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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February l, 1968 
Thursday, 2:30 p. m. 

FOR THE PRESIDE~• 

FROM Joe Califan {J\J 

Rostow, McPherson, Roche and I met this morning on the question 
of a Presidential statement to the people and to the Congress on the 
current situation in South Vietnam and the PUEBLO incident. 

After considering a wide variety of alternatives, we concluded that 
- - as nearly as we could now make an assessment - - the best thing 
for you to do would be to give a talk on television and radio on 
Tuesday night and send {but not personally deliver) a message to 
Congress on Wednesday. We say Tuesday night, because we are 
accepting Secretary Rusk's judgment that there are enough activities 
going on to make it prudent to wait until that time before you speak. 

We rejected the idea of a personally delivered message to Congress 
because proposed actions now are not sufficient to justify that. 
Presidents go personally to the Congress to deliver State of the 
Union messages, declare war, impose some kind of general mobili­
zation or cool the country off at a time of great racial strife. The 
items now contemplated are: authority to extend enlistments and 
call individual reservists, $100 million for Korean aid; and perhaps 
some funds for a Cabinet Committee on Price Stability and the 
mandatory control program in the Commerce Department, both of 
which were previously announced. 

Furthermore, we thought we had to keep in mind the worst pas sibility 
down the road: that we lose Khesanh or have a debacle there and 
{although even more unlikely) that the North Koreans take some severe 
steps vis -a-vis South Korea. As unlikely as these things may be, 
they are possible and we feel that if they happen within a few days or 
a few weeks after you make your statement, you would have to go to 
the Congress for a much more sweeping authority. That would be 
the time to appear there personally. 

OE'Tt:AMINEDTO BE AN ADUINISTRATIYI 
MARKING. CANCELLED PER E.0. 12356, 
SEC. 1.3 AND ARCHIVIST"$ IIEIIC) OF 
MAR. 11. 1983. 
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We also believe that the tone of your statement on television and 
your message to the Congress should be prudence: that you are 
the prudent leader asking for the authority you need at this time 
and that you should make it clear, either explicitly or implicitly, 
that events change rapidly and as events change, needs change 
and you may be back again. 

We believe this approach, particularly if the tax bill is only 
mentioned in passing (if at all) helps you avoid three dangers: 

1. Accusation that you are using the current incident to 
get the tax bill passed. 

2. Accusation that you are by implication using some 
relatively meager legislative requests to get a blessing to do what 
you want vis-a-vis North Korea. 

3. A feeling in the country that you are undecided and don't 
know what you really want (a feeling that could arise if one of the 
worst contingencies mentioned above came to pass). 

Parenthetically, because we felt that merely having the JCS and 
General Westmoreland on the line about Khesanh may not be enough 
for you if the roof fell in over there. we thought you might want to 
give some consideration not merely to agreeing with the military, 
but also adding some force {if any force were available and could be 
promptly moved) above what they requested as a little extra insurance. 
Roche feels, for example, the average American would not be 
impressed by a JCS letter; he would ask "who appointed those 
incompetents? " 

Unless you disagree with our general approach, Harry will begin 
the statement for radio and television, Larry Levinson will start 
on the message and Roche and Rostow will go over both the drafts. 



@ INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Tuesday, January 30, 1968 
5:50 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Amb. Lodge provides a 
comforting note from history and 
encouragement to moderation on the 
Pueblo. 

~~stow 
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E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(b) 
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Dt.CLA.SSmED 
TO: The President E.O. 1 56,Sec.3.4 

NlJ . - ?t:> 
FROM: H. C. Lodge JJ,e,~ y &:z&,NARA,Date 3 - 13 -~s-

In connection with the "Pueblo" the following may 

be of interest: 

On May 13, 1861, the United States naval vessel 

"San Jacinto" fired a shot across the bow of the British 

Royal Mail packet "Trent," one day out of Havana and 

steaming through the Bahama channel. When the "Trent" 

did not slow down, the American sloop sent a shell that 

burst right in front of the bow. 

The "Trent" then hoved to and Captain Wilkes, U.S. 

Navy, sent a party to board her and remove the two 

Confederate Commissioners to Great Britain and France, 

respectively, Mason and Slidell, who were then imprisoned 

on an island in Boston harbor. 

The event created an uproar on both sides of the 

Atlantic. In the northern states Captain Wilkes was a 

hero and anyone who even suggested releasing Mason and 

Slidell were fiercely denounced. 

In England, public opinion was in an uproar because 

the United States had humiliated the British flag on the 
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high seas and had violated international law The air 

was filled with reports of England and the United States 

going to war. 

President Lincoln was caught between the understand­

able pressure of the British due to our illegal act on the 

one hand and of the patriotic fervor of the Americans on 

the other. Finally, after an enormous amount of excite­

ment and travail Lincoln told Seward, the Secretary of 

State: "One war at a time." "It was very humiliating", 

Lincoln said later, "but we had one big war on our hand 

and we didn't want two at the same time." 

The humor of Lincoln's statement plus its brevity, 

simplicity and wisdom meant that Mason and Slidell were 

released, reaching their destination some eighty days later 

than they had intended 0 Carl Sandburg says that Lincoln 

"refused to yield an inch to the public clamor and the press 

outcry for war" and "held with tenacious humility to his 

policy declared in five words: "One war at a time". 

While the circumstances concerning the "Pul:!l>lo" are 

different in many ways, it is similar in one respect: we 

don't want another war. 



INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SECRET 
Wednesday, January 31, 1968 -- 1:00 p. m. 

I z,)

17 
Mr. President: 

You might wish to read what I had just 
finished dictating before you put me to work on 
the Friday message. 

I shall drop the Kosygin draft letter; although 
you might wish to send a letter to him simultaneously 
with your message to Congress. 

\)Y~Rostow 

-SECR:El' 



MEMORANDUM 

Jt o 12356, ~ •3.4 
THE WHITE HOUSE 'io-W-·i"o.f/SG '/•l4•7o

o<;O ~~.;,,;..,__..- i ·1•9'/ 
WASHINGTON 

fr'i~wl({G • NARA, Date = 
Wednesday, January 31, 1968 
11 :45 a. m. 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

1. I gave some quiet thought last night to our position in the face of 
the crises in Viet Nam and Korea; and, also, to the enemy's view of our 
position. 

2. In general, it appears to be his judgment that we are sufficiently weak 
and uncertain at home, sufficiently stretched in our military dispositions abroad, 
and sufficiently anxious to get the war in Viet Nam off our necks, so that we 
are likely to accept not defeat, but what I might call unbalanced or "double 
standard II behavior. For example: 

-- a degree of humiliation in order to get the men of the PUEBLO and 
the ship back; 

-- a defensive stance in the face of increasing incursions across the 
38th parallel and the attack on President Park; 

-- gross and open violations of the DMZ at the 17th parallel without 
our moving ground forces into North Viet Nam; 

-- increasingly overt violation of Laos and Cambodia, despite inter­
national obligations to the contrary; 

-- a formula for negotiations which promises, in effect, nothing but 
talk for a major military act -- the end of the bombing of North Viet Nam. 

3. In one way or another in the days ahead, we have to rally our country 
so that the enemy comes to believe that we will insist on a single standard 
in the application of rules of international law and the terms of international 
agreements. 

4. Before proposing a course of action, I believe we must wait a few 
days to see what we get out of the Rumanian (who arrives in Bucharest 
tomorrow, February 1st) and out of the North Koreans at Panmunjom. 
Right now, therefore, I am not proposing a course of action. 

5. But let us assume that the Rumanian gives us an unsatisfactory 
answer, while urging us to keep the channel open; and that the North Koreans 
demand some kind of phony apology based on the Captain's 11confession 11 in 
order to get our men and ship back. In the circumstances, I believe, we 
should consider three courses of action which would represent not a radical 
change in our present policy, but a stiffening of that policy. The three actions 

would be: 
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-- a letter to Kosygin (I attach at Tab A a rough draft to give you 
the flavor of what I have in mind); 

-- a somewhat toughened set of military moves in both Viet Nam and 
Korea, the exact character of which we would have to work out with 
the JCS and Defense; 

- .. going to the Congress and the country on the theme of 11a single 
standard" asking for support for a limited group of additional 
measures, but in so doing signaling to the world this stiffening of 
the national spine. 

6. If you decided to move down this path in the days ahead you would, 
I am sure, wish to get as much of the Congressional Leadership aboard 
from the beginning as possible -- and possibly even groups like the Douglas 
Committee, labor and business leaders, etc. 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE DE~~mn 
WASHINGTON E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 

'f' O:P 5ECftE'f' NlJ 'a 
Meeting with the President By ' , NARA.Date .t,..//~f S-

Tuesday, January 30, 1968, 8:30 a. m. 
Presentation to Congressional Leadership: the PUEBLO case 

Agenda 

1. The facts. (General Wheeler) 
Essentially, what we know about the location of the PUEBLO before, during, 

and after seizure, from all sources. Also: its orders; navigational gear; probabil­
ities of error between January 10 and its seizure. 

2. Questions raised and answers (Sect. McNamara and General Wheeler) 
Why was the PUEBLO on this mission? 

(To get necessary intelligence concerning the activities of armed forces 
which have been increasingly aggressive over the past year.) 

Why was the PUEBLO not escorted? 
(It was on the high seas. If we apply the principle of escorting vessels 
in international waters, the scale of our naval and air forces would have 
to be greatly expanded; intelligence missions would become much more 
provocative; the chances of incidents would increase; and the minimum 
principles of internaticnal law and order would be undermined.) 

Why did Capt. Bucher delay in asking for assistance? 
(He thought he was being harassed, not seized. The PUEBLO sister ship, 
the SS BANNER, was harassed seven times over the last year. In the 
past four years, there were more than a hundred such harassing incidents.) 

Why did the naval base at Yokohama not respond to the first message from 
the PUEBLO? 
(It believed that the message transmitted at 10 :52 p. m. (EST) and received 
at Yokohama, seemed a harassing message, as did the PUEBLO 1 s second 
message.) 

Why did the 5th Air Force not respond in the period between its notification 
that the PUEBLO was in danger and the arrival of the PUEBLO in Wonsan 
port? 
( The commander of the 5th Air Force made the judgment that air operations 
would be ineffective or imprudent. He could not re-rig the strike aircraft 
in Korea in time {nor could the USS ENTERPRISE get its aircraft over 
Wonsan bay in time). Beyond that, the poor weather, poor late afternoon 
visibility, and the presence of substantial numbers of hostile aircraft 
made it, in the air commander's judgment, unlikely that his aircraft 
could do anything useful for the PUEBLO and its crew: in fact, the 
outcome might have been an ineffective operation against the PT boats 
in which U. S. aircraft and crews would have been lost, the PUEBLO and 
its crew additionally endangered.) 

-TT"t".O'1P:t-SSi!E~C;.Jfl~-.E[.;!T+!-
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Why were only four U.S. aircraft in Korea? 
(We have greater flexibility for the whole Pacific area if we do not tie 
down our aircraft in Korea itself, but keep them in Japan and Okinawa 
for swift deployment. As the movements of aircraft after the PUEBLO 
attack indicate, they can be moved into Korea in a matter of hours.) 

Why were the aircraft in Korea and elsewhere not on the alert for this 
kind of event? 
(It was a unique event. No one had attempted to capture one of these 
ships before. It was not judged a contingency worthy of the allocation 
of significant resources.) 

3. Diplomatic action since seizure {Secretary Rusk) 

--

approaches to the Russians; 
demarche in all the capitals; 
UN Security Council meeting; 
Panmunjom machinery; 
future possibilities of offer of impartial arbitration. 

4. Actions that might be undertaken (Secretary McNamara) 

Our objective is to get back the crew and the ship; keep the South Koreans 
confident and willing to put an extra division into South Vietnam; and avoid the 
opening up of a second front. 

We have examined a number of possible courses of military action, if 
diplomacy fails, to achieve the return of the men and the ship (tab A). We have 
not decided on any such courses of action yet. 

But we may have to take ~ertain actions that will permit us to maintain a 
situation of confidence in South Korea, and in particular keep them to their tentative 
commitment to place an extra division in South Vietnam. 

In particular, we might be considering with the Congress: 

the grant to the President of the right to extend enlistments; 

-- the maintenance of some -- but by no means all -- the reinforcements 
we have put into the area; and 

-- a substantial increase in military aid to South Korea so that it can face 
the possibility of increased infiltration from North Korea with confidence, 
while going forward with its plans to reinforce in South Vietnam. 





·,. SA1 T Zf, 
E.O. 129Ci, ,'cc. ~-6 u-i
NL 93-'1-71 '.....---

By~,_,N*OP 5l!:CRE'I ..... 
_,

January 29, 1968 

Report on Meeting of Advisory Group, January 29, 1968 

Messrs. George Ball, McGeorge Bundy, Henry Cabot Lodge, Cyrus Vance, 
and General Maxwell Taylor. 

Having been fully briefed by the Secretaries of State and Defense yest.:::rday, 
Sunday, January 28 (except for Mr. McGeorge Bundy), the group met at noon to 
consider the operational alternatives immediately ahead of us and, perhaps, 
further down the road. The meeting opened by bringing them up tc date with 
the late st word of the Panmunjom contact and Gromyko's reaction to Sec. Ruskt s 
message. 

It was universally agreed that we _should make no further diplomatic or 
• military moves, beyond those already undertaken, until we could form a judg­

ment as to whether the Panmunjom contact might be fruitful. 

The first substantive issue addressed was whether and at what stage the 
President might offer arbitration via t1.:j World Court, or some other 11 suitable 
international tribunal 11 after the men~ the ship were returned. After 
examining the problems posed by the World Court formula (implicit recognition 
of North Korea as a state) and the precedent represented by the RB-47 in 1960, 
it was agreed that some such offer might well be made if the Panmunjom 
exercise doesn 1t work or is bottlenecked. 

The group then examined the following 11 possible courses of action. 

1. Advising Soviets of actual or possible military moves. In the light 
of Tommy Thompson's cable, it was agreed we should not proceed now with. 
an informal contact, although we might consider in the future the use of the 
hot line with the proviso about the press, laid down by Thompson. In general, 
it was judged, however, that ~ommunications with the_ USSR were in pretty 

:-. good shape. 

2. Conduct airborne reconnaissance. It was agreed that for the next 
several days no recce of North Korea should be conducted_; if it were judged 
that recce was desirable at a later time, BLACK SHIELD, rather than DRONE, 
photography was recommended. 

3. Sail USS Banner into area where Pueblo was seized. For the time 
\ being it was felt unwise to pu: the Banner on station. When the incident has 
··-been settled, it was agreed the U.S. would wish to assert its rights to inte:-­

_national waters off Wonsan Bay. Depending on the situation.at that time, we 
might wish to assert our rights ii that area via an armed vessel -- per.baps 

a destroyer -- rather than via a communications monitoring ship like the 

USS BANNER . 

. ----:\{-·,;.?·:,···....... --- ··..... · .. ···-·.--_-. ·_.~-- .,.. ··-·-· -- .·- __ ----····--------···------·--·-·-----··----
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4. Action to recover crypto material jettisoned from the Pueblo. It was 
. agreed that the recovery of the crypto material jettisoned from the Pueblo ,.vas 
an almost impossible task which would put no significant pressure on the North. 
Koreans. Therefore, it should not be undertaken. 

5. Mine Wonsan Harbor, I 

1.: 

l 

' I'•,6. Seize North Korean vessels. I 

I 

7. Selected air strikes on North Korea, It-,was agreed that such strikes 
would be an act of retaliation; large forces required for success might give foe 
appearance of large- scale hostilities initiated by the U, S. ; .;i; would be u..-ipopular 
internationally; and would diminish the prospects for early release of the Pueblo 
and its crew. 

8. 

I 
Raid across the DM·z ..: J 

j 
l 

9. 

I 
Naval blockade of Wonsan, f 

10, Free World Economic Fressures on North Korea. The Free World:s 
trade with North Korea is limited. And the impact of increased controls of 
trade and shipping with the Free World would, therefore, be small. With 

__'.I'QP SEC~ 
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. 1·espect to a tota1 Prnbargo on trade with North Korea, I---------~------
3.yO,) 

(t)l'-)
I I 

•-----~~---------------------,.ll. U.S. bombing practice in South Korea. J 

I 

.· .• . 

,:. At lunch today with the President, the group examined with the President 
certain lines of action that might be taken up with Congress at a future ti...,ne. 
In particular: 

Provision to the President of the right to extend the period of_ enlistme:1t; 

The maintenance in the area of forces sufficient to give the South Koreans 
a sense of security and provision of sufficient additional military aid so that they 
go forward with their _plan to provide an extra division to the struggle in Sout:-i. 
Vietnam. 

It was the universal judgment of the group that we should keep our 
eye on the major objectives in this crisis: 

Get the men of the Pueblo and, if possible, the ship itself 
returned; 

confidence~ th S th K d • 1· h •K eep th e ~ o.. e ou oreans an , e specia 1y, t .. e1r 
willingness to provide an increment of force in South Vietr.a::n 

Avoid a second front in Asia. 

/
/'1

I 
r /
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THRC,U2HOUT Tl-!E 0 .AST TWE~JTY-F'OUR HOURS, THE: ENC:r~y HAS CONTINUED 
:-1I2 c·J 1J~.lT'iY- 1jIDE ATT~CKS AG~IMST AI~FIELDS AND KEY POPULATION CENTE~S. 
SI' 1SE EARLY THIS '!CR~TJ~)G, ATTACKS HAVE 3EEN HEAVY IN THE SAIGON/BIEN 
:--:~,~ ARE:~ AND THROUGHOUT IV CTZ. I CTZ AND II CTZ HAV~ CONTI~JtJE!) 
T'.J ~Z~EIVE: WIJ~ S?READ ATTACY.S WITH ONLY THE DMZ/KHE SANH AREA 
~EING C2'.PARATIVELY QUIET. THE SI3NIF'ICANT EVENTS 3Y AREA ARE AS 

I II CTZ 
c;e,-.1:/E~JCitJG ABOUT 3103'.3'2l THE ~NEY!Y LA!JNCHED HEAVY ATTACKS 

AT 3IE~l HO.~, LO\lG BINH, TA'.'J S00l ~)HUT, AND THROUGHOUT SAI30N. 
AT BIEN HOA THE ATTACK INCLUDED THE AIRFIELD AND THE III 

CTZ ~G'. □ A-~AGE KNOWN AT THIS TI:·!£: 0:-JE A-37 DESTROYc:D, ONE F'-100 
D£5TROYED, 'fl\JE AIRCRAFT DA!lAG:ED, tN!TH VARYING DAMAGE TO BUILDINGS 
AND F'AC!LITIES. THE ATTACK HAS 3EEN REPULSED AND THE US/ARVN 
~CRC~S APZ -PRESE~!TLY I~-l CO~TROL. 

AT L:'JG BINH, THE II F'F•JR~E:'J HQ, THE AM71UNITION DUMP AND 
THE POW CAMP CA1'1E UNDER MORT.~R A~D GROUND ATTACK. HEAVY FIGHTING 
TJO~ 0 LACC: AROUND THE POW CM,1P BUT IT HAS BEEN HELD SECURE. I~ 
THZ AM~C DU,.,.P, AN UNDERTERMINED QUA~ITY OF 105 HEAT ROUNDS AND 
8 l\JC:--l RSUNDS, AS WELL AS P:10PZLLA~.1TS ~ERE DESTROYED. THE ENE!'tiY 
CXl~lT ACT HAS BEEN 2 RO KE ~J. 

PRESERVATIONCOPY 



I\J SAISC\l, THE ~AIN ATTACK WAS ON THE U. S. EMBASSY. THIS 
HAS ~EEN REPORTED TO YOU SEPARATELY. IT rs NOW SECURE WITH THE STAF'F' 
0°::RA'!'P!G. SELECTED g ILLETS ~E?.E HIT INCLUDING BOQ-3. THIS AREA 
IS-ST!LL CONTESTED. JGS CO~POUNDWASPENETRATED AND SPORADIC FIGHT-
I'X:: c::HTI'J JEJ '_'NTE. ~Joo~J. THRCU'.=HCUT THE CITY, SMALL ENE~Y UNITS1 

ME HClL:; 1''8 'JL'T. F'O IJR ARVN A IR-3 OR "JE A"-JO THREE VNM C BA TT AL IONS ARE 
I'l ri,E CITY, Cl WILL :?E EY DAR:<, TO CO~TI~UE THE COUNTER ATTACKS. 

AT TON so~ ~~UT, A SERIES OF ATTACKS HAVE BEEN LAUNCHED BY 
THE E'lE¥Y F'R'.:·"'.fTHE WEST, SOl!TH WEST, AND NORTHEAST. THE PERI~ETER 
!S SESL'RE ~.f PRESENT, 3UT THE E\JE~Y POSES A SERIOUS THREAT. iH~EE 
t,IRS?AF7 HAVE =:£Pl DA~AGEO. T\!JO U.S. BATTALIONS HAVE MOVED IN FRO"' 
THE 1·~T D!VISIO\J, AN~ ADDITIONALUNITS ARE ON THE ALERT. 

I CTZ 
TH~ HU~ CITADEL ANDPHU SAI AIRFIELD CAME UNDER MORTAR, ROCKET 

AND 3R0~ND ATTACY AT 3104JJ. NO ~AJOR DA~AGE TO AIRFIELD OR FACILI-
TIES. E"JE~Y HAS APDROXP?ATELY THC?EE CO~PAI~ES IN THE HUE CITADEL 
AND V~RI~JES HAVE SE~T A ~ATTALI0'4 INTO TH:: AREA TO CLEAR THElr! our. 
THIS ACTIJN CONTI~UES. 

SOUTH OF DA NANG, THE ENEMY LAUNCHED ATTACKS IN THE 7TH MAR !~ES/ 
52 ;;R'J\, REGP!E:--JT AREA AND NEA:=1 HOI AN. THESE ATTACKS HAVE BEEN 
REPULSED WITH ENE~Y LOSSES OF 89 KIA, 86 POWS AND 80 WEAPONS. 

THE ~ARBLE ~OU~TAIN AIR FACILITY WAS ALSO ATTACKED THIS ~ORNING 
3Y 122-~'Y ROCKETS. SEVE\ITEEN HELICOPTERS WERE DA~AGED. 

CHU LAI AIRFIELD ~AS SHELLED BY ROCKETS AND MORTARS. THREE 
?-4 • S WERE DESTROYED AND FIVE WERE DAMAGED. 

~lJA~ NHAI CITY CAt.1E UNDER GROUND AND ROCKET ATTACK. CURRENTLY, 
THE E~E~Y HOLDS THE HOSPITAL!~ THE CITY. SO FAR t00 ENE~Y HAVE BEEN 
KILLED ~ITH NO FRIE~DLY CASUALTIES REPORTED. 

II CTZ 
THE ~OST SERIOUS SITUATICN AP?:::ARS TO BE AT KONTlJ'1, WHERE THE 

Arc~~IELD, HQ 24TH STZ, A\m SECTOR HQ ALL CAME UNDER HEAVY ATTACK 
?OR THE SECOND DAY. U.S. 4TH HlF DIV AND ARVN F'ORCES HAVE REINFORCED 
THE .l\REA, 5UT FIGHTING CONTI~UES IN THE TOWN. SI~CE YESTERDAY, A~ 
ESTI'1AT~lJ 30~ E:N~~~y HAVE 9EE~l KILLED. 

3AN ~E THUOT w~s HIT AGAI~ TODAY WITH THE MACV CO~POUNDAND 
23J AR'!\) DIVISION W~ 8ED,'G MAI'-! TARGETS. E:,TE~~y UNITS ARE STILL IN 
THE CITY. THE COAST.~L AREA, A!..THOUGH THE SCE~JE OF SEVERAL ATTACKS 
SEEMS TJ 3E U"lDER CO"JTROL. Z'-1£:1:Y F'Cl::?CES HAVE BEEN PUSHED OUT OF' 
' 

1 '-!A T~A~3, PH'.A\1 THIET AND PHAN RHA~.lG. QUI !'JHON IS QUIET, ALTHOIJ3H 
THE E:-!2'.1Y HOLDS THE: RADIO STATIO~:. HZ HAS THRE:E HOSTA3ES AND THE 
3TATI0N IS SURRCUNDED BY ROK FORCES. 

AT ~L[IXU CITY, ELE~E~TS OF THE 22D ARVN RANGERS ARE IN CONTACT 
JUST '::UTSI1JE THE CITY. U.S. F'J~C'::S ARE ALSO OPERATIN3 I~ THE AREA. 

~10T.S: DSL IVER 1) !JR!'!3 DUTY HOURS 
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ZEM 
TOPS EC RE T EYES O~LY FINAL SECTION OF TWO 
8. IN IV CORPS, THE ENEMY HAS MORTARED AND ATTACKED SEV~RAL 
PROVINCIAL TO~NS. REACTIO~ FORCES ARE MOVING INTO THE AREA. 
INITIAL REPORTS INDICATE ENEMY KIA TO BE 5 TO 1, BUT THE 
SITUATION IS VERY FLUID/ PRESIDENT THIEU STAY~D IN MY THO LAST 
NIGHT DURING A MORTAR i~TTACK. HE WAS NOT INJURED AND JUST RETURN­
ED TO SAIGON FROM WHERE HE CALLED WESTY. WESTY REPORTED THAT 
PRESIDENT THIEU WAS MOST CONCER~ED SINCE HE HAD HEARD A RU~OR 
THAT ~E MIGHT NOT RESU~E THE BOMBING. WESTY REASSURED HIM 
THAT THERE WAS ABSOLUTELY NO TRUTH TO THE RUMOR. WESTY WAS 
INFOR'.11ED INTHAT WE HAD NO EVIDENCE OF A STANDDO'.w:-J 



BO~BING A~D THAT A CINCPAC MESSAGE HAD BEEN TRANSMITTED TO 
THE JCS RECOMMENDINGTHAT THE FIVZ MILE PROHIBITED AREA AROUND 
HANOI A~D HAIPHONG BE REMOVEDIN LIGHT OF THE VIOLENT ATTACKS 
TAKING PLACE AGAINST SOUTH VIETNAM. WESTY EXPRESSED FULL AGRtE­
MENT WITH THE CONTENT OF THE MESSAGE AND ASKED THAT HIS CONCUR­
ENCE BE RELAYED. 
9. IN II CORPS THE WEATHER HAS BEEN GOOD AND THE SITUATION IS IN 
HAND.~ NUMBEROF VC WERE KILLED AT BAN ME THEOUT. THE ARVN 
IS ENGAGEDHERE AND THEIR MO~ALE rs HIGH. INFORMATIO~IS NOT 
ro~PLET£ F~OM II CORPS. 
10. THERE HAS BEEN RECENT ACTIVITY AT HUE. THE VC ENTERED 
THE CITADEL, HEADQUA~TERS OF THE 1ST ARV'.~ DIVISION. THERE 
WAS A~ EXCHA~GE OF FIRE A~D AT LEAST ONE HELO LOST. CHU LAI 
HAS BEEN ROCKETED WITH l'.22rM CALIBER ~ORTARS. AND UNK:'JOWN 
MAJOR DAMAGE TO 2 F4B AIRCRAFT AND MINOR DA~AGE TO OTHERS. 
PHU BAI AIRBASE HAS COME UNDER ROCKET AND MORTAR ATTACK. 
ONE HAMLET 10 KILOMETERSNORTH OF DANANG IS FLYINGA VC FLAG. 
BODIES ARE SEEN IN THE MARKET PLACE, PROBABLY THOSE OF THE 
HAMLETOFFICIALS. LAST NIGHT III MAF INTERCEPTED A LARGE NUM­
BER OF ROCKET CARRIERS. THEY WERE ATTACKED BY BOTH AIR AND 

ARTILLERYivITH '.11ANYSECOi~DARYEXPLOSIONS. III MAF ESTIMATES 
80 ENEMYKIA DURING THIS ~~GAGEMENT.WESTY ATTRIBUTES THIS 
INTERCEPTIONAS REASON FOR DANANG ESCAPING ROCKET ATTACK LAST 
NI·3i-IT. ANOTHER 852 STRIKE HAS BEEN CONDUCTED AGAINST THE SUS­
PECTED ENEMY HEADQUARTERS CORPS. HE SUSPECTS THAT THIS IN I 
MAJOR SITE CONTROLSALL ENE~Y UNITS I~ QUANGTRI AND THUA THIN 
PROVINCES.TWENTYMORE SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS WERE NOTED. A 
BIG CAVE HAS BEEN UNCOVERED, A~D ATTACK aY NAVY WALLEYE IS 
EXPECTED. 
11. ~ESTY CONCLUDED THAT ENEMY TACTIC HAS 3EE~ TO MI~GLE WITH 
THE PEOPLE AND TO USE I~~JOCENT CIVILIANS AS A SHIELD. THEIR 
ATTACKSHAVE BEEN RUTHLESS AND TERRORISM WI)ESPREAD.T~E SITUATION 
IS UNFOLDINGMINUTE BY ~INUTE. CASUALTYTABULATIONSFOR PAST 
24 HOURS ~OT COMPLETE NOR VERIFIED BUT BEST INFO IS 1Q40 ENEMY 
KIA, 112 FRIENDLY KIA. A FURTHER PERSONAL REPORT WILL BE MADE 
AS THE SITUATION PE~~ITS. 

SSO NOTE: D~LIVER DURI~G DUTY HOURS. 

~Cf2v~l' 
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Z 301247Z ZYH 
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e E 6-R E 1 E'f::S ONLY301204Z JAN 63 25X1C 
F~ AMB 3UNKER SAIGON 361 
TO THE WHITEHOUSE, EYES ONLY*ALT ROSTOW 

AS I WAS PREPARI~G TO SENu YOU A MILITARY wRAP-UP OF THE SITUATION 
vJESTY.TOLDME THATHE HAD JUST TALKEDTO THE WHITE HOUSE 
MILITARYSTAFF A!~D GAVE THEM FACTUALRUN-DOWNONTHE MILITARY SITUATION. 
HE 8ELIEV£ THE ENEMY IS ACTING DESPARATELY A1~DAPPARENTLYHAD ORDERS 
TO GO ALL OUT, TAKING AJVAi~TAGE OF' THE TEI HOLIDAYSTO ACHIEVE SURP;iISE. 
ACTION IS CLEARLY 3Y NVNwITH~AJOR ATTACKS IN ISPEARHEADED AND II 
CORPS, AND ALSO SO~E ACTIVITY IN III AND IV CORPS. WESTY3ELIEVES 
THESE ACTIONS wERE TI~Eu TO COINCIDE WITH AN OFFENSIVE AGAINSTKHE 
SANH, WHICH HE rElLS KA5 8~EN HELD OFF AS RESULT OF HEAVYAIR STRIKES 
IN THE AREA, MADE POSSI3LZ 3Y GOOD WEATHER. 

AS INDICATED IN JOINTLY AGREED TODAY <SAIGON GVN ANNOUNCE~ENT 
17281),, ~NE~Y ACTION ~AS OBVIOUSLY AND CAREFULLYPREMEDITATED PLANNED 
'IIELL IN ADVANCE. IT IS CLEARLYNOT REP::AT NOT A RESPONSE TO OUR 
ACTION IN LIMITING TRUCE TO II, III AND IV CORPS, SINCE .#ITH THE THlING 
OF THE GVN BROADCAST L~ST EVENING (8 P.M.) IT COULD NOT BE. AREAS 
IN WHICH MAIN ENEMY ~CTIVITY IS TAKING ?LACE, I AND ESPECIALLY II CORPS, 
ARE T riO SE OVER wHI CH HANO I HASTHE 110ST DIRE CT MILITARY COiHROL 
A~~ O~DERS ON ENEMY ACTION ARE CLEARLY COMINGF~OM NORTH 
VIE:TNAM~SE. 

ONE MILITARY MOTIVE, RELATED TO THAT ME~TIONED 3Y ~ESTY, 
~IGHT BE TO DIVE~T OUR ATTENTION FROM NVA KHE SANH BUILD-UP 

CK~£ SANH ITS~~F 15 ~UIET), AND PERHAPS FORCE US TO DIV~RT SOME 
OF OU~ rOURCES FROM THEIR MISSION IN NORTHERNI CORPS AREA, 
WHICH WE STILL THI~K IS THE MAJOR FIELD OF ENEMY MILITARY INTEREST 
AT PRESENT TIME. 

SANIDZED 
Authoritv ~L.°JfBf-O[trl-d>­

Cf2___. "-/RA, Datel:/f~l/B-



- ANOTHER TO usMOTIVE MAY WELL aE TO TRY TO DEMONST~ATE AND ro 
SOUTn VIETNA:-lESE THE CONTI1..UING DETERML~ATION ro wl~ ON PART OF \JC/ 
NV.!\, A DETERMINATION WILLING TO INCUR INTERNATIONAL SO GREAT THEY A~E 
OPPROBRIUMFOn VIOLATINGT~UC! SO BLATA~TLY AND LOCAL VIET~A~ESE 
HIDIG NAT ION AT CALLOUS DISnE~A?.D FOR VIETNAWS ?lOSTIMPORTANT AND 
F'Ar1ILY-CENT~REDHOLIDAYS. MOREOVER, TnE IR PROVE~CAPACITY TO 
:JIS~L!PT SO ft!A NY POPULAT IO,~ CE~-..TE~S AND EVEN TO HOLD KEY AREAS Ii'i 
THE~ FOR SEVE~ALHOURS SEEMSA CONTINUATIONOF THEIREARLIER 
EFFORTSCLOC~INH, DAKTO, ETC.) TO DEMONSTRATE 
MILITA~Y INITIATIVE AND HOPEFULLYTO ACHIEVE A LOCALMILITARY VICTORY. 

ONE CAN SPECULATE T~AT THESE MOTIVES COULD aE ~ADE TO FIT wITH 
A PRESUMPTIONTHAT THE ~ORTH VIETNAMESEARE SERIOUS ABOUT THE POSSIBIL­
ITY OF STA.RTI;~G NEGOTIATIONSIN THE i-.JEARFUTURE,IF THIS PROVESTO 3E 
FEASIBLE. THEY WOULD CERTAINLY WISHTO PLACE THE~SELVESIN THE 
BEST ?OSSI3LE MILITARY POSITION aEFORE SUCH A NEGOTIATIONAND TO 
LEAVEUS AND OURVIETN~MESE ALLIES IN AS 
F~USTRATED AND DISCOURAGEDA MOODAS POSSIBLE. THIS WOULD BE A 
LOGICAL PART OF THE "GENERAL OFFENSIVE" LEADING TO NEGOTIATIONS THEY 
HAVE BEEN TALKINGABOUT IN ~£CENT MONTHSIN CAPTURED DOCUMENTS 
GIVING POLITICAL GUIDELINES TO THEIR CADRE. 

I SUGGEST STATEMENTS ACTIONS AND RESULT­THAT WASHINGTON ON ENEMY 
ANT CANCELLATION OF TRUCE HEiJ .FAIRLY CLOSELY TO LINE wE HAVE TAi<E:J 
PU3LICLYCSAIGO~~ 17251 Al'4U 17197). Ei1Pi-iASIS COiJLJoE PLACED t);~ 

OBVIOUSLY LOi•4GPLAi-.NED NATU::tE OF E:iEr'1Y AGGRE.5S I VE ACTIO:-iS L~ sourrt 
VIETNAM, FACT TH.4TMASSIVE EiJEi"1YBUILD-JP IS NOT INFILTRATI01~ 3UY 
O?EN INVASION, POINT L~G OUT INCIDENTALLYTH.~T THEACTIONS CLE:Ai1L Y 
COULD NOT HAVE 3EEN ONLY A RESPON5E TO OUR O~N RESTRICTIONS 
ON TRUCE, ~HICH ~£RE NECESSITAT~D BY ENE~Y ACTIONS. WOULDALSO 
STRESS CALLOUS~ATUREOi E~EMY•s TERRORIST ATTACKS 
ON POPUL~TION CENTERS AT T:rtADITIONAL VIET;~ANE3i FESTIVE PERIOD. 
FINALLY, R.:'.:COM~END .rtEITE~ATION OF OJR DETEni·lL~ATION,rlND THAT 
OF OUR VIETNAMES~ ALLIES, J~lCn ~~s NOT aEEN A~D •ILL NOT BE 
SHAKENBY THESE LATEST EXAMPLES 9EfYfMY·sTACTICS. 
s ! o n e r c rna e11t¥ I · . . . I 
G?- 1 •• 
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MR RUSK STATE DEPT WASH DC , 
~ _,. - MMR HELMS CIA I f - ' 

0 310707Z ZYH ZFF4 • 
FM AD~ SHARP, CI~CPAC, HAWAII 
TO GE~ WHEELER, CJCS, WASHDC 
INFO ZEN/NMCC 
ZEM 
~ 0 P 6 i CR E ~ EYES ONLY SECTION ONE OF T~O 
1. ! HAVE JUST TALKED WITH ·.iESTY BY TELEPHONE. HE PROVIDED 
MEAi'J ASSESSME~TOF THE SITUATION AS OF NOW BY SECURE );·--=--- ,';
TELEPHONEAND FILLED IN THE COMPLETE DETAILS WHICH FOLLOW. 
2. THE SITUATION IS STILL CONFUSEDBUT IT IS APPARENTTHAT 

.,J..-,' .!--..;.:....jTHE ENEMY HAS TAKEN ADVANTAGE STATE OF RELAX­OF THE GENERAL 
ATION EXISTING DURI:'JG T~T. HI3 FORCES I~FILT~ATE8 INTO SAIGON 
I:'J CIVILIAN CLOTHES. T:>iEY ARE MOVL~G THE CITY THROUGHOUT 
AGAINST GOVERNME~T BUILDINGS AND IN A GENERAL CA~PAIGNTO 
TERRORIZE AND KILL CIVILIANS. THEIR CAMPAIGN HAS BEEN WELL 
~ANNED AND OBVIOUSLY FORMEDOVER A LONG PERIOD OF TIME. 
3. THE EXPECTED ATTACKAGAINST KHE SAN OR ACROSS THE DMZ 
HAS NOT MATERIALAIZED, BUT IT COULD COME MOMENTARILY AND 
WE MUST BE READY FOR IT. IT IS POSSI9LE THAT THE MASSIVE 
AIR ATTACKS CONDUCTEDIN l CTZ AND ALONG THE DMZ MAY HAVE 
THR01,rn HV1 OFF HIS TIME TABLE aur THE TH.~EATOF HIS ATTACK 
STILL REMAI~S. 
4. IN THE CAPITAL DISTRICT ONE OF THE MOST DRAMATIC ATTACKS 
TOOK PLACE AGAL'JST THE U.S. EMBASSY. THE E'.'lE~Y BLEW A HOLE 
IN THE ~ALL A~D ATTEMPT~D TO ENTE~ ACROSS THE COMPOUND. A 
DETACH~ENTOF THE 101sr A!R90R~E LANDED ON THE ROOF AND 
JOINED MARINE GLJ.!~RDS AND MPS P~ REPELLING THE ATTACK. WESTY 

PRESERVATIONCOPYDICIAaSIPIID 
AudlodtyJc.s 10-10-7~ 

9y so vv ..NAllA.n. !/!fir~ 



K~D JUST RETURNED FROM THE EMBASSY WHEREHE VIEWED 19 VC 
BODIESON THE GROUND OUTSIDE THE E~BASSY BUILDING. WESTYSTATES 
THAT NO VC ACTUALLY ENTEREDTHE BUILDING. THIS CHANGE$~A~Y CON-

- FLICTI>-.JGREPORTS WHICH WE HAD RECEIVED EARLIER HJ THE DAY 
IND ICAT Ii~G THAT ENEMY TROOPSWERE ACTUALLYINSIDE THE EMBASSY. 
ONE ~ARINE WASKIA, AND4-5 AR~Y MPS WERE KILLED AT THE 
~M2ASSY. THE BUILDING ~AS PARTIALLY DEFACEDBUT THERE IS ~O 
STRUCTURALDA~AGE. THERE IS MINOR DAMAGE IN THE LOBBY DOWN­
STAIRS 3UT NOTHING THAT CANNOT BE REPAIRED. 
5. THE ENE~Y HAS BEEN U~SUCCESSFUL IN GETTING INTO TAN SON 
NHUT AND A FRIENDLY BATALLIONIS NOWSWEEPINGTHE FIELD. TWO 
TROOPS OF CAVALRY HAVE ARRIVE AT TSN AND ONE COMHANY IS 
ENGAGINGTHE ENEMY IN THE RACE TRACK AREA. THERE IS A BIG 
FIGHT NOW IN PROCESS THERE. ROCKETS FROM U.S. GUN SHIPS COULD 
aE HEARDOVERHEAD WESTMORELAND THISWHILE GENERAL MADE 
REPORT. HE ADVISED THAT THE IMPACT ~AS APPROXIMATELY 1000 
YARDSAWAY. 
6. AN ORDNANCE DEPOT IN GIA DINH PROVINCE HAS BEEN PENETRATED 
BY THE VC A:-ID THEY ARE NOW BEING ENGAGED BY ARVN RANGERS. A VC 
CAPTAIN HAS BEEN CAPTURED AND CLAIMS THAT 30 VC BATTALIONS ARE 
IN THE ENVIRONS OF SAIGON. ANOTHER POW STATES THAT 21 BATTALIONS 
HAVE INFILTRATED THE CITY. BOTH REPORTS ARE UNCONFIRMED BUT IT 
IS OBVIOUS THAT INFILTRATION IS WIDESPREAD,THAT THE ENEMY CAN 
BE EXPECTED IN ANY KIND OF UNIFORM, AND THAT HE IS WELLEQUIPPED 
AND ARMED WITH AUT0~1ATIC WEAPONS.ATTACKSHAVE TAKEN PLACE 
AGAINSTTHE PALACE, SEVERAL OF OUR BOQS AND GENERALLY THROUGHOUT 
THE CITY. 
7. BIEN HOA IS CLOSED TO JETS BUT THE VNAF IS TAKING OFF ON AN 
OPEN RUN!iAY. THERE IS ROCKET FIRE NOWTAKING PLACE THERE, WITH 
A BATTALION SWEEPINGTHE AREA. THE ENEMY HAS ATTACKED THE POW 
CAMPAT HIEN HOA BUT HAS NOT PENETRATED. II FIELD FORCE HEAD­
QUARTERSHAS BEEN INFILTRATED AND MORTARED WITH ONE FRIENDLY 
KIA. 199TH BRIGADE HAS BEEN IN AN INTENSE FIRE FIGHT ~ITH THE 
ENEMYIN A VILLAGE NORTHEAST OF BIEN HOA. FIRST REPORTS INDICATE 
THAT UPWARDS OF 500 ENEMYKIA MIGHT BE ANTICIPATED, BUT WESTY 
DOES NOT ATTACH TOO MUCH RELIABILITY TO THIS FIRST REPORT. OUR 
CASUALTIESHAVE BEEN LIGHT IN THE 199TH. 

SSO NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS. 
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9 Ee R £.; MAC 01449 EYES ONLY FINAL SECTION OF T~O 
REF: NMCCMSG310127Z 

IV CTZ 
THE SITUATIO~ IN IV CTZ IS NOT CLEAR, BUT A SERIES OF ATTACKS 

HAVE BEEN MADE BY FIRE AND GROUND ELEMENTSAGAINSTMY THO, CAI LAY, 
CHAU PHU <TOWN OVERRUN>,TRUC GIANG, QUANGLONG, VINH LONG CITY, 
VUNGLIEM, SA DEC, CAN THO, SOC TRANG, RACH GIA AND VINH LOI. 
THE ~OST SERIOUS SITUATION APPEARS TO BE AT VINH LONG ANDIN CHAU 
DUC PROVINCE. ALL ENEMY ACTIONS HAVE BEEN MET BY ARVNREACTION 
FORCES. I AM PASSING OPCON OF THE MRF TO SA IV CTZ TO ASSIST IN 
(l)UNTER-ATTACKS. 

AN EARLY SUMMA K '( 

Y INDICATES THAT TWENTY-FOURAIRFIELDS HAVE 
BEEN HIT THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. 



IT IS ESTIMATEDTHAT ENEMY HAS LOST OVER 3,000 KIA SINCE 
291800H, WITH FRIENDLY KIA REPORTED AT LESS THAN 300, INCLUDINGAN 
ESTIMATED100 U.S. KIA. 

ENEMYSITUATION 
E~EMY ATTACKS DURING THE TET HOLIDAYS REVEAL AN EMPHASIS 

ON DRAMATIC RESULTS IN HEAVILYPOPULATEDAREAS AND DAMAGE TO FRIENDLY 
AIR INSTALLATION. MILITARILY, THESE ARE DIVERSIONARY EFFORTSWHILE 
THE ENEMY PREPARESFOR HIS MAJORATTACKIN NORTHERNI CTZ. HIS 
TARGETINGOF AIRFIELDS ARE DESIGNED TO HINDER FRIENPLY AIR SUPPORT. 
THE ENEMY ALSO HOPES FOR CONSIDERABLE IMPACT aoTH INPSYCHOLOGICAL 
SOUTH VIETNAM AND WORLDWIDE.AT A MINIMUM,HE PROBABLY EXPECTS 
THESE ACTIONS TO PREVENT A REPETITION OF LAST YEAR'S HEAVY LOSSES TO 
THE CHIEU HOI PROGRAM AROUNDTET. 

ENEMYATTACKSON 30 JANUARYWERECONFINEDPRIMARILYTO 
MRV AND NOT PARTICIPATED IN BY ENEMY UNITS IN THE COSVN AREA OR IN 
~RTHERN I CORPS. THE 31 JANUARYATTACKSWEREPRIMARILYCONCENTRATED 
IN THE COSVN AREA, WITH A FEW OF THE PREVIOUS DAY'S ATTACKS CONTIN­
UING IN MRV. THUS FAR, THE ENEMY UNITS CONDUCTING HAVETHE ATTACKS 

LONG BEEN IDENTIFIED IN THE AREA OF CONTACT AND IN MOST CASES THEIR 
PLANS AND PREPARATIONS FOR RECENT ACTIONS WERE KNOWN. THE POSSIBLE 
EXCEPTIONIS THE PROBABLE PRESENCEOF THE 167, 169, & 506 BNS AND 
REPORTEDPRESENCEOF 272D VC REGIME~T IN THE ATTACKS ON TAN SON NHUT. 
1-0WEVER,THIS REPORT REMAINS UNCONFIRMED. 

IN VIEW OF ENEMY CAPABILITIES AND HIS ACTIVITIES OVER THE PAST 
TWO DAYS, WE BELIEVE THAT HE CAN CONTINUE SIMILAR ATTACKS FOR AT 
LEAST ANOTHER DAY OR TWO. THESE ADDITIONAL ATTACKSSHOULDBE EXPECTED 
AS A PRELUDE TO MAJOR OFFENSIVE EFFORT IN NORTHERNI CTZ. 

THEENEMYAROUNDKHE SANH, IN THE DMZ, AND AT TRI THIEN 
~ILITARY REGION COULD ATTACKAT ANY TIME. HOWEVER,THERE ARE NO SIGNS 
AT PRESENT THAT THE ENEMY WILL MOUNT AN ATTACK IN THESE AREAS WITH-
IN THE NEXT 24 HOURS. ENEMY PLA~S HAVE ALMOST CERTAINLYBEEN DISRUPTED 
TO SOME EXTENT BY FRIENDLY BOMBARDMENTAIR AND ARTILLERY IN THE AREA. 

THE ENEMY ATTEMPTSHAVE THUS FAR PRODUCED NO SIGNIFICANT MILI­
TARY RESULTS AND HAVE COST THE ENEMY HEAVILY. INCOMPLETE REPORTS 
INDICATE THAT THE ENEMY HAS LOST AT LEAST 3000 KILLED IN ACTION. DUE 
TO THE NATURE OF THESE ACTIONS A LARGE NUMBER OF ENEMY HAVE ALSO 
BEEN CAPTURED, BUT1,E HAVE NO RELIABLE FIGURES NOW. 

SSC NOTE: DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS 
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Q. Why was the PUEBLO on this mission? 

A. To get necessary intelligence concerning the activities of armed forces 
which have been increasingly aggressive over the past year. 

Q. Why was the PUEBLO not escorted? 

A. It was on the high seas. If we apply the principle of escorting vessels in 
international waters, the scale of our naval and air forces would have to be 
greatly expanded; intelligence missions would become much more provocative; 
the chances of incidents would increase; and the minimum principles of 
international law and order would be undermined. 

Q. Why did Capt. Bucher delay in asking for. assistance? 

A. He thought he was being harassed, _not seized. The PUEBLO sister ship, 
the SS BANNER, was harassed seven times over the last year. In the past 
four years, there were more than a .. hundred such harassing incidents. 

Q. Why did the naval base at Yokohama not respond to the first message from 
the PUEBLO? 

A. It believed that message reflected harassment, not seizure. 

Q. Why did the 5th Air Force not respond in the period between its notification 
that the PUEBLO was in danger and the arrival of the PUEBLO in Wonsan port? 

A. The commander of the 5th Air Force made the judgment that air operations 
would be ineffective or imprudent. Poor weather, poor late afternoon visibility, 
and the presence of substantial numbers of hostile aircraft made it, in the 
air commander 1 s judgment, unlikely that his aircraft could do anything useful· 
for the PUEBLO and its crew: in fact, the outcome might have been an 
ineffective operation against the PT boats in which U.S. aircraft and crews 
would have been lost, the PUEBLO and its crew additionally endangered. 

Q. Why were only four U .. S. aircraft in Korea? 

A. We have greater flexibility for the whole Pacific area if we do not tie down our 
aircraft in Korea itself, but keep them in Japan and Okinawa for swift deploy­
ment. As the movements of aircraft after the PUEBLO attack indicate, they 
can be moved into Korea in a matter of hours.-
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THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
.,/ 

'l 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 2.0301 

30 January 1968 
1904 EST 

THE. JOINT SJ"1'"l"' 

'MTIMORANDUMFOR THE RECORD 

Subject: Enemy Attacks in South Vi~tnam 

1. This memorandum is a continuation of the NMCC 301658 Jan 
EST MFR. 

z. FONECONMACV 301630 EST. Heavy small-arms fire con­
tinues on the west end of Tan Son Nhut. Viet Cong have _pene­
trated the northwest gate and are probing the main gate area. 
There has been sporadic fire in the vicinity of Gen Momyer's 
quarters. 

3. TELECONJi.1ACV301637 EST. Two gun.ships are in the US 
Embassy area but are not firing for fear of hitting friendly
personnel. 

4. TELECON MACV 301640 EST. A numbe1· of provinc.e towns, 
district towns, and airfields in the 4th Corps area have 
been hit. Attempts Rl'e a.lso bci.ng made to delive1·y ammuni­
tion to tl1e US Embassy 'by helicopter. USMC personnel are in 
the building; VC a.re in the compound. Military Police re­
action force cannot get in the gate to assist. Medical evac• 

.uation helicopters are receiving ground fire. 

S. TELECONMACV 301643 EST. Bien Hoa is under attack 
by an estimated VC battalion. All Viet Con, killed to this 
time are in ARVNMilitary Police and/or National Police uni­
forms. Viet Cong are being driven out. 

6. TBLHCONMACV 301649 TIST. The USJ\P 6924th Security
Squadron at Da Nang is undeT attack. 

7. TELECONM/\CV30Hi58 EST. A US rifle platoon from J,ong 
Binh is on the way to the US Embassy. The troops will be~££~ 
loaded on the roof of the buildi~g. 

8. TELECONMACV301700 EST. Movement of US trooes into 
Saig.011 is not contemplated. unti 1 daylight (Sa~gon t11ne) 

9. TELECON MACV 301710 EST. Sporadic mortar fit·e conti.11uos 
on Tan. Son Nhut. There is heavy con.tact- at th~ west end of 

SECRBT D~!f•fP.,.y 
Authority Cl'-::r gZ - 1 "s 
ByJ°O N • N~ Ow ~/JV,.2.. 



S. D. CRA . , .... 
Rea1· Ad.mi ral, US 

the base. Small Viet Cong el~~ments are ro8ming inside the 
peri.meter. Security elements have been reinfo1·ced by ARVN 
(number unknown). 

10. Information received from MACVcorrects paragraph 10 
of the memorandllln publi.shad at 1658 EST; a SVNMCbattalion 

. at \Tung Tan, rather than a USMC ba.t ta.1 ion £1·0111 Con Thi en, 
is being considered for movement to Saigon. 

11. Information received through State Department channels 
indicates two MP jeeps have been captured by the enemy in 
Saigon. The US Ambassador's location is secure. The Saigon 
government has not exercised emerge.ncy ,powers. 

12. FONECONMACV301723 EST. Elements of a US rifle 
platoon have landad on the US Embassy roof. The situation 
in the embassy area is slackening. 

13. PONECONMACV 301730 EST. Tan Son Nhut command post 
hRs been evacuated, except for emergency pc1·sonncl; all others 
have moved to bunkers. 

14. FONECONMACV 3017 5 2 EST. The nmwa.y a.t Ta.n Son Nhut 
~s still being shelled. 

15. FONECONMACV 301812 EST. Small-arms fire is still 
continuing outside the US Embassy; rounds have been. fit·ed 
into the building. 

16. FONECONMACV301814 EST, A helicopter wi.th ammuni­
tion has landed on the embassy roof and has evacuated an 
injured man. 

17. FONECONMACV301818 EST. There has been R large
explosion inside the US Embassy, possibly a, recoilless 

. rifle round. Everything is secure in the embassy building.
Firing continues on the streets of Saigon and those leading 
to Tan Son Nhut: the situation is not· subsiding. Several 
Air America aircraft at Tan Son Nhut have been damaged.· 

Distribution; 
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SE e ft! l'"""NOFORN CRITIC -NO 3-68 
COUNTRY: SOUTH VIETNAM 
DO It 30 JANUARY 1968 • ~ -
SOuRCE: CIA SAIGON _/ '7:o·~csr 
ACQ: VIETNAM, SAIG6W---

AS OF 2305,...THE SITUATION IS AS FOLLOWS: 
EMBASSY STILL RECEIVING SPIALL ARMS FIRE BUT ROCKET AND 

MORTAR FIRE HAS ABATED. 
NO ONE HAS BEEN ABLE TO CO~E INTO THE EMBASSY SO AT 

PRESENT TIME THERE ARE 4 CIA PERSONNEL AND 2 STATE IN 
BUILDING. 31MARINE GUARDS HAVE BEEN w6UNDED. THEY WERE 
EVACUATED BY HEL.ICOPI'ER AFTER SEVERAL PREVIOUS ATTEMPTS TO 
LAND ON .EMBASSY ROOD HAD BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL BECAUSE OF GROUND 
FIRE., •F 11& 22:: nu,: 1 errzxn uc! crn11:o su oots--=112 smuL-

earn 2 &•II:S ,trLL &iii .IICN &i.N,. . . , 
THIS SEEMS TO BE A WELLCOORDINATEDATTACK. 

TRE RADIO STATION HAS BEEN ATTACKED AS WELL AS TAN SON 
NHUT AIRBASE. 

AT PRESENT TIME AMERICAN INFANTRY ARE ON THE WAY TO 
EMBASSY BY HELICOPTER TO SECURE THE AREA. 
C DTG 3100142 FIT 0310015 

- SECREJ -NOFOBH 
DECLAsmlED 

E.O. 12356, Sec.3.4 
• NNNN NJJ - '-

By_,.iiil!l,ll._y~ Date "-IS-1.S-
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per Ben Read, S /S 

(;:~o/J'.~.E'<;T Y~ ~V-~. 
Viet Cong still in and around compound. -Jlbas s; building 

Rifle platoon still unable to land on the roof. 

3 or 4 people left in compound. 

A number of police and people around compound. 

No idea how many in the compound area. 

~~~)
~ i~Embassy but they might be inside at any time. 

They are hitting foreign compounds all over Saigon. 

(per Alan Went in Saigon) 

still under 

,o~ 



!)rail Press Gu5,dance for White Ho~e and Stale l!c\pt. Spokesm,m 

SUBJEC':C: Pueblo 

I do i1othave anything new fol· you on the Pueblo problem. We have 
I 

· no DGW in.fo1·ma.lion. on the welfare of the credl • Our .efforts to 

obtain the immediate i·eleaso <>fthe crew and the.ship are con.­

tinuing. 

Q.. .Can you describe tese effort~? 

A. Other than what you know about, it would~'t serve our 

purposes to talk about what we are doing.· 

Q. r:owe have any reason to be encouraged that these efforts 

·wiil succ<:md? 

A. The effor.ts are still going on! I don't what to try lo char~~terlze 

their outcome one way or another. Obviously we hope that they 

will succeed. 

Q. Would the US favo1· inviting the Nol·th Ko~eans to participate 

in the Security Council proceedings? Do wo demand that they first 

release.the crew and ship, or at lea.st the crew? 
I • 

A. • The North Koraru.'lS have mad~ no req4-est to appear before 

. the Security CoW1ci1.. li such a 1·equest 1s n-ia.de, we will respond 

to it in the course of ?iscussions amon<J the Security Council members. • 

q. How _about reports lh'!4t the US 1S willing t.ohoia discussions with • 

North Korea.in. some third country and without consultation with 

1 . the Republic of Korea? 

,. A, USUN issued a etatement on that poi.nt yesterday· (attached). 

-----· ····--------------------___,; 
. ': 

.;..--·.. 

https://Korea.in
https://effor.ts
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Q .. Are we requesting another MAC 1neeting? 
. . 

A. I donI t want to discuss the detai!s of what we may or may nol 

·be doing. 
. . 

Q.. Has South Korea exprci~sed dissatisfaction to us regarding 

the way Ute _matter is being_:handled?. 

A. We have been in constant and clo~e consultation. with the 

Government o:f the Rep\lblic of Korea.. We 'of course'fully'share 

its view lhal the No~·t.h Koreans, in additi.on to· returning the Pueblo 

and its crew, must cease its provocative actions against South Korea. 

Q. What cormection. do ·y?u see between the Viet Cong attacks in 
.. 

• Saigon and other Vietnam cities and North Korean actions in the 

•current crisis? 

A.· 'l"he Coni.mun.ists in Vietna1n and in North Korea havG similar 

objectives and use 1no.nyof the sa.me violent tactics. I would not 

want to speculate on the 1·elationship betweel'l the 1·ecent develop1nents 

in these two areas. 

Q. Whal are lhe similar objectives? 
.. 

A. FYI and for use on background as appropriate. The Communists 

in No1•th Korea anq in Nol'th. Vietn:;un have both made clear they wish 

to have US forces leave.and to take over in the south by force . 

• 

f • • • •• .. •• ~· • • . . 
............____ 

' 
·­

•· 

A 

' 

https://additi.on
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January 29, 1968 

STATE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES REPORT 

1. Gold Coverage Legislation - Senator Russell Long is leading 
an effort in the Senate to link bills providing for quota re­
strictions on textile and oil imports to legislation eliminating 
the requirement for gold coverage against Federal Reserve notes. 

Last year Senator Hartke introduced a bill providing for 
the elimination of gold cover and obtained unanimous consent for 
the assignment of this bill to the Finance Committee. The 
Administration bill introduced by Senator Sparkman has been 
assigned to the Banking and Currency Committee, which begins 
hearings tomorrow. It can be assumed that Senator Long will 
attempt to have this bill also referred to his committee, or to 
amend it from the floor to include restrictive textile and oil 
import provisions. 

Senator Smathers believes that in the light of the large 
number of cosponsors of the Hollings textile bill (68 at the 
close of last session), the Administration should anticipate that 
these maneuvers might be successful. In his opinion, the best 
chance of blocking the quota bills would be if the Senate loaded 
on so many amendments that the House conferees would have to stand 
firm against any amendments to the gold cover provisions or share 
the blame for a "ridiculous" piece of legislation. 

We do not share Senator Smathers' optimism on the position 
of the House conferees in such a contingency. 

2. Release of U.S. Airmen - Governor Harriman's staff has 
been in touch today with David Dellinger, the editor of the 
magazine "Liberation", to find out his plans in connection with 
the North Vietnamese invitation to him reported in the press to 
send a representative immediately to Hanoi for the release of 
three U.S. pilots. Dellinger said he plans to send a representative 
tomorrow with a view to catching the ICC plane Friday in Phnom 
Penh. He and the representative hope to be 
to seek passport validation and are prepared 
Governor arrangements in connection with the 
prisoners. He asked that no publici~y_ b~__ 

in-Washington 
to discuss 
release of 

givE:_n_E~ such 

tomorrow 
with the 
the 
discussions. 

I 
I 
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3. Security Council - Following postponement of the Security 
Council meeting scheduled for this afternoon, discussions are 
continuing on the question whether to invite the North Koreans 
and the South Koreans also -- to participate in the Council's 
discussions. While the Soviets seemed cool yesterday to such 
an invitation, they are now saying that the North Koreans could 
come on two days notice if invited. However, we are far from 
certain that this indicates any change in the North Korean refusal 
to accept UN competence. No date or time has been set for re­
sumption of the Security Council proceedings. 

~ L~
- ¾Q -

H. Readl e Secretary 

·.',. 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 29, 1968 
Monday, 7:15 p. m. 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Barefoot Sanderst 

• 
LEADERSHIP MEETING AGENDA 
Tuesday, January 30, 8:30 a. m. 

1. U. s. S. Pueblo. 

I am sure the Leader ship would like to be briefed to the 
extent possible on the present situation about the Pueblo. 

2. Message Scheduling. 

This week the Veterans Message will go Tuesday and the 
Economic Report on Thursday. Joe Califano will have the most 
recent tentative schedule in the event you wish to discuss dates 
beyond this week. 

3. This week's schedule: 

House floor: San Rafael Wilderness Conference Report 
Truth in Lending 
Fire Research and Safety 

Senate floor: Civil Rights Debate 
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There will be a fight on the San Rafael Wilderness Conference 
Report. This is a left over item from last session which we would 
really like to get out of the way now. 

Truth in Lending will be on the floor with three hours of 
debate. We would like to have general debate finished Tuesday so 
that the amendments can be offered Wednesday. 

The three chief issues are: 

(1) the $10. 00 exemption 
(2) revolving credit, and 
(3) garnishment. 

The principal argument will be over revolving credit. The House 
Leadership has pitched in behind Chairman Patman and Mrs. 
Sullivan and it appears there will be very substantial Democratic 
support to include revolving credit. The President 1s Consumer 
Advisory Council has sent a letter to all members of Congress 
endorsing the inclusion of revolving credit. 

Whether or not revolving credit is included we do not believe 
there will be any serious problem on final pas sage of the bill. 

Fire Re search and Safety is another consumer item remaining 
from last session which, like Truth in Lending, has already passed 
the Senate. The $10 million authorization in it will be halved to 
$5 million by floor amendment; the Senate bill authorized $5 million. 
There should not be any difficulty in passing this bill which is a part 
of the Administration program. 

On the Civil Rights debate you may wish to discuss with the 
Senate Leader ship the current situation on the possibility of compro­
mise and what the outlook is for closing debate and obtaining an 
early vote. 

4. Authorizations and Appropriations. 

We have provided a list of major authorization measures. 
The various departments are this week contacting committee chairmen 
urging early hearings on the necessary authorization measures. 
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Chairman Mahon is willing to adopt an Appropriations 
Committee schedule for reporting out bills provided that he can 
agree with the Leadership on a schedule for the authorization 
measures which must precede the appropriations bills. 

It would be very helpful if the House Leadership would meet 
with Mahon on this, and if the Senate Leadership could work out a 
similar program on the Senate side with respect to authorization 
measures. 

5. Highway Beautification. 

This Senate passed bill is pending in Rules Committee. We 
would like to get early favorable action by Rules so that the House 
Leadership can decide the appropriate time to schedule the bill for 
floor action. This is a must item. 

6. Housing Legislation. 

You will be sending to the Hill in the near future an Omnibus 
Housing bill. Pending on the Senate calendar is a Housing bill 
(S. 2700} reported last session. We would like to withhold Senate 
action on this bill pending the arrival of the new Omnibus Housing 
bill on the Hill. 

You may want to discuss with the Senate Leadership whether 
S. 2700 should be permanently put aside or brought up for Senate 
debate. (Probably, it would be better to lay it aside, and wait for 
the Committee to report the Omnibus bill. In this way there would 
be only one floor fight on Housing legislation this session - and that 
is plenty.) 

7. Tax bill. 

Now might be a good time to emphasize your keen interest in 
early passage of the Administration 1s Tax bill. What can be done 
with Mills and his Ways and Means Committee to get early and 
favorable action on this measure? 
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8. Safe Streets and Crime Control. 

This House passed bill is pending in Senate Judiciary. We 
need the bill without state bloc grants. What should be done with 
Senator McClellan and to Senate Judiciary Committee to bring a 
strong bill to the Senate floor at an early date? 

You may wish to point out that you intend to lay great stress 
in the Crime Message on the necessity for early action on this bill. 

9. Recess Dates. 

At last week 1s Leadership meeting Senator Mansfield said 
that the Senate had already announced the dates on which it will 
be in recess for holiday periods. Those days are: 

Lincoln 1 s Birthday: Conclusion of business February 8 to noon 
February 14. 

Washington's Birthday: No business after reading of farewell address 
on February 22. 

Easter: Conclusion of business April ll to noon April 17. 
Memorial Day: Conclusion of business May 29 until noon, June 3. 
July 4: Conclusion of business July 3 until July 6. 

The Speaker has as yet made no similar announcement for 
recess dates in the House. It would be particularly helpful to us 
in scheduling messages, and it would also be helpful on the attendance 
problem, if the House Leader ship could adopt and announce a similar 
schedule. Even if the House recess dates do not coincide with those 
of the Senate, there are great advantages in knowing these dates as 
soon as possible. 



----

i 
) 

~ 
1/19/68 

Major authorization and extension 
bills on which appropriations 

bills are dependent 

1. Military construction authorization (Defense) 
2. Defense procurement and RDT&E (Defense) 
3. Foreign aid authorization (AID and Defense) 
4. Peace Corps authorization 
5. NASA authorization 
6. AEC authorization 
7. Maritime Administration authorization (Commerce) 
8. Coast Guard authorization (Transportation) 
9. Saline water program authorization (Interior) 

10. Export-Import Bank -- extend life and increase authori.za­
tion 

11. Arms Control and Disarmament Agency authorization 
12. National Foundation on Arts and Humanities 

authorization 
13. P.L. 480 prografil extension (Agriculture) 
14. Federal-aid highway biennial authorization (Trans-

portation) 
15. Federal payment to D. C. :formula {D. C. Government) 
16. Regional medical program (IIEi·l) 
17. Defense Production Act extension (OEP) , 
18. Renegotic::i.tion Act extension (Renegotiation Board) 

https://authori.za


Tuesday, Jamai.ry 30, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

The following is the situation as given us by Gen. Westmoreland's aides. 

Danang. 

There were quite a few indidents between 2: 00 and 4: 00 pm EST yesterday 
afternoon. Marble Moutain air base received 30 mortar rounds and 
numerous aircraft were damaged. 

At 2:30 pm the Danang Air Base also received 20 mortar rounds with 
5 aircraft destroyed and 18 damaged. 

US casualties were one killed and 10 wounded with an additional 37 
nonbattle casualties. 

Between 2:3~ and 4:40 pm, the ARVN headquarters in Danang came under 
mortar and ground attack by an enemy force of a company or larger. A 
total of 40-50 mortar rounds were fired. The attack was repulsed with 
reports of 2 AR VN killed against 64 enemy killed and 7 captured. 

Artillery missions and gunships have attacked enemy positions south 
of Danang. The exact toll on the enemy is not known. 

Second Corps 

Nha Trang - - at approximately 10: 00 pm on Jama ry 29 a patrol outside 
the city came under attack by small arms fire. By ll:40 pm mortar fire 
had landed at various areas inside the city, including the Korean regimental 
headquarters, the subsector headquarters, the POW compound, the 
commanding general's compound and quarters. 

A detainee stated that the city was infiltrated by a battalion of enemy forces. 

An estimated two Sapper companies are still in the city. 

At 4: 00 am this morning the Koreans reported that the city was secure 
with contact on the outskirts. 

Friendly casualties are reported as 28 killed (including 12 US, 7 ARVN, 
and 7 Koreans.) There were 33 wounded (10 US, 23 AR VN) 

The enemy lost 30 killed and 9 captured. 

https://Jamai.ry
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Ban Me Thuot - - the attack here began at 12: 55 pm, initally with 
mortar and rockets. The enemy then infiltrated into the city. 

At 8: 20 pm the Viet Cong were reported to still be in the populated areas. 

At 9:15 pm mortar, rocket and small arms fire was continuing. The 
25t ..AR VN regiment was sweeping the area. 

A detainee stated that the 33rd North Vietnamese regiment planned to 
infiltrate and take the town. 

The last report, as of 4: 30 am this morning indicated that friendly loses 
were 7 killed, 15 wounded. Five aircraft (helicopters) had been damaged 
and one destroyed. 

Enemy losses were reported as 91 killed and 28 captured. 

Pleiku -- at 12: 30 pm the town came under mortar attack, followed up 
by a ground assault by an estimated two enemy companies. 

At 4:30 am this morning the city was still occupied by enemy forces 
and the US commanders in the city were r~porting it would be tomorrow 
before they could clear them all out. 

Kontum - - at 12: 35 pm approximately 500 to 1, 000 enemy moved on the 
city from the north. A reaction force from the US 4th Infantry countered 
from the south. 
Sporadic fire is reported in the city and at the Special Forces camp outside. 

It is estimated that three companies of Viet Cong and one battalion of North 
Vietnamese are in the area. 

There are no reports of friendly casualties at this time. Enemy losses 
are reported as 139 killed and 3 captured. 

Qui!Nhon -- at approximately ll:30 am the radio station came under 
attack by a Viet Cong platoon. Contact continues around the radio station 
and a sub area maintenance complex. The enemy is surrounded in these 
areas. Fighting also continues in the eastern part of the city. 

It is estimated that an enemy Sapper company is in the area. 

Casualties reported thus far are: 3 civilians killed and 5 US forces 
wounded. Enemy casualties are reported as 6 killed and 6 captured. 

Gen. Westmoreland added that it would be tomorrow (tonight our time) ~ V 
before he had the full story and he would be sending you a report. H:h' ~ 
sent you his best. Arthur Mc Cafferty (,vi\.I'· 



Tuesday, January 30, 1968 
1c_-40 A.lY\ 

MEMORANil.JM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

We have just finished talldng to Gen Westmoreland and his duty personnel 
in Saigon. 

Gen. Westmoreland said to tell you the situation is well in hand. He 
states that we have killed more enemy today than at any other time in 
his memory. It appears the total will be 700 or well over., while our 
casualties are light. 

The enemy displayed an attitude of almost desparation. Their forces 
spearheaded an attack on the populated areas, in some cases disquised 
as civilians. They were ordered to terrorize the civilian population and 
attack government installations and radio stations. 

The AR VN performed very well, supported by US and South Korean 
troops. Many enemy were killed and many captured. 

The situation in the DMZ and Khe Sanh is Quiet. His aide was in Khe 
Sanh this morning and the morale was good. They state they can take 
care of any attacks. The weather in the area was good and there were 
many airstrikes against enemy positions in the area. 

The Generr al feels that this enemy deception and violation of the T ET 
truce was met and blunted. He has talked with all of his commanders 
in the field and they are very pleased with the reaction of all Allied 
forces and feel confident. 

The General feels that we have hurt the enemy and our airstrikes in 
the northern part of the country may have blunted any attacks they have 
planned there. 

I will send up next the situation report for the areas attacked as given 
by Gen. Westmoreland's aides. 

I passed on to Gen. Westmoreland Mr. Rostow's suggestion that he 
call in the press in Saigon and personnally brief them along the above lines 
in order that the press back here reflect his feeling of confidence this 
morning. 

https://MEMORANil.JM
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· S-E C ~ t'-1' Mf\C 011,:ss EYES Ot~LY 

i • 'fHE EVENTS OF THE P/~ST 18 HOURS HAVE BEEN REPLE'tE 'li!ITH ENEViY 

, 
,,. 

ATTII.CJ(S /\GAINST CERTAIN OF OUR l~EY rNSTALLA1'!0NS HS THE r At~D rr 
eris. TEE HEAV 11-:s·r Ntr ACl<S \~En.r.: LAUNCHED AGAINST l?!\Nl\}1G, KONTUM, 

PLEI 1-:U, NHA l'RANG, BAN ME THUOT, ..AND 1'AN CANH IN THE DAX TO AREA• 

C ••LESS EH A"Cf ACl<5 WERE !1/\DE ON .QUI N HON /\ND TUY HOA• ALTl-10llGH E!·~EMY 
.• l.'· ACTIVITY IN III AND IV eris LIGHT DURING WAS COMPARATIVELY THISc· . . 

·pERIOD, WE ARE ALEUT TO ATTEMPTS BY THE ENEMY TO ATTACK SIGNifICANT 
•C 'fi\RGETS IN THESE AREAS• REP£/\1'ED ATTEMPTS CAN Al..SC> BE EXPECT:t;D !N 

·L
C: 'fHE I /\ND II C'fZS• . lmJ:LE OUl< OF'ERt\TlONS REPORTS TO YOUR HEJ\DOUARTERS 

~VE COVER~DTHESE ATTACKS lN SOMEDETAILt I FELT IT WOULDBE HELP­
() FUL TO GlVl-: YOU A WRAP-UP ON THE SI.'CUATION AS 11' STANDS N0v1. 

I 
I 

IT IS SI~N!FICANT THAT IN I CTZ NO~E OY THESE ATTACKS WERE 
C ·• 

DIRECTEDAGAINST NORTHOUR INSTALLATIONS OF THE Al VAN PASS, 

C PERHIIPS BECAUSE OF ·rHE THICl<ENlN_G OF US t'ORC:ES IN THAT AREA• 

DANANG AND WAS ATTACKED AT 20 MINUTESWAS THE PRIME TARGET BEGINNING 
C 

PAST MJ.l)NI GHT THE FAC AT MARBLE t'iOUNTAINAND TEE. DANJ\H • lLITlES G Al 1\ . . . 
. I 

i,. 
J#'; 

Bf\$£ 1v£HE MORTARr:JJ AND ROCf<ETED vfITH A NUMBEROF AIRCR/'ST HECEl VJ.NG 

-~ ~At~AGE, TO INCLUDE FIVE JE'i' AIRCRAFT DES1'ROYED• THE ROCl<ETSl'fE 
(· 

\ 1;AS ll"lViC:DIATF:LYLOCATED AND BROUGHT Ul~DER ·FIRE tHTH UNl<NOmlRESULTS 

THE ARVN CORPS HE/\DQUART°ERSCAME 

DEa.ASmlHD 
: • AuthmityQS o'Jl-1..?.--7q· ~ 

By:JD'nl ·~ NARA.Dile l(a/p .. 
.. 

AT THIS TlHS~ SIMUL 'ttiNEOUSLY, 
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' ·, 

Ui'~l>EH'ENEMY MORTAR AND GHOtmD ATT ACI( BY /IN ESTJ.Ntl"fEl) RElNFORCED 

f:NEf1Y COMPANY• tiM ATTEMPT t~AS MADE AGAINST THE DAN/1N·GDHIDGE BY 

UHDEHvJ/;'fFn S\-Jil~lMEns l T \·J1\S·Tl!W/\f(fED \-lITH THREE ENEMY KIA AND ONE t 

I 

CAPTURED~TIMELY~ARNINGOF THE ATTACKS PLUS RAPID RtACTIO~ BY . . . • •. 
I • " • • • • • • •, .i\ 

US/ AnVN/J<Oj( FORCES HAS ,BROUGHT THE SITUATION IN THr:···nANAN.GAm:A UNDErt ... .. 
'•' 

CONTROL CASUALTiES KIA AND 7 AT THI~ TlBE. SO FAR LIST 69 ENEMY 
. . ' 

flUr2\'-lDL\' l<lA• NO'i'El~OI-rt-HY1\1-lOl~GTrm COlMTERAC'flONSLAUNCHEDIN THl:: 

'EARLY MOmHNGt1}tOURS t-ll\S 'fHAT OF; TH}~,noK MAHINF.:s, t-ll-!O, IN RESPONSE 

TO A;~ Et~EM'{ !1~u~~l)ATTACK nr TEE HOI AN /\REA, lNS_F:R'rEDIt FORCE ·oY 

HEL1COP1ERsENG~GEDTHE ENEM¼ KILLING21 WITil NO FRIENDLYCAStiA-

THE 1! C1'7. RECEI.VEl) THE BULK AND lN'CENSITY OP THE ENEMY 'ATTACKS• 

IN THE KONTUM AREA, IN EXCE~iS OF 50g ENEMY A'f'fACKED FROM THE NORTH 

IN. 'fl!E \JlClNITY OF THE Al RJ.'l E:Ll>, AND m•:HI~ ENG'AGEDBY ELEMENTS01-·THE 

! ' 
i 4TH u. s4 DIVlSIOlf AND ASSORTED VIETNAME:s}: lllHTS• 1'HE AREA IS NOt.J 

. 'l. 
' 

lliDEil CONTHOL t.'111'H AR'flLLtRY A.ND AlR STRIKES BEING EMPLOYED AGAINST i 

lliN EST J.MATED Tt•lO l:~NEMYBA'f'i'ALlONS• SEVEN U •S • t•lERI::XILLr.D !N .
•·•·i,. l'TP.lS ACTION, t-llTI-! 165 NVA Klt\• VlE'i'NAMESE CASUALTIES ARE UNKtWWN• 

I· 
IN TAN CANH OF KONTllM PROVINCE, CONTACT IS SPORADIC: Wl'tH ELEMENTS OF i 

'Grf. 3/42 ARVN REGIMEN1' OPPOSING AN UNl<Net·l't-l Slr.E ENEMY FORCE. FOUR I 
i 

FRI[NDLY HAVE BEEN KILLED AND FIVE NVA• IN PLElKlJ, CONTAC"f CONTINUES 

I
1 

IvllT_H AN ENEMY OF UN ~(NOl-Jl'l S1 ZE IN THE CI'n , t,)l'fH }'RlF~NDLY FORCES 
i 

AT'fEMP~flNG-'l'O CUT OFF' T}{E ENEMY FORCES TRYil{G TO ESCAPE• THE 1iTH 

1NF DIV CAPTURED 220 ENEMYIN THE VICINITY OF PLEIKU. OF THESE, 

2:~ HAD NORTE VIETNAl·lESEMONEY ON TBEIR PERSON• THE VAST MAJORITY 

·ARE 110NTAGNARDS TO. BE PRESSED AGEBELIEVED INTO SERVICE• AVERAGE 
• 

1: 

.. 



APPEi\RS TO BE 1s· TO 3-0. 58 CLf1IM TO BE HOl CHAtHiS• AHVN ;FORCES 

ARE .H~ THE ClT'i'• :CPLE"ll<U) • SEVEN fHltl~DLY H/\VE .BEEN ·HILl.f.D AS 
~-- • ' 

AGAINST103 E~EMY• IN NHA TRANG, SPORADIC FIGHTI~G CONTINUES IN 

THE ClTYa }'}HENDLY LOST 2.1 K1Aj E:MEMY613 KIA• l~IGHTING CONTINUES 

AGAINSTTHE ENEMY.A1TEMPTING TO ~ITH»R~w. CITY FI~ITING crn~Tl~Ufs 
.... . 
..... • ..-··· IN DAN l'iE THU0'£ \O/fH EMEMY ST H .. L • IN THE VIC INI'l'Y • • CASUA~·;lES ARE 

RFPOH'fED TO BE 7 FRIENDLY .!<IA AND 131 ENEMY 1<IA• XN ADDI'flON, 
.. 

. :56 EtJEMY HAVE BEEN KILLED lN THE TUY HOA AREA AND 11 NVA KIA !N ·THE 

NINH HOA /LHE/1,• lN QUI NHON,· TH}: ENEMY ,HOLDS THE f<AD!O STA'l'!.ON Mm THE 

~i.UNTEt~Al{CE /!HE/\ BUT H/1S I.OST 50 l<If,. THE ROKS HAtlE 'fHE RADIO STATION 

SURROllNDED HUT HAVE NOT AT'f/-\CKED, S!NCI-.: THE £NEMY IS HOLDING THHtE 

HOSTAGES• 

IN ,r.IX crz IN BINH DINH DOUl~GPRO\llNCJ::, SOtJ'fHl~ESTor'_BEN CATt UN ITS 

OF THE 2.5Tri US DIVISION MADE A SlGNIFIC:ANT CONTACT HITH AN ENBMY FORCE, 

. RESULTING IN ·.66 ENEMY KILLJW, WITH EIGHT FRIENDLY KILLED AND 1lt v!OUN-
r·· 

DED• IV CTZ HAD OHE SIGNIFICANT l:t~COU!n'ER IN THE VINH LONG AREA, 

\,tlHEf.:EGUNSHIPS AND TACTICAL SllPPOH'f AIRCRAFT EN~AGED A CLBhRED .fARGE.T 
~:} 

OF SAMPANS IN A CANAL AREA, KILLING 80 ENEMY,DESTROYING124 SAMPANS, 

t0l1'H THREE SECONDARY EXP LOS IONS• 

DURING.THECOURSE AIR ~FFORT, WHICH OF THE DAY WE HAD A MAXIMUM 

1.¼S REPORTED TO BE EX'(REMEl.Y EFF}:C1'1VE• 

THE CURRtNT OU'fLO(lK DEPICTS A SITUATION SIM~LAR TO MY FOREGOING 

K.COL!Wf• 

lN SUMMARY, THl<: EtJE:MY HAS DISPLI\YED t,JHA1'APPEARS TO BE DES­

PiRATlON TACTICS, U~ING NVA TROOPS TO TERRORIZEPOPULATEDAREAS•.HE 

A1TEr·iPTED TO ACHIEVE SURPRISE BY' ATTACl<IMG DURING THE 1RUCE PERIOD• -.:.... 

https://STA'l'!.ON


THE Rr:/1CTION OF VIE'fNAViESEj· US AND FHT::l~ \WRLD FORCES .TO THE SITU/\TXON 

rns R.EE:N GENERLLY GOOD, SINCE TEE E!'iEMY HAS EXPOSEDHIMSELF, HE HAS 

SUFFEf~ED M/\NY CASV/\ LT Jl~S" AS OF NO\•J, THEY ADD UP. 'l'O AI.NOST 70'a., 

Wm:t,1 "f!lE Dl~ST SE'fTLl~S, THEHE WlLL .PROBABI..Y BE ~10RE~ AtL ·11ySUBOR-
,•• 

' • DINAiE COMMANDEf<SREPORT THE Sl1'l}/1T!ON WELL IN HAND• 
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