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November 1, 1965

—SECRET—
MEMORANDUM FOR MR, BUNDY

Subject: Letters to Prime Minister Wilson

uu..

Following up the discussion in the staff meet-
ing this morning, I have reviewed the attached
letters from the President to Prime Minister
Wilson and find that they give us a free hand
to inform the Dutch ia the future of these ar-
rangements if we so desire. I have rewritten
the covering memorandum to the President

to make clear that a decision on the question
of notifying the Dutch has been deferred.

(See penultimate paragraph. )

Also attached are copies of the memoranda

you sent to Rusk and McNamara on Sept. 3,
1965, suggesting that this subject be discussed
at a future Tuesday luncheon, and my memoran-
dum to you discussing my meeting last week
with David Bendall, Counselor, UK Embassy.

Spurgeon Keeny

Atts. DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6
NL] 09-/49
By NARA, Date /2-/l-0F

—SEGRET
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March 12, 1964.
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T vias glad to receive your letier of Fetruary 28
in vrich you reeffirmed the Undsrstandings of our tvio
Govermaents with regard to consultation on the use of
nuciser weapons. I confirm that the kiemorandum of
Urdsrsiending-enclosed with your letter correctly
resresents the position of my Govermment. At the
sanz time I note your references to the continuing
validity of the undertakings given by our.two
Governnents in 1962 to .consult the North Atlantic
Couzcil, if time permits, on the use of nuclear
weanons anywhers in the world.

iy wife and I warmly reciprocate your feelings
about our visit to Washington. The understarding
we »sacned there and the work we are doing together
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round the world are the most cheering feature of
ths international scens and the surest guarantee. of
the success of our efforts.
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Tre President of the United States of America.



TIIE WIITE 1IOUSE
WASIHINGTON

s February 28, 1964
L U1S

TOS-GB6RAY
Dsar Mr. Prime Minister:

In our talks in Washington we agreed that we
would reaffirm together the understandings of
our two Governments with regard to consultation
in the use of nuclear weapons. I now confirm
this agrecement in the attached Memorandum of
Understanding. Itis very much like the one
which President Kennedy sent to Prime Minister
Macmillan in February 1961, except for minor
but necessary editorial changes and the deletion
of references to the IRBM (Thor) force which is
no longer operational.

I note also that our two Goveraments have a
continuing commitment to consult with the North
Atlantic Council concerning the use of nuclear
weapons anywhere, if time sermits.

Let me take this occasion to say again how
much Mrs., Johnson and I enjoyed your visit,
and how clear its value is as we continue to
work together on hard problems all around

the wprld.
Aﬁdnurdy.d
The Right Honorable B (l F '

Sir Alec Douglas-Homa, M. P,
Prime Minister,
London, England.
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THE WIITE IIOUSE
WASIIINGTON

EXDIS|

—TOR SEGREF—

Understandings with the British on the Use
" of British Bascs and Nuclear Weapons

1. Our understanding on the use of Britich bases is
that the President and Prime Minister will reach a

joint decision by speaking personzally with each other
before certain forces equipned with U, S. nuclear
weapons and operating from bascs in the Unitcd Kingdom
will use nuclear weapons, namely SAC, British Bomber

Command®, [SACEUR-assigned forces in the UKJand  F{f

U. S. Polaris submarines in British territoriz: waters. *
The basic understanding is contained in the commuzique
of January 9, 1952 covering the Truman-Churchill talks:

"Under arrangements made for the common
defcnse, the United States has the use of certain bases
in the United Kingdom. We reaffirm the understanding.
that the use of these bases in an emergency would be a
matter for joint decision by His Majesty's Government
and the United States Government in the light of cir-
cumstances prevailing at the time. "

Procedures for carrying out this basic understanding
were agreed upon in the Murphy-Dean Agreement of
June 7, 1958, which was approved by the President and
the Prime Minister. The covering document, the Report
to the President and the Prime Minister, repeats 2lmost

literally the language of the Truman-Churchill communique:

"2. The basic understanding between the United
Kingdom and United States Goveranments, regarding the
use of bases in the United Kingdom by United States forces,
s>rovides that such-use in an emergency shall be a matter
fcr joint decision by the two Governments in the light of
tae circurnstances at the time. "

* “xcluding aircraft of such Command equipped with
British nuclear weapons,
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2. Thore is a second, more general understanding

with the British that we will consult with them beifore

using auclcar weapons anywhere, if possible. The basic
understanding on this point is contained in a memorandum
of conversation of a meeting between the President and
Eden on March 9, 1953, Edecn had asked for an assurance
of consultation by the President with the Prime Minister
prior to U, S, use of any auclezr weapon.

"He (the President) said that the United States
would, of course, in the event of increased tension or
the threzt of war, take every possible step to consult
with Britain and our other allics, "

Thoe President reaf{firmed this understanding when
he wrote to the Prime Minister on October 27, 1960,
in coanection with the Holy Loch berthing:

"With reference to the launching of missiles from
U. S. Polaris submarines, I give you the following
assurance, which of course is not intended to be used
wublicly. In the evont of an'emergéacy, such as increased
tension or the threat of war, the U. S. will take every
possible stap to consult with Britain and other Allics.
This realiirms the assurance I gave Z'.‘cign Secretacy
Eden oz March 9, 1953, "

3. it should be noted that the agrcoment for joint deci-ion

by tuc President and the Prime Minister does not eixtend

to ail J. S, fgrces under SACEUR and SACLANT but cr._ -

covers those{SACEUR-assigned forces (strike squadror.'/ Foreoy .
based in the UK,|*3/ Ths other U, S. nuclear forces undc: ' =se@d ae
SACZUR and SACLANT would only be covered by the e Lk whk A

more general understanding to consult if time permits. ang Al gued
' . on corsantsd
Fon Aus, s mnas

s |
roslwete  ¥o {=#(This should not bo taken to exclude U. S. nuclcar forc:s T"”"‘"
he deletrd baced in the UK which might b2 2ssizned to a NATO com:mander tomm gadsn

in the future. In such ecvent such forces would be brougit
within the terms of the Murphy-Decan Report by approprizte
amendment of that Roport. - .
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