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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL ---
9 March 1964 

General Clifton, 

If you agree, I will send the attached NSAM 
on nuclear weapons for Canada in through Mr. 
Bundy. I changed the last paragraph per our 
discussion Saturday. In addition, I also will 
recommend, and Bill Brubeck agrees, that 
the President send Pearson a letter telling 
him action on this matter is beginning. 

W'x·S 
W. {jl. SMITH 

?I LI 0--" ~ ,___ . yL· Q~ 
~ ~ t- ..-M:Z ~ ,_; 
O/< 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI~GTON 

March 14, 1964 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

I have been reviewing proposals put forward by 
our Department of Defense concerning the detailed 
procedures for the control of nuclear weapons 
assigned in support of NORAD air defense units in 
Canada, and I have now asked Secretary McNamara 
to inform our General Gerhart at NORAD that he 
should initiate discussions with your Government 
on this subject. 

I send you this note so that you will be sure .to know 
of the initiation of these discussions, even though 
in their initial phases they will probably proceed at 
a military level. Later on, when the discussions 
are further advanced and you have had an opportunity 
to inform yourself on the matter, I think it might be 
helpful for the two of us to have a discussion on 
procedures themselves and aifi. any needful arrange -
ments for intergovernmental consultation before 
their adoption. This will ensure that our two 
Governments continue to move forward in step on 
this important issue. 

So I look forward to consulting with you further 
on this after our colleagues have had a chance to 
prepare the ground. 

The Right Honorable 
Lester B. Pearson, P. C., O. B. ·E., 

Prime Minister of Canada, 
Ottawa. 

-crop SEGRE'f 

M. P. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
N L.J 'f Ir B'D ~ 

By MM , NARA Date 3 .. I/' 1 
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TIIE "\VHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

~ TOP 8'.ECRE I March 14, 1964 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 287 

TO: The Secretary of Defense 

SUBJECT: Release Procedures for Nuclear Weapons Assigned 
in Support of Canadian CF-101 Squadrons 

I have reviewed with the Joint Chiefs of Staff the recom­
mendations concerning the procedures for release of nuclear 
weapons from US custody to Canadian CF-101 squadrons as 
outlined in your 1 February memorandum to the Special 
Assistant for National Security Affairs, and approve in 
principle the following guidelines: 

a. 1 

ff 

b. I 

_____ _,r 

It is under stood that] I 

'~------------------Within this framework, CINCNORAD ma 
otiations. 

roceed wi 

reques you su m1t them in substance to me, a ong Wl 

the related proposed arrangements for inter governmental 
consultation. I wish to consult with Prime Minister Pearson 

l 

on these matters prior to final a greement by our two governments. 

cc: . Secretary of State 

,, 

I I . 

cc: Mr. Bundy 

; 

: . 

,· 

SANrTIZm 
· ltud1ority'1fit -rL 

By C:rs , N·= ~ il/11)17 
. • . ~ . ' ·, • i' 

..--'!'OP SEC!tE'f Colo Smith 
Mr. Johnson 
NSC Files 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 14, 1964 

TOF SECRET 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

I have been reviewing proposals to put forward by 
our Department of Defense conce ming the detailed 
procedures for the control of nuclear weapons 
assigned in support of NORAD air defense units in 
Canada, and I have now asked Secretary McNamara 
to inform our General Gerhart at NORAD that he 
should initiate discussions with your Government 
on this subject. 

I send you this note so that you will be sure to know 
of the initiation of these discussions, even though 
in their initial phases they will probably proceed at 
a military level. Later on, when the discussions 
are further advanced and you have had an opportunity 
to inform yourself on the matter, I think it might be 
helpful for the two of us to have a discussion on 
procedures themselves and of any needful arrange­
ments for intergovernmental con.sultation 1?efore 
their adoption. This will ensure that our two 
Governments continue to move for ward in step on 
this important issue. 

So I look forward to consulting with you further 
on this after our colleagues have had a chance to 
prepare the ground. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E .. O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NL.J ,,_SD -----

By ~ , NARA Date 3.,,.1, .. t;~ -

His Excellency 
LesterB. Pearson,PoC., O.BoE., MoPo 

Prime Mi~ster of Canada, 
Ottawa. 

-TGF SECRE'f' 
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--COM!' IDEl<:TIAL 
ll March 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BUNDY 

SUBJECT: Release of Nuclear Weapons to Canada 

Given the significance of the Canadian nuclear matter, I 
recommend that the President himself sign the NSAM approving 
in principle the recommendations concerning the release of nuclear 
weapons from US custody contained in the Secretary of Defense 1 s 
1 February memorandum to you. The NSAM stipulates that the 
arrangements should come back tothe President before adoption. 
General Clifton concurs in the NSAM. It is in line with what he 
told me of the President's meeting with the Chiefs. He said the 
President wanted personally to consult further with Pearson to 
make certain the PM knew all about DEFCON 1 and the like, but that 
the consultation should wait until the proposed arrangements are further 
along. 

I suggest that the President tell the Prime Minister now of his 
desire to discuss these matters after they progress further. It 
will demon~trate Presidential interest in this very important matter 
as well as a sympathetic concern for the interests of the Prime 
Minister. It will also alert the highest levels of the Canadian govern­
ment that the negotiations are underway, thus permitting them early 
to work with their military onthis matter, another of the President's 
objectives, according to General Clifton. A suggested letter is 
attached which Bill Brubeck concurs in and which he checked with 
State. 

A memorandum to the President, attaching the NSAM and letter 
for his signature are attached. Hopefully they will permit us to 
launch forth on the next step. 

E<=L1 SS j E 
E/).. 129~8, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 'JI,.-~ O 

W~SMITH 

C OJ>TF IDlbl>TTIA L 



_.Lf'O'.P 5ECRE I 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

March 13, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Release of Nuclear Weapons to Canada 

Pursuant to your discussion with the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
the memorandum to the Secretary of Defense at Tab A approves 
in principle the release of nuclear weapons from US custody to 
Canadian fighter interceptors under conditions of surprise attack 
or upon the declaration of Defense Condition 1 (DEFCON 1) or 
higher readiness. 

The memorandum also authorizes Secretary McNamara to 
have General Gerhart (CINCONAD/CINCNORAD) negotiate 
procedures with the Canadians to govern the operational use of 
nuclear weapons assigned in support of the Canadian NORAD 
units. Finally, it assures that the substance of the arrangements 
on intergovernmental consultation above the NORAD level will be 
reviewed and approved by you. 

Given the legal and constitutional significance of this matter, 
it seems desirable to have the memorandum signed by you. 

As a related step, it would seem very useful to suggest to 
Prime Minister Pear son the value of further consultation between 
the two of you prior to adoption of the intergovernmental arrange­
ments. Such a letter will show your deep personal interest in these 
matters and your appreciation that the matter is equally important 
to the Prime Minister. It will also make the highest levels of the 
Canadian government aware that negotiations are now proceeding. 
A suggested letter is at Tab B for your signature. The State 
Department concurs in its dispatch. 

lECLASSI 1 ED 

w~&r\ E .. . 1295 , Sec. 3.6 
N ~J 

'"· g-o 
By M4:' ~NARA 

ate 3 ... 1/ .. ~Ff ~l { ~ Vlrh. ----~ ( s~~'l (_ . 
--~-----·--·~ 

VJ ~ 

Jes /J • • ) 
{ i<'v 'v, v..,_ 

-TOP SECRE'l'- · 



OFFICE OF THE SECRET ARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 

18 January 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY, SPECIAL ASSISTANT 
TO THE PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL SECURITY 
AFFAIRS 

SUBJECT: Release Procedures for Nuclear Weapons Assigned in Sup­
port of Canadian CF-101 Squadrons 

In signing the attached memorandum of this date on the above subject, 
the Secretary asked that I pass on the following qualifications to you: 

a. It is to be used as background information only. 

b. A briefing should be arranged for the President and an offer 
should be made to General Gerhart {CINCNORAD/ GONAD} to attend. 

State Department has also asked that Mr. Rusk attend. 

Attachment 
As indicated above 

- .. .. ~ . . -- ...... ~-, ,. 
- · -- · · ~ ... • ~ . __ .J l . __ 1 

Assistant to the Secretary 
of Defense (Atomic Energy) 

RESTRICTED DATA -
ATO MIC E lrnGY ACT, 1954 
AS AMENDED 

7 ---
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 

I 
I , 

~-
,? 6 4~..( 

I .1 FEB 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY 

SUBJECT: Release Procedures for Nuclear Weapons As signed in Sup-
port oft · . . . · J Squadrons 

Reference is made to my memorandum of 18 January 1964 on the above 
subject in which I provided, for information, proposed u. S. nuclear 
weapon em lo ent and release procedures which had been developed b 

an en orse y the Joint Chiefs of Staff. r review o 
employment and release procedures has been completed. 

As a result of our ·review I propose the following: 

a. I 

• 
b. 

The release of nuclear weaponsl · . . . H J;is indicated above 
would be only for the specific o;ef£hons hfte&·Mfow which would be 
carried out in accordance withC l approved rules of interception 
and engagement. ti ~ a 

a. Fly interception missions against objects which have been 
declared ho stile. 

TOP. SECRET 
IXCLUbln> FROU AUTO)U'l'IC I 

REGRA.DlHG: DOD DI! 5200.10 
DOES BOT APPLY . 
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b. Fly identification missions and subsequently engage if the 
object is declared hostile. 

c. Deploy from home bases to isolated dispersal and deployment 
airfields to insure their survivability and to place forces in areas where 
they can best meet the developing threat. 

The proposed release procedure would permit the timely response which 
is essential for an effective air defense, allow the best operational pos­
ture consonant ertinent con iderations and 	 e 
survivabili of 

In view of the vital requirement for an effective and responsive air 
defense of the North American Continent; I recommend that the proposed 
procedures for release and employmeit as stated in the second and third 

paragraphs of th.is memorandum be approved.. Such policJ4 af·P· :11 
would be utilized as the framework for developing detaile 
employment procedures(~ . . . ) Upon · e satis­.sc~)1	 £actorv. completi'?n of sue: procedures fi:e papers accomplishing the pro­
posedL)will be submitted in the appropriate form for the 
President* s action. 

' ; . i; ( d ' e approprta e. wo · e p ease 
make the necessary arrangements. In the event that you elect to have 
such a briefing arranged, both the Secretary of State and I would like to 
attend. 

This action 	is concurred in by the Department of State. 
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TIIE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 14, 1964 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 287 

TO: The Secretary of Defense 

SUBJECT: Release Procedures for Nuclear Weapons Assigned 
in Support of Canadian CF-101 Squadrons 

I have reviewed with the Joint Chiefs of Staff the recom­
mendations concerning the procedures for release of nuclear 
weapons from US custody to Canadian CF-101 squadrons as 
outlined in your 1 February memorandum to the Special 
Assistant for National Security Affairs, and approve in 
principle the following guidelines: 

a. 1 

I 

-
b. I 

I 

It is understood that 

Within this framework CINCNORAD ma 
otiations. 

roceed with 

reques you su mi em m su stance to me, a ong Wl 

the related proposed arrangements for intergovernmental 
consultation. I wish to consult with Prime Minister Pearson 

..J 

l 

on these matters prior to final agreement by our two governments. 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 
NLJ 15>- 7.;l 

Bv ~ , NARA, Date '/- 13--PS-

,, ,, 
r ·. 
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TIIE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

':FOP GEGRET March 14, 1964 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 287 

TO: The Secretary of Defense 

SUBJECT: Release Procedures for Nuclear Weapons Assigned 
in Support of Canadian CF-101 Squadrons 

I have reviewed with the Joint Chiefs of Staff the recom­
mendations concerning the procedures for release of nuclear 
weapons from US custody to Canadian CF-101 squadrons as 
outlined in your 1 February memorandum to the Special 
Assistant for National Security Affairs, and approve in 
principle the following guidelines: 

a 

b 

It is understood thatf 

I 
Within this framework, CINCNORAD may proceed with 

otiations 

reques you su mit em m su s nee to me, a ong W1 

the related proposed arrangements for intergovernmental 
consultation. I wish to consult with Prime Minister Pearson 

\ 

on these matters prior to final agreement by our two governments. 

SANITIZED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 
NLJ 28- 721 

By~ , NARA, Date '1-13-oS 

. ,· 
:•·, 
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