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July 1, 1966
MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

Subject: Applicability of NSAM 50 {Revised) to Saturn 203 Flight.

Upon being advised that the Saturn 203, scheduled for launch in the
near future, would have a radioactive source on board, an inter-
agency coordination meeting waa called by the Space Council staff.
The agencles repreaented by “~ " nologicr ™y competent peor®
the meeting were NASA, AEC, State, Defensa, and the NASC., In
addition, the matter was goneo over with a representative of the
National Security Council staff and he concurred with the consensus
developed at the meeting.

- The question was whether the poesibility of radiological injury from
this source is slight and whether the launch of this source is of
such a nature as to meet with the exception from Presidential action
a8 provided in NSAM 59 (Revised). It was agreed that the supply

of radioactive material involved was so small and the risk of injury
so remote that no requirement for Presidential action is needed,

I concur in this conclusion and the agencies involved will be so
informed,

E. C. Welsh



Mr. Howard, Asst. Secretary of
Defense (Atomic Energy) sent cy
of NSAM 50, 7/21/66
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NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 50 (REVISED)

TO:  The Vice President

The Secrstary of State

The Secretary of Defense

The Administrator, National Asronautics and
Space Administration

The Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission

The Director, Office of Science and Tecl >logy

The Executive Secretary, National Aeronautics
and Space Council

SUBJECT: Launching into Space of Systems Involving Nuclsar Fower

THis memorandum supersedes NSAM 50, dated May 12, 1961
{Confidential).

The President's approval is required for all launches of nuclear power
devices into space. This includes orbital and sub-orbital tests of
nuclear rockets and nuclear auxiliary power systems (SNAP's).

Minor radicactive calibration and heat sources are exempted from

the necewnsity for such approval.

Criteria for approval will include probability of mission success,
health and safety factors, and international political considerations,
and will be based upon recommendations of the cognisant departments
and agencles. While a single approval action for a seriss of similar
teats will suffice, the Secretary of State will be consulted with respect
to the timing of each test,

Official announcement of launches involving nuclear power devices
will be mada by the White House Press Secretary, unless he
directs otherwiss.

The Exscutive Secretary of the National Aeronautice and Space Council
will be responsible for coordinating requests for approval action and
announcements of such launches.

MeGeorge Bundy

cc: FPress Secretary
The Director, United States Information Agency
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL CONTIDENTIAL-

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20506

April 5, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, BUNDY

SUBJECT: National Security Action Memorandum
No. 50 (Revised)

Official Announcements of Launching Into Space of
Systems Involving Nuclear Power In Any Form

Mac:

Existing NSAM No. 50, dated May 12, 1961, was
intended to cover the orbiting of SNAP devices in 1961. However,
we have continued to rely on this obsolete NSAM to reserve to
the White House the privilege of announcing such events ever since.
However, NSAM No. 50 has become increasingly out of date, and
recently with my encouragement Ed Welsh has prepared a revision
of NSAM No. 50 to provide current guidance for the space community
in relation to the orbiting of nuclear devices. A copy of his pro-
posed revision is attached for your signature if the President
approves. I also attach a brief memorandum for the President
stating the background and purpose of the revised NSAM.

Cha inson

Attachments.



MEMORANDUM FOR THE F__ _5ID_NT

Dr. Welsh has re-drafted NSAM No. 50 to provide
up-to-date guidance for the space community in connection
with the orbiting and testing of nuclear devices in space, This
new draft would replace the old NSAM No. 50 which had been
originally issued in connection with orbiting TRANSIT satellites
in 1961, It has been checked out with the responsible agencies
listed in the heading of the draft NSAM.

If you agree, I will sign and issue the NSAM.,

McGeorge Bundy

Approved

Not Approved

See Me







NATI RONAUTICS and SPACE COUNCIL
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March 29, 1965

To: Mr, Charles Johnson
National Security Council

Attached is the draft of a revision for
NSAM 50, concerning which I talked
on the phone,

Dr. Edelson of my staff is resp sible
for the drafting, although he has coordi=-
nated it with Richard Hirsch., If you
want further information as regards the
proposed language, please let Edelson
know and he will be pleased to meet with
you,

-~

d
E. C. Welsh






NATIONAL 8-CGUARAITY ACTION MEMOIANMDUM NO, 50

TO: . Dre Edward C, Velsh, Lxscutive Bacretary, National
: - Aeronautics and Space Council

éUﬂJECT: Cfficial Aansuncoments of Launching Into Spase of Systems
P  davolving Nuclowr Power In Any Form

“ H

The Prewident deslrea to regerve (o himself all first cificial
announcements covaring ths launching iato mpace of systems favelving
aucloar power in any form. The Prosident s espocially coucerned
with sancuneaments relating to the planned use of ENAP devicces .
aborrd TRANSIT patollites which are tentatively sehedulcd for launchiag
fa Juns and July of 19¢ks Wil you piesse advigo members of the Space
Council of the Presidont's luterest,

MeGeorge bBundy

ces Preeldont's Prees Scorstavy
The Diradtdr, United States Information Agency

¢c: Mrs, Lincoln A
Bromley Smith
McG B's File
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

—CONFIDENTIAL April 10, 1965
NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 50 (REVISED)

TO: The Vice President

The Secretary of State

The Secretary of Defense

The Administrator, National Aeronautics and
Space Administration

The Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission

The Director, Office of Science and Technology

The Executive Secretary, National Aeronautics
and Space Council

SUBJECT: Launching into Space of Systems Involving Nuclear Power

This memorandum supersedes NSAM 50, dated May 12, 1961
(Confidential).

The President's approval is required for all launches of nuclear power
devices into space. This includes orbital and sub-orbital tests of
nuclear rockets and nuclear auxiliary power systems (SNAP's).

Minor radioactive calibration and heat sources are exempted from

the necessity for such approval.

Criteria for approval will include probability of mission success,
health and safety factors, and international political considerations,
and will be based upon recommendations of the cognizant departments
and agencies, While a single approval action for a series of similar
tests will suffice, the Secretary of State will be consulted with respect
to the timing of each test.

Official announcement of launches involving nuclear power devices
will be made by the White House Press Secretary, unless he
directs otherwise,

The Executive Secretary of the National Aeronautics and Space Council
will be responsible for coordinating requests for approval action and
announcements of such launches,

bl (ot

McGeorge Bundy

cc: Press Secretarz; .
The Director, United States Information Agency
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NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO, 50

TO: Dr. Edward C. Welsh, Executive Secretary, National
Aeronautics and Space Counell

SUBJECT: Official Announcements of Launching Into Space of Systems
Involving Nuclsar Powsr in Any Form

The President desives to reserve to himaelf all first official
announcements covering the launching into space of systems involving
nuclear power in any form. The President is especially concerned
with announcements ralating to the planned use of SNAP devices
aboard TRANSIT satellites which are tentatively scheduled for launching
in June and July of 1961. Will you please advise members of the Space
Counci] of the President's interest,

MgGeorge Bundy

ce: President's Press Secretary
The Director, United States Information Agency
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