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Subject: Withdrawal from Moroccan Bases

Summary

This represents a final report under NSAM 232 of the virtual com-
pletion of actions with respect to U,S. bases in Morocco agreed upon
between King Hassan II and President Kennedy in March 1963,

The three SAC bases were evacuated in December, U,S, naval person-
nel continue to operate the Naval Communications Facility in Kenitra, but
as of December 16, 1963, under the Moroccan flag with their function
ostensibly as a training mission to enable Moroccans to operate the base,

The withdrawals were carried out smoothly and on schedule, The U.S.
Air Force was able to remove that equipment not excess to its needs, The
Moroccan Government, despite repeated urgings, did not come forward with
projects which could jus """y the retention of non-excess material in
Morocco, except in one instance~~the decision to convert Nouasseur into
an international airport, Arrangements have been made to consider a

Moroccan loan application for this purpose
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4, Conversion of the Bases to Civilian Uses,

Backrro d:

President Eisenhower answered affirmatively when King Mohamed V expressed
the hope that the United States would assist Morocco in converting the bases,
once evacuated by the U,S, forces, to civilian uses beneficial to the Moroccan
economy, This was reaffirmed by Pr ident Kennedy to King Hassan last March
in these terms:

"The President also confirmed the desire previously expressed by
President Eis ~ wer to help the Moroccan Government, to every pos-
sible " nt, to use these bases constructively," (Kennedy-Hassan
Joint Communique, March 29, 1963,)

¥ ious Moroccan Government officials starting as far back as 1959 have
expressed hope that the bases, once in Moroccan hands, would be put to good
use, They acknowledged privately that the Moroccan Government lacked the
technicians to do this and hoped the United States Government would help. For
internal political reasons Moroccan officials have been reluctant to become
associated with us on questions involving the bases as long as they were
operational, In 1963 Moroccan Government officials were particularly busy
with elections on an almost one-a-month basis from April on, While these
other demands on their attention may not have changed their views on base
conversion, they effectively blocked any serious effort on the part of the
various Moroccan ministries which would be involved in such conversion,

This Moroccan inability to come to grips with the problem of base con-
version gave the U,S. agencies involved little choice: AID could not reim-
burse the ‘' : Force for equipment not destined for some project; in the
absence of reimbursement for equipment not excess to its needs the Air Force
would be legally bound to remove it,

Nevertheless, the U,S, agencies involved have been active over a long
period of time in trying to enlist GOM cooperation in devising ways to put
the bases to use,

The most exhaustive U,S. approach to the base conversion problem was
that prepared in March of 1962 by an AID-financed team of 12 U,S, experts
which spent a month in Morocco, This report envisaged the expenditure of
some $16 million to be matched by an equivalent sum from the Moroccan Govern-
ment, Education, technical training, agriculture, public health, light
industry, and civil aviation all figured in the recommendations, This report
was presented to the GOM in June of 1962 -2 <~ ~&=+71 --fslows wnnenmn~  Fund-
ing and personnel problems undoubtedly Gececiccw cic wvere  wie avpe-- --Self
recognizes that Morocco already has unfilled existing facilities for these types
of training elsewhere in Morocco at installations that do not suffer from the
relative remoteness that similar establishments on the bases would suffer from,

Shortly
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