SiiGMY 

Da&r Mr. Prime WJ.nister: 

In our.ta1ka in Washington we aareed that 
would reaffirm together the under•tanctin,s 
our two Government• with rc,iard to 
in tho uae of nuclca.· weapons. I now 
this ·agrooment in the attached Memorandum o£ 
Underatandlna. It la wry- much like the one 
which Prem.dent Kennedy sent to Prime Minister 
Macmillan in February 1961. except for minor 
but necessary editorial chant•• and the deletion 
of reference• to the r~ (Thor) force which la. 
no lonaer operational. 

I note also that our two Governments have a 
continuing commitment to consult with tho North, 
Atlantic Council conc•nung the uae of nucle&r 
weapon• anywhere, ii time ::,ermlta. 

Let mo _take this occaat.on to aay again how 
:nuch Mra. Johnson and I enjoyed yCNr,viait, 
and bow clear it• value la a• we coatlmw to 
work together on bard pz,oblem•. all aroancl 
the world. 

Sincerely, 

[ JJ))..,.__
:! '(f -_. 

The 1U.1ht Honorable • \J 
Slr Alec Doualas-Homlll, M. P. ·, 

Prime Ml.mater, 
London, Eqland. 

DlSTllBUTlONONLY'1'0: S AMB.BIUCI/London 
Shown to EUR-Mr.Tyler. 

2/28/64(vah per JM)Ef!vt, V-1XJl # -!J ~ 
• I-JI"'"' 
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1''A ,i 111 SOTOS 

Underatandln;a with 'Cha 3ritiah on the Uae 
• of British Baaos and Nuclear Weapons 

1. Our understandln1 on tho uao of British base• is 
that the President and Prin10 Minister will reach a 
joint decision by •peaking personally with each o~r 
befo:-e certain force• eqw.P!_>ed.with U. S. nuclear 
wea.pona .~ operating f:rom bases in tba Unit(Jd Kingdom 
will wao nuclear weapons, ~ely SAC, Britia!l Bomber' 
Command*, {§ACEUll-a.aaigned force• in the UKJand 
U. S. Polaris submarines in British territoriti water•. 
The basic understanding h 
of .January 9, 1952 covering 

"Under arran1ementa 
dofcnso, the United States 

contained in the commu:-.ique 
the Truman-Churchill tallta: 

ma.de for the common· 
ha.a the use of certain ba•e• 

·,,, ,.,.,. "·If •
I,;~~ ;..,.c.. lf1&~ 
""o.,c. ur,,,t,..,-l'N) 

;.,,.. ""'~:,,---"' 
A1111~ ,,- J:,.W_,.,..AN :) 

in the U:::.ted Kinadom. We reaffirm the unc:leratandin1 • 
that the use of the•• base• in an emergency would be a 
m&tter for Joint decision by Hh Majesty•• Government 
and the United State• Ciovenuncnt in the li1ht of cir­
cumstucea prevailing at the time. 11 

Procedure• for carrying out this ba.aic ,mdoratanding 
were all'eed upon in the Murphy-Dean Aareement of 
June 7, 1958, which was approved by" the President and 
the 'Prime Minlater. The coverln; document, thct Report 
to the PreaicS.nt and the Prime Minister, repeats almost 
literally the. lanpa.10 of the Truman-0:mrcbW. communique: 

112. The baaic ,mderatandin; between the United 
Kin1dom and United States Oovernmenta, reprdin1 the 
use of ba••• in the United Kinge.om by United States forces, 
?:.-ovides that auch•u•• in an emergency shall be a matter 
!c • joint decision by the two Governments in the li&ht of 
cile circumstance• at the time. 11 

: .:.:cluclina aircraft of aw:h Command equipped with 
British ~clear weapona. 

https://Kinge.om
https://lanpa.10
https://PreaicS.nt
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2. Tbore ia a aecond, more s:caneral undorat&nclin" 
with the Briti1h th:.t we will conault with them bf'fo:-e 
·usin:; nuclc.ar weapons ~~ywbore, U possible. The b:Laic 
l:nlcr stanciini on thi• ?()ir.t is contained in a memorandum 
of conversation of a mCllo~n1 oet\veon the Pre&idant and 
Zden on March 9, 1953. Eden bad a1ked for an assurance 
of conaulULtion by the P:-esidcnt with the Prime Miniater 
prior to U. S. use of any nuclor.r weapon. 

11He (the President) aaid t.'at the Umted States 
would, of courae, in tho event of increased tenaion or 
tho t!1~•e2.tof war, take every poasible step to consult 
with Britain and our ot!14Sr allies. 11 

Tho President rea!firmcd this underatar.ciin~ when 
he wrote to tM Prime Minister on October 27, 1960, 
in co.me·ct:ion with.the Holy Loch berthing: 

11Vlith reference to the launchin1 of missiles from 
U. S. Polaria aubcarincs, I give you the following 
a.ss\;.rance, which of course is not intended to be used 
::,.ubacly. In the event of an· emerg6ncy, such as increased 
tension or the threat oi war, tho U. S. will take every 
posaiole atap to consult with Britain ancl other Allio•. 
Thia rcaf;irm• the ass.ir.:.nce i gave ::-- ~ .;ign Secreta=-y 

11Zden o .. March 9, 1953. 

3. ::i::!.hould be noted that the agreement !or joint doci.;:.on 
by i.:1::.:?:-~aident and the Prime Minister does not e~te •. d 
to a·.1 :.J. S. !~rces unc:ler SACEUR and SACLA.l\'T but Gr.- • 

covers :iloa~ACEUR-aaaignod.forcea (strike aquad:o:-.- ·J "F'-:,,.r, .i . 
b~6ed in t.'lo uKJO!]The other U. S. nuclear forces und .. ~· '•-1• ~ . ._ .. 
SACZUa and S.<CLANT would only be covered. by the ""- t., k. -':· c..A 
more ~•neral ~l'atandin1 to consult U time permit•. ~ Au.,-,J 

~,c L"'-""'~~ ,.J 
~-,. ifll.,jM-r

fp,,f,.,,n +o £~,~his should not bo taken to .,xclude U. S.- nuclear !or;;::a ,-o N,;T• 

h'- ~, t., 1, J baced in the UI<·wluch might';,~ ~ssi~d to a NATO cor.-.:~ancicr t0 .,. •• ..,J­
in t."1c Iuture. In such cvont S\!ch !orce• would bo brous~\t 
within the term• of the Murp\V•DCl&n R.eportby app'roprii.to 
.:.mcndmont of that R.oport. _J · . 

'18P 3£CR:R-

https://app'roprii.to
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https://nuclc.ar
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