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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

e LORSFCRET March 14, 1964

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO, 287

, TO: The Secretary of Defense

SUBJECT: Release Procedures for Nuclear Weapons Assigned
in Support of Canadian CF-101 Squadrons

I have reviewed with the Joint Chiefs of Staff the recom-
mendations concerning the procedures for release of nuclear
weapons from US custody to Canadian CF-10l squadrons as
outlined in your 1 February memorandum to the Special
Assistant for National Security Affairs, and approve in
principle the following guidelines:

——

It is understood that

! ' Within this framework, CINCNORAD may proceed with
negotiations.

request you submit them in substance to me, along wi
the related proposed arrangements for intergovernmental
consultation. I wish to consult with Prime Minister Pearson

o { cc: Secretary of State

ccC:

on these matters prior to final agreement by our two governments,
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11 March 1964
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BUNDY

SUBJECT: Release of Nuclear Weapons to Canada

Given the significance of the Canadian nuclear matter, I
recommend that the President himself sign the NSAM approving
in principle the recommendations concerning the release of nuclear
weapons from US custody contained in the Secretary of Defense's
1 February memorandum to you. The NSAM stipulates that the
arrangements should come back tothe President before adoption.
General Clifton concurs in the NSAM. It is in line with what he
told me of the President's meeting with the Chiefs. He said the
President wanted personally to consult further with Pearson to
make certain the PM knew all about DEFCON 1 and the like, but that
the consultation should wait until the proposed arrangements are further
along.

I suggest that the President tell the Prime Minister now of his
desire to discuss these matters after they progress further. It
will demonstrate Presidential interest in this very important matter
as well as a sympathetic concern for the interests of the Prime
Minister. It will also alert the highest levels of the Canadian govern-
ment that the negotiations are underway, thus permitting them early
to work with their military onthis matter, another of the President's
objectives, according to General Clifton. A suggested letter is
attached which Bill Brubeck concurs in and which he checked with
State.

A memorandum to the President, attaching the NSAM and letter

for his signature are attached. Hopefully they will permit us to
launch forth on the next step.

WWSMITH
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

—FOPSECRET — March 13, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUT "7 7T: Release of Nuclear Weapons to Canada

Pursuant to your discussion with the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
the memorandum to the Secretary of Defense at Tab A approves
in principle the release of nuclear weapons from US custody to
Canadian fighter interceptors under conditions of surprise attack
or upon the declaration of Defense Condition 1 (DEFCON 1) or
higher readiness. -

The memorandum also authorizes Secretary McNamara to
have C 1ieral Gerhart (CINCONAD/CINCNORAD) negotiate
procedures with the Canadians to govern the operational use of
nuclear weapons assigned in support of the Canadian NORAD
units. Finally, it assures that the substance of the arrangements
on intergovernmental consultation above the NORAD level will be
reviewed and approved by you.

Given the legal and constitutional significance of this matter,
it seems desirable to have the memorandum signed by you.

As a related step, it would seem very useful to suggest to
Prime Minister Pearson the value of further consultation between
the two of you prior to adoption of the intergovernmental arrange-
ments. Such a letter will show your deep personal interest in these
matters and your appreciation that the matter is equally important
to the Prime Minister. It will also make the highest levels of the
Canadian government aware that negotiations are now proceeding.
A suggested letter is at Tab B for your signature. The State
Department concurs in its dispatch.
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY
SUBJECT: Release Procedures for Nuclear Weapons Assigned in Sup=-

Reference is made to my memorandum of 18 January 1964 on the above
subject in which I provided, for information, proposed U, S, nuclear

weapon employment and release procedures which had been developed b
and endorseqd by the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Our review oI INe PToBoSEq
employment and release procedures has been completed,

As a result of our review I propose the following:

The release of nuclear weaponsms indicated above
would be only for the specific ope on sted below which would be
carried out in accordance withb approved rules of interception
and engagement, ’

a, Fly interception missions against objects which have been

declared hostile,
—JOP—-SECRET—

BEXCLUDED FROW AUTOMATIC
REGRADING; DOD DIR 5200.10
DOES EOT APPLY




ot (

B
- JOP-SECRET

b. Fly identification missions and subsequently engage if the
object is declared hostile,

c. Deploy from home bases to isolated dispersal and deployment
airfields to insure their survivability and to place forces in areas where
they can best meet the developing threat,

The proposed release procedure would permit the timely response which
is essential for an effective air defense, allow the best operational pos-
ture consonant wi ertinent iderations, and i

survivability of

| 6(0{)

In view of the vital requirement for an effective and responsive air
defense of the North American Continent; I recommend that the proposed
procedures for release and employmert as stated in the second and third
paragraphs of this memorandum be approved, Such policy approval
would be utilized as the framework for developing demiled#
) employment procedures ) Upon the satis-

1.5t factory completion of such procedures the papers accomplishing the pro-

posedqm be submitted in the appropriate form for the

President's action,

e please
make the necessary arrangements, In the event that you elect to have

such a briefing arranged, both the Secretary of State and I would like to
attend,

This action is concurred in by the Department of State,

W
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TIHE WIIITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

“TroF-sEeRET— March 14, 1964

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO, 287

TO: The Secretary of Defense

SUBJECT: Release Procedures for Nuclear Weapons Assigned
in Support of Canadian CF -101 Squadrons

I have reviewed with the Joint Chiefs of Staff the recom-
mendations concerning the procedures for release of nuclear
weapons from US custody to Canadian CF-101 squadrons as
outlined in your 1 February memorandum to the Special
Assistant for National Security Affairs, and approve in
principle the following guidelines:

It is understood that

Within this framework, CINCNORAD may proceed with

ne Eotiations. ! l
request you submai em 1n substance to me, along wi

the related proposed arrangements for intergovernmental
consultation. I wish to consult with Prime Minister Pearson
on these matters prior to final agreement by our two governments.

3.3 .
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THE WHITE HOUSE ;.,/

WASHINGTON

—FOP-5HGRIET-— March 14, 1964

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 287

TO: The Secretary of Defense

SUBJECT: Release Procedures for Nuclear Weapons Assigned
in Support of Canadian CF-101 Squadrons

I have reviewed with the Joint Chiefs of Staff the recom-
mendations concerning the procedures for release of nuclear
weapons from US custody to Canadian CF-10l squadrons as
outlined in your 1 February memorandum to the Special
Assistant for National Security Affairs, and approve in
principle the following guidelines:

' SeTOE—
: It is understood that] ]

Within this framework, CINCNORAD may proceed with

nefotiations: ! I
request you submit them in substance to me, along wi

the related proposed arrangements for intergovernmental
consultation. I wish to consult with Prime Minister Pearson
on these matters prior to final agreement by our two governments.
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