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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI TON 



July 1. 1966 

MEMORANDUM roa RECO&J> 

Subject: Applicability o! NSAM 50 (Revised) to Saturn 203 Flight. 

Upon being advised that the Saturn 203, echeduled for launch in the 
near future, would have a radioactive source en board, an inter­
a geney coordination meeting was called by the Space Council sta£f. 
The .agencies represented by technologically cor.apetent people at 
the meeting were NASA. AEC, State, Defenee, and the NASC. In 
addition, the matter was gone over with a representative of the 
National Security C-Ouncil staff and he concurred with the conaensus '.· 
developed at the meeting. J 

The question waa whether the poeslbility of radiological injury from 
· this source is slight and whether the launch of this source is· 0£ 
such a nature ae to meet with the exeeption from Prea1dential action 
as provided in ·NS.AM sa (Reviaed). lt: was agreed that the supply 
of radioactive material involved was so ,amall and the risk of injury 
ao remote that no requirement for Presidential action la needed. 

I concu:t: in this conclusion and the ageneiea involved will be ao 
informed. 

E. C. \Velah 



Mr. Howard, Asst. Secretary of 
Defense (Atomic Energy) sent cy 
of NSAM 50, 7/21/66 



GONFlDEH rtAL April 10, 1965 

NATIONAL· SECttlUTY ACTlON MEMOllANDUM WO. SO (1\EVJSED) 

TO: The Vie•·' Pr••blent 
nt. hc~otut. of State 
Tbe •c~•tUJ ot Defense 
·T- .Admbd•trato2'. National .Aeronautic• and 

Space Admbd•tratlon 
The Cbalrman. Atomlc Eneray Comml••l<m 
The· .Director, Of.fie• .ot Scleace and. Teclaaology 
Th• Executive Secntary. National Atronautle• 

ud Space COu:ncll 

SUBJECT: La.uaehlag into Space of Sy•tem1 lnvolvlag Nucl•ar Powe·r 

Thia m•mo1'andtUn •\lper1edee NSAM 50, dated May lZ, 1961 
( Coaft4-ntlal). 

Tbe Pr••ident•• approval Is reqa.tred for all launche• ot nuclear pow•• 
d•vlcee Into apt.c•· Tble b.ldu.de• orbital. and auh-orbltal .. •t• ot 
nuclear rodlet• and nuclear awdllal'y power •y·aC.m• (SNAP'a). 
Mlaor radloactiv• eallbn.t&on. aad heat · aourco• a.tt •xempte.d from 
tti. nece111ty few •uch approval. 

Criteria for approval wtU laclude proba.hUlty of mtealoq, •uc:c.e••• 
health and •af•ty factG.rs, and lnte rnatloaal poUtlcal con•ld•ratlo1u•. 
and wUl N baaed upoa recomrnendattoaa of the c·ognlaam depal'tment• 
aad aaencl••· Wblle a •lngle approval aetf.o,u. f o• a ••rle• ol •imll&ir 
t .. t• will sld£lco. the S.c•eta.-.y or State will &e conaulte4 with i-e1pect 
to the tlmlng of ea.ch teet. 

Offictal announcement <d lawsche• involving nuclo•:r powel' deYl.qa 
will be made by the Whlte Hou•• Pr••• Secretary, mil••• he 
dlrecta otlM!Jrwlae. 

The. ltxec:utlvo Secretary of the National Ael'an&\ltlc• •ad Spa.ce Couacd.1 
will b.• respoaalble tor coor4lnatlng req.uett• to~· approval actleit and 
aftnoW'leem.ata of 1ueh launche1. I~ / 

McOeo.rs• Buady 

ccu Pr••• sec·retary 
The ntrector. United State• Information A;ency 

DECLASSIFIED 
uthority F8S"-'18' ~ ~~~ 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506 

€0NFIDENTIAL 

April 5, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BUNDY 

SUBJECT: National Security Action Memorandum 
No. 50 (Revised) 

Official Announcements of Launching Into Space of 
Systems Involving Nuclear Power In Any Form 

Mac: 

Existing NSAM No. 50, dated May 12, 1961, was 
intended to cover the orbiting of SNAP devices in 1961. However, 
we have continued to rely on this obsolete NSAM to reserve to 
the White House the privilege of announcing such events ever since. 
However, NSAM No. 50 has become increasingly out of date, and 
recently with my encouragement Ed Welsh has prepared a revision 
of NSAM No. 50 to provide current guidance for the space community 
in relation to the orbiting of nuclear devices. A copy of his pro­
posed revision is attached for your signature if the President 
approves. I also attach a brief memorandum for the President 
stating the background and purpose of the revised NSAM. 

Char~hnson 
Attachments. 

CONFIDENTIAL -



T HE WHITE HOUSE € ONFIDEN I !AC" 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Dr. W elsh has re-drafted NSAM No. 50 to provide 
up-to-date guidance for the space community in connection 
with the orbiting and testing of nuclear devices in space. This 
new draft would replace the old NSAM No. 50 which had been 
originally issued in connection with orbiting TRANSIT satellites 
in 1961.- It has been checked out with ·the responsible agencies 
listed in the heading of the draft NSAM. 

If you agree, I will sign and is sue the NSAM. 

McGeorge Bundy 

Not Approved -------
See Me 

...GONFfDENTIAL 
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NATIONAL AERONAUTICS and SPACE COUNCIL 

March 29, 1965 

To: Mr. Charles Johnson 
National Security Council 

Attached is the draft of a revision for 
NSAM 50, concerning which I talked 
on the phone. 

Dr. Edelson of my staff is responsible 
for the drafting, although he has coordi­
nated it with Richard Hirsch. If you 
want further information as regards the 
proposed language, please let Edelson 
know and he will be pleased to meet with 
you. 

-& 
E. C. Welsh 



Of FJ C 17\t==mE :ftNL 

~;·~ DRAFT. 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 50 (REVISED) 

DEU SSJFTED 

The Vice President Authoritv F g 5 -t:JgJ. u.nd.Lr pm V/51<M; tJ{ £0/J:3~(p 
The Secretary of State OOL",,hlf 13, b.Jju-, tJSc. · 

To: 

The Secretary of Defense By~, NANA. Date d/tf/9 ?::-
The Administrator, National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
The Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
The Executive Secretary, National Aeronautics and Space Council 

Launching into Space of Systems Involving Nuclear Power. 

This memorandum supersedes NSAM 50 dated May 12, 1961 
(Confidential). _ 

~ f~~J~ ~~ .w.. Q,._ ~ .~~ 
g:rststiR~~pre1.ral for all launches of nuclear power devices into spac 
This includes orbital and sub-orbital tests of nuclear rockets and 
nuclear auxiliary power systems (SNAP 1s). Minor radioactive calibra­
tion and heat sources are exempted from the necessity for such approval. 

Criteria for approval will include probability of mission 
success, health and safety factors, and international political considera­
tions, and will be based upon recommendations of the cognizant depart­
ments and agencies. While a single approval action for a series of 
similar tests will suffice, the Secretary of State will be consulted with 
respect to the timing of each test. 

aunches involving nuclear 

devices~ 'a~ 6a ' ·-- Ji #... 'ifCuv:. J .. t 

The Executive Secretary of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Council will be responsible for coordinating requests for approval action 
and announcements of such launches. 

Bundy 

:&P'f ·b ~.~ 
c:{..3 7Aj 



TOs 0

\ in. Edward c. 'Wcllh. .UXteotlY•· llier.....,. NadOQl.1 
\ Ae~• aad.1..pace Councdl 

! ~. 

S U.taJ£CTa " OBldal Armouccem=nta of Lauuchlns .!Die Spaeo of Sy.tema 
. JAvelvlna N~•I' Power JJl My .Form 

The Pr&Gldioat deahoa to rcae=vo to himsoU ell flrat oHl.dal 
azmouMcmcAUI covaring th• launch.ins b&o apace ot •Y•tcrn• inYOlvina 
ma.llcar powo~ io any f onn. 1.'h• Pro·etdeni l1 •opoc1a1ly couc:cnaed 
wltk a.nnomteemontt• rel&~ to ~ pl:innod ue of SNAP ®Vk<UJ . 
&bott:-4 TR.J\Nst.r DAtelUtcti \'Vhicll ar• teAtatlvely Hhedule4 tor launchlnt: 
la J™ and J'uly 0: l<JGJ. Will Y'O'l pleooa aclvleo mea:&bera of the Sp&cc 
<AaQcU ot me Prccdda~••a lntercat. 

CCI J>:r>eetaeat•• Pr••• SOOJ'~tuy 
The Dl~, Unltod Stat•• Ja!o~mr&tloll J.5oncy 

cc: Mrs. Lincoln ./" 
Bromley Smith~ 
McG B'a File 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

CQ~iPIDE?tqTIAL April 10, 1965 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 50 (REVISED) 

TO: The 
The 
The 

Vice President 
Secretary of State 
Secretary of Defense 

The Administrator, National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 

The 
The 
The 

Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
Di.rector, Office of Science and Technology 
Executive Secretary, National Aeronautics 
and Space Council 

SUBJECT: Launching into Space of Systems Involving Nuclear Power 

This memorandum supersedes NSAM 50, dated May 12, 1961 
(Confidential). 

The President's approval is required for all launches of nuclear power 
devices into space. This includes orbital and sub-orbital tests of 
nuclear rockets and nuclear auxiliary power systems (SNAP' s}. 
Minor radioactive calibration and heat sources are exempted from 
the necessity for such approval. 

Criteria for approval will include probability of mission success, 
health and safety factors, and international political considerations, 
and will be based upon recommendations of the cognizant departments 
and agencies. While a single approval action for a series of similar 
tests will suffice, the Secretary of State will be consulted with respect 
to the timing of each test. 

Official announcement of launches involving nuclear power devices 
will be made by the White House Press Secretary, unless he 
directs otherwise. 

The Executive Secretary of the National Aeronautics and Space Council 
will be responsible for coordinating requests for approval action and 
announcements of such launches. 

kiJ~ 4.J 
McGeorge Bundy 

cc: Press Secretary 
The Director, United States Information Agency 

DECLASSIFJJW 
Authority F8S-- ~~g_ ~~· ~· . j GOt~PIDENTIAL 

' E .O. 1~3S" ~:a~~· GD~ 
'-----l'.ByEL...--, ·~ ' ~ IS, ~ 
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NATIONAL SECtnUTY AC'l'lON MEMORANDUM NO. 50 

TO= Dr. J:dwat-d C.- Welsh.. Exeeu.ttv• socwttaty. Natloul 
Ae•onautlc·• aud Sp&'C• Cca.uU 

stm.JgcT1 Offlc.161 AOlioWlctomeats of Lauoebiaa !u.tet Space· of Syetem• 
lilYolvlag Nuol-1a.r Pew•i- ln An,y Form · 

The Ptt•,dltat daei••• to r•••rnt to Wm•elf all (lt•t oftlclal 
a~cem•n1t• oove~laa the lauoclalog tato epac• ot ·1Y•tema lavolv1ng 
n.cl•• I*'•• In aay fotni. The Pl'••ld•t te ••p•cially coneeiaed 
wtth auaoam:•m·ut• r•latta1 to the plaaa•d u•• of SNAP dwlc•• 
aboa~d TRANSIT ·•--•lllh• which al'• teMattv.iy -.iM-duled fo~ i.unchiaa 
b\. June: aad July of 1961. Wlll yo11 plea•• advt•• mtmb•~• of th•· Sp-t.O• 
CotAtt~ll of the P•••ldent•• lntev•at. 

ce:: Pretide-rtt*• Pff•• S•ctetary 
The· Director., Untte,d &tate·a Information Ageacy 

-CONFlDSNTJl•L 
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