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Austin, Texas 78705 

January 23, 1995 

Processing note on "South Vietnam and U.S. Policies" folder 

As received by me the folder breaks down into three parts: 

1. 	Documents fastened to the left side of the folder (#1-38b). These date from 10-68 
thru 11 /12/69, and are divided by tabs into two sections- "Gardiner" and 
"Chennault." Documents in each are in chronological order, most recent first. 

2. 	Loose documents within the folder- (includes a folder of about 5 documents inside the 
primary folder, most from Eugene Rostow) (#39-63). These date from 10/68 thru 
5/73. 

All the Post Presidential documents are in this section. 

Contains WWR's summary memo (5/14/73) and two copies of the full chronology . 

most of the news clippings are in this section 

3. 	 Documents fastened to the right side (#64-114) . These documents date from August­
December 1968, chronological order, most recent on top. 

Much of the original paper looks like White House Situation Room continuous feed (teletypel 
paper (replaced with preservation copies) . 

In addition to the three parts of the folder there was a small envelope taped to the outside 
of the original package. The contents of that envelope are now document #0. The 
documents were numbered straight through as received , no rearranging was done. 

A Presidential LibmryAdministered by the NatfonalArchivesandRecords Admit1istratfo11 



LITERALLY EYES ONLY 

J une 26, 1973 

TO: Mr. Harry Middleton, Director, LBJ Library 

Sealed in the attached envelope is a file President Johnson asked 
me to hold personally because of its sensitive nature. In case of his 
death, the material was to be consigned to the LBJ Library under 
conditions I judged to be appropriate. 

The file concerns the activities of Mrs. Chennault and others 
before and immediately after the election of 1968. At the time 
President Johnson decided to handle the matter strictly as a question of 
national security; and, in retrospect, he felt that decision was correct. 

It is, therefore, my recommendation to you that this file should 
remain sealed for fifty years from the date of this memorandum. 

After fifty years the Director of the LBJ Library (or whomever 
may inherit his responsibilities, should the administrative structure 
of the National Archives change) may, alone, open this file. If he 
believes the material it contains might be opened for research, he 
should then consult the then responsible security officials of the 
Executive Branch to arrange formal clearance. If he believes the 
material it contains should not be opened for research, I would wish 
him empowered to re-close the file for another fifty years when the 
procedure outlined above should be repeated. 

W. W. Rostow 



This is from the inner envelope of the folder "South Vietnam and U.S. Policies." 
While stored in Middleton's safe the folder was double wrapped, with a small 
envelope taped to the front containing the 6/26/73 letter from Rostow to 
Middleton. 
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July 22, 1994 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

This package, labeled "The 'X' envelope," was opened by me on 
this date, on the instructions of Harry Middleton, director of 
the Lyndon B. Johnson Library. 

Regina Greenwell 
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INFOR~~N 
THE WHITE HOUSEi _!:::;-,

WASHINGTON 

-..... 
1.3-COM:PID:E'H'i'iAL 

Wednesday, November 20, 1968 
6:30 p. m. 


Mr. President: 


At last we have a fix on 

Gardiner. 


He's a nut! 


[J)~ostow 

'*tr ' 
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CONFIDEnTIAL 
UNITED STATES DE PARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

November 20, 1968 

BY LIAISON 

Mrs. Mildred Stegall 

The White House 

Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mrs. Stegall: 

Reference is made to your name check request 
concerning John Pennington Gardiner, a former State Department 
employee . 

According to FBI files, John Pennington Gardiner 
was born on August 31, 1905, at Cohasset, Massachusetts. In 
1940 the FBI conducted a limited security-type inquiry concerning 
Gardiner based on an allegation that his Hungarian-born wife, 
Julianna Gestzy Gardiner, was a Nazi agent. No information was 
developed to substantiate that allegation, and Gardiner at that time 
was serving as a Lieutenant at the Office of Naval Intelligence, Boston, 
Massachusetts. Gardiner subsequently received an honorable dis­
charge from the Navy and from 1944 to June, 1952, was employed 
by the Department of State. His position was terminated with the 
State Department by reason of retirement due to "selection out" for 
being in the low ten percent of that Department's ratings for three 
successive years. 

According to the April 15, 1958, issue of the "Boston 
Globe," John P. Gardiner, a retired State Department Foreign Service 
employee, had appealed a ten-dollar fine imposed on him after his con­
viction on a charge of disturbing the peace when the Russian Ambassador 
to the United Nations spoke at a public meeting in Boston. He said he 
had good reason to prevent the bringing of the Soviet delegate to Boston 
and traced his family background dating back to the Revolution, showing 
where members fought continuously for freedom. 
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Mrs. Mildred Stegall 

During the late 1950's and 1960's Gardiner contacted 
the Boston Office of the FBI on a number of occasions about informa­
tion in his possession which allegedly related to subversion in the 
United States. Gardiner furnished nonspecific information on those 
occasions during which he wandered far afield in explaining his alleged 
association with a number of prominent individuals in the Government. 
He also indicated on those occasions that he had several ideas on fighting 
communism in this country although he furnished no definitive solutions. 

In July, 1962, Gardiner informed the Boston Office of 
his attempts to contact Attorney General Robert Kennedy at his Massachusetts 
residence, as well as President Kennedy at the White House concerning 
Gardiner's objections to the appointment of Foy Kohler as Ambassador 
to Russia. 

In August, 1962, Attorney General Kennedy's Office 
advised of Gardiner's repeated attempts to contact the Attorney 
General, and it was the opinion of that office that he was a "nut. " 
In connection with those inquiries, the Department of State advised 
that when Gardiner retired in 1952 he had the opportunity of either 
retiring or being fired because he was not qualified for advancement in 
the Foreign Service. The State Department further advised that in 
July, 1962, Gardiner contacted officials at that agency and requested the 
use of a private office and a secretary so that he could furnish plans 
for providing geologists and Japanese fishermen for the State of Maine 
for the purpose of helping Maine's fishing interests. He wanted to 
prepare this material for transmission to the Attorney General. At 
that time Mr. Gardiner was characterized by the State Department as 
being "not very well balanced mentally. " On the occasion of his visit 
to the State Department Gardiner did allegedly make himself at home 
in an unoccupied office and was overheard telephoning the Attorney 
General's Office. Gardiner also claimed on the above occasion that he 
had a plan for restaffing the White House and requested an undercover 
assignment in Thailand. 

In October, 1962, Gardiner contacted an FBI representative 
at Tokyo, Japan, at which time he described himself as being in the 

- 2 ­
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Mrs. Mildred Stegall 

process of writing a special report for the President of the United 
States. He talked at considerable length in a rambling manner and 
criticized United States Embassy officials in Tokyo. This criticism 
was based on their reported inaction to his request for an investiga­
tion of two individuals he met in a bar who impressed him, for no 
specific reasons, as being Soviet agents. Gardiner did not know the 
names of those individuals and knew nothing further concerning them 
except the impressions he gained during his conversation in the bar. 

United States Embassy officials at Tokyo characterized 
Gardiner as being obsessed with communism in Government, particularly 
in the State Department and they feel this obsession is partly based on 
his having been "selected out." It was the opinion of those individuals 
that he was mentally ill although he did make a good appearance and 
did talk articulately. However, it was felt he was living in a world of 
fantasy based on his alleged close association with President Kennedy 
whom he met in Japan in 1951, along with his brother, Robert, when 
both visited Japan at which time Gardiner was working at the Foreign 
Service Office. 

The Boston Office of the FBI on November 18, 1968, 
determined that Gardiner is presently self-employed and writes a 
weekly column for the Manchester, New Hampshire, "Union Leader. '' 
He writes on subjects of American history and Far Eastern affairs. 
Gardiner had contacted that office in September, 1966, to advise that 
he had subscribed to "The Worker, " east coast communist newspaper, 
in connection with his newspaper column for the "Union Leader. " 

Through confidential sources the FBI has recently 
learned of contacts by Gardiner with the First Secretary of the Vietnamese 
Embassy, Washington, D. C. Gardiner reportedly met with one such 
official on November 15, 1968, at a restaurant in Washington, D. C. 
Gardiner allegedly referred to his contacts with high-level State Depart­
ment officials and intimated the subject matter of his discussions was 

-€0NFIDEN-H-Ab­
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Mrs. Mildred Stegall 

important to both Vietnam and the United States. Information concerning 
this and other contacts by Gardiner, as well as backgrowid information 
concerning him, has been furnished to the White House Situation Room 
for the attention of Mr. Bromley Smith. 

Civil fingerprints were located in the files of the FBI 
Identification Division which may be identical with those of Mr. Gardiner. 
These fingerprints were searched through the criminal files of the 
Identification Division and no arrest record was located. 

A copy of this commwiication has not been sent to the 
Attorney General. 

Sincerely yours, 

- 4 ­
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1968 NOV I 19 03155 PM lAQOAYI HWL 

PRIORITY 

TO WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 004 

ATTENTION: MR. BROMLEY SMITH 

FROM DIRECTOR, FBI 


~~D' - NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION. 

EMBASSY OF VIETNAM - INTERNAL SECURITY - VIETNAM. 

REFERENCE IS MADE TO OUR TELETYPE DATED NOVEMBER EIGHTEEN , 
NINETEEN SIXTYEIGHT CONCERNING A CONTACT BETWEEN ONE JACK GARDINER 
AND A FATHER DIEGO. 

THE SUBSCRIBER TO TWO ONE TWO - SEVEN NINE NINE ­
TWO SIX ZERO ZERO IS TWIN CIRCLE PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
EIGHTY SIX RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEV YORK. FATHER DIEG IS PROBABLY 
IDENTICAL WIT NO J. DE JAEGH BE N R 

ORDAINED IN CHINA I N NINETEEN THIRTYS A ED WITH TWIN CIRCLE,
ONE. HE WAS IN A JAPANESE tl)NCENTRATION CAMP FOR TWO YEARS UNTIL 
NINETEEN FORTY FIVE. HE DID RELIEF WORK IN NORTH CHINA UNTIL 
NINETEEN FORTYNINE. HE WAS REGENT OF THE INSTITUl'E OF FAR EASTERN 
STUDIES, SETON HALL UNIVERSITY' UNTIL NINETEEN FIFTYTHREE. 
HE TRAVELLED IN THE UNITED STATES AND EUROPE WITH NGO DINH- DIEM 
ANDrlENT TO VIETNAM IN NINETEEN FIFTYFIVE WHERE HE REMAINED 
UNT NINETEEN SIXT YFOUR PUBLISHING PAPERS AND MAGAZINES.
G'P-1 . 

END AND ACK 
,8/WH PLS ACK 

Of.QAWllllU 
.,.orhorin N'L! oQ - l..'!>I 
Rl_t:.Jf~ "ARA Tmel..~:!~O 
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TH E WHITE HOU SE 

WASHINGTON 
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19~ 	 fN 19 05 32121 7A 11·19•68 R 
PR lO RITY 

TO: llTE House- SITUATION ROO' ATT.t R. BRO LEY SMITH l 
F?.O t DIRECTOR, FBI 

-& £ 0 A E =f - 'O FOREIG DISSE ! NATION 

E BASSY OF VIETNA 

REFERENCE I S MADE TO THE TELETYPE OF OVEMBER FIFTEEN , 
N I ~ETEEN SIXTYEIGKI', CAPTIONED AS ABOVE , RE PORTING A CONTACT 
BY A ~QCK GAJ)DJNER ITH THE FIRST SECRETARY OF THE VIET NAM El'1BASSY, 
WASHI GTON, D.C., ON THE S ME DATE. 

I CO ECT IO N ITH ffEF[RE CED TELETY PE , TH£ FOLLOWING IS OF 

t NTEREST : 


THE TWE TY-Fln'H NNIVERS RY REPORT OF THE CLASS OF" Nl~ETEE 
TWE~~y I NE , HA VARD UNIVERSITY PUBLI$HED IN NINETEEN FIFTY FOUR 
REVF:ALS THAT JOKN PENNifJGTO GARD INER, BORN A00 UST THIRTYONE, 
Nl ET E~ ZERO FIVE, T COHASS~T, MASSACHUSETTS, I S THE SO N OF JOHN 
P NI GTO N A D El l NOo GREENE C HITNEY > GARDIN~R. GARDI ER MARRIED 
JULIANNA GESZTY, A HUNG AR I N ~ATIONAL I N BUDAPESI', HUNG RY, ON 
APRIL TWENT'fE IGKT, NINETE EN THIRTYEIGHT . THEY HAD THREE CHILDREN ; 
NICHOLAS , BORN NI £TEEN THIRTYNINE ; CLAIRE, BORN NI NETEEN FORTYONE; 

A D JOHN BORN IN N I ~ETEE FORTYFOUR. 

E D PAGE 0 ~E 


PAGE TWO ~T-NO FORE IGN DISSEM INATION> 
AS OF lNETEEN FIFTYTHREE, JOHN PENNINGTON GARDI ER RESIDE D 

AT TVO 0 E C BERLAND AV£NU , BROOKLINE, ASSACHUSETTS. REVIEW 
OF THE I NETEEN SIXTY.EIGHT LIST Of RES IDENTS FOR THE TOWN OF 
BROOKLINE , SSACHUSETT S, TWENTYON£ YEARS OF AGE 
A~D OVER, REVEALS THE FOLLOWI G RESIDE AT ONE SEVEN CLARK ROAD ,
BROOKL I E, ASSACHUSETT~s JOH PEN INGTON GARDINER , AGED 
SIXTY'J'HRE:E , DESCRIBED AS AN EX£CLrrlVE; JOHN P. S. GARDINER, 
AGED TVENTYTHREE, OESCR IBEO A... A STUDENT; ANO J Ll. !ANNA GARD INER, 

GEO 	 SlXT YT HREE , DESCRIBED A5 A HOUSEWIFE. 

ON OVEMBER IGHT~EN , NINE TEEN SIXTY£IGHT, IT WAS 


DETR I ED THAT JOHN PE IIGTON GA RD IIER IS A ~ETIRED U.S. 
DEPART ENT o r STATE E PLOY££ PRE ENTLY SELF-EMPLOYED AS ~ NEWSPAPER 
COL UM IST FOR THE AN CKJ:'STER, NEW H MPSHIRE, •uNION LE DE , • 

EWSPAPER . G ROI NER RE PORT EDLY WRITES A WEEKLY COL1'1N FO R THE 
PREVIOUSLY- E rfIONED NEWS PAPE R ON flJATTERS CONCE RNING AMER ICAN 
HISTORY A D FAR EASTERN ArFAI RS. 

THE OLDEST SON OF JOHN PE NINGTON GARDINER , AGED TW ENTYNINE, 
WHO UT ILIZES THE N £ OF EDWARD NICHOLAS GARDINER , HAS BE~N 
DESCR IBED AS A FORMER U. S. MARINE WHO HAS SERVED IN VlET NAM , IS 
PRESENTLY I A RESERVE STATUS Y ITH TH E U. S . f'IARINE CORPS, ND IS 
CURRENTLY E PLOYED BY THE V. R. GRACE COMPANY lN LIMA, PERU. 
GARDINER• DAUGHTER , CLAIRr. JIJLIETT£ , AGED TWENT YSEVEN, IS EMPLOYED 
AS A SECRET RY AT THE WO~LD BANK IN WSHINGTO , O. C. THE YOUNGEST 
END 	 PAG TWO 



PAGE THREE CSE e R E"'i-NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION> 

SON, JOHN P. s. GARDINER, AGED TWENTYTHREE, IS EMPLOYED AS A 

SALESMAN BY ALCOA ALl.llINUM COMPANY. 


REPORTEDLY, JOHN PENNINGTON GARDINER WAS FORMERLY A FIRST 
SECRETARY OF THE u. S. EMBASSY IN SEOUl.., KOREA, PRIOR TO KOREAN 
WAR AND SUBSEQUENTLY SERVED AS CHIEF OF PROTOCOL AT THE U. S. 
EMBASSY IN TOKYO; HOWEVER, HE RESIGNED DURING THE SUMMER OF 
NINETEEN FIFTYTWO TO RETURN TO BROOKLINE, MASSACHUSETTS. 

SOURCES CONTACTED ADVISED THAT JOHN PENNINGTON GARDINER 
IS UNKNOWN TO THEM AND HE IS NOT KNOWN TO BE POLITICALLY ACTIVE 
IN HIS HOME AREA. 
GP-1 

END 
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529?~ 11-1 8- 68 J DR 
?;t IO ITY ?~ 
TO I WHIT HOfJ ~ IT U'\TIO ' I 1 1')0~ "'" G 

ATT. I 1 • 
I 

f3-0"4L'"' Y -/HTH 1;rc ) 
FROM DI Ecrn· , r'I 

I S ...": I ,AT I 'l 1 

I NT E~NAL 5~ CU1ITY - VIETNAM 

- 1r \4r-q1 , P 1ST V->T , A co ~rIDENT I AL SOU-lC ": , 
1ELI at ~ l 'lfO:ll'f4TIO IN THE PA~ , lCPOiTED 

D TE J"CK ~f\'=>[)! 'L '.? 1 Cf11RENTLY T'\ Yl i.JS T 
THE AC HOU3E , GSVE ·y- 7 : rG~TE2N ~ 3T EET, N. ~ •• WA~HI ~~ToN ,t 

o. 	c. CWOC) ' LEFT "F.:3-AG- FO., TR0 1 G auu DI EN, FI ST 
~c ~~T- RY T TH~ VI ET N~ £ ) - :~aA~3Y , wo e , THAT GA DI -l DES I RED 

TO VI IT I £f\J AT TWO P. • I 'i.3TA'1T DAT ~ AT THf. EM8A5->Y. 
I' "'0 ' '-'.,TIO ~ <; Pl? EV 10 1t3L Y n£? ~TED CO 'iC RNI CO NT" CT N 

'JO VEMBER FI FT E -~ ' L - r ' 3-r~S ~'l DI EN AND JOHN p . 01'4 1D I NE.R . 
£~BER OF rw: o-co~ HO U:Jt' ~''D t\ ~=11 ~D FORE IGN SF~V I C! Ol"F'IC2~ 

OF THE ~n ··n :;r ~T :c; DE.,,' ..,T,.. C:NT OF 3TAT!: . 
GP- J 
E 'D t\lm ~CK••• 



L ...!'ORMATION ~-
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTO N 

~-EYES ONLY 

Monday, November 18, 1968 
9:40 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

In thelight of this latest on Jack Gardiner, 
I think we may have to level with Murphy - - short 
of revealing our source - - and get to the bottom 
of what Jack Gardiner is up to. 

Brom has already spoken to Deke DeLoach 

and reported to you what we now know. 


W~stow 

DECLA ~IFIED 
E.O. 11 , i;;' c. 3.1) 
NL.J OO-d.'?>~ -- ­

Cy cb , I .J. .!S·J.~-oo 

~B~--EYES ONLY 



919 PM 11-18-68 RDR 
PRIORITY 

TO: WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM, ATT.: MR. BROMLEY SMITH 07 

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI 


-S £ C ft E -t - NO FOREIGN DI SSEM INAT ION 

EMBASSY OF VIETNAM 

ON NOVEMBER EIGHTEEN, INSTANT, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WHO 

HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST FURNISHED THE 


FOLLOW ING: 

ON INSTANT DATE ONE JACK GARDINER CONTACTED FATHER DIEGO 


PHONETIC>, TELEPHONE NUMBER TWO ONE TWO DASH SEVEN NINE NINE DASH 
TWO SIX ZERO ZERO, IN NEW YORK, AND ADVISED HE WAS IN WASHINGTON 
SITTING BESIDE A FRIEND OF FATHER DIEGo·s. GARDINER ASKED IF DIEGO 
COULD SEE HIM TOMORROW AS HE , GARDINER, WAS GOING TO FLY TO NEW YORK 

TOMORROW SPECIFICALLY FOR THAT PURPOSE, AND WOlD...D ARRIVE AT ELEVEN 
A. 	 M. DIEGO STATED HE WOlD...D BE AVAILABLE AT TWELVE NOON AND 


AN APPOINTMENT WAS SET FOR THIS TIME, AT WHICH TIME DIEGO STATED 

HE WOULD WRITE GARDINER A FEW LETTERS OF INTRODUCTION . 


GARDINER STATED EVERYTHING WAS GOING FINE IN WASHINGTON 

AND IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION REGARDING HIS TRAVELING TO VIETNAM 

SOON, REPLIED HE HAD ONE MORE THING TO TIE UP IN WASHINGTON 

END PAGE ONE 


PAGE TWO ts-E 6 R E =F -NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION> 

BEFORE HE GOES AND WILL TELL DIEGO THE DETAILS WHEN HE SEES HIM. 


THE UNKNOWN MALE <THE FRIEND OF FATHER DIEGO• S WITH WHOM 
GARDINER IS SITTING> ADVISED DIEGO THAT ACCORDING TO GARDINER 
IT LOOKS GOOD, IT LOOKS SURE, PROBABLY THE END OF THE WEEK. 

INFORMATION WAS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED CONCERNING CONTACT ON 
NOVEMBER FIFTEEN, LAST, BETWEEN TROUNG BUU DIEN FIRST SECRETARY, 
VIETNAMESE EMBASSY AND JOHN P. GARDINER, A MEMBER OF THE DECOR 
HOUSE AND A RETIRED FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER OF THE UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
GP-1 Of.O.ASSUIED 

'urhmin.DL<..Lo ~'2..~/ • 
END & c.6/101.1 '\I.ARA. lnrt~f&.!l,·PJ_ 
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MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE 	HOUSE 7 
S E G.RE'f /SENSITIVE WASHINGTON 	 INFORMATION 

Monday, November 18, 1968 ~ ; 4.\,.~.. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: 	 Activities of John P . Gardiner and 
South Vietnamese Embassy Officials 

Att ached is an FBI report on John P . (Jack) Gardiner's activity 
today with a South Vietnamese Embassy official. An earlier 
report, which you have seen previously, is also attached. 

We have the following information on Mr. Gardiner , tnost of it 
from Deke DeLoach : 

1. Resigned from the Foreign Service in July, 1952. 

He may have been eased out of his State Department job . 


2. Currently employed as a cor respondent by the 

Manchester Union Leader published in Manchester, Vt. 


3 . The editor of the Manchester Union Leader is 

William Loeb. The paper is wildly conservative 

Republican. 


4 . J irnmy Hoffa put up $3 million to make it possible for 

Mr . Loeb to buy the paper . 


5. Mr. Gardiner's residence is Brookline, Mass . , but 

recently he has been in Washington, based at the Diplomatic 

and Counsellor Officer's Club. 


Bromley Smith 

J.AS<;ff lED 
12~58, Sec.. 3.6 
oo-ce~ ~/SENSITIVE 
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529PM 11 • 18- 68 JDR 
PRIORITY 
TO t WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 006 

ATT . t MR. BROMLEY SMITH 
FROM DIRECTOR, FBI 

..s.eeR!T - NO FO RE IGN OISSEM INAT ION 
EMBASSY OF VIETNAM; INTERNAL SECURITY - VIETNAM 

ON NOVEMBER EIGHTEEN, INSTANT, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, 
VHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMAT ION IN THE PASI', REPORTED 
THAT ON THE SAME DATENf~r~ iflifffR CURRENTLY STAYIOO AT
THE DACOR HOUSE , SE VE ~ N H STREET, N. W. , WASHINGTON , 
D. C. CVDC>, LEFT A MESSAGE FOR TROl.flG BUU DIEN, FIRST 
SECRETARY AT THE VIETNAMESE EfllBASSY, voe, THAT ~tfP~~'R DESIRED 
TO VISi~ ~~ AT TWO P. M. INSTANT DATE AT THE A •

f o ION VAS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED CONCERNI?«'l CONTACT ON 
NOVEMBER FIFI'EEN, LAST , BETWEEN DIEN AND JOHN P. GARDINER , A 
MEMBER OF THE DECOR HOUSE AND A RETIRED FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER 
OF THE UNIT ED SI'ATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
GP-1 

END AND ACK • •• 


(JF.DA~<ijf(Fl) 

" nll,~~ oo -i 3ul --­
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THE WHITE HOUSI~ 

WASlllNOTO.N 

SECRE".P-- SE NSITIV.E 

S aturday, Noven1ber 16, 1968 -- 12:40 p . m . 

Mr. P r "sident: 

t: 
~ is unclear whether someone else -­

unauthorized - - is getting into the Vietna1n act , 
in this rather ob scure report. 

Nevertheless, becaus o:f certain rcfc:renccs, 
I thought you ought to be awar o! it . 

We shall try quietly to get fix on Gardiner . 

U9~stow 
()[("( SSIFI :D 

I .0. 12 ' ~cc. 3.6.
I .. 

Hy cL 

-srcaE-=F- - SENSITIVE 



929 PM ll-15-68 RDR 
PRIORITY 
TO: WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM , ATT.: MR. BROMLEY Sf'IJITH005 

FROM: DIRECTOR, F'Bl t9'8MO'i 16 02 39 
'-S i 8 ~ : T • NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION 

£PIBASSY OF' VIETNAM 

ON NOVEMBER F'IFT£EN, IN5rA T, A CONFIDEITTIAL SOURCE, WHO 

HAS FURNISHE'.D RELIABLE !NFORMA1 ION IN THE PAST, FURNISHED THE 

FOLLOW ING INFORM AT ION i 


ON INSTANT DATE ONE JACK GARDINER CONTACTED MR . TROUNG BUU 
OIEN, FIRSf SECRETARY OF THE VIETNA~ESE EMBASSY, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
C~DC>, AND MADE ARRANGEMENTS 10 HAVE LU~CK TOGETHER THIS OATE. 

GARDINER INDICATED HE DESIR£D TO PfEET WITH OIEN OUTSIDE OF THE 
EflmASSY, FOR REASONS WHICH WOULD BE CLEAR TO DIEN WHEN !HEY GOT 
TOGETHER. GARDINER INDICATED HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO DO SOMETHING 
FOR DIEN• s COUNTRY CVIETNA~). DIEN INFORMED GARDINER THAT HE, 
DIEN, VAS 10 LONGER IN CHARGE OF TKE PRESS, AND GARDINER ADVISED 
THAT HE WANTED TO TALX TO DIEN 

s A FRIEND or .. FATHER Dl£GA ·s" 
<PHONETIC>, IDENTIFIED AS THE PRESS SECRETARY TO FORMER VIETNAMESE 
PRESIDENT DIEM. GRADINER INDICATED HE WANTED DIEN•s 
ADVICE OH CE:RTAIN THINGS AND TO SET AN .. INFORMAL STEAR,· 
END PAGE ONE 

PAGE TWO S e 0 R E l - NO FOR~IGN DISSEMINATION 

INDICATING THAT TH£SE WERE VERY IMPORTANT TIMES FOR BOTH COUNTRIES 

CVIETNAM AND THE UNITED STATES> . OIEN INQUIRED AS TO WHETHER 


GARDINER DESIRED THAT HE, DIEN, BRING SOMEONE FROM TKE PRESS 
OFFICE CVIETNAMESE EMBASSY>, BUT GARDINER DECLINED, STATING NOW 
WAS NOT THE TIME, BUT PERHAPS LATER. 

AT APP.ROXIMATELY TWELVE FIFTY-SIX P.M. NOVEMBER FIFTEEN, 
I lSTANT YELLOW CAB NUMBER FIVE F'OlJR SIX , CURRENT WDC LICENSE 
HB FIVE FOUR SIX WAS OBSERVED TO DISCHARGE AN UNIDENTIFIED WHITE 

ALE, APPROXI~ATELY SIXTY YEARS OF AGE, APPROXIMATELY FIVE TEN 

I lCHES IN EIGHT , WEIGH IHS APPROXUtATEL Y TWO HUNDRED AND TWENTY 

POUNDS, VE.ARING A BLACK HAT, BLACK TROUSERS, DARK GREY SPORTS COAT, 
BLACK SHOES AND A TAN RAIN COAT. TH13 INDIVIDUAL IMMEDIATELY ENTERED 
THE VIETNAMESE CHA JCC:RY, TWENTY TWO FIFTY ONE:, R STREET, N. W., 
woe. 

AT APPROXIMATELY ONE ZERO FOUR P.M. INSTANT DATE, THE UNIDENTI­
F JED WHITE t\LE CNUNBER ONE> EXITED TKE VIETNAMESE CHANC£RY IN THE 
COMPANY or AN UNIDENTIFIED VIETNAMESE AND PROCEEDED ON FOOT TO THE 

TOKYO RESTAURANT , SEVEHEEN THIRTY SIX CONNECTICLII' AVENUE, • w., woe. 
rROM APPROXIMATELY ONE TEN PM TO APPROXIMATELY TWO O'CLOCK P.M., THESE 
I DIVIDUALS ATE LUNCH. DURING THE COURSE OF THE LUNCH 
UNIDENTIFIED INDIVIDUAL NUMBER ONE CARRIED ON 1051 Or THE CONVERSATION, 
AND WAS HEARD TO EXPRESS ANGER AND STATE KE WAS AT A LOSS FOR WORDS. 

THE UNIDEITT'lFIED VIETNAMESE MAN INQUIRED AS TO WHETHER THE ~INAL 
OECISlON HAD TO COME FROM"HI~" <NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED>· 
END PAGE TWO Of(') A\SDlED 

.. , , , ~n..N LJ' e>.Q.:.b,&..I._ _ _}/ 

p.,JJ?..L~ ~ fl"1't: , ,_·l'f'* 



PAGE THREE - · ~ e RE T - NO FOREIGN otssEMINATION JI 
THE UNIDENTIFIED INDIVIDUAL MUMB£R ONE SAID THAT EVERYTIME SONE­
ONE ..OPENED HIS MOLJTH• HE IS • KNOCKED DOWN .. , AND THAT HE FELT THE 
TIME WAS EXTREP!ELY PROPITIOUS F'OR TKE PJOVE HE 51.SGESfED, AND IT 
S£EM£D AS THOUGH HE REFERRED aO 6 MEETING WITH · sca0 bt[QN."

THE UNIDENTIFIED INDIVIDUAL NiMa!R ON~ STATED THAT KE HAD 
FANTASTIC CONTACTS WITH RETIRED STATE DEPARTMENT PEOPLE AT 
EXTRE ELY HIGH LEVELS. HE SIJ;GESTED THAT THE UNIDENTIFIED //
VIETNAMESE ~lGHT WANT TO TALK OVER TKE ·suGGESTioN· WITH WHOMEVER 
HE WANTED AND THEN THEY COULD GET TOGETHER ON TUESDAY NOVEPJBER 
NINETEEN, NEXT. THE UNIDENTIFIED INDIVIDUAL NUMBER ONE INDICATED 
THAT HE WAS IN THE NEWSPAPER BUSINESS AND FREQJJENJ'LY VISITED woe 
FOR TWO OR THREE DAYS AT A TIME. HE STATED THAT ON 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER EIGHTEEN NEXT HE WOtLD BE STAYING AT THE 
~DACOR HOUSE" COIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR OFFICES RETIRED> 
SEVENTEEN EIGHTEEN H STREET, N. w. , woe., AND THAT IF THE 
VIETNAMESE CHOSE THEY COULD P.IEET THERE. 

UPON EXIT ING TKE TOKYO RESTAURANT AT APPROXIMATELY TWO 
o•CLOCK P.M . , BOTH INDIVIDUALS WERE OBSERVED TO PROCEED 
TO DUPONT CIRCLE, N. W., WHERE THEY SAT ON A PARX BENCH AND 
TALK FROM APPROXIMATELY TWO ZERO EIGHT P. M. TO APPROXIMATELY 
TWO THIRTY TWO P. M. , WITH THE UNIDENTIFIED INDIVIDUAL Nl.MBER 
ONE DOING MOST OF THE TALKING ANn GESTURING WITH HIS HANDS. 
THEREAF"TER , THEY SEPARATED AND THE UNIDENTIFIED INDIVIDUAL 
~mMBER ONE PROCEEDED SOUTH ON CONNECTIClJI' AVENUE, N. V. , 
END PAGE THREE 

0PAGE FOUR" 3 E-.c •...:r - NO F'OP.EIGN DISSEMINATION 
AND AT APPROXl~ATELY TWO FIFTY EIGHT P.M. AND ENTERED 
THE DACOR HOUSE, SEVENTEEN EIGHTEEN H STREET , N. w.' woe. 

ON INSTANT DATE, IT VAS DETERMINED THAT JOHN P. GARD INER 
VAS IN THE BUILDING , NOT CURRENTLY REGISTERED, AND THAT 
GARDINER IS A MEMBER OF THE DACOR , AND HAD MADE RESERVAT I ONS 
ON INSTANT DATE FOR MONDAY AND TUESDAY NOVEMBER E.IGHTEEN AND 
NINETEEN NEXT . REPORTEDLY JOHN P. GARDINER IS A RETIRED 
FOREIGN SERVICE OFFIC~R Of THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 
0 F sr ATE, AND A NEWSPAPERMAN FROM BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS , 
CURRENTLY STAYING WITH F'RIENDS IN TKE WAS!iIOOTON, D. C. AREA. 

IT IS NOTED THAT THE RESISTER OF THE UNITED STATES 
DEPART~ENT OF STATE DATED NINETEEN FIFTY LISTED ONE JOHN PENNINGTON 
GARDINER, BORN AT COHASSET, l'IASSACHUSETT S ON Al13 UST THREE N.INETEEN 
ZERO FIVE . TKE REGISTER INDICATED THAT AS OF SEPTEMBER NINETEEN 
FORTY EIGKT GARDINER WAS FIRST SECRETARY AND CONSUL AT SEOUL , 
KOREA , ANO VAS roREIGN SERVICE OFFICER Ct.ASS THREE. 
GP-t 
END 
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THE WASHINGTON POST 
G 2 Sanday, Jan. l Z, 1969 

VIPNext Perle Mesta? 
By Maxine Chesh~re 

Tuesday night, Perle Mesta is going to a party at the 
apartment of a woman who is being touted as the Nixon 
Administration's "Perle Mesta." 

The party, itself, ls certainly going to be in the best 
Mesta tradition. 

. Anna Chennault is inviting 100 of !her better-known 
friends-mostly Republican-oto a buffet supper in her 
$168,000 penthouse at the Watergate East. 

Afterward, Columbia Pictures wants everyone to join 
them for a viewing of "Oliver." 

It probably wouldn't be surprising if, when the party 
moves onward to the MacArthur Theater, photog­
raphers are waiting to take their pictures. 

This is the kind of event with which Mrs. Mesta her­
self has associated herself in the past. 

The one notable difference is that Mrs. Chennault, 
who has one of the finest chefs in Washington, is sup­
plying her own food. 

One movie company, .at least, thus appears to have 
looked over the field of. possible Washington hostesses 
and picked its own winner. 

If Mrs. Chennault does ultimately become known 
principally as a party-giver during the next four years, 
Nixon's foreign affairs advisers will probably breathe 
a sigh of relief. 

The Chinese-born Mrs. Chennault, widow of the Fly­
ing Tigers General and a figure of glamor and mystery. 
in the Nation's Capital for the last decade, has already 
caused Nixon aides to fear that she might become a 
political embarrassment . 

The St. Louis Post Dispatch reported in a story last 
week tbat Mrs. Chennault, who held two top committee 
jobs in the Nixon campaign, made "secret" contacts 
with the South Vietnamese in the candidate's behalf 
j ust before the election. 

She reportedly encouraged Saigon to "delay11 in join· 
ing the Paris peace talks in hopes of getting a better 
deal if the Republicans won the White House. 

Until that story appeared, there were indications that 
Mrs. Chennault was in line to get a presidential appoint­.. ment. 

That definitely is not a possibility now, she says. 
She is scJ1eduled to leave right after the lnaugur·al, 

which she is 'helping rto stage, on a six-week swing 
through the Far East. 

She will be traveling as the "Vice President of lnteT­
national Affairs" for the Flying Tigers Line. 

This is a job she has held for little more than a year, 
although many people in Washington erroneously be· 
lleve that she owns part of this freight-carrier to the 
Orient . 

She is a salaried employe, although she really doesn't 
need the money. 

The commercial Flying Tigers founded in this coun­
try by pilots who once flew for her late husband hired 
her to represent them in Asia. 

Mrs. Chennault owns no part of Flying Tigers, 
nor does she own any stock in Nationalist China's CAT 
airlines, which General Chennault helped to organize. 

The Chennaults sold their interest before his death. 
She has absolutely no financial interest in CAT, 

which is involved in several U.S. corporations that 
have been linked with the CIA. 

Whether Mrs. Chennault, herself, is, OT 1bas been, 
linked with the CIA, is a question she answers with-a 
stony-faced "No comment." 

The suspicion that she might have even remote spy 
connections gives her an aura of intrigue. It amuses 
her to know that she is the subject of much fanciful 
speculation in Washington. 

Her husband left her well·off, but not really rich. 
But she took the reported $300,000 or so from his 
estate and invested it wisely. 

That's how she could afford to move to a much more 
expensive address a couple of years ago and start giving 
parties so crowded with ranking Republicans that Look 
and other magazines started to zero in on her as another 
~e. Mesta. 

Mrs. Chennault, a very pretty and youthful 45-year­
old who wears brightly-colored mod tights with her 
Chinese-style dresses, may not remain Mrs. Chennault 
forever. 

Rumors have linked her romantically in recent weeks 
with Republican Gov. Warren Knowles of Wisconsin, 
who is going to escort her to the Inaugural festivities. 

Her presence at his second gubernatorial Inaugural 
recently caused many newspapers in his state to specu· 
late about their friendship. 

"That's all it ls-just friendship," she says. 

BJ Mu uret Tbom&11--Tht WubJnr ton Po~t 

Anna Chennault: A bu/fee $Upper in her $168,000 penthouse at the Watergate Eosr. 



TOM OTTENAD If 

Was Saigon's peace talk delay due to Republican promises? -­
campaign.,Exp1aining why, on,e G.O.P. of­friends, both Democrats and Republicans." ning Nixon's inauguration Jan. 20. The at­ this belief understandable in view of 

WASHINGTON - A well-known top He did not identify them. tractive 45-year-old woman, who claims South Vietnam's reputation for political ficial said, "She wa.sn't our baby. She 
official of committees working for the many friends in high government and Re­ intrigue. wasn't really part of the campaign."

The official &aid Mrs. Chennault hadelection of Richard M. Nixon secretly got publican circles, is to. be escorted to the
had a long relationship with South Viet­ When told that the Nixon forces dis­ Another Nixpn adviser also empha­

in touch with representatives of South inaugural ball by Gov. Warren P. Know­ sized tJhis thought, stressing that Mrs.nam. She is a visitor at the embassy here claimed any connection with her reportedVietnam shortly before the presidential les of Wisconsin, it was announced recent­ actions, Mrs. Chennault remarked with a Chennault was not part of Nixon's person­
election. "from tim.e to time - not really frequent­ ly. Her name figures in speculation for laugh: "You've covered politics. What al campaign staff. ly," he added. possible appointment to a key position in

lt was in connection with an apparent would you expect? In politics nothing is "She was co-chairman of a volunteerthe Nixon administration. effort to encourage them to delay in join­ Mrs. Chennault, widow of Gen Claire fair." organization," he said. "She wasn't a fc;ir­
ing the Paris peace talks in hopes of get• L. Chennault, commander of, the World In a r.ecent interview, she declined to eign policy adviser. We were faced withAsked whether s'he had feared that Mr.
ting a better deal if the Republicans won War II Flying Tigers, was co-chairman confirm or deny reports that she had been Johnson's peace initiative might cost all kinds of people who claimed to speak
the White House. with Mrs. Dwight D. Eisenhower of the in frequent touch wit'h representatives of Nixon the presidential election, she said, for Nixon on various issues but really

Women for Nixon-Agnew National Advi­ the South Vietnamese Embassy shortly The government of South Vietnam had "I think many people .had t'hat concern." didn't."sory Committee and a vice chairman of befure the Nov. 5 election. "Who told you been expected ti?. join the Paris discussio.ns Asked whether she regarded the Presi­the Republican National Finance Commit­ that?" she asked with a half smile. Another Republican aide said, "The dif­
soon after President Lyndon B. Johnson dent's move as politically motivated, she tee. ficulty is she is pretty free-wheeling. She 
announced plans Oct. 31 to bring both it replied' indirectly: took a number of independent actions U,In response to further questions the
and the Communist National Liberation She was a hard-working fund-raiser petite, vivacious woman, who rates Bui "We have been very much concerned. the campaign. We had to pull her back (
Front into the peace talks and to halt all and said she collected more than $250,000 Diem, South Vietnam's ambassador to the Every time we Jiave a bombing halt the several times." 

American bombing of North Vietnam. for Nixon's campaign. Campaign records U.S., and other diplomats and world lead­ enemy takes advantage to supply tiheir 

However, it delayed doing so for four file in the House of Representatives Some sources who are friendly to Mrs. on ers among her friends, refused to give troops and move more men south. Ourweeks. · show that she contributed at least $1000 much information. casualties in the last few weeks have' not Chennault have said privately that the --1 

Nixon camp was aware of her actions.herself to the G.O.P. presidential cam­Its action is credited by some political decreased noticeably." J . paign. "You're going to get me in a lot of They did not make clear, however, at 
ex-perts, including some of Nixon's staff, trouble," she remarked. Toying with the Mrs. Chennault said that since Nixon's what point this reported awareness devel­
with cutting the loss of votes that bis About the same time, in a separate high collar of her Chinese-style dress, a election she had received "personal invita­ oped.
aides believe he suffered in the election move, representatives of South Vietnam personal fashion trademark, She continued tion" from both President Nguyen Van from the last-minute peace move. In this Sources in the Nixon camp insistedreportedly made contact with the Nixon with a laugh: Theiu of South Vietnam and President jview, the Vietnamese delay lent credence strongly that Nixon was adamant in his camp two or three times, unsuccessfully Chung Hee Park of South Korea "to come to Republican charges that Mr. Johnson's refusal to make political capital out of theseeking a meeting with the Republican "I can't say anything . .. come back and and talk to them as a friend." She hasaction was a political maneuver to help Vietnamese conflict or of the peace nego­presidential candidate and hinting that ask me that after the inauguration. We're made frequent trips to South Vietnam. fthe Democratic candidate, Vice President tiations. "I saw him explode one time andtheir government would put off until after at a very sensitive time . . . I know so Hubert H. Humphrey. She said tJhat since Nixon's election she say he was not going to make the war a

the Nov. 5 election any move toward join­ much and can sar so little." ~ias encouraged "my friends" to join in the political issue even if it cost him tlhe elec­
Informed diplomats as well as adminis­ ing the Paris negotiations. Asked whether others had made con­ Paris peace talks. "I told them it is impor­ tion," said one aide. 

tration 'Sources and a number of Republi­ Herpert G. Klein, director of communi­ tact with the South Vietnamese she re­ tant for South Vietnam to s.end a delega­ The reported overtures by South Viet­cans, including some within Nixon's own catipns for the President-elect, and other ·plied enigmatically, "I certainly was not tion to Paris," she remarked. On Nov. 28 namese representatives to the Nixon cam­organization, have said that Republican Nixon aides have said that Nixon had no alone at that time." South Vietnam fmally announced that it paign organization came in the lasf weekcontact with South Vietnamese represent­ personal connection with either action. would take part in the Paris discussion. of the presidential campaign. "On two and atives was made bY. Mrs. Anna Chennault. Friends of Mrs. Chennault have said Both moves were said to be contrary to However, because .of a procedural dispute, maybe three occasions we received mes­The initial contact was reported to have that she was in sympathy with high Southhis expressed wish and his avowed policy the broadened tatks nave not yet started. sages indirectly from high South Vietnam­been made a few days before Mr. John­ Vietnamese officials, including some at 
son's Oct. 31 announcement. of avoiding any action that might jeopar­ the country's embassy here, who favored Mrs. Chennault, who is rated by many ese representatives," a Nixon adviser h~s 

dize chances for peace. awaiting the outcome of the American observers as a hawk on Vietnam and a said. 
A high ranking official at the South The aides say further that the reported presidential election before making any hard-liner on Asian Policy has said that The message he said, requested a meet­

Vietnamese Embassy here said it was "en ­ Republican contact with South Vietnam­ move toward joining the Paris peace ne­ she regarded herself as "a bridge to build ing with Nixon' or one of his top aides. The tirely untrue" that Mrs. Chennault had ese sources was an individual action that gotiations. better relations between tJhe .East and the communications suggested also that Southurged officials of his government to go had not been authorized by Nixon. As for West. I upde1·stand American politics and Vietnam might delay until after theslow in joining the Paris peace talks. He High administration sources here say the overtures from the South Vietnamese also the feelings of our friends in Asia. American election its final decision ons·aid: that key South Vietnamese officials gen­to the Republican organization, they say But I ·am first an American and second a whether or not to join the Paris peace erally favored the election of Nixon over "There has been a lot of speeulation that, on Nixon's instructions, these were R~publican." talks, it was said.Humphrey. They say also that they re­about our attitude in the talks. We base ignored. The Republican said that theceived information from Saigon indicating Although Nixon advisers say they, sources 
our decision on a lot of factors and not on Nixon camp "did nothi·ng" about ~heMrs. Chennault, who was born in Pe­ that many South Vietnamese officials learned of Mrs. Cbennault's activities sev­internal politics here." king, is of Chinese descent, but became an there believed Mrs. Chennault was acting eral days before the Nov. 5 election, they South Vietnamese overtures. "Our in­1

1 He conceded that he and bis colleagues American citizen in 1950. She is a vice on Nixon's behalf in contacts with repre­ apparently took no steps tp halt her or re­ structions from Nixon were to give no re­
1 had been "in touch wi~ a lot of our chairman of one of the committees plan- sentatives of that country, They termed move her from her connection with the sponse," he explained. 

... 
('" 

- ,. 
) 
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Was·salgoO..'s peace talk_delay due to Re]?Ublican promises? 
-	 . \ .......... 


WASHINGTON - ·A well-known top 
o!iicial 6f c.ommiltees working for the 
election of Richard M. Nixon secretly got 
in touch with representatives of South 
Vietnam shortly before the presidential' 

..ele-ction. 	 · 
It was in connectioii. with an apparent 

ef1--t to encourage them to delay in join,­
i( :1e Paris peace talks in hopes of get­
tu.6 a better deal if the Republicans won 
the White House. ~ : . .,. -. . - ._ ~ ~ . )

The. go'Vernment of South Vietnam bad 
been expected to join the Paris dtscussiona 
soon after President Lyndon B. Johnson 
o"'""""",.ri, »1'>nc OcL :n' t o brine'. both it_,. 

. 
. fi·iends, both Democrats and Republicans." ning Nhcon's inaugul'atio;i Jan. 20. The at­
He did not i_dentify . them. ti·aciive 45-year-old woinau, who claims 

many friends in high govel'nment and Re­
The official said Mrs. Chennault had publican circles, i.s to be escorted to the

had a long relationship with South Viet­ inaugural ball by Gov. Warren P. Know­
nam. She is a visitor at the embassy here les of Wisconsin, it was announced ncent­
"from time to time - not really frequent­ ly. Her name figures in specufatlon for
ly," he added. . . . 	 possible appointment to a key position in 

the Nixon administration. \Mrs: Chennault, widow o1 Gen Cla.ire 
·L. Chennault, commander of the World ·· In a r.ec~t intervie;, she d;clined to 
War II Flying Tigers, was .co-chairman . confirm or deny reports t'hat she had peen 

· with Mrs. Dwight D. Eisenhower of the in :frequent touch with representatives of
Women for Nixon-Agnew National Advi­ the South Vietnamese Embassy '·shortly
sory Committee and a vice chairman of before the Nov. 5 election. "Who. told .YOU 
.th~ Republican National Finance Commit· that?" 'She asked with e. half smile. 
, tee., 

In response to further questions. the 
.She was a hard-working· fund-raiser petite, vivacious woman; who 'rates Bui 
a said she collected more than $250,000 Diem, South Vietnam's ambassador to the 
r Nixon's campaign. Campaign records U.S., and 0U1er diplomats and world lead· . 
I file in the Hous~ of Representatives ers among her :friends, refused to give
?W that she contributed ~t le~s~ $1000 . ,,., . much information. , .._ ~ - -· 
a-self to. tile G.O.P. pres1dent1.µ .cam~ -.· ·"."!i. ''· ·~ . .. - • - .·'~ .... 
:ign. " · , '. , · · ~ · ·· •• · ''You're goin'g to get ro.e . in a ·Jot of 
t' · , • :· • , ·- trouble," she remarked. Toying with the 
• About the same time; in a separate 'hig.h collar of her Chinese-style dress, a 
ove, r~presentatives of South Vietnam ' · personal fashion trademark, s!Jie continued 
:portedly made coDtact with the Nixon· with a laugh: . · · ' 
unp ·two or three times; unsuccessfully· 
tekin'g a meeting wlth the Republican \ , "I cari.;t say anythln'.g· . . . come back and 

·esidential candidate and hinting that ask me that after the inauguration. We're , 

1eir government wo_uld put oft until after at a ·very sensitive time . . . I know so 

1e Nov. 5 election any move toward join: much ~nd can s'ay so little." 

1g the Paris: negotiations. .' 
 Asked whether others had made cori~ 
; Herbert G: Klein, <Jirectefr of com~~~j-_, tact' V{ith the South . Vietnamese she re­
1tions for the President-elect, and other plied enigmatically, ''I certainly was not 
~xon aides have said that Nixon had no , \ alone..at that time." · 
ersonal connection with eitbe1· action . . - . 

. 	Friends of Mrs. Chennault have said!oth moves were said to. be contrary. to " 	 , that she was in sympathy with high Southis expressed wish and bis avowed policy Vietnamese officials, including some atf avoiding any action that might jeopar­	 J 

the country's embassy here, who :favored jze chances for peace. awaiting the outcome of the American 
I The aides say further that the reported presidential election before making any 
~epublican contact with South Vietnam- · move toward joining the Paris peace · ne­
se sou1·ces was an individual action that gotiations.
1ad not been authorized by Nixon. As for High administratio-n sources here . say}1e over·tures from the South Vietnamese that key South Vietnamese officl;lls gen::­b 	 the Repub)lcan organization, they say ' 	 erally favored the election of Nixon• over bat, on Nixon's instructions, these were Humphrey. 'rhey say also that they •re.­gnored. 	 , ­

ceived inform;ttion from Saigon indicating 
Mrs. ~hennault, who was porn in ·Pe­ that mllny South Vietnamese officials 

jng, is of Chinese descent, but became an there believed Mrs. Chennault was acting 
'i.rnerican citizen in 1950. She is a vice on Nixon's beha11 in contacts witb repre­
:bal:rman of one ot the committ~es plan- sentatives of th-at country. The! termed 

this belief understa11dable in view ·of 
South Vietnam's reputation for politi'cal · 
intrigue. 

When told that the Nixon forces dis­
claimed any connection with her repoJ>led 
actions, Mrs. Cheruiault remarked with a 
laugh: "You've covered politics. What 
would you expect? In politics nothing is 
fair." 

·~ Asked whether she had feared that Mr. 
Johnson's peace initiative might cost 
Nixon the presidential election, she said, 
"I think many people had that concern." 

- Asked whet~er she regarded the Presi-" 
dent's move as politically motivated, she 
replied indirectly: 

"We have been very much $!0Dcerned.' 
Every time we have a bombing halt the 
enemy takes advantage to supply 1!heir 
troops and move more men south. Our 
casualties in the last few V(ee;ks have not , 

- decreased noticeably.'" ' ? · ~,_ · • .. ; · . 	 ,,. . 
Mrs. Chennault said that since Nixon's 

election ·she had received "personal invita· 
_tion" from both President Nguyen Van 
Theiu of South Vietnam and President. 

· Chung Hee Park of South Kor.ea "to come ' 
and talk fo them as a :friend." She has 
made frequent trips to. , South Vietnam . . 

She said that since .Nixon's election she 
has encouraged "my friends" to j!)in in the 
Paris peace talks. "I told them it is impor­
tant for South Vietnam 'to send a delega­
tion to Paris,'' she remarked. On Nov. 28 
South Vietnam finally announced that it ­
would take part iu the Paris dfacussion. 
Howevei-, because of a procedui·al dispute, ' 
the broadened talks have not y~t started. 
. Mrs. Cltennault, who is rated by many 
observers as a hawk on Vietnam and a 
hard-liner on Asian Policy 11as said that 
she regarded herself as "a bridge to build 
better r.elations between 1•he East and the 

, 	West. I understand American politics and 
also the feelings of our friends in Asia. 
Bui I .am first an Ame1·ican and second a 
Republican." · 

Although Nixon advisers say they 
learned of Mrs. Chennaull's activities sev­
eral days before t he Nov. 5 election, they 
apparently took no steps to halt J1er or re­
move ·her from her connection with the ... 

campaign. Explaining why., one G.O.P. of~1 
ficial said, "She wasn't our baby. She . 
wasn't really part of the campaign." 

Another Nixon adviser also empha-­
sized this thought, stressing that Mrs. 
Chennault was not part of Nixon's person-~ 
al campaign staff. ; . • 

"She was co-chafrman of a volunteer 
organization." he said. "She w-asn't a for­
eign policy adviser. We were faced with 

· all kinds of people who claimed to speak
for Nixon on various issues but really 
didn't." ... ' 

· · Another Republican aide said, "The Clif­
. ficulty is she is pretty nee-wheeling. She 

__took a 	 -"'numbe_:r of in_de_p~ndent action~=1n
the campaign. We bad· to pull her back. 
several times." . . ~ 

So.me sources who are friendly to. Mrs. " 
Chennault have said _privately:~- that ·the .f 
Nixon canrp . '!as aware of .her - acti.si11s:.~ 
They did not make Clea·r, howev.er, af\ 
what point this reported awarenes:i dev~l­
oped. •

Sources in the Nixon camp. insis.ted 
strongly that Nixon w-aS adamant in, his 
refusal to make political capital out of the. 
Vietnamese conflict or of the peace nego­
tiations. ''l saw him explode one 1ime an~ 
say he was not going to make the war a 
political issue even if it cost ~ the elec­
tion," said one aide. , · · ·~ ~ 

The r.eporled overtures by South Vi~t­
namese representatives to the N"Lxon cam­
paign organization came in the last week 
of the presidential campai~. "On two and • 
inaybe three occasions we received mes­
sages indirectly from high South .Vietnam­
ese representatives," a NL\":on aclviser has 
said. 

The message, he said, requested a meet­
ing with Nbcon or one of his top aides. The . 
communications suggested also that South 
Vietnam might dclay until after tbe 
American election its iinal pecision · on 
whether or not to jpin the .Paris ·peace 

talks, it was said. 1•• 
1'be Republican sources i;aid that the 

Nixon camp "dirl nothing" about the 
South Vietnamese overtures. "OW' in~ 

structions from Nixon were to give. no re­
sponse," he explained. · 

http:howev.er
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11. 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI N GTON 

~EGRE'F 

Friday, January 3, 1969 

Mr. President: 

Herewith Bui Diem 
wrestles with questions from the 
St. Louis Post-D ispatch about 
the Lady. 

l}f~Rostow 

' , ii., 
·N L..l Q:?- 43d. _ ___E-=.....::r.:....._ _ 

ly ct , NARA Date~~~-0:1 



--11-~ 

&. ~~ 
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PR !OR IT Y V'.: C:. ~ 


~ v~~ 
TO WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM, ~tr .~ : MR. BROMLEY SMITH 004 ~ ?o'~ 

FROM DIRE CT OR, FB I V' -t-°c:. 

SEeR~ - NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION ~ ~~ 

':?' o~ 
cf' ~ EMBASSY OF VIETNAM; INTERNK29 ~~;~u~ITf~ vCftTNAM. 

ON JANUARY THREE, INSTANT, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, WHO HAS 

FURNISHED RELIABLE I NFORMATION IN THE PAST, FURNISHED THE 

FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 


ON THE SAME DATE, VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR BUI DIEM, 

WASHINGTON, D.C. <WDC), WAS I N CONTACT WITH RICHARD DUDMAN OF 

THE woe BUREAU OF THE ST. LOUIS POST DISPATCH, THIS BUREAU HAVING 

PREVIOUSLY ATTEMPTED TO CONTACT AMBASSADOR DIEM ON INSTANT DATE. 

DUDMAN MADE REFERENCE TO AN ARTICLE WHICH HAS BEEN WRITTEN FOR 

THE ST . LOUIS POST DISPATCH, ABOUT ANNA CHENNAULT, CONCERNING 

REPORTS THAT CHENNAULT HAD FREQUENTLY BEEN IN TOUCH WITH VIETNAMESE 

OFFICIAL S IN woe, ENCOURAGING VIETNAMESE OFFICIALS TO GO SLOW 

WITH RESPECT TO EXPANDED PEACE TALKS IN PARIS. AMBASSADOR DIEM 

DENIED THESE REPORT S, STATING THAT VIETNAMESE DECISIONS ARE BASED 

END PAGE ONE 


PAGE TWO ~ S R E 'F - NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION) - ­
ON A LOT OF FACTORS, MAINLY THE PROBLEMS AT HOME <VIETNAM ) , ANO 

NOT ON INTERNAL POLIT !CS IN THE UNITED STATES . 


[ DUDMAN QUESTIONED AS TO WHETHER THERE HAD NOT BEEN SOME \ 
CONCERN BY THE WHITE HOUSE, OR BY VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY ABOUT 

CHENNAULT 'S ACT IV IT IE S, FURTHER THAT THE ST. LOUI S POST DISPATCH 

HAD INFORMATION TO THI S EFFECT AND THAT THERE HAD BEEN SOME KIND 

OF INQUIRY OR COMPLAINT TO THE VIETNAMESE EMBASSY, woe, I N THIS 

REGARD. AMBASSADOR DIEM DENIED THIS INFORMATION, COMMENTING 

THAT HE <DIEM) HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH MANY FRIENDS IN woe, BOTH 

DEMOCRATS AND REPUBLICANS, AND AGAIN DENIED KNOWLEDGE OF AN INQUIRY 

OR COMPLAINT IN SUCH A MATTER. 


ACCORD I NG TO THE SOURCE , AMBASSADOR DIEM , I N RESPONSE TO 

A DIRECT QUESTION BY DUDMAN , DENIED THAT HE <DIEM) HAD BEEN IN 

CONTACT WITH, OR HAD ATTEMPTED TO CONTACT, PRESIDENT-ELECT NIXON 

DUR ING T HE WEEKS PRIOR TO THE ELECT ION ON NOVEMBER FIVE, LAST. 

OLDMAN THEN QUESTIONED THE RELATIONSHIP OF MR S . CHENNAULT TO THE 

END PAGE TWO 


PAGE T HR EE "(S E CR E T - NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION> 

VIETNAMESE EMBASSY, TO WHICH AMBASSADOR DIEM COMMENTED THAT 

CHENNAULT HAD BEEN I N VIETNAM FOR MANY YEARS AND HAD MANY [
r VIET NAMESE FR !ENDS. DUDMAN QUESTIONED AS TO WHETHER CHENNAULT 
HAD NOT BEEN A FREQUENT VISITOR TO THE VIETNAMESE EMBASSY, woe, 
AND AMBASSADOR DIEM COMMENTED THAT CHENNAULT HAS VISITED THE 
VIETNAMESE EMBASSY FROM TIME TO TIME, BUT NOT FREQUENTLY. 

DUDM AN QUESTIONED AS TO WHEN CHENNAULT WA S LAST AT THE 

VIETNAMESE EMBASSY , woe, AND WHE N AMBASSADOR DIEM COULD NOT 

RECALL EXACT DATES, DUDMAN QUESTIONED AS TO WHETHER CHENNAULT 

HAD NOT BEEN TO THE VIETNAMESE EMBASSY DURING THE WEEKS PRIOR 
TO THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, BUT AGAIN DIEM STATED HE COULD NOT 
RECALL EXACT DATES . 

DIEM COMMENTED THAT HE HOPED THEY WERE SPEAKING AS FRIENDS I 
AND THAT HIS <D I EM ' S) NAME WOULD NOT BE MENTIONED . DUDMAN AGREED 
AND TENT AT IVE ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE TO LUNCH TOGETHER ON 
JANUARY EIGHT, NEXT . 

ACCORD ING TO THE SOURCE, LATER ON THE SAME DAY ANOTHER 
REPRE$"ENTAT IVE OF THE ST . LOUIS POST DISPATCH ATTEMPTED 
TO CONTACT AMBASSAD OR DIEM, BUT WAS UNSUCCESSFUL . 
GP- 1 
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lNFOP '"1A TION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

w11ia ... 1••TON 

EYES ONLY 

Friday , Janua:r.y 3, 1969 
Z:ZS p. m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith the exact text of a 
telephone conversation this morning 
with Tom Ottcnad of the S t . Louis 
Post-D.ispntch. As you will see, the 
l..ndy is about to surface. 



1/3/69 11 40 am 

Phone conversati ·m. T om Ottenad of the St. Louis Potit-Dispatch and 
\\'. W. R ostow 

Otten.i.d: I have been wor ki ng on a story that l wondered if I might talk 
to you .lbout . It 1 s o n back(:?round basis. or however you want to talk about it. 
1t has 'to d o wi th the la fit pt.: r i o d of the Presidential campaign about the ti me 
of the Presid t:nt 's announcement of the bombin g ha lt and steps to broaden 
the Paris talks. I've bct~n told that duri ng that period some Republid1n 
contacts \\'e r e mad e wi th ~outh \'1ctnamese officials urging them to go slow 
in the hope t hat, from :their standpoint, they might get a better sh, k~ 
under Nixon than they would otherw.i.se. a n d that these contacts--conta .:ts 
of this type --were made by Mrs. Chennault. We have establish~d this 
fTom a number of sources. and it's n ot really about that as such that 
I was i nquiri n g , but rather about another :ispect of it. 1 was told also 
th<1.t thii~ activity had come to t h e a tte nti c•n •lf t he Administration, a nd I 
wonder<!d -- I wante d to J.~k you -- if that is in fact correct, 

WW R I have n o t one word to say about that matter. 

Otte na d ; Not even o n background or completely n o n -att:ributabJe basis? 

WWR : On n <> basis what soever. 

O tte n a d : The r e is no point etb•.>u t mv asking other question s related to it. 

WWR : That is correct. 

Ottenad: Tha t would be just a waste of your time. 

WWR : I 'm afraid that's Tight. 

Otkn."ld : Ml'iy I ask about a diffe r e nt but somewhat related matter - ­
bet a use I d on ' t know whetheT you will say the same thing to lh:lt or n ot; 
if it is, of ... ou r se. I'll dr •:>p the business right there. T he o ther matter 
I 've been t old of is about thi s same tirn~ Contncfci were made incHrectly 
by s . .,uth Vie tnamese officials with the Nix on camp c1skin.; - - unsuccessfully. 
as it turne d l)Ut - - asking fo r a n opportunity to m eet wi th Nix o n or one of his 
ai des a nd hintin g that South Vi e tnamese wou ld not take Cl(;tion o n the question 
of going t:o PJris until after the ek~tion. My question: Did that ever come 
to your att e ntion. 

WWR: I h ;.ive nothing what soever to say about it . 

http:otherw.i.se
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Ottenad: All right. Fi ne - - really not fine, from my standpoint, 
but I'm afraid your tone is so firm there's no point in goin g furtbe r 
v.ith you about it. 

WWR: That's quit e correct. 

Ottenad : If you find at any time that is no longer the case , I would 
appreciate a n opportun ity to t alk with you about it. 

WWR : Right. T han k you. 



INFORMATION 


THE WHITE HOUSE( 1 
WASHINGTON 

~I Tuesday. 6:30 P . M. 
SENSITIVE December 17. 1968 

1'.1r. President: 

The Lady continue~ her activities: 

1. 	 Arranged an appoi:ntm.·nt for Ambassador 
Bui Dieni with Senator Mundt, 

2. 	 Accepted a. m essage and a gift Lo be 
conveyed lo the President- elect. 

~ 

Bromley Smith 

)E I ' IFt•• 
.o. 129.. ' cc. 3.6 
L.t 00-1.3.a 

By dr , AKA D• f>·~·® 

S-ECtl:E'l' I SENSITIVE 
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857 PM 12-l -68 EFH 
PR lORITY 

TO : WHITE HOUSC' SITUl\TIOI ROO , ATT .: MR. BRO LEY SMITH 5 
FROM : DIRECTO~ . FBI 

~ - NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION 

£MBASSY OF VI TNAM 
ON DEC BER THIRTEEN , INSTANT , A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE , WHO 

HAS Fll'RNISHED R~LIABLE INFORMATION I THE PAST , FURNISHED THE 
FOLLOW I G INFO'? AT IO~ : 

ON INST T D TE COLO~EL 1GUYE~ -LINH CHIEU , ARMED FORC~~ 
ATTACH~ , VIET A~ESE E BASSY, WASHINGTON , D. C. CVDC> CONTACTED 

R • LEE , SEC ET ~y TO MRS . ~A CHEN ULT . COLONEL CHIEU 
POI !TED OUT THAT HE AND O~E DOCTOR FURK <PHONETIC) H D VISITED 
AN A CH~ AULT WITH! THE ?AST FEW DAYS, A D THAT DR . FU~K 
CPHO ~ETIC> WOULD BE LEAVING FO~ VIETNA 0 OECE BER FOU~TEEN 
~XT . COLOtEL CHIEU STATED THAT DR. FURK HAS A MES~ ~O A 

GIFT Ht: WANTS "JI\ CHE~ "ULT TO ON 
~ G 0 THAT DR . FURK WOU D SEE MRS . 

THE AFTERNOON OF INSTANT DATE AT HER OFFICE . 

WH QSL K 

SECHETNDfOR 



I INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI NGTON 

15 

LITER ALLY E YES O NLY 
Tue sday, De c . 10 , 1968 
10 :00 a. m . . ~ 

,o ~~ 
MR. 	 PRESIDENT: 

The Lad y i s still o perational . 

llJ .~ostow 

~ attac h men t 

"'tHh•mn 1\
1LJ' ~· l.$ l. 

&,!~'-- 'A ~ ·l.,·10 
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928PM 12-9-68 JDR 

PR IORITY 

TO: WHIT E HOUSE SIT UATION ROOM, ATT.: MR . BROMLE Y SM ITH 005 

FRO 1\1 : D I RE CT 0 R , FB I 


"-- 9 E S i;i E -i' - NO FO~E IG t\1 DI SSEM ! NAT IO N 

EMBASSY OF VIETNAM 

ON DECEMBER NINE , N I NETEE~ SIXTYEIGHT, A SOURCE WHO HAS 

FURN I SHED REL I ABLE I NFORMATION IN THE PAST , RE PO RT ED THE FOLLOWING 

I NFO MAT ION : 


ON THE SAME DtiTE MRS . ANNA CHENNAULT WAS IN TOUCH WITH 

NGUYEN HOAN , COUNSELOR AT THE VI ETNAMESE EMBASSY I N WASH I NGTON, 

D. C. OJDC). SHE ADVI Sl<.:D HIM THAT HER VERY GOO D FRI END HAD 

BEEN APPOI NTED YE STERDAY AS SECRETARY OF DEFEN SE . SHE WENT 

ON TO SAY THAT " WE" SHOULD BE VERY HAPPY ABOUT THIS. ACCORD I NG 

TO THE WDC PRESS OF DE CEMBER NI NE , NI NETEEN SIXTYE I GHT, 

REP~ESENTATIVE MELVIN R. L AI RD OF WISCONSIN HAS BEEN CHOSEN TO 

BECOME SECRETARY OF DE FENSE I N THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION . ACCO RDING 

TO THE SOURCE, MRS . CH ENNAULT THEN TOLD HOAN NOT TO BE TOO CONCERNED 

ABOUT THE PRESS " S RE FERENCE S ABOUT A COALITION GOVERNMENT . 

SHI J!JF - ·-------- ------------- --- -------', 
CKEN~AULT I ND ICATED THAT L AI RD I S A VERY STRONG MAN. SHE ADDED 

THAT SHE WILL BE GO I NG TO NEW YOq}( CITY TO SEE BOB MURPHY, 

WHOSE EXACT I DENTITY I S NOT KNOWN TO THE SOURCE, AND WON 'T 

RETURN TO W~SH INGTO N UNT IL L ATER THI S WEEK . SHE WAS INFORMED 


........ q- ,, 
THAT VIET NAMESE l\ MB ASSA DO R BUI DI EM I S EX PE CT ED TO RETURN 

RECEIVED 
WHCA 

1968 DEC 10 02 30DYO 

OEO.ASSifDJI) 
. irh.>rio.NLJ' qa-1.3/ 

ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF THI S WEE K. MRS. CHENNA ULT SOOGESTED THAT 
SHE WOULD LIKE TO MEET WITH THE AMBASSADOR UPON HIS RETUR N. 
GP-1 
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00 WTEJO Received : Washitw,ton ComnCen /f,DE WTE 4453 6:lt3 PM Wednesday 27 NOV 1968 --­

6:12 PM CST Wednesday 27 
F'RO BROMLEY SMITH Received: LBJ Ranch CamrnCen 

TO THE PRESIDENT 
 NOV 1968 

lNF'O WALT ROST OW 

CITE CAP82€89 
 E 
~ E t R V T/SENSITIVE 

HERE IS FURTHER EVIOENC OF THE CONTINUING ACTIVITY OF' THE 

LADY WITH SOUTH VIETNAMESE EMBASSY OFFICIALS . 


E SASSY OF VIETNAM 

INTERNAL SECURITY - VIETNAM 


ON NOVEMBER TWENTY SEVE INSTANT , A SOURCE , WHO HAS 

FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN TH£ PAST, REPORTED THE 

FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 


ON THE SAME DATE , MRS . ANNA CHENNAULT CONTACTED MRS . 

TRONG, SECRETARY TO A~8ASSADOR BUI DIEM, EMBASSY OF VIETNAM , 

WASHINGTON , o. c. cwrc> . !RONG INFORMED CHENNAULT THAT 

SHE , TRONG, HAD JUST PFCf.IVED A TeLEGRAM FROM THE AMBASSADOR 

COIEM>, SAYING THAT HE WOULD RETURN THE BEGINNING OF NEXT 

WEEK, BUT NO SPECIFIC DAY WAS MEMTIONED . CHENNAULT TOLD 

TRO G TO TELL THE AMBASSADOR UPON HIS RETURN BECAUSE 

CHENNAULT HAD A MESSAGE FOR HIM . 


ON TH E SAME DATE , CHENNAULT ALSO CONTACTED NGUYEN HOAN , 

COUNSELOR , EMBASSY OF VIETNAM, DC, ADVISING THAT SHE HAD 

SOME MESSAGES FOR HOAN AND HOAN AGREED TO MEET CHENNAULT 

Al HER RESIDENCEY , APARTMENT ON FOUR ZERO FOUR NORTH , 

WATERGATE APARTMENTS, woe , AT SIX P. M. , THIS DATE . 


~iED 
OTG 272343Z NOV 68 .. ..l.~n.IJ er ~a..:.l!>L_ --~ 

R 'ffi."'/..!.b_ ,, ARA Drrre Ll.•l'f•Ol 
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HERE IS F JRTHER EVIDENCE OF THE CONTINIJIN'3 ACTIVITY OF THE 
~LADY .i ITH SOUTH VIETNAM SE EMBASSY OFF IC !AL S. 

LN (~f2!1BA SSY OF VIET Afl1 
r.ITF:RNAL SECURITY - VIETNAM 

ON NOVE~JIER T~ENTY SEV~N INSTANT, A SOURCE , WHO HAS 

FURNISHED REL !ABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, REPORTED THE 

fllLLO' ING INF'ORMATION: 


ON THE SAME DATE, ~RS . ANNA CHENNAULT CONTACTED RS. 
rno~G ' SFCRETARY TO AMBASSADOR BUI DIEM , EMBASSY OF VIETNAM , 

SHINGTON , D. C. C DCl . TRONG INFOR ED CHENNAULT THAT 
SW. , TRONG , H~D JIJST RECEIVED A TELEGRt\M FROM THF AMBASSADOR 
(0 !EM) , SA YING TH~T HE WOULD RETURN THE BEG INN ING OF NEXT 
~F~ , BUT NO SPECIFIC DAY dAS MENTIONED . CHENNAULT TOLD 
lRONG TO TELL THE AMBASSADOR UPON HIS RETURN BECAUSE 
CHENNAULT HAD A ME SSA GE F"OR HIM . 

ON THE SAME DATE , CHENNAULT ALSO CONTACTED NGUYEN HOAN , 
OOUN5"ELOR , EMBASSY Or VIETNAM , woe , ADVISIN6 THAT SHE HAD 
9JME MESS4GES rOR HOAN AND HOAN AGREED TO MEET CHENNAULT 
AT H::R RESIDENCEY , APARTMENT ON FOUR ZERO rouR NORTH, 
JctTERGATE APARTMENTS , llDC , AT SIX P . M., THIS DATE . 

Of CJ.A~".t U: 1 • 
.. othoor, _NL J:_f!.m..I___ 

DTG I?. 7?343Z NOV 68 
] Qi,.,/ .. AP ." r~.. .J:j·ll 
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E:1s~ 
'PROM flRO!ftLE'l SMITII c__ 
10 lH!: F'RESIDEN'I 

Here is further evid ence of the contin\ling activity of the Lady 
with South Vietnamese embassy officials. 

(Repeat the attached 111c&•agi1) .....---.... 
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hf. CE IVEO 

WHCA 

1968 NOV '?..7 21 48 

S! CRET • ~o f0REIG» Dissg~ I MAT IOW 

EMBASSY OF VIETNAM 
INTERNAL SECURITY - VIETNAM ·d at 

~ 
ON NOVEMBER TWENTY SEVEN I NSTANT, A SOURCE, WHO HAS I c:x 

)>­FUR NI SHED RELIABLE INFORM AT ION IN THE PAST, REPORTED THE -t"""FOLLOWING I NFORMATION: .... -""oxON THE SAME DATE, MRS. ANNA CHENNAULT CONTACTED MRS. - Zo
TRONG, SECRETARY TO AMBASSADOR BUI DIEM, EMBASSY OF VIETNAM, ;I :UC 
WASHINGTON, D. C. CWDC>. TRONG INFORMED CHENNAULT THAT ~ 


SHE, TRONG, HAD JUST RECEIVED A TELEGRAM FROM THE AMBASSADOR Gt 
~
•• °"' <D IEM> , SAYING THAT HE WOULD RETURN THE BEG INNING OF NEXT D

WEEK, BUT NO SPECIFIC DAY WAS MENTIONED. CHENNAULT TOLD .I: 
TRONG TO TELL THE AMBASSADOR•s WIFE THAT CHENNAULT WOULD 
ALSO GO TO MEET THE AMBASSADOR UPON HIS RETURN BECAUSE 
CHENNAULT HAD A MESSAGE FOR HIM . 

ON THE SAME DATE, CHENNAULT ALSO CONT ACTED NGUYEN HOAN, 

P~8E TW0 
COUNSELOR, EMBASSY OF VIETNAM, woe, ADVISING THAT SHE HAD 

SOME MESSAGES FOR HOAN AND HOAN AGREED TO MEET CHENNALU.T 

OlT~~A¥i5~~~T~!Nts~R~~~A~N§1~0~~ ~~~0r~~~Ro~~!H,
-ef 7 
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4 1 4 ~ ?~ 11 - 27·5 ~ 
?~IO ITY 
TO I WHIT .. OU5 . 'HTIJl\TIO ~00"1 , ~~ 

v TT • I "' ~ • 0:-JL - Y ~" IT H 

J=' RO!'l I nrR··cro , ~a I 1%g t{QV 27 21 48 

EM BAS 'Y o~ v1-1 l~M 
I 1TERNAl :.J CU ITY - VH:T "JA 

0 '' :1ov . B"'~ TWE 1TY -:- ·~v ':'l I ~3T '" "JT ' A ;JO"~ C: ' WHO HAS = •~ FU~ ·1 -:HF rLt~BL I '· li'~P"1'\TIO'J I N TH£ p~ ;r , ~EPOnT ~D THS I ex
FOLLOW! 'G I NFO ~M TYO I >~ 

ON T HO: 5 'i'IE T - · =t3. A'1~tt Ci.f£ N Lt.T co ~1r ··crEu .R • ....... ~"' 
T RO ' 9 , ·C~ETA... Y T') -1"1B".35 '1)0~ iJ r•J :n ~~ , tl'IBA33Y OF VI ET \1" , .,, ~ ' ' A5U'rnTO • o . c . C't'')C ). Tit ' '3 P'F'O~:'lt~D CH~N 1,;u'LT TH~T s :xJC
f'.''-fr , T:lQ ''1 , H·'[) J'l ' T ~~ c: rv ;;::> r ::L ....Gr. ,, F'10~ TH7 AMBttSSAOOR ~ 
cnr : ... >, ~ AYI "~ r i.nr H: \l'Ql~D ?!:Tlf~S THE B"'f;Jl''N I m C' JEXT Cl' 

~W~t'K 1 ~'IT m ; P.: CIFIC !'\ l\Y VA ) .". TtONr..O . CH!'.:'YNA !LT TOLD •• °"' 
0 7 DT ~O"G TOT - LL T E 843 .... ' "' t!TF -: THAT C'it- ~'lAULT WOULD 


l'! l SO GO TO ... -"'T ! Hf.• A .sAss~no~ ll?t)N HI S FLTll~N a : CAH.,;: ~ 


CHE'• 'A'1.T HD A -;t:;·G: FO ~ ~tr'! . 


ON T ~E 3 '"' Oi'\TF. , CHEN "'ULT l ~o CO ! ACTED NG 17y.::~ HOA ~ . 

OtCf.A.SSU1B> 

\'1r '1orinJY..!:."l 00·1.3;...J ___ 


~h cb /rn !,( ~ARA ~ 

http:NSTl}.NT
http:1"1B".35
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1968 NOV .. 22 f3 

11-26-68 5llPN VXC 
PRIORITY 

TOI VHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOl'I 85 


ATTENTION: ..R. BROMLEY SMITH 

FROMi DIRECTOR, FBI 


- NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION 

EMBASSY OF VIETNAM; INTERNAL SECURITY - VIETNAM 

ON NOVEMBER TWENTY-SIX INSTANT , A SOURCE, VHO HAS 
FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST , REPORTED THE 
FOLLOVING INFORMATION1 

ON THE SAME DATE , MRS. TRONG, SECRETARY TO A"BASSADOR 

BUI DIEM, E"BASSY OF VIETNA" , WASHINGTON, D.C. <WDC>, HAD 

BEEN IN co~TACT WITH MISS LEE, SECRETARY TO "RS. ANNA 

CHENNAULT . LEE STATED PIRS . CHENNAULT WANTED TO XNOW WHEN 

•BASSADOR DIE" VOULD RETURN TO voe. TRONG INFORMED THAT 
DIE" HAD SENT A TELEGRAM SAYING KE WOULD RETURN THIS WEEK, 

BUT DID NOT SPECIFY A T If'llE OR DATE . TROOO ADDED THAT SHE 

VAS NOT AT ALL SURE DIEM VOlLD RETURN THIS WEEK , SINCE SHE 

TMOOOHT HE PJIGKT HAVE TO STOP IN PARIS ON HIS RET~N. LEE 

REQUESTED TRONG TO NOTIFY "RS . CHENNAl.LT AS SOON AS TRONG 

ASC£RTAJNED WHEN DIE~ WAS RETURNING BECAUSE MRS. CHENNAULT VAS 

VERY ANXIOUS TO "£ET WITH HIM . TRONG AGREED TO NOTIFY HER . 

9P- l 

NOFORNE NDU214DSZG 
WH~S QSLZCAP~~~--~~~~-~------_1u~:w.~·-~~~--· 

http:CHENNAl.LT
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EYDONLT 


Mr. Preal6mll: 

TMH ..., Umee - ._ a••tleme• la AU•..•..-• - No9ember Z 
••aa••l M b4 ample Sim. llo ••k• U.• t.i.p-.e ~ ea t:b• LadJ aad 
S.crtttarr .U wtalle la~·· bel•r• ..,......_ fol' ~..... 

rm repori.: 

l:'5 P.M. ES1' -- a.,.rtecl alrpert fer Hiple.. Hljla Sdlool 

J:lS P. M. EST -- a.paned Hl.1ael fflP Sc:Mel fer ltlae 
airport 

J:SO P. M • .EST -- arr1..d al al".fOrl 

•:DO • M. -- aircraft departed tor T..aa 

fte pll-• call te Ille l..A41 wu at l:tl p. •· EST aa4 IO Secretary an 
&t l:55 P• m • .EST. 

.....• 

WW.R:r1-amc 

• ,-.!" ;\\:" 

l")" r • I J 

,urhunn N. CS ff· ·>~--­
& :sf /:rpu •.ARA. ~$' 

EYES OMLY 




Literally Eyes Only 

THE WHITE HOU ~E 

WASHJNOTON 

Friday, Nov. 8, 1968 
7:35 am 

M:r. President : 


First reactions ma}' well be wrong. 


But with this information I think it ' s time 

to blow the whistle on these folks. 


w~ostow 

Literally Eyes Only 



----------
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S969 N!lV 8 07 57 

2~5 AM I l-08-68 ROR 
PRIORITY 
TO: WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM, ATT.: MR . BROMLEY SMITH 02 

FROM z DIRECTOR, FBI 

S i C R E ~ - NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION 

EMBASSY OF VIETNAM 
ON NOVEMBER SEVEN, LAST, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, WHO 

HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, FURNISHED THE 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

IN LATE EVENING ON NOVEMBER SEVEN, LAST, MRS. ANNA CHENNAULT 
CX>NTACT£D VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR BUI DIEM AND ADVISED THAT THE 
MESSAGE ON THAT DATE FROM SOUTH VIETNNIESE PRESIDENT THIEU •vHICH 
OuR eoss· WAS ~RIGHT. SHE ADVISED SHE HAD GIVEN •tHEM. EVERYTHING 
VHEN SHE FINALLY GOT BACK TO HER OFFICE TO CALL, THAT •tHEY• 
GOT THE WHOLE MESSAGE. 

CHENNAUl.T STATED THE PERSON SHE HAD MENTIONED TO DIEM WHO 
IUGKT BE THINKING ABOUT •tHE TRIP• VENT ON VACATION THIS AFTER­
NOON AND WILL BE RETURNING t!lONDAY MORNING AT VH!CH TIME SHE 
VILL BE IN TOUCH AGAIN AND WILL HAVE MORE NEWS FOR DIEM. 

CHENNAULT CONTINUED THAT •tHEY'" ARE STILL PLANNING THINGS 
BuT ARE NOT LETTING PEOPLE KNOW TOO MUCH BECAUSE THEY VANT TO 
BE CAREFUL TO AVOID EMBARRASSING "YOU-, THEMSELVES, OR THE PRESENT 
END PAGE ONE 

PAGE TVO CS b Q A E ~ - NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION> 
U· S. GOVERNftENT. THEREFORE, WHATEVER VE DO MUST 8£ CAREFULLY 
PLANNED. SHE FURTHER ADVISED THAT SHE, CKENNAULT, IS STILL 
Pl.ANNING TO '"GO our- BUT THAT SHE WILL BE DOING so JUST AS 
A FRIEND AND ALSO AS VICE-PRESIDENT OF HER AIRLINES, SO ~HAT 
VOUl.D NOT UPSET ANYTHING. 

CHENNAULT ADDED THAT SENATOR JOHN GOODWIN TOWER HAD 
TALKED TO HER TODAY. TOWER IS PLANNING T10 RETURN SUNDAY AND 
CKENNAULT AND TOWER PLAN TO MEET DIEM '"EITHER MONDAY. · 
GP-I 

()I ( I \ ... ..,.u 11' 

rhunll NLJ:..oo-t.lL-­
r"'!, / [ f!r ~ARA ~I 

END 
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2'15 A'.J l t- 98 - 58 RDR 
PR!OP. ITY 
TO: 	 ~'H !TE HOUS!: SITU AT I ON RO~ '., t\TT.: r•:R . BRO.~LEY 5:ii ITH G2 

FRO·: : 0 ! RECTOR, FBI 

s E e ft= E =1 - NO FORE IGN 0 rss::n r!ATI mJ 
E:.BASSY OF 'l I ET JA:! 

ON tlOVE.lSER S.:IJ £1' ' L AST, A coN-ID£NTl AL SOURCE, ./HO 
HAS FURil!SH!:O RZLI ABLE H J:- O'"'~Uii'lO." H J THE PAS'i" , FURtllSHED THE 
FOLLO''U:G !i:rOUAT!O~I : 

ltl Lr.T£ EVEO li;G Oi' NOV EtfS2R SE'.'Eil, LAST, ~:RS. f1NNA CHEilt!AULT 
CO'.iT ACTE D IJIE.T.IAiES~ A~·IBASSADOR SJ 1 LIEd Alm ,,DV If1ED TH!'.T nc 
iffSSAGE O:l THAT DATE FR"·: SOUTH VIST';' lESE PRESIDEtl1' TH!£UQ' ac·{ 
Oun CJ~:-;" WA S ALRIGHT. SSE AD\.IS.:D s ,: HAD GIVEN "'f}fi-:Li" EV?:R,-tlf!,nr-------­
'JHFt. S . .; rl :J ~LLY GOT B.A C,' TO H-;:f{ 01 ~I c..:: TO CALL, TH f\T "THEY" 
GOT 1: ~ VHOLE MESSAGE. 

C·1'::NNAULT STAT20 TH~ PERSOI" S.·' H~D t:EUTiON£D TO DIEii lfr!O 
ilIGHf ci ~ TH!t:Kifb ftSOUT "TH£ TRI? "JEl!T ON VACATIO~ THIS ,;~"l'ER-
t\00"1 flND W!LL BE RETURi; It:s ao.:D.~ Y tlOP.N I NG AT 1'HICH TIME SHE 
ti I LL 	 8£ I U TOUCH AGAIN AND VILL HA1.' £ riORE NE 1$ rOfl D! F: t . 

CHENrJAULT CO NTINU::D THAT "TH:Y" 1-?.~ STILL PLA: lnr:s THINGS 
BUT ARE ~ OT LETT1[;3 PEOPLE KN01'1 TOO nu:H BECJ\ USE THEY IJAdT TO 
BE: CAREFlJ'_ TO AVOID E l BARRASSit:3 "iOU' , THE I SELVES , O~ TH2 PP2S2N'i
END PAGE ONZ 

PAG~ 	T WO CS-£ e Pt! To ... ·:o FO?.SIG1 orss::H NATIO;;) 
u. s. GOVER N:J £UT. THERE?01E, 'Jii;. :~ v2; 1.;:: DO 'JU ST B~ CAR;::fuLLY 
PLA m:o. SH: FURTH~R AD'!ISED T .~.::.: s ·"! , CH:r~l~ULT, IS STILL 
PLAN.1! i~3 TO " GO·.OUT" BITT r .. ~1 s·~ ::: ':LL o! DO!HG so JUST AS 
A FRIE ND A:lD ALSO AS vrc::- P.\:S:LJ::;rr o: H:R AIR... I ~•.::s, so I H.-iT 
WO lJl_O NOT U?S!:T A~JYT HH:3 . 

" CHE HAU:..T ADD::D TH A1 SSt~ATO~ JOH~~ GOOD'J! ' I i O''E:R HA O 
TAL··:::o TO HER TODAY. TO' SR IS FL;~: ~:!i '3 TC F.!:iUf? ~ S ..,,O YA;.J D 
CHE :NAULT AND TO ~ ER PLA.i TO :1ZET DI~:il " £17H ~R M01IOMY• " 
GP-1 

.. ­
"'-> '.Jr r 

.r 	 ­";';:: .... 	 -,-. r- ... 

~ c;.r .. ... 
E~!D 



-SEGREJ NOFORN121'5 Pll 11•7-CI NSJI 
lllllDIATE 

TO I TH! WHITE HOOS! SITUATION ROOll •4 
An. 1 llR. BROIL!Y SlllTll. 

P'ROlll DIRECTOR, '81 

f!&CllSI • IO rDREill DISS!IIIATIOI> EllBASSY Of%a tllY 7 17 ,.YIETIAlll llT!RIAL SECURITY - VIETIIAI. 

01 ll)Y!llBER SEYD, INSJ'AllT, A COllFIDEllTIAL SOlllCE, 
WlfO HAS ruRIJSNED RELIABLE IIFOlllATIOll II Tiii Pasr. 
P'URllSlllED TU POU.OVll8 11'1)JmATIOll 

01 JISTAllT DATE, NRS. TRO•, EllBASSY or •m•M. 
IASMJll8TOl 9 D. C. <VDC>• COITAC?ED •RS. AlllA CHIDAILT, WO 
MAD RUdUIED TO IDC, AID STATED TllAT VIETIAIESE AEASSADOR 
8 UI Dilll DESIRED TO INOW WHAT T IllE BRS. CHEllAtl.T IOULD BE 
COll"8 TO SE! Hll. !IRS. CICEINAOLT ADVISED THAT SHE HAD TO 
IAll A Fii !llPORTAllT TELEPHONE CALLS BEFORE SHE Q>d.D Q)IE, 
AID WOULD ARRIVE AT THE VIETIAIESE .EIBASSY AROlllD TVELYE 
o•a.ocx IOOW OR TWELVE THIRTY P.11. TKIS DATE. IRS. CHEINAtLT 
ADVISID J'dtTllER THAT SU IAD TALllD TO •111• VERY LATE Wlllll 
m CME IACI. tlRS. CISHAtl.T REcnasrm TIAT AIBASSADOR 

PA8E TIO C9!0Rll - NO FOR!l8R DISSElllATIOI> 
Dl:!fl IE ADVISED THAT SHE, IRS. CllEllA1LT MAD IEEI 
T Al.II• TO •rt.oRIDA• MD 11AS TO llAIE A jh OTHER CALLS BEPOR! 
SHE CAI IOVE. 

THE SOURCE AD91S£D THAT StlSSEQUEflTLY 01 lllSTAl1' DAT!, A 
IEPRUllTATIVE 01 THE VIETllAIESE lllBASSY llAD! RESIRYAT ro•s row 
011 TllRTY P.M. INST UT DATE, AT THE LE NOVEIQ\L REST'AURA1f1' • 
TWELVE THIRTY ro~_i TVEllTIETll STREET. "· v • .L. voe, ft)R 
AllBASSADOR DID AND ONE OTHER PERSOll CPOSSlllL Y ARIA 
CllEINAll.T>.
ar-1 

OEC SWIEO
R ' Qfin NLJ' go ·t.)I 

fh<''hbl:l "All.A ()M 1t-l'l·d 



WHITE HOUSE 2 . .C/StTL ·10N RO OM 

SESREl NOf OR~ ­
637 PM 11-7·68 EFH '68 MCN 
PRIORITY 
TO WHITE ROUSE SITUATION ROOll, ATT. a !R. BROMLEY SMITH 1f68 NOV 7 23 40 
FRON DIRECl'OR FBI 

~ E C A e T •NO FOREI8N DISSEMINATION 

EllBASSY OF VIETNAM 

ON NOVEMBER SEVEN, INSTANT, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, Wll> 
HAS F~NISHED RELIABLE INFORfllATION IN THE PASI', FURNISHED 
THE FOLLOWl119 1 

ON INSTANT DATE llRS. ANNA CHENtlAlLT COtn'ACTED VIETNAllESE 
A!BASSADOR BUI DIEM AND ADVISED THAT SHE HAD IADE ·co11Acr 
ALREADY• AND WOULD CONTAct THE AllBASSADOR LATER. 
GP-I. 

END 



eivcd: Washington CommCe.n 
11:26 AM F.ST Wednesday 06 NOV 1968 

Recciv : LBJ Ranch CcmmCen 
lliOS AM CST We nes a.y o6 CJV 1968 

EEA730 
00 WTEIO 
DE WTE 4273 

FROM WALT ROSTOW 
10 THE PRESIDENT .._.:-..-.~~~ 
CITE CAP82723 

SENSITIVE LITERALLY EYES ONLY 

OVEM BER 6 , l 968 

HERE ITH T 0 fURTKER REPORTS. 

1. ON OVEMBE f IVE , INSiANT , MRS. AN A C fl AULT !Sl E 
HER VOTING PRECINCT , !HE INVESiMlNT BUILDING Al FIFTEENTH AND 
K STREETS , l • W. , •ASHINGTON, O. C., AND THEREAFTER JOURNEYED 
TO NEV ¥0 K CITY, NE YORK . 

AS OF SEVE FORTY- FIVE P. M. INSTANT , CHENNAUL AS or 
REGISTERED AT WALDORF ASTOR!~ HOTEL , NE YORK , IEW YORK . INQUIRY 
UNDER SUITA LE PRETEXT DETER~INED THAT CHENNAULl WAS IN HOTEL 
JN SUITE IN AREA Or IXON PARTY AWAITING TO DESCEND BALLROO~ . 

2 . ON OVEftlBER FIVE, LAST 1 A CONF' IDENJ !Al. SOURCE HO HAS 
FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED THAT 
VIETNA~ESE AMBASSADOR BUl DIEM, WASHINGTON , O. C. CON~ULTED 
MRS. BARBARA HlLLIPS AND MR . RUFUS PHILLIPS C OTH PHONETIC> , 
NOT fURTH£R lDENTlFlED ITH REFERENCE TO PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS 
IN TH U. S. 01£ STATED HE AS KEEPING HIS FINGERS CROSSED 
ou~ TO HIS EMOT10NAL INVOLVEMENT . DIEM ADDED THAT lT IS 
tECESSARY TO GO THROUGH THIS T~ST ClH~ ELECTIONS> BECAUSE 
EVERYONE KNO S THAT IT ClHE UES1ION OF VlETNA > SHOULD GO 
THROUGH THIS TESPGM PHILLIPS AGREED SlATING IT lS ALSO NECESSARY 
TO HAVE THE TEST PLAC D IN THE COnnECT PSYCHOLOGICAL FRA £WORK. 
DI~ STATED THAT lT SEE S THAT VICE PRESIDENT HU PHREY KNO S 
THAT THE JNCLI ATIO S FRO, SAIGON, AT LEAS FROM THE POLITICIA S 
OUTSlD , IS FOLKPRESIDENTlAL CAN IOATE lXON A D OT FOR 
HUMPHREY; AND SHOULD KE CRUMPHREY> IN IT OULD BE RATHER 
DlrrlCULT FOR THE VIETtAMESE OVER TH£RE. PHILLIPS OPENED 
THAT "SOMEBODY.. JUST WROTE HUMPHREY- S SPEECH AND HUMPHREY 
READ IT lTHOUT THINKING. DIE~ STATED THAT IN SPITE OF HIS 
RESPECT FOR HUMPHREY THAT HE <Dl~M> HAD TO SIDE WITH THOSE 
PEOPLE WHO GAVE THE VIETNAMESE 1HE f·AXl UM OF CONOlTlOt.S. 

RUFUS PHILLIPS IS POSSIBLE IDENTICAL WITH RUfUS COLFAX 

PHILLIPS 11I, PRESIDENT or AIRWAYS ENGINEERING CORPORAllOr I 


ONE T 1 0 FJVE ZERO CONNEC11CUT AVENUE , N. W. , SOR AUGUS1 

1EN, NINETEEN TWENTY NIN. AT MlODLETO t , OHIO, MARRIED TO 

BARBARA ELEANORA PHILLIPS, SO JU E SIX1EEN, NINETEEN THlRTY­

FOUR AT SANTIAGO , CHlLE , BOTH RES! EING AT SIX FIVE !~O ZERO 

RIDGE STREET , l'lC LEA 11 IRGINlA . PHILLIPS REPO TEDLY 

TRAVELED ABROAD IN I ETEEil SIXTYSIX AND NltttTEEEN SIXTYSEVEN 

AS CONSULTANT ON VlETNA~ MATTERS. 


DTG 06l626Z NOV 68 

L) o\ l1 
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SBORE':f· -SJ-::NSlTIVE November 6, 1968 

~0M WAbT ROSlOW' 

f'ett l HE PJ<ESIDEH'£ :bl'f'ERALlsY EV 86 9f1f:l<J¥ 

Herewith two further reports. 
• 

o£TERMl~DTO BE AH 
A.OMINt~TRATIVE MAfMlNG 
E.O. 12'".sl. E.EC 1. ( ) 

BY :JIJ iJ CN 81:/!Y 
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11t:1 VBt118'AIM1H?EtHi1 Htntwut·aMft1iPlf'P'DtlHWi•u 
I STREETS, N. V., IASKIN8TON, D. c., AID TREREAnER .JOURIEYED 

TO REV YORI cnY, NEI YORI. 


AS or S!IEI FORTY-FifE P.11. IllSTAllT, CERAILT IAS IOT 

REIIS!EIED AT VALDORr ASTORIA HOTEL, IEV YORI, 11!1 YORI. INQUIRY 

UllJER SUITABLE PRETEXT DETERllillED THAT CllElllAILT VAS II HOl'EL 

Ill sunE II AREA or NIXOI PARTY AVAITI• TO DESC!llD BALLR009. 
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EMPIA33't BF ¥ I!'f ffAM 
i:2.;t)ON NOVEMBER FIVE, LAST , A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WHO HAS 

FURNISHED RELIABLE INFOR~ATION IN THE PAST, ADVISED THAT 
VIETNAMESE A BASSADOR BUI DIEM, ~ASHINGTON, D. C. ~~PS' CONSULTED 
MRS. BARBARA PHILLIPS AND l'lR. RUFUS PHILLIPS CBOTH ?HONET lC> , 
t-IJT FURTHER IDENTIFIED ITH REFERENCE TO PRESIDE TIAL ELECTIONS 
IN THE us• .DIE~ STATEP HE WAS KEEPING HIS FH1GiRS CRos;e:o
DI.Ji: TO HJS FMQTTONA1 INVOIVF!FNT. DIEM ADDED THAT IT IS 

CESSARY TO GO THROUGH THIS TEST CTHE ELECTIONS> BECAUSE 
EV~RYONE KNOWS THAT IT CTHE QU::STlO OF VIETNAM> SHOULD GO 
THROUGH THIS n:sr . PHILLIPS AGREED STATI G IT IS ALSO NECESSARY 
TO HAVE THE TEST PLACED 1 THE. CORRECT PSYCHOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK. 
DIE~ STATED THAT IT SEEMS THAT VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY KNOWS 
THAT THE INCLINATIONS rROM SAIGON, AT LEAST FROM THE POLITICIANS 
~ rz;:;:; " a2 eiOf 

P.AGE TJefQ ( £ E 0 R ! T = r~o !'Oft! !(!;H ?H!:?J!"1 :U'AT ION> 
OUTSIDE, IS FOR PRESIDENTIAL CANDlDATE ~JXO AND 'OT FOR 
HU!'lPHREY; AND SHOULD HE CHU PHREY> I IT WOULD BE RATHER 
DIFFICULT FOR THE VIET A E~ OVER THERE. PHILLIPS OPI ED 
THAT "SOMEBODr JUST WROTE HUMPHREY ' 5 S?EF.CH A D HU PHREY 
READ IT lTHOUT THI Kl G. D.JE SIAI'Q THAI TN ~PIU: Of HIS 
fi.ECPECI ~GR-Ht~PHR~Y THAT H~ (DTE~> HAD TO SIDE WIIH THOSE 
:e.£0PbE WHO GAV& THE V lfTNA~ESS:- THE MAXI l1 OF CONOITIO S. 

RUFUS PHILLIPS IS POSSIBLY IDENTICAL \ftTR RUFUS C"llLFAX 
PHILLIPS Il I, PRE: SIDE NT OF AIRWAYS E 1GIN!=:ER 1 ,G CORPORATION, 
ONE TtirO FIVE ZERO CO~' ~ECT ICUT AVENUE, • W., ~ ROR AUG ST 
TEN, NINETEE TWENTY I 1E AT MIDDLETON, OHIO, ARRIEO TO 
BARBARA ELEANORA PHILLIPS, BORN JUNE SIXTEE ~, NI ETEEN THIRTY­
FOUR AT SA TIAGO, CHILE, BOTH RESIDI G AT SIX FIVE TWO ZERO 
RIDGE STREET, MC LEA , VIRGINIA. PHILLIPS REPORTEDLY 
TRAVELED ABROAD IN NINETEEN SIXTYSIX AND l ETEEN SlXTYSEVEN 
AS CONSULTANT O~ V!ETNA MATTERS. 

Ul J 

,uriwon.J\[tJ" oQ.:_UJ 
~ t: bqW ic.AKA. U.. i1·!7·•0 
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F'ROll MALT V ROSTOW 

TD THE PRESIDENT 

CITE CAP82683 


..$-2-- C II r "f SENSIII V£ EYES ONLY 

DELIVIR DIRECT TO THE PRESIDENT 

F:ROI VALT ROSTOV 

tilOV£ft8£R 4, 1968 

1 KAVE JUST RETURNED FiROM A llEETUIS OF OVER AN HOUR VITK 

SEC. RUSK AMO SEC. CLIFFORD ON THE CHIMA RATTER. 


1. WITH RESPECT TO TKl PASSAGE OF THE TRANSCRIPT WHICH I HAD TKDI 
READ, THEY A8RIED TMAT llJXON A~PEAR£D CLEAR IM MIND THAT THE TAl.XS 
ll&HT llOT BUIN ANO YOU HAD llADE CLEAR THAT THEY llI6HT NOT BF.Giii. Vt 
NOTED, MOV£VER, THAT THE IUEDIATELY FOLLOVINB STATitlENT COUU> KAVE 
lllDUCEO so•E FURTHER All818UITY WHICH lllXOI DID NOT FOLLOW UP AT THE 
TI•E1 QUOTE DIC19 THE TALKS VILL BE HEl.D. WE HAYE A FlRI ABR£tll£HT 
THAT JKE NORTH VIE1'NAllESE WILL BRiiia THE NLF 111 AID THE SOUTH 
VIETMAllESE VlLL BE PERIUnm ro ATfEMO. DID QUOTE 

2. WITH RESPECT to ICCLOSXEY, PURSUANT TO YOUR INSTRUCTIONS 
SIC. RUSI AID SEC. CLIFrORD AGREED TO IMStaUCT Hiii TO SAY TO SAVILLE 
DAVISa QUOTE OBVIOUSLY 1•1 NOT 80JNQ TO 8ET IllTO THIS KIND OF 
THUie IM ANY VAY, SHAPE OR FORll. DID QUOTE. HI VAS SO INSTRUCTED 
JN THE PRESENCE OF THE TVO SECRETARIES AID llYstLr • HAVll«J RETURMED 
TO llY OFFICE, I HAVE JUST RECEIVED A REPORT 1101 llCCLOSXEY ON HIS 
llTERVIEV VITH SAVILLE DAVlS. SAVILLI DAVIS BEGAN BY SAYill81 QUOTE 
I ASSUIE YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE 10 COlllEJIT 01 THIS. END QUOTE. HI 
fHEM SHOVED llCCLOSIEY THE STORY VHICK WAS Al.Olla THE LIBS FAllILIAR 
TO YOU. THE STORY VAS HEADED BY BEVERLY DEEPEs QUOJJ: THIS ltUST 
BE CKICl£0 VlTH THE MIXON PEOPLE BEFORE PUBLICATION. END QUOTE 

SAVILLE DAVIS VOLU11TEERED THAT HIS NEWSPAPER WOULD C£1TAillLY 

NOT PRIIT THE SJORY IN THE FORB IN VHJCN IT WAS FILEDI BUT THEY 

IIBK? PRIIT A STORY VNICK SAID THIEU. ON ffISOVN, DICID'll> to 
HOLD OUT UlftlL AFTER THE ELECIJOR. 

lllCIDEllTALLY, THE STORY AS FILED IS STATED TO BE BASED ON 

YlETIAllESE SOURCES, Am> llOT U.S., IN SAIBOI. 


3. VllH RESPECT to iKE BODY or INF'ORllATIOM THAT VE llOV HAVE 

AVAlLABl.E, ALL THI££ 01 US MREED TO TKE FOUOVUI& PROPOSITIO)IS1 


-- THE INrCIUIATIOll SOURCES BUST BE PROTECTED AMO llOT 

INTRODUCED INTO DOllESTIC POLIT1CS. 


•• EVEN VlTH THESE SOURCES, THE CASE IS NOT OPEN AID SHUT. 

OI THE QUESTIOM or THE •PlJILic•s RI8N1' TO POW,· SEC. RUSX VAS 

VERY SIRON& 011 THE FOLLOVllM POSITlON1 VE BET IIFORllATJON LIXI 

THIS EVERY DAY 9 SOH OF lT ViRY DAIA81118 to AlllRICAN POLITICAL 

naURES. VI KAVE ALWAYS rauN THE VIIV THAT WITH R!SPECH TO 

SUCH SOURCES THERE IS NO PUBLIC •RIGHT TO ICIOV. • SUCH IllFORllATION 

ts COLLICTED SllPLY FOR THE ~POSES OF NATIOIAL SECURITY. 


•• SO FAR AS THE INFORIATIOll BASED OM SUCH SOURCES IS COllCIRllED, 
&L. THIEi or us AGREEDI (A) EVEN IF tHE StORY BREAKS,~ It VAS JU06ED 
too LATE to HAVE A SI8NIFICANT IBPACT 01 THE ELEc:t1011. <B> THE 
VIABILITY OF THE IAN D..!CTED AS PRESIDEWI' VAS INVCLVED AS WELL 
AS SUBSEQUENT RELATIONS BETVEDI HJB AID PRESIDEMT JOIOISON. <C> 
TMER&FORE, THE COllllON RICOllllENDAflON VAS THAT VE SHOULD NOT 
EllCOURASE SUCH STORIES AND HOLD TIBHT THE DATA VE KAVE. 



lllEDIATD.Y rou.ov1• IS A 1\IRTHIR ITU VHICH JUST ClllE Ill. 
<I ASSUIE THAT IUI 0111 BRO•lll 11111 I• TO TILL 1111 aoat 
SAVILLE DAfIS• VlllT.> 

8UOTI 
01 TU IORlllll or llOVllmII rom, llllltlU SllTYIJ8Ht__! 

••· AIMA ClllllA&T TIAflLID II .. LlllCCLll COITlllUTAL ROI m IUIKllCI TO t• WllTIAMDl DmASST WHIRi SU IDAllllD 
FOi APPIOlllATD.1 ?II.ITT llllUfU Am> TJIDIAFTll ftld' TO IOOll 
two ZDO '~!~.i_snana ZDO on, PllllSYLVAllA AVllUE, 
aRIIVI• lllHnl.Y anlR ILIVEI All. 

IOOll TWO ZllO r1n, SIVlllTD• zao 0111 PIJllSTLVAllA 
AVllUI II U...llD, HOWDIR, PIETUT llHIUllJ OF A llUllY 
0'71CI D.JCITID llSPOISI TllAT ROO• no ZERO FIVI II A llXOI 
orr1e1. 

A SOUICI VMO HAS P'UlllSllED lllLlAIU lllJ'ClllATIOI JI 
TIE PAST aDflllD TllAT AT ILE'Ell T•ITYFlll All, A UPIUUTATIVE 
OI TllE VlltlAllUI EllBASSY TALllD WITH IRS. CKllllAULT AllD SAID 
THAT THI AIBASIADOI WOULD Liii TO SIE IRS. CUlllAULT Ill 
Tll OR r1rnu IJIUTIS. IRS. CNDllAtn.t ITATID Siii COULD 
II IEAClllD AT TEUPllOll ..... TWO 1111 lllHT 118 zao 
Oil 111. 

SHORTLY ana IOOll, IRS. CKllllAUL:T DIPARTID SIVlllTIU 
ZERO o• PUtlS1LVAllA AVlllUl •• PROCUDID flA CAB to THE 
'UTIAllUI U8AISJ WUU Siii REUlllD Felt APNOXllAULY TEii 
UllUtll. UP.Oii LhVI• TU YJITllAllUK &18Alft, SD IALllD 
TO TU CKlllS& DIASSY, TWlllTTt•D II.DD llASSAClllUTTS 
AVlllR, AIJllfl• TllLWI TVlllTY Pll. 

A nco• SOUICE VllO llAS FUUISlllD ULIABLI I••MTlml 
11 tlll PAST aDVIBD THAT AT TWILVE T•EITYOlll Pl A UPRESlllTATIU 
or ta CIURSI lalASSY &••1111> A CAB. TU SAD SOURCE ADVISED 
TJIAT SEVEDL IU..US utu. os. CKUllAULT COITACTID HEii OWi 
orr1c1 STATI• THAT SU WOULD COi[ to 1111 or.r1c1 II A rn 
IIIUTES. 

A CAB PICXID UP IRS. CHEllAULT SHORTLY AFTD TWILVE 
t1111n Pl AllD TOOi HER TO tHE I•VEST•ut BUILDI•, 11n1n 
ILEYU I STRUT, NORTHVEst. 

A THIRD SOURCE VII> MAS JURlllSHED RIJ.IABLE 
JIFORIATJOtl Ill THE PAST ADVISED THAT TIL'EPKOll •IBIR 
no IIllE lllHT lllllE zuo OIE Sll IS LISTED ro Tiii vo11111•s 
ADVISORY CODittll_i_SUITE TDI rORTYTVO, IllVESTIWIT BUil.DlllS,
nnu• U.IVEM I n11DT, NORTHWEST. AllD IS All AUllLIMY 
LllE FROll A PIIVATI IRAllCK EXCllAlllE <SWITCHBOARD> AT 
SIVUTIU ZDO OllE Pl•SYLVAllIA AVIIUE, NORTMWUT. IT JS 
#f Ull..ISTID ••a. 

Tiii roarnvo llVUTIEllt BUILDI• IS TU O,.,JCE or 
TU CLAJH L. CJIUIAILT IOUllDATJOI. 
Ill> 8UOTE 

ora 142214Z MOVE•U lt68 




.g;JMR-::::-,-:ttrtERNAt SECU!Uff 

345 PM l 1·4·68 RDR 1%3 ' v 4 20 50
Illfl!DIATE 


Tit VH ITE fl> USE ITUAT ION ROOl!I, ATT. 1 ftR. BROllLEY SllITH 85 

..ttofl I DI £CfOR, f8 I 


ll-f-Willll 

/)IJ 18 ON TKE llORNINB OF MOVERBER FOllt, NI TEE• SJXTYEllllT, 
llRS. AMHA CMENNAd.T TRAVELED Ill HER LtlCILll CDNTillERAL FROll 
MEii RESIDIMCE TO THE VIE ESE DIBASS't VKEJIE SHE I Ilf_.E.P 
POR AP O :H I IM ND TH lH:inER WEMJ' TO ROOft r 
•O ZERO FIVE, SEVENTEEN ZEltO ONE, PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, /{,,,,,¥, 0 5 f''lO I ~---~ 

ARR1VIN8 	 St«>RTLT AnER ELEVEN Alt. 

ltOOflJ TVO ZERO 1'JVE, SEVENTEEN Z£RO ONE PENNSYLVANIA 


AVENUE IS UllM RIED, HOVEY£R, PRETEST INQUIRY OF A NEARBY 

O"ICE ELICITED RESPONSE THAT OOR TWO ZERO FIVE IS A NIXON 

or ct. 

A URCE WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORllAT ION Ill 

THI PAST ~VISED THAT f E EVEll TH F VE All REPRESENTATIV£ 

OF THE Vl!TNMES£ 8ASST TALKED WITH llRS. CH£HNAUL 
·------- ­

A THIRD SO~CE Vtl> HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE 
10R!ATION IN THE PAST ADVISED THAT TELEPHONE NUllBER 

TWO NINE EIGHT NINE ZERO ONE SIX IS LISTED TO THE-=.111t.:.:ll~...::.-
ADVISO llllIT.I£E. SUITE TEN FORTTTVO, INVESTBEllt BUILDINB. 
'FIJTEEN ELEYEN I STREET• NORTHWEST• AMD JS AN AUXILIARY 
LIME FRO" A PRIVATE BRANCK EXCHAllBE <S11ITCK80ARD> AT 
SEVENTEEN ZERO 0 E PENMSTLVANIA AVENUE, IORTHVEST. IT IS 
AN UNLISTED NUllBER. 

TE" roRTYTVO INVEST"ENT BUJU>IllG IS THE OF,ICE or 
TH'E a..AIRE L. CKENNAll.T FOUNDATION. £NI> ~ TE. 

I 
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INT!RMAL SECURITY • Vl!TllMI. 

01 llORNIN8 or 11091111!1 JOlll lllSTAMT' ••s. ••• CllAll 
CllEIRIAULT VISITED THE E•ASST or ftET•A• ... THIRTY IJllUl'ES.,,_, 
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EEA659 ReceiTed: Wuhington comeCl 
00 WTE10 9108 JIM mT Sa~ 02 NOV 1968 
DE WTE 4183 

ReceiTed r I.BJ llanch C..C• 
FRO" WALT ROSTOW 8131l JIM CST Satll.l"Clq 02 llOV 1968 

TO THE PRESIDENT 
CITE CAP82650 _S£eRET 

•8--£-6 -R- i-. T 

THE NEV MEXICO REFERENCE IAY INDICATE AGNEW IS ACTING. 
TVO REPORTS FOLLOW. 

REPORT ONEa 

ON NOVEMBER TWO INSTANT, A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE, WHO HAS 
FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, REPORTED TKAT 
MRS. ANNA CHENNAULT CONTACTED VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR, BUI DIEM, 

AND ADVISED HIM TKAT SHE HAD RECEIVED A MESSAGE FRO!t HER BOSS 

<NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED>, WHICH HER BOSS WANTED HER TO GIVE 

PERSONALLY TO THE AMBASSADOR. SHE SAlD THE MESSAGE WAS THAT 

THE AMBASSADOR IS TO • HOLD ON, WE ARE GONNA WIN• AND THAT HER 
BOSS ALSO SAID • HOLD ON, HE UNDERSTANDS ALL or IT·. SHE 

REPEATED THAT THIS IS THE ONLY MESSAGE •HE SAID PLEASE TELL 

YOUR BOSS TO HOLD ON.• SHE ADVISED THAT HER BOSS HAD JUST 
CALLED FROM NEW MEXICO. 

REPORT TWO 

THE NOVEMBER ON~, LAST, EDITION OF THE •wASHINGTON POST," 

A DAILY NEWSPAPER IN THE WASHINGTON, D.C. AREA, CARRIED AN 

ARTICLE CONCERNING MRS. ANNA CHENNAULT. THE ARTICLE INDICATED 

THAT MRS. CHENNAULT INTENDED TO PROCEED TO NEW YORK CITY 

WHERE SHE WOULD AWAIT THE ELECTION RESULTS ON NOVEMBER FIVE,
NEXT, WITH PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEE RICKARD M. NIXON. 

ON NOVEMBER TWO, INSTANT, AT SEVEN TEN A.M., MRS. 
CHENNAULT•S CAR WAS OBSERVED IN THE PARKING GARAGE AT 

TVO FIVE ONE Z£RO VIRGINIA AVENUE, N.W. 


AT ONE FORTY FIVE P.M., SHE DEPARTED HER RESIDENCE AND 
ENTERED TKE AUTOMOBILE. IT WAS BEING DRIVEN BY HER CHAUFFEUR 

AND PROCEEDED TO THE BALTIMORE• WASHINGTON PARKWAY WHERE IT WAS 

LAST OBSERVED HEADING NORTH AT TWO FIFTEEN P.M. 

ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE WITH THE NEW YORK OFFICE OJi 
THE FBI FOR THEM TO OBSERVE THE CAR EN ROUTE AND TO 
UNDERTAKE DISCREET SURVEILLANCE WITH REFERENCE TO HER 
ACTIVITIES WHILE IN NEW YORK. 

PRESERVATION COPY
DTGa 030208Z NOV 1968 

.. 




11-33 PM 11-3-68 LRC 
PRIORITY 
TO: WHITE MOUSE SITUATION ROOM, ATT.: MR. BROeLEY SMITH 001 
FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI 

S...E e ft ! T - NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION 

EMBASSY OF VIETNAM 

NO INDICATION ~RS ANNA CHENNAtn..T PROCEEDED TO NEV YORK 
EVENING OF NOVEMBER TWO, SIXTYEIGHT BUT RETURNED TO RESIDENCE 
IN WASHINGTON, D. C. WHERE SHE R.Ef'!A INEO UNTIL EVENING OF NOVEMBER 
THR[[, SIXTYEIGHT. 

ON NOVEfllBER THREE, SIXTYEIGHT, "RS ANNA CHENNAULT DEPARTED 
TWO FIVE ONE ZERO, VIRGINIA AVENUI>, N.V., IN HER CAR, WHICH SHE 
VAS DRIVING, AT APPROX1"ATELY EIGHT ZERO FIVE P.". SHE DROVE 
DIRECTLY TO THE APEX THEATRE, FOUR EIGHT ONE THREE, MASSACHUSETTS 
AVENUE, N.w., WHERE THE "OTION PICTURE, ·r1NIAN·s RAINBOW- IS 
SHOVING, ARRIVING AT APPROXI!ATELY EIGHT FOURTEEN P•• SHE 
VAS ACCOMPANIED BY AN UNIDENTIFIED MALE, APPROXIMATELY FIFTY FIVE 
YEARS OLD, FIVE FEET NINE INCHES TALL, GREY HAIR, STOCKILY BUILT, 
WITH BROAD SHOlLDERS. SHE DEPARTED THE APEX THEATRE AT NINE FIFTY 
FOUR P. "· AND R£TURNED TO HER RESIDENCE. ARRIVING THERE AT TEN 
ZERO 	 EIGHT P. • 
END PAGE ONE 

PAGE 	 TWO (9 ! e ft £ r - NO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION> 
A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE. WHO HAS FUNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION 

IN THE PAST, ADVISED THERE HAD BEEN NO ACTIVITY AT THE 
EMBASSY Of VIETNA", WASHINGTON, D.C., AS OF TEN FIFTEEN 
P.M. NOVEMBER THREE, SIXTYEIGHT. 
GP-l 

END Of.(l.ASSlflll> 
uihonn N LS .. oo-.,,3} 

s,!~mv ~ o-ca·it•o 



S~D ?ASE 

~E Twu 

T Ht<.: 

NEW 
QIi 

. .. 

PM 11 2 - 68 Lq c 
PRIOR ITY 

WliITE 
D I ~E 

SY 01" VI 
e4'".o-

-32.. 

5 - 25 

TO: 

FRO!:'! : 


E. 
rw. 

~T~E ~lOV'SMBi;_:q O"JE , L~. ST , ED ITIO N OF THE " WASH INGTO~ POST , " 

A DA I LY N EW ~PAPZR I ~ THE W~SH INGTON , D. C. AqEA , CARR I ED AN 

ARTICLS CO·'lCERN P ·!G MRS . A>.JMA CHENt\lAULT . THE ARTICLE I ND I CATED 

T HAT MR S. CHENNAULT I NTENDED TO PROCE~D TO NEW YORK CITY WHERE 

SHE WOULD AWAIT TliS EL'S CT ION RESULT S O~l NO VEMBER FIVE , NEXT , 

WITH PRSS IDE~ TI ~L NOMIN SE R ICH~RD M. NI XON . 


ON NOV1i;MBER TWO , I NST AN T, AT SEVEN T E~ A. M. , MRS. CHE NNA ULT ' S 

CAR WAS OB SERVED I ~ THE PA~KI ~G GA~AGE AT TWO FIVE ONE ZERO 

VIRG I NI A AVPl US , N. W. 


AT ONE FORT Y FIVE P. M., SHE DEPARTED HER ~ES IDENCE AND 
ENTERED THS AlITOMOB I LE . IT WAS BEING DRIVEN BY HER CHAUFFEUR 
AND P10CEED~D TO THE BALTIMOqE - WASH I NGTO N PAqKWAY WHZ RE IT w~s 
L.~ST o asi;_:q vc-D HEAD I'JG ~oqTH AT TWO FIFTEEN P. M. 

6*~ 

0£ClAS.SlfIEl> 
, orhonn fl l..S oo·13/ 


~'6/ ,.,, a.1 ,.ARA. l>afdL·''''' 

c... E c ~ E T aNO mpf reN DI IS&l!i,. Iltftlif ?e•• r 

ARRANGE~E~TS YAVE BEEN MADt WITH TH E NEW YO RK OFFICE OF 
FBI FO ~ TH EM TO OB SERVE THE CA R EN ROLITE AND TO UNDERTAKE 

D I SCR~~T S UR VEILL~~CE WI TH ijEFERENCE TO HER ACT IV ITIES WHILE I N 
YORK. 

1 
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(! THE WHITE HOUSE 34 
WA S HINGTO N 

) 

SECRB!F- - SENSITIVE 

Friday, November 1, 1968 
8:05 a .m. 

Mr. President: 

Herewith the Lady tries again but 
gets something of a brush off, yesterday 
afternoon. 

Also attached is a significant 

intelligence report from today's 

Washington Post! s society section. 

Key passages are marked. 
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'-" Frldoy, N0t1. l, 1961 THE WASHINGTON POST 

B:r Jim McN&mar-Th1 Washlna:ton Pent 

"I don't waste time on • • • small sums." 

AWealth of Talent 

GOP' s Anna Chennault 

By Marie Smith 
Washln&'ton Poet 8tatr Writer 

Anna Chennault, top 
woman fund-raiser in Rich­
ard M. ~ixon's campaign for 
the presidency, M10n' t ask 
for contributions of $5 or 
$10. The bottom for her is 
$00(). 

"If y.ou <ask :for $5 or $10 
and they turn you down, 
you're embarrassed. 11 you 
uk for $1000 and they turn 
you down, they're cmbar­
nssed," she said In an inter­
view. 

"I don't accept less tlhan 
$500." 

Even larger sums may 
draw a hesitant response U 
0He11ed on conditions at the 
wrong time. A telephone 
caller withan oiler was told 
"$15,000 two weeks ago 
might have been worth the 
trip, but this late, I'm afraid 
•.." she said, her voice 
tN.lllng off Into a laugh. 

The 42-~ar-0ld, Peking­
born w i d o w of ~neral 
Claire Chennault of Flying 
Tiger fame is the most titled 
woman in the :iixon cam­
paign and one most likely to 
be off'ered a post in bis ad­
ministration if he wins. 

"We haven't even dla· 
cussed that," she said. "The 
only thing we're interested 
in now is getting Mr. Nixon 
in the White Hou e." 

Mrs. Chennault Is co. 
chairman of the Women for 
Nixon-Agnew National Advi· 
aory Committee, chairman 
of the Republican Women's 
National Finance Committee 
and vice chairman of the Re­
publican National Finance 
Committee. 

She is one or a select 
group invited to watch the 
election retlll'Dll Tuesday 
night In the Louis XVI suite 
at the Waldorf Astoria with 
top members of the Nixon 
team. 

"I've always been success­
ful in fund-raising, but I 
don't want to give my recipe 
to the Democrats," she said, 
discussing her fund-raising 
iteohnlques. 

But she added, "I don't 
waste time on collecting 
small sums. And -the people 
I ask, I am sure they'lfe 
going to give. You ask peo­

ple separately rather than 
in a group." 

"I mysell give a substan­
tlal amount and I ask ()theiis 
to match it," she said tn 
crisp, accented English. 

Vi 
ce president of the 

Flying Tigers Airline 
founded by pilots who flew 
the China-Burma route with 
her husband in World War 
n, Mrs. Chennault has an 
omce in Nixon campaign 
headquarters on Penn.syl­
vanla ave. but she rarely 
uses il 

She prefers to work in her 
own suite in the Investment 
Building. It is not the Flying 
Tigers• office either. On the 
door ls lettered: General 
Claire L. Chennault Founda· 
tion. 

Inside, she works sur­
rounded by gold-framed 
photographs of hersel! with 
famous people. 

"I itr.avel mostly in a 
man's wol'ld", sbe'said, "but 
no matter Mmat you do, you 
can bo buslness·like and not 
forget you're a woman. The 
men will treat you with 
qignity and kindness." 

She designs her dresses In 
Chinese style wij.b high 
necltli.nes, !form-fitting to ac­
centuate her tiny waist, and 
with the hemlines two 
inches above the knee. 

A chlfion scarf, worn 
across the front of her neck 
and wafting a colorful trail 
behind her as she walks is 
her fashion signature. 

A militant foe of commun· 
ism, she lectures throughout 
the country on Asia, Viet­
nam and "The Asiatic Mind 
and the World Crisis." She 
goes to Asia !our or five 
times a )'ear to lecture in 
colleges and universitie$ 
there and talk with govern­
ment leaders. 
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MR. PRESIDENT: 

The latest on the lady. 
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MEMORANDUM -
T HE WFI ITE HOUSESEG:RBT!SENSITIVE 

WAin IKOTOft 

October 30 , 1968 

) 

Mr. Rostow: 


Mrs . Ch nnault entered the South Vietnamese Embassy at 

3:26 this aft rnoon. 


She was still th"rc at 4:30 . 


6EGRIJff1'SENSl'l'lVE 



Put tha t with the other stuff on that woman. 

LBJ /mjdr 
Nov 8 



INFOR~t.AT!ON 

THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


Wedn e..,daY , Oct. 30 , 1968 
9 :40 a. m. 

LITERALLY EYES ONLY 

MR. P RESIDENT: 

Herewit h the first piece of interest from 
Deke DeLoach. 

vQ~ostow 

-6EGRECfI SENSITIVE attachment 

r\hoo--o-· 
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October '0, 1968-SE-e.R.E~SENSITIVE 

Following from Deke DeLoach: 

Early this morning, approximately 7:45 A. M., Ambassador Bui Diem of 
the Vietnamese Embassy was contacted by a woman who did not identify herself 
but whom he seemed to r<:<.o£ntz·· b} voice. ·11ie· FRI believes this woman to be 
possibly Mrs. Anna Chenault. widow of General Ch r'· Chenault;, The woman 
commented that she did not have ,in opportunity to ta l k with t:he Ambassador on 
10/'l.9/68 inasmuch as there wrrc ::10 many p .. opl·· around. However, she thought 
that perhaps the Amba:lsador would hctvr- some more information this morning. 
The woman then asked what the situati.on i:->. The Ambassador respond~d th.at 
11 just among us'' that hl· <.ould not go into specifics on the telcphonr but some ­
thing ''is cooking.'' The woman then asked it Thailand is going to be the 
representative of both ~outh Vietnam and the Viet Cong to which the· Ambassador 
responded "no, nothing of this sort yet.'' The Ambassador then suggested that 
if the woman had time: tOd:ly :;he should drop b\ and talk with him as time is 
running short. She rcph··d that she would drop by a!tcr the luncheon for 
Mrs. Agnew today. 

http:situati.on
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PROCESSING NOTE 8/1/94 

Documents 1 through 38 were fastened to the left side of the original folder. 

Documents 39 through 63 were loose inside the folder. 
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May 14, 191 3 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

The attached file contains the '.niormation a"~ailable to me and 
(I believe) the bulk of the information a ;ra \ lable to Fresident Tohnson 
on the activities of Mrs. Chenna•.ilt and other Republicans 1ust before 
the presidential election of 1 ') 68. 

As the raw data themselves indicate (and the chronolo~ie s 1 
prepared for the Pres ident on ovember 7 and November 11, Pob1, 
the story falls into three parts: 

the pe ,.iod from October 1 .. to OctooP. r 2 1 , 

the pe n od from October 2 1 to the election, November 5, 

the post-election period. 

From October 17 to October 29 we received diplomatic intellqence 
of Saigon's uneasiness with the apparent break i n Hanoi 's position on a 
total bombing cessation and Y..ith the 1 ohnson Administration's apparent 
willingness to go forward. Th.is was an interval, however, wnen Hanot 
backed a.way from the diplomatic breakthr >ugb of the second weel of 
October . Only towards the end of the month. was the agreement wi th 
Hanoi re-established. As late as October 28, Thieu, des pite the 
uneasiness of which we were aware, told Amb. B unlrer he would 

I t c '\ proceed . as b,e hid agreed about two wpsks sarlie r, I ]
:4 \)t l) .1_______________..._________________~----............ 

In the early morning hours of October 2~ the F resident and his 
ad .... i sers met '""1th Abrams. Before goine to th.at meeting , 1 was 
telephoned at home by my brother, Eugene Rostow. He reported the 
first of his messages from New Vork on Republican strategy -- from 
Alexander Sachs . 

During the meeting with Abrams word came from Bunker of 
Thieu's sudden intransigence. The d iplomatic information previouslr 
received plus th.e information from New York took on new and serious 
siJnificance. 

President Johnson, in the course of October 29, instructed 
B rornley Smith, Exec~tive Secretar1 of the National Securit} Council, 
to get in touch with the Deput·: Director of the FBI, Deke De Loach and 
arrange that contacts b 'f Americans i th the South ViPtnamese Embassy 
in Washington be monitored. 

SANrn.c...wu 

E.O, 12958, Sec. 3 G 

NLJJ?.~ - .<"== 


B •Jlb?L NARA, D:i.u:J,, f:.P! 
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This was done, yieldin.o? the FBI evidence the folder contains. 

Before the election, President ohnson asked Rusk, f" li!ford, 
and me to cons1der the question of whether the sto r} sh~ uld be made 
public. On November 4 v. e recommended unanimously a eainst that 
course on the grounds indicated in para~: raph 3 o! m~· teletypo: report 
to President I ohnson, then at his Ranch. 

President Tohnson a ~ reed. 

Therefore, he continued, as he had s ince October zo, to confine 
his actions to the implications of Mrs. C hennault' s effort for foreicn 
policy. He indicated to Nixon and (probabh) Di r k sen that h~ " as aware 
of 'China Lobby' actint) interfertn~ with peace ne~otiations and '" i~hed 

it to stop. (1 can only vouch personally for his reference durini? the 
conference call u.1 th the three candidates on October 31; but, on the 
basis of President Johnson's later recollections, it is likely that he 
took the matter up more bluntly with Dirksen on November 2 and when 
Nixon called on him at the Ranch on November 3. 

After the election, he actively sou! ht and obtaine d N1xon1 s 
cooperation (via Dirksen1 t n dehverwg the word that the President-elect 
"-"'tshed the South Vietnamese to proceed to cooperate in r ..ovmg towards 
a negotiation \\ i th Hanoi. 

Press clippings reflech ng the incident were collected; and, as 
the file indicates, the matter arose subsequently from time to time. 

So much. b)i way of a brief guide to the {ile. 

* * 
I would only add th.e se personal reflections as of mid-May 1973. 

1 am inclined to believe the Republican operation in 1968 relates 
in two ways to the \ atergate affai r of 1972. 

First. the election of 1968 proved to be ·lose and there v. as some 
reason for those involved on the Republican side to believe tbeir enter­
prise ·~ith the South Vietnamese and Thieu's recalcitrance may have 
sufficiently blunted tbe impact on U.S. politics of the total bombin~ halt 
and agreement to negotiate to constitute the margin of · i ctorv . 

Second, they got away with it. Despite considerable press 
commentary after the election, the matter was never investi :Tated full1 . 
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Thus, as the same men faced the election of 1172, t he re was 
nothing in their previous experience w1th an operation of doubtful 
propriety (or, even, legality to warn them off; and tbere "'ere 
memories of bo"" close an election could get and the possi ble uti lity 
of pressing to the limit -- or beyond. 

\\. . V\. . Rostow 



November 3, 1972 

MR. PRESIDENT: ( f r om Dor othy Territo) 

Your dia r y 	shows: 

Octobe r 16, 	1968 (Wednesdny) 

11:41 	a.m. Confer ence ca ll to Humphrl·y , Walla ce , Ni xon 

(Vietnam s ituati on - White House release on 

repor ted peac~ negotiat i ons) 


1:40 	p.m. Senator Dirksen call~d from Monticullo, I l l i nois 
(no subject i ndica t ed) 

3:27 	p.m. Call to Senator Dirks en a t nir port in Champai gn, Illi noi s 
(re: being asked about a s ta t emen t he i s being report~d 
to have made in n spet•ch tha t Pr csldt-nt will play 
politics wi th peace before e l ection ) 

October 23, 	1968 (Wedn~sday) 

6:02 	p.m. Senator Di r ksen returned the President' s call 
(no subject indicat ed ) 

October 31, 	1968 (Thursday) 

4:09 	p.m. Call to Senator: Dirksen i n Chicar.o 

(no subj e c t i ndicated) 


6:05- 6:21 p.m. 	 Confrrcnce cal l t o Humphrey , Nixon and Walluce 
(re: bombing halt) 

6: 28-6:35 p.m. 	 Confer ence ca ll to Conr.1·cssiona l Leadership 
(Sena tor Di r k.i:.en was i n Chicago) 

Novembe r 1, 	1968 (Yrid~y) 

6:05 p.m. 	 President arr ived a t LBJ Runch 

Novembe r 2, 	1968 (Sa turday) 

9 :18 p. m. Presiden t called s ,,nntor Di r ksen who was i n Chica r,o 
(Secre t .lry Cli f ford ~ugg<.·stcd t he President call 
Sen. Dirksen r e fitorics i;.oing around that ~:txon people 
spreadi ng r umo r s to ""·ni't on peace ncgo t ia t i on!j 

November 3, 	196A ( Sunday) 

1:54 p.m. Richa r d Nixon called t he Presiclcn t from Los Angel es 
(no subject indicated) 

November 5, 196R (f lcction Day) 

http:Dirk.i:.en


November 7, 1968 (Thursday) President returned to WH in ea rly a.m. 

5:47 	p.m. President to Fish Roon for presenta tion of Thanksgiving 
Turkey by s~nator Di r ksen 

6:05 p.m. - 6:26 p.m. Pres ident to Ova l Office wi th Senator Di r ksen 

November 8, 1968 (Friday) 

2:54 	p.m. Call from Senntor Dirksen r e the Senat or ' s t a lk w/ Nixon 
this morni ng , South Vietnam~se reactions ; China lobby ; 
and Saigon delegation to Pa r iu . 

9:23 	p.m. Call from President-elect Richard Nixon, at Key Bi scayne 
(no subject indica t ed) 

November 9, 1968 (Saturday) 	 ~ n ~ A , • Vl.l~ - IV D'l.i,.,.J J NC"'Y. l 

1:30 	p.m. Ca11 from Sen3tor Dirko~n 


(no subj ect indicated) 


November 10, 1968 (Sunday) 

9:06 	p.m. Senat or Dirksen returned t he Pres ident ' s call 

(no subj ect i ndicc t ed) 


November 11, 1968 (~fonday) 

1:14 	p.m. President-e l ect Ni xon and ~rs. Ni xon a rri ved WH 
Lunch, bri c f i ngs 

5:02 p.m. Nixons departed 

November 14, 1968 (Thur s ddy) 

10:56 	a.m. Pr~sidcnt t e l ephoned Pr~sidcnt-elcct Nixon i n ~cw York 
(no subject indica t ed) 

4:33 	p . m. Pre!'idcnt t el ephoned President-el ect Nixon i n New York­
(no s ubj<·ct i ndica t ed) 



----
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IWHf.A.r· - 41. y 

£.EA692 iv •Lf ~j 08 
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rP. OM ~ALT WH0$TOW OEC1.ASSIJ<m) 
T0 THE PRiSlD~NT " u rhorinJI (.:3' !O·'l. \ "\.. 
CIT t:: CAP8Z683 . B\ .lD IJ ~0-£~l.1·1 t 

9 E e ~ t: l ·su~s~TIVE 1'..n .. s ONLY 

D£LIV E."{ DI RECl TO THE PRi!.SlDt:l·•T 

FRO~ ~ALT uosro ~ 

NOVEMHER 4 , 196f 

I HAVi J UST RETURNEU FROM A ~tETING Of OVER A~ HOUR WITH 

SEC. rlUSK AND S£C. CLIFFORD ON I ~E Crtl NA ~ATTlH . · . 


1. WITH RESPECT TO 1KE PA~SA~~ OF THE TRANSCR IPT WH IC ri I nAO TriEM 

KE.Au , T11 i.Y AG.r<.C.l:.D ItiAl NIXON APPeArtt..D CL£A1{ 1. N .H rm THAT TH£ TALK~ 


1'1I GHT 1~01 bl.G I N A1'4u YOU KAD MAD£ CLEAi~ THAT ItlE.Y i'I I GHT NOT EEG I N. \r:E 

NO TEC , HO'IJ£Vi!.R , TtiAT T~i.t. : UiMlW l ATt..LY f'OLLOv.t l NB .STATE.MiN1 COULi.) HAV E. 


' I ND UG£D SOM£ FURTHEK Ai'\BIGUI:fY io.!H ICH Nl Xu,'11 !)10 NOT FOLt.OW UP AT Tlit. . 
TI ML : QUOTE DICK , THE TALKS WILL SE HELD . ~£ HAVE A FIRM AGklEM£NT ~' ,,,._. . ....-:"..;,.:ft1A r TH~ 1J011 r H VI ET N A M~~·E wILL i:iR l NG THE. 1-fLF I N AND TH£ sou Tn 

Vlt:T NAM£.:>E. '-' ILL .bf. PEkMI rr ED TO AT TE.ND . E.l4U QCOT E 


2 . WITrl R~SPECT I O· MCCLOSKEY , PUR~UA~t I O YOU~ l ~STRUCTIONS 

SE.C . t\U~K A1W SEC . CL~ffORO Al.3REtD TO I r~STRUCT HI M TO SAY TO SAV ILL E 

D.l\V I S : QUOTE. OblJ l OUSLY I ' M t'ilOT Gvlr'tG TO GET I NTO THI S· Kl\~D OF 

Tli I NG .I r~ ANY WA Y, ShAPt. OR FORM . Ei~D QUJTh. . Kl ~AS SO I SST~ UCTt.D 

l '« THf. Pi~i.:>ENC i:. uF TK£ TWO SE.CRE'f ARH.S ANU t·: YS£LF' . HAV l :~ RETUHNt.D 

TO ;1JY 0 Fr rec.. , l h AVL J UST rt £CE. I VE D A >H. POR T FROM MCCL OSKE. y ui~ HIS 

I NTERVIlW ~I T H SAV ILLE DAVl ti . SA VILL£ DAVI S BEGA~ BY SAYi clG i ~UOTt 

I AS$U(1[ YOU ~' lLL NOT Ol A8Lt. r o CuMltif.NT o~~ THI S . [t.;!) (;UOTt. . HE 

THE~ SHO~lD ~CCLOSKEY fH~ STOR Y ~H I CH WAS ALONC THt LI NES FAK ILI AR 

TJ YOU . f H£ ST-Orl 'f tJAS HEADED ·BY St. VE~LY DEEPE: Ql!OT.t:: THI !; ~U:.1T 

b:. CtH.. ClU.L; ~· If li THE NIXON PiOPLi ~£FOk£ ?U!:lLICATl ON . L\D ~uon: 


SAvlLL~ DAVI S VOL U~1 ~£HED THAT HI S Nl~SPAPER ~UULD C£n TAI NLY 

I.JOT PldNT Li£ Sl OHY H. rm. F01u1 It~ wH l CH IT wA$ .fIL£D ; k$U T THl!:Y 

~IGHT PRI~T A STORY \H l Crl SAl D TK1£U , J~ H I SO~N . D~C ID EC ro 

HJLC our UNTIL AfTi:.k ThE. f..L£CT I ON . 


I ~C I DENT ALLY , I KE STOR Y Ai FlLiD r s STATcD TO &l ~ASED o~ 

V I £T NAl~t!:>i ~OUr<CES , ANj) NO T U.S .,. l N SA I GON . 


' ~ . WITH RlSPECT T0 lttli. bOi..Y Of I N.FOkMA TlON !HAT \WE NOW rlAVl. 
AVA IL AE L£ , ALL THRt..E OF US AGrciED 1 0 THE fb J..L OW! I NG P:<OPOS IT IO N!:> : 

-- THE I ,ffORi'llAT l 01'< SOURCE!::> l1U::>T bE PrlOT~CTED AND NJT 
I NTHODUCED I :-lTO l.hH'ljC.STlC , POLIIlCS . 

-- ~VEN WITH THLSE SOUhC~S , fHl CASE I S NOf .QPEK A~~ SHUT . 
ON T HE QUE51 I O~ OF T tlE .. ,.,UBL IC ' S !HG HT 1-0 KN0\1 ; • SEC . HUSK ¥.'-AS 
VERY STKONG ON TliE FOLLOWING POS I TIO N: \IE. GET I NFORMATION LIKE 
I'tHS EVER Y J AY , SO~H.. OF IT V£R.Y DAMAO U~G TO AMiH I CAN POLIT ! CAL 
FIGURiS . WE HAVE ALWAYS TAKEN Tri£ VI EW THAT WITH fiES PECH TO 
SUCH SOU1'CES IHlrtt. I S . MJ PU :::.LI C .. :<IGHT TO KNO\I . " SUCH 1 :·WOR~ATION 
I S COLLECTEO SV1PLY fOH Ti1t: t>U~?JSES OF i~A{ l v1-.Ai.. ,SC:CuRITY . 

-- SO FAtt AS THE l NFORl•iAT ! UN b~S£D ON SUCH SOURCES I S COrlCE.RN£D , 
ALL TH REE. Of US AGRt.E.D : ( A) t:.VE. N If T HE ST01n BRt AKS , IT WAS J U1JG£D 
I OO LATE TO HAVE A S IG NI FI CA~T I MPACT ON Ttk ELt.CT IO N. Ch ) 'f HE 
VIA~ ILITY OJI THE lt\ AN ELECTED AS PfH.. ~l D£NT WAS I·NVOLVS:D AS WELL 
AS SUBSE.QUifliT f< O.ATIOrJS 8ETf1£E1'4 lfl llJ AND PR!Sl DlHT JO SON., ( C) ... 
?,HERE. FORE , .TH't COMSON RiCOl't~ENDAT I ON ~AS tt{AT. WE Slt0Ul.4Z ~ OT ·· 
E.'NCOURAG£ SUCH S.TaRl~ AHtr· HOLD T l <HiT !HI DATA· W-E MAV..E . -~" ~-

http:INCIDE.Nl
http:APPEAR.ED
http:Slt0Ul.4Z
http:CuMltif.NT
http:f'OLLOv.tl
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<~- llli'Iikl .:i~:~~6.~;~~~~~~.l{i'\~c:.~u:.grt 1~ . 
SAVliLE DAVIS' VI SIT . > 

QUOTi 
ON THE l'WR~ I MS OF ~OV£fll8£R rou.n , ~ l NETEtN SI XTY£I GHT, 

MRS . ANN A Cff[HHAtA.T Tft AijEJ..11) l N ~ Ll WCGLN CONTINENTAL FROM 
KEft ftESIOE~E TO TiiE V lETHAM~S£ LM8AS$Y ~MER~ S~E REMA I NED 
FOR APPROX I MATELY Tti l iiTY N I NUT t.~ A~m T Hlilii.Aft lR Wh.Nl TO kOOll\ 
TWO ZERO Fl Vt , SEViNT t.EN ZE..~O ONE., PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 
ARR IVI NG SHORTLY AFl ER ELEVl.N Al11 . 

ROO~ TWO ZERO FIVE, S[VENTEEN ZEttO ONE P~NNSYLVANI A 
AV~NU £ I ~ UNM ARKED , HOW!VER , · PftETEST l NQUlnY OF A NEA~B Y 
OFfIC£ ELICIT ED R£SPONS£ THAT ROOM TWO ZERO FIV£ IS A NIXON 
OFFI CE . 

A SOURCE WHO HAS f URN ISttlD REL I A~L£ I NFOR MATI ON I N 
TH£ PAST AD VI SED THAT Al EJ.£V£N THrt ITYFIV E Al't , A Rt: Pff£5£NTAT 1VE. 
Of THE VI£t NAMlSE £~BASSY TALXiD WIT H MRS. CHE~NAULT AND SA ID 
l HAT T ~~ AMI ASSAuOR WOULD LIKE TO SEE Mns . CHENNAULT ·IN 
TE N OR FIFlEEN ~l~UT iS . HHS . · CHENNAULT STATED SHE COULD 
B£ Rt.ACHED AT TELEPriONE NUHBE.X TWO NI NE EIGHT NI N£ ZERO 
ONE SI X. . 

SHORTLY AJi'T ER NOON, MRS . CHENNAULT DEPARTED SEVENTEEN 
ZERO ONE PENNS YL VAN IA AV£ NU£ AND PROCE£DED VIA CAB TO TME 
VI£TNAM~S£ EMBASSY WHEH£ SHE Rl~A INED FOR APPROXI MATELY TEN 
~INUT ES . UPON LEAVI NG THi VI ETNAMESE EMBASSY, SHE WALKED 
TO l Hi: CH l H"ESE iMB ASS\' , TW£NTYTHfU.E. i t £V£N .MASSACHUSETTS 
AVl«UE J' ARR IVI NG TW£LV£ TWEN TY PM. 

A SECOND SOURCE WHO HAS FUtUH SriU> Rt.LI ABl £ I !JFOR~AT1ON 
IN THE PAST AD VI SED THAT AT I ~1il.V£ TW£NTYO NE PM A tt£PRESENTATI VE 
OF THE CriI NiSE EMBASSY SUMMONlD A CA8. THE SAME SOURCf ADV I SED 
T H~T SEVEf{AL MI NUTES LATER , MixS . CHENNAULT CONTACTED HER ~N 
OFFICE STATING THAT SHE ·WOUL D COM£ TO H.Eit OFFI CE I N A FEW 
MI NUTES. 

A CAB PICKED UP MRS . CKENNAULT SHOR TLY AFTE.Jl TWELVE 
I HI KTY P~ AND TOOK HU~ TO THE I NVESTMENT BUILDl t<tG , r l.F'T EE.N 
£LEV1!.N K ST:1EET, i~ Ort T HWE5T • 

A THI RD SOURCE i'KO HAS FURNI SHED R.t.L.l ABLE 
INFORMAT I ON I N THE PAST ADVISED THAT T! L£PHON£ ~UMBE~ 
I WO NI NE EIGHT NI NE ZERO ON£ SI X I S LI ST(D TO f Hl ~OMEN • s 
ADV ISOR Y COM:1 ITT££, SUITE TEN FORTYT~O , I NVESTMENT BU ILDI NG ; 
FI fl ti~ Elf.VEN K STREET , NORTHWEST, -AND I~ , AN AUX ILI AR Y 
LINE'. fHOM A PRIVATE BRANCH £XCHANGE ( SW IT CHBOARD ) AT 
SEVENTEEN Z E~O ONE PENNSYLVANI A AVlNUE, NORTHW~ST . IT I S 
AN UNl I ST ED NUMBER • 

I EN FOtHYTWO I NVEST l'tENT BUI LD I NG IS I Hf. OFF I CE. or· 
THE. Cl:.AI RF.: L. CHENNAULT rouNOATI ON. 
t;ND QUOTE 

. JTG i42214Z NO VEMBER l 9i8 
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INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 't L 
WASHINGTO N ___.-­

SECRET- -EYES ONLY 
Thursday, November 7, 1968 - 12:10prr 

Mr. President: 

Herewith a full chronological file 
of the special intelligence items you 
asked for . 

Key passages are marked• 

.CGRE'f'"--EYES ONLY 
OECLASS&RED 

Wtlfte House Gul~lnea, Feb. 24. 11183 
By JtHt/ , NARA. Dile 7/2-~tzt 



PROCESSING NOTE 7/29/94 

Document #43 is a manila folder that was inside the labeled folder •south Vietnam 

and U.S. Policies.• Documents #44-48 were inside this inner folder. 


John Wilson 
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THE WHIT E HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Tue sday, Octob er 29, 1968 
6:00 a . m . 

f\1r . P resident: 

I just c alled G ne a nd ask ed h im t o dica t t 
to M i 8 N iv n s wha t h e t old m lai.· night. H re 
it i . 

I ask d hu11 to go back t o Ale..xander $ .1chs 
and s c how m u c h furth e r d e tail he can g<.: , n 
the p ople i nvolv d and how c lose, in f a ct, th y 
ar to Nixo n . 



.. 


Octobc r 29, 1968 

Last night 1 rt-ceived a telephone call from an old friend in New York, 
a man of t"'Xperiencc· and a careful and cvPn f."xact. r<>porter. He said he 
had attended a working lunch that day with colleagues in Wall Strc·c-t. T'"'O 
were nien closely involved with Nixon. Onl"• of them e.>.i>lain(·d to the group 
that Nixon was handling the Victnnm penc~ problem "like anothPr Fortas 
case.•· He was tryin~ to frustrate the.· President., by inciting Saigon to 
step up its demands, and by letting Hanoi know that when he took office 
''he could accept anything and blame it on his predecessor.•· 

E. v. Rostow 



--
INFORMATION 

THE WHITE H OUSE 
/ ~ 

W ASHt H GTON 

EYES ONLY 

Tuesday, October 29, 1968 
12 :50 p . m . 

Mr. P1·esident: 

Herewith a somewhat inore detailed 
account from Gene about the conversation 
briefly reported to you this morning. 



Oct. 29 , 1968 

Wait: 

I had a fur t her talk with my informan t about the lun1.. heon con­
versation he atte nde d yesterd ay. 

T he man who spoke was a member of the banking community, 
a colleague, a man he has known for man y years , and one in whose 
h onesty he has absolute confiden ce. The speaker is reputed t o be 
very close to Nixon - - as cl o s e as Gabriel Hau ge (it was not Hauge). 
(He feels he c a n n ot give me his name.) ­

T h e convursation was i n the context of a profession al discussion 
about the future of t he fin a n cial markets in the near term. 

The speaker said he thought t h e p rospect s for a bombin g hal t 
or a cease-fire were dim, becau !'e Nixon was playing the problem 
as he did the Fortas affair - - to block. He was takin g public positions 
intende d to a chieve t hat e n d . They would incite Saigon to be difficult , a nd 
Hanoi to wait. 

P art of bi s s t r a tegy was a n expedation that a n offensive would break 
out soon , that we ""ou ld have to spe nd a great deal ·rnore (and incu r more 
casualties) -- a fa c t which would a dversely affect the stock market and 
the bond mar ket. NVN offensive <tction was a d efinite element i n their 
thinking about the future . 

These difficulties would make it easier for Nixon to set tle a!ter 
January. Likt: Ike in 195 3, he woul d be able to settle on terms which 
the P resident could n ot etu:ept, blamin g the deterioration o! the situation 
between n ow a nd January or February on his predecessor. 

Gene 



November 4, 1968 

The object of the exercise was to nullify the political impact o! 
the President's decision by makin~ it dubious. They think that goal 
has been achieved. They think the political effect of the bombing 
halt: has been reduced by 25 ~, - 3 .>%. 

The dnm11ge was done via Thieu in Saigon, through low le\'el 
Arncricans. 

They think the damage has been done. 

Thieu, in their jud~ment, will continue on his present line until 
it becomes impossible. 

Mitchell's strategy b for Nixon now to be a statesman. He can't 
do any more mischief politically at home, although his troops will 
continue to use the line here. He regards any further steps by him 
as counter-producti.ve. 

http:counter-producti.ve
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Novernber S, 1968 

MF.MORAND UM FOR THE R E C ORD 

O ur contact with the man in New York, reporting at a bout 10: 00 p . m . 

last night: NLxon wa s frighten<' d by two things d u ring t he d ay: the latest 

Hards poll; and Wallace speaking out against NLxon. 

Therefo re , on the question of the problem with Saigon, he d id not 

stay with the s tate sman- like ro le but p ressed p ublicly th e fai1ure of Saigon 

to comr along a s an anti-Democrat political issue. 

I told ou r c ontact tha t thi s was precisely w hat was happening at 

that m oment o n televi s i on . 



.November 5, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

Our contact with the man ln New York, reportlng at about 10:00 p. m. 

laat .nlght: N.lxon was frightened by two thlnge durlng the day: the lateet 

Harrle poll; and Wallace speaking out agalnat Nixon. 

Therefore, on the question of the problem with Saigon, he did not 

stay wlth the statesman-like role but preeaed publlcly the failure o! Salgon 

to come along as an anti-Democrat political iaaue. 

I told our contact that this was precisely what was happening a:t 

that moment on televll lon. 




