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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 	 April 18, 1964 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 293 

TO: 	 The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Administrator of AID 
The Director of U.S. Information Agency 

SUBJECT: 	 Language Training for U.S. Government Dependents 

It is requested that the Department of State, in coordination with 
Defense, CIA, USIA, AID, and other appropriate agencies, prepare 
a report on the subject of language training for U.S. Government 
dependents who are stationed overseas. The report should include 
the following information as well as any other information which is 
considered pertinent: 

1. The nature and extent of our present 
program, in Washington and overseas. 

2. An evaluation of the adequacy of our 
present program. 

3. Recommendations for further action. 
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McGeorge Bundy 

cc: 
3 	 Mr. Bundy 

Mr. Chase 
Mr. Johnson 
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a report on the subject of language training for U.S. Government 
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MEMOBANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: NSA~ Language Tra.· ining 
fo~-~Government Dependents 

Enclosed is a statement of various agencies' 
activities in the area of language training for 
U.S. Government dependents. A preliminary report 
on this matter dealing with the Department of 
State's activities was forwarded on April 28. 

A brief summary of the paper is on the first 
page. 

Enclosure: 

Response to NSAM 293. 

I I JobnA JlcKesson 

Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 
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LIHITBD OPPICIAL USB 

•a.RBSPORSE TO RSAM 2?3: Language Training for U.S. Government 
Dependents. 

SUMMARY 

Over 130,000 American '·'Oalen live abroad in a foreign language 
environment, assigned there with their hu1banda on official U.S. buaineaa. 
It tvould serve the national tnterut for substantial numbers of them to 
speak the language of the country in which they are living. 

Only a few had the good fprtune to learn the language which now 
aurrouncla them before they received their aaaigmaents. So.a foreign 
language training, largely on a apace available basts. ia already being 
provided for wives in CODll8ctioo with their aasignmenta overseas. Bow ... 
ever, it is the conaidered opinion of the foreign affairs agencies and 
the Departaent of Defense that there ia a aubatantial need that ia not 
being •t. . 

'fhe need essentially ia for .oat wives of civili an employees over ­
aeaa and about 81 of the wivea of military personnel to acquire enough 
proficiency to uaeet household living needs and limited aocial courtesy 
requirements. A reasonable start could be .ade toward providing this 
through a mlnillum of 100 houra of lnatruction. 

Beyond this, approxiaately 101 of the wives of civilian foreign 
affairs officers and 2l of the wives of military officers (principally 
attachea and miasion peraonnel) need higher proficiency to enable them 
to aaaiat their buebanda in handling representational requirements. An 
average of 400 hours of formal instruction would aubatantially .. et this 
need. 

Trainla.g provided at Government expense is currently liudted by 
legislative authority and lack of funda. State, AID ~tnd USIA have au­
thority, which needa to be extended, but do not have adequate appropri ated 
funds for the training of dependents. Defense has no authority. 

It ia recommended that the agencies concerned seek liberalisation 
of legislative authority or new legislation as appropriate, and furids to 
provide a 1110deat increase in aaaigmaent- related language training for 
wivea at Government expenae. 

It ia eatimated that· the civilian agencies would need approximately 
$237,000. Pending completion of a thorough study of the quality and 
quantity of foreign language training of Departaaent of Defense personnel 
and their dependents recently ordered by the Secretary of Defense, no 
annual cost estimate i• included at thia time. 

LIMITID OFFICIAL USE 



DllAFT RESPONSE TO NSAM 293: Language Training for UoS Government 
Dependents . 

The objective of this paper is to explore t he need for foreign 

language training for adult dependents of Government personnel in the 

field of foreign affairs and to recommend the action required to provi de 

such traini ng for dependents as will make the Government more effective 

in its international activities n 

Cnange in the na ture of foreign affairs has involved large numben 

of Americans i n official ac tivities overseas and has brought many of 

them into direct and per sonal relationship with citizens of foreign 

countries o Wi t h the change~ the need fo r knowl edge of foreign languag~a 

ha s become increasingly ur gent o 

This fact has been fully recognized with r egard to employees o lt 

is less ~idely recognized t ha t language pro f iciency i s a lso i mportan t 

for ~ives i f t hey are to as s ist their husbands in the representation 

func t ion o I t is nowhere more important for t he husband and wife t o 

function ef fectively as a team t han when they are representing the 

filo S ~ a broad o The wife~ i f she knows t he language ~ can frequently 

establish contacts t hrough other women t hat would otherwise be 

impossible o Fur thermore her husband's effectiveness in his job depends 

on her abili ty to manage their overseas home , which of t en depends i n 

turn on her abi lity t o speak the local language . Ber contacts at 

home during the day may be less likely to speak English than her husb.and '• 

contac t s a t worko A knowledge of the language is criti cal for the wi ·v:es 

of officers whose work requires them to es tabl i sh extensive contacts 

among local citi zens 9 but it is also useful i n some degree for every 

LDIITED OFFICIAL USE 



- 2 -

wife living 1n forei lan ua e viromnent, though in certain 

caaea it valu. y . be marginal •. 

• s. Depe dents in roreie J.ang a Ar •• 

Official U.S. per onnel living abroad today in for i language 

areas are accompanied by about 139,000 adult dep · dents and 242&000 

de?endent children . roe ing. on the 139,000 adult dependents in 

foreign language areaa, half of them are in Germany; fifteen percent 

are in French-speaking countries; fourteen percent are in Japan; and 

seven percent are· in Spanish-speaking countries. Other substantial 

numbers live in countries where the local populace speaks Italian~ 

Turkish, Arabic, Chinese; Greek, Korean, Portuguese 9 Amharic, Persiau 

or !haio Ninety-four percent (130,890) are sponsored by the Department 

of Defense 9 2o51 (3~ 540) by tbe Department of Stat~, 2o21 ( 39 100) by 

AIDP 071 (930) by USIA~ and ~61 (787) by other agencieso 

'!heir Language Training 

Before their depart11re from the UoS. a few of the 139 ~000 adul t 

dependents · now living in foreign language areas had received forei gn 

language instruction in Government-sponsored programso About 320 had 

r eceived full-time intensive instruction of 400 hours or more at th,e 

Foreign Service Institute or at a branch of Defense Language Institute 

prior to their departure from the U.S. About 360 had been enrolled 

in special 120-hour French and Spanish courses for wives at the 

Foreign Service Institu teo . About 1050 had had a 20-bour famili-

zation course at a military base 0 Since arriving at their 
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overs eas post~ where t hey wil l t ypically spend 29 months, about 

3600 o f them have had an average of 70 hours of ins tructi on in par t:­

time l anguage programs sponsored by the Foreign Service Insti tute at 

embassies and consulat~?s i n foreign language ar eas,, An addi tiona l 

27 $000 have had a 20- hour familiarizati on cour se at a military base 

abr~ado 

Over 100 9 000 have had no instruction in Government-sponsored 

language programs-- though some have studied the local language at 

their own expense . Recently at. the U.S. Embassy in Paris, for examplE\ , 

43 wives who could nc.>t be accommodated in the Government-sponsored 

French program for employees organi~ed eight classes at a cost of 

· $19000 per person for a se~uence of 36 hours of Fr ench instruction o 

Seven of these clas ses a re now on their s econd sequence .. 

Unanswered in t hese figures is the question as to how many of 

these adult dependents had previously learned the language of their 

present post in hi.gb. school or college. The number would necessarily 

be relatively sm.al l o 'J.he primary objective of tn0st high school and 

col lege language i ns truction unti l recently wa s r eadi ng o The t110at 

popular languages have been Frencn and Spani ah p but some 781 of the 

dependents now l iving in a foreign language ar ea are itl a country 

where neither Spanish nor French is useful .. I t is apparent that 

the contribution ~hich language-competent wives can make to furthering 

U .. S. interests abroad is not likely to be made unless we offer them 

substantially more i nstruction in the local language than they are 

able t o get under the present restrictive ci rcumstances .. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Factors Rea t rict:b!aLanguage Training J.or Dependen~ 

I n order to get language trainingp dependents must in many cases 

ride free in programs established primarily for employed personnel 9 

takin.g the leavings of unoccupied instructor time or· space available 

in employee class~B 9 a fact which tends to restrict both the numbers 

of dependents who can be enrolled and the number of hours of instruction 

avai lable to t hemo !he limiting f actors are l ack of l egal authority to 

pay for dependent tr.dning on the part of some sponsoJ:i ng agencies ti 

l ack. of money t o implement the au t hori t y on t he par t of others ~ and in 

some cases lack of w~tivation on the part of dependents p the ir partic­

ipation being entirely voluntary o 

1!&!1 Authority .. !~!!C?ney for Dependent Lang11age Training 

Only the De.partmen t of State has explicit authority in law to 

spend money on language and a rea trai ning for dependents , obtained 

through a 1961 amendment to t he Foreign Service Act of 19460 When 

the Department sought to augmen t language training for adult dependen t s 

in FY 1964» however ~ t he House Sub-Committee i n r eport ing out the 

appropriation bill sp~cifically stated, "The addit i onal funds requested 

for training of Foreign Service dependents have been deniedo" Additional 

funds were not reque~ted for FY 1965 ~ 

ADl» USIA and the Peace Cor ps have legal authority derived from 

the Foreign Servi ce Act of 1946 as amended ~ Defense, with 941 of 

the o~erseas dependents, as yet has no authority to provide language 

training fo r them out of appropriated monies nor has any other agency 

of the Government o In the interest of local morale 9 AID and USIA, whose 
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dependents usua l l y live side by side wi th State dependent s overseas , 

have r eluctan t l y chosen t o place t he i r trai ning on t he same limited 

baai• aa t hat imposed on State by lack of fun.de.. lbua, among all t..be 

U.S. agencies operating overseas. only the Peace Corps i• clearly 

prepared to provide laaguage t raining to its staff dependentm wb ev~r 

ceceaaf.tated by CM neeca1 of lt11 progr.ime., 

Official Need,J.?!....1.~15uage Pr o ficiency in ... !h!..].& 

In addition to the need for training i ll connection with overse·a s 

~ssigmnente , i t has become apparent in recent years t hat wives of 

ranki ng officers in the fo r e ign af f airs agenc i es who are stationed 

i n t he VJ .S o u :e frequen t ly required t o ass i s t their hus bands i n 

r epres en tationa l func tions with fo r eign diploma t s .s.nd visitors o 'I~he: 

knowl edge of a foreign l anguage is f r equently ver y useful in thes e 

situations s i nce it is often the case that wive s o f f ot:e ign visitor s 

are unabl e to speak Englisho 

Chi l dren and ~~uage Learning 

The above remarks are addressed pd ma.rily to t he matter of 

providing adequat e language ins t ruction fo r ~ dependentso The r e. 

have been t wo pr incipa l reasons for excl uding dependen t children from 

t he d i scussion .. First, childr en who have an absolute need to learn 

t he l oca l l anguage no English language schools , no English-speaki.ng 

playma t es -- l ear n it bette r i n the cour s e o f everyday living i n t he 

fo reign env i ronment t han by any course of i nstruct ion ye t devised ,, 
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Given an absolute need~ up to age 12 or 14 they may be expected to 

learn the local language with near perfection for their purposes in a 

short period of months which leaves the it· parents" deprived of the 

rigorous correction of the playground, wondering how they do it . 

Second» the immedia te and pressing problem is to find ways of helping 

wives and mothers to gain the speaking knowledge thei need to maintain 

a happy home in. a foreign language environment and to participate 

effectively in representing the ID.S~ abroadD It appears wise at this 

point to focus attention on the need to provide more language training 

for more adult dependents than we have be(m able t.o :tn the past, and 

to leave for l a ter and separate consideration the matter of language 

training for overseas dependents in the adolescent age groupo 

Es timated Need for Language Training 

T'ne needs of wives overseas can usually be met with fewer hours 

of i nstruction than are r equired for their husbands partly because 

they do not need a professional job level of proficiency and partly 

because once they have achieved a basic foundation in the language 

they are relatively fz·ee to exercise altd further develop a knowledge 

of the language on thei r own . However a small percentage whose hu8bands 6 

positions put them into extensive contact with citiz~=ns of the host 

government may need to be able to apeak the language fluentlyo The 

same is true for the wives of officers with high-level representation 

responsibili ties" Clearly in a. different catt!gory of need for languagt~ 

training .ire the wives of many staff and enlisted personnel who do no t 

have such repr esentat ional responsibility or frequent contact wi th 
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local citbens . Because of these differences 9 and the large number 

of enlbted dependents overseas, the training needs.percentage-wise 

as well as in the ac t ual numbers, vary considerably from agency to 

agency .. 

A crash pr ogram to· offer an appropriate amount Qf language 

instruction to a.11 of the wives who could use it to the advantage of 

the Government would exceed certain realitieso Some now overseas wil l 

be r eturning to the Ue So in the near future e The Government would 

prof it little f rom their trainingo Others eager for skill in the 

loca l language would find themselves unablev with other cares & to take 

advant age of i nstruction, no matter how conveniently offeredo An 

add i t iona l groupl) having had no previous education or other experience 

i n l earning to speak a fore ign language, would cont i'nue to avoid the 

local l anguage !\ convinced of their inability t o l earn it., 

A conservatl'\Te plan would provide a modest amou·nt of instruction 

f or those wives~ newly assigned to foreign 1;.mguage ar easi> whose 

positions call most Btrongl y for talent i n t he l ocal l anguageo 1.'he 

amount o f inst:n.tc t:f.on would be adjusted to the degree of their need o 

Such a p l all h presented below e 

~~s on an Es timated Annual Basis 

Pr evi ous discuesion has sought to describe t he sometimes diffi ccl t 

plight cf t he 130» 000-odd American wive s Hvi ng in forei.gn l anguage 

<:trea.s an ail official part o f the relatively n~cent UoS ., invohrement in 

\vo r l d affa irs on a pe.rson- t o- perso·n level. Subsequent discussion i s i n 

LIMI'lED OFFICIAL U.§! 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

- 8 -

term.a of annual rot ation schedules - - the women who ~ill be assigned 

annually with their husbands to replace those now representing t he 

U.S. in a foreign language environment : 

Wives in Forei gn Average Residence Approximate Average 
Language Areas at Post Annual Rota tion 

State 3,540 34 months 1, 239 

USIA 930 37 months 298 

AID 311'100 41 months 899 

Def ense 121,973* 28 months 52 ,278 

Other 787 34 mon ths 275 

1309330* 54 ~ 989 

*Excludes an estimated 8.917 dependent parents 

At tention is invited particularly to the annualized figures in the 

third column . 

The Need of the Department of Defense Wives 

A pr eliminary estimat e , taking into account only the annual rotat ion 

f actor among the Defense Department wives i n foreign language areas ~ has 

as sumed t ha t 2%& or approximately 1,046, have diplomatic or repr es ent a tion 

responsibili ties in connection with their husbands' assignments. These 

would be the dependents of personnel in t~e Military Attache System~ 

i n t ernational military headquarters , and senior officers of the Mi l i tary 

Assis tance Advisory Groups or Milita ry Missions. These dependent s r equire 

approximately 400 hours of language ins truction '.11hich 9 though substantially 

l es s than their husbands r eceive» should be enough to enable t hem 

s uccessfully to carry out their social obl i ga tiona and to manage t hei r 

hou•ehol ds. 
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The prelimina r y estimat e assumes also that an additional 81, or 

approximatel y 4, 182 Defense Department .Jives assigned to fo r eign language 

areas, ~ould re~uire a lesser ~mount of language instruction to enable 

them to live in communities abroad where English is seldom encountered or 

,,h ere their husbands ' assignments require fre4uent contact ~dth the 

i nd igenous population, though not on the diplomatic level. I t was 

estinuted that t hese dependents ·~ould requi re approximately 100 hours of 

language instruction. I t i s judged desirable, though not essential, 

t ha t many other adul t dependents have foreign lan guage training, ~~hich 

could cont inue t o be pr ovided for some 011 a space-available bas.is at 

no dddi t iona l cost to the Government as ~ t pr esent. 

Pending completion of a t horough s t udy of t he qudl ity and quantity 

of foreign language training of Departmen t of Defense personnel and 

t heir dependents recently order ed by the Secr etary of Defense , no annual 

cos t es t imate for Defense i s included a t this time. 

The Need of Ci vilian-Agenci; Wi!!!. 

The j obs of civilian- agency employees in fo r eign l anguage areas 

t end t o bring both the employees and t heir ·~ives into contact .dth 

l oca l ci ti~ens e ither on t he official or the personal plane -- or bo t h. 

It i s assumed therefor e that language competence on t h par t of the 

wives of a l l civilian-agency pe rsonnel would contribute in soaae meas ure 

to t he na t i onal interest. It is estima t ed that 2oi would not be 
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candidates f or language training ~ either because they ca.nno t enroll for 

personal reasons or because they already have a satisfactory cormnand of 

the languageo Of the r emai nder i t i s est~.mated tha t all would need tht? 

courtesy level of proficiency which would r esult f rom a minimum of 100 

hours o f instruction and that. 10% should receive an average of 400 boulfa of 

i nstruction ei t her because of the difficulty of the l anguage or because 

they need the highe1· 1 evel of proficiency ,,,,hi ch would result from the 

additional ins tructiono The following table quantifies the annual 

training needs of civilian-agency ~ives accord i ng t o t his formula: 

Approximate Hours of Wives li 
Average Need 400 l eed 100 'total Tra ining i.n 
Annual llours of Bcurs of Bour ·s n 1964 ,, Mai.n l y 

_!?tation Instruct~ .!!!tructi on !.J:.OEose~ .§R.ace-Avai l~!-,!: 

State l g239 99 892 128i' 80() 76 ~ 850 

USIA 298 24 214 31 )3 000 20 !) 360 

Am 899 72 647 93 ~ 500 469 790 

Others 275 22 198 28a60(! 68 0ZQ 
2 9711 2i7 l i>ffi 2819900 1509070 

Tb.us the i.ncreases in hour s of ins true tion and i n cos t over n 1961~ 

levels to meet t he minimum language training needs fo r civilian- agency 

wives in the f ie ld of foreign affai r s woul d be as fol lows ~ 

St a t e 

USIA 

AID 

Others 

Proposed I ncrease in 
Hour s Over PY 64 Level 

51 ,950 

101) 640 

22, 530 
131 9830 
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$ 93!)510 

19 , 152 

84., 018 
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RICOMMDDATION: 

It is recommu1ded that the U" So Departments and agencies which 

send representatives overseas be directed to seek amendmente to their 

existing legislati.on or new legis lation as appropriate9 and also to 

request appropriate f unds , ~o provide needed language training for 

adult depende11ts of foreign affairs personnel of their respective 

agencies. 

The intention of this legislation and the use of appropriated 

funds should be specifically to provide appropriate language train:i.ng 

for adtll t dependents who are a,saigned overseas or ~ho have a firm 

expectation of such an a~signment or for the wive~ of ranking fore i gn 

affairs officers assigned to the United States who need a knowledgiE 

of a specif:f.c foreign langu~ge to assist the i>: husbands in carry 5..ng. 

out their repreE;entat:ionC'l l functions. with foreign diploma.ts ore v :f.$:1 t orso 

Attachments~ 

l ~ Estimated Dependents in Foreign Language Areas -
April 30$1 19640 

Estimated Adult Dependents in Government-Sponsored Foreign 
Language Study .Dudng Ff 1964 ., 

2 . Secti.on 701 ... The Foreign Service Act of 1946 as Amended o 

O/FSI:.JameA R. Frith/Howard J .. Sollenberger 

May 8, 1964 
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ESnMATED DEPENDENTS IN FOREIGN LAltlUAOE AREAS* - APRIL JO. 1964 

Adu1t dependents C.bildren Tgtal dependents 

State 3,54.0 6,459 9,999 
USIA 930 1,800 2,7JO 
AID 3,100 311000 6,;uJO 
Da£ense lJ0,890*» 225,758 )56, 6L>8*** 
Peace Corps 205 ~13 718 
Agriculture 150 200 350 
Other 412. _ _22! l.l2J 

Tot al 139,247 238,421 3"17,668 

* The figures exclude dependents in countries where English is the 
primary indigenoues language. The Defense f'igu:r•es exclude al.so 
dependents in oourrtries where English is a non-indigenous but 
ot£icial language . 

-iff• Including an estimated 8917 dependent parent.a. 
*** Acrt.ual as of Sep·teirber JO, 196J . 

u. s. 
lull-time :ea~-time 

FSI Pl~grams: 
State .33 69 
AID 9 20 
USIA 12 27 
Defense 27 43 
Others 0 -1 ·sr- 160 

Detense Programs 26 3rrt 

Other : 
.AID 8 0 

GRAND TOTAL u; 467 

overseas 
E)lll-time farj-ti~t 

0 791 
0 ;37 
0 176 
0 289 

_Q ..JL 
0 1878 

0 11,551 

0 0 

0 l.3,429 

Attachment l 



SECTION 701 - nIE FOREIGN SERVICE ACT OP 1946 AS AMENDED 

The Secr e t ary sha ll ~ i n order t o f urnish t rain ing and 
i nstr uction to off icers and employees of the Servi ce and of 
the Depar tment and . t o othe r of f i cers and employees of the 
Gove rnment for whom t raini ng and ins t ruction in t he fie ld of 
fore i gn rela tions is necessary~ and i n o rder to promote and 
fos t e r programs of s tudy inci.dental t o such t raining ~ establish 
a Foreign Service I ns titute 9 her e i na fter called the I nsti t ute o 
The Secretary may a l so provtde22/ approRr ia te o r i enta tion and 
l anguage t r ainin g t o members of famil~./ of offi cers and 
emp l oyees o f t he Governmen t i n an tid .pa t.ion o f t he as s!§?ment 
a broad o f s uch o f f ice r s an.d emp loye e s or while a br oad .. -
Other agenc i es of t he Gover nmen t shall where\,er prac t icable 
avoid duplf.cat i.ng t he facilit i e s o.f t he I ns titut e and the 
t r a i n i ng p r o v i ded by the Secretary a t t he Inst i. tut c~ or e lse­
wihere c 

~/sec o 708 ( 1) o f the For e i gn Ass i s tance Act o f 1961 ( 75 Stat ~ 
464; 22 U,, S .. C. Section 104 1) 9 amended t he second sentence 
as fo llows : Struck out t he words " to t he extend that 
space is availab l e the refo r " whi ch appeared a f t e r the word 
"provide" ; subst ituted '\nembers of fami l yu for " spouses" ; 
added t he 1.1o r ds " o r wh i l e a broad " o 

Attachment 2 
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.. . 'rhft· l•parttaat •I s11sr1, 'ba• lo• t•1* •lMl• the wivu.
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'o lu..• tu l•~•·• ot· th• ••unt;riet ta .whl.oh 1ibi¥ &.tv•.
'l'h• .»•P.•r1'-... •-$l&ht ·Qld l'"et.ve.4 aesllhtive autllll'i'"
in iSll lrtiJ ti. tr:a~n!iag •f 41.pe:nteatllJ hQWeves-·, ru.41, 
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ti-a.s.n..~~ !h' N••'P· Se•viQe ln~tituio• • -·en••e.ae4. 
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; c:JoWinc£et~nditufe 
UC Attachment A 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

GENERAL INFORMATION ON LANGUAGE TRAINING 
FOR MEMBERS OF FAMILY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS PERSONNEL 

'11le Foreign Service Institute will, as facilities permit, provide training 
in the language of onward assignment for the following categories of members of 
family of foreign affairs personnel accompanying the officer to the post: 

First Priority: Wives and other adult dependents (18 years of age and 
above) of officers and employees who have been notified of overseas assign­
ments and who are assigned to FSI for language training. 

Second Priority: Wives and other adult dependents (18 years of age and 
above) of officers who have been notified of overseas assignments but are 
not to be assigned to FSI for language training. 

Special part-time French and Spanish classes meeting three hours a day for 
periods of eight weeks will convene at four-week intervals on the same starting 
dates as the regular 16-week program: i.e., October 7, November 4, December 2, 
1963; January 2, January 27, February 24, March 23, 1964, etc. If there is 
sufficient demand, the initial 8-week course may be followed by a second 8-week 
course at an appropriately advanced level. Classes will meet either from 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon or from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Tuition, when applicable, is 
$212.00 per 8-week session during FY 1964, payable only by the sponsoring agency. 
Enrollments are approved only for applicants who can be present for the full 
duration of the course. Part-time instruction in other languages may be offered 
if there is sufficient demand and as facilities permit. 

Full-time intensive training will be offered on a space-available basis in 
courses established for employees. 

' t. . 

Classes will consist of no more than six students and will require a minimum 
of three students, all at the same level of language proficiency. Classes will 
meet five days a week. Regular daily attendance will be required with additional 
time, as necessary, spent in outside preparation at home or making use of the 
language laboratory facilities at FSI. 

The back of this page should be completed for application. Members of 
family of Department of State personnel should send applications directly to 
Mrs. Esther K. Greer, Room 2120. Applications from other agencies should be 
forwarded through and with the approval of the training office of their 
respective agencies. Additional information on language training ·may be obtained 
by calling Mrs. Greer on DUdley 3-3260. 

Through the courtesy of the Department of the Army, nursery facilities at 
nearby Arlington Hall Station on Route 50 near Glebe Road are available at a 
minimum fee for the children of wives enrolled in courses at PSI. Information 
is available at the office of the Registrar, FSI, on DUdley 3-4792. 

~~~~~'JP'!"!~] 
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APPLICATION FOR LANGUAGE TRAINING 
FOR MEMBERS OF FAMILY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS PERSONNEL 

NAME OF APPLICANT LANGUAGE 

V,'""'!'.""l' "" """!I~ 
HUSBAND'S POST OF ASSIGNMENT 

'.} --------------------------------------------------­
!l 

:1 PREVIOUS LANGUAGE TRAINING: Languages ------------------ ­
;;i 
ni Where Inclusive Dates...,, ..;.. .~.."".::,:J 

Can you commit yourself to regular attendance for the full duration of the course? 

Special part-time training, 3 hours a day for 8 weeks /--, 

*(tuition payable by sponsoring agency) 

Space-available full-time training in regular classes meeting 6 hours 

a day for ----- months I I 


When will you be available for language training? 
 From ----- To ------­
HUSBAND'S NAME GRADE AGENCY 

HUSBAND'S LANGUAGE TRAINING: Is he presently enrolled in a language class.at FSI? 

Yes I I No I I If so, what language? • If not, does 

he expect an assignment to language at FSI? Yes I I No I/. If so, what 

language? When? 

TO BE FILLED IN BY TRAINING OFFICE 

OF AGENCIES OTHER THAN 


· THE DEPAR'IMENT OF STATE 


This .application is approved and 
such training as can be offered by 
FSI is hereby requested. 

Signed 
.Authorizing Officer 

Agency '. ____________________________ 

Date 

Signature 

Home Telephone No. ------------ ­

Husband's Office Address 

Office Telephone No. 

· *This 'application, if submitted by an agency other than State, AID, CIA or 
USIA, must be accompanied by a completed DS'."' 755A•. 

October 2, 1963 STATE.:;RD - Washington, D. C. 

http:class.at


Attachment B 

Wives in Language Training 
As Of April 20, 1964 

Agency Language Special Full-Time 

USIA Arabic 2 

If French 3 

" German l 

II Spanish 1 2 

11 

State 

" 
If 

Thai 

Bulgarian 

Czech 

French 14 

l 

l 

l 

n 
[] 

II German 3 

II Greek l 

II Portuguese l 

JI s;eanish 5 3 

AID Spanish 9 

Defense French 2 2 

11 Hungarian 1 

" Portuguese 2 

" Spanish 12 3 

II Thai l 
TOTALS ~ 

O/FSI:SKCarlson:4/J.7/64 



:tachment C 

DEl,.AP..TM.ENT OF STATE 

FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE 


l'OS'l' LA'fiGUAGE ~..'RAINING PROGRAHS 

AID 

USIA 

Agriculture 

MAAG 

Pcace ·Corps 

'.treasury 

Arm.y 

Total 

786 

236 178 521 16 

27 18 56 2 

319 61 422 1 

131 12 21 16l~ 13 

12 11 2 2 

b,Q 10 2 

3J 59 4 

302 6 3 3 

31 15 16 2 

!_I Included in Total Number of Students colurru.1~ 

Note: These figures represent trcir~:tri.g in Post Le.nguagf.! Prog~:-eros at 
201 posts. Training was p~ovidcd in 53 languages .. 

Er~ployees ~~ho received both z~oup end individual instruction are 
counted once for each enrollment c~tezoryo 

O/FSI:BTCarland:MP~gjf 4/2/64 



:achment D 

4/17/64 

LANGUAGE TRAINING FOR DEPENDENTS AT FOREIGN SERVICE POSTS 

Policy Statements: 

Ref. 1: 
Ref. 2: 
Ref. 3: 

CA-2874, September 28, 1961 (continues in force) 
CW-10162, June 19, 1962 (continues in force) 
CA-6321, December 10, 1962 (continues in force). 

Ref. 1: IV.F.2 states: "Wives of eligible employees may participate 
on a space-available basis." 

Ref. 2: states the policy on language training for dependents at 
f i eld posts on or after July 1, 1962 with the significant 
qualification "to . the extent that available funds permit". 

Ref. 3: (FY63 Fund Authorizations, Post Language Programs) states 
"In order to meet the needs for job-related language training 
to the maximum extent during the balance of fiscal year 1963, 
it will be necessary to curtail or eliminate training in lower 
priority categories." Six applicable priorities are then 
given. Dependent's training is assigned to priority five, 
that is next to the lowest. In essence, this priority re­
states the conditions set forth in Reference 2. Its low 
ranking on the list has in effect meant curtailment and in a 
few cases elimination of training for dependents in the field 
at Government expense when funds were low. 

O/FSI:FFrauchiger:bsw:rd 
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LDl1'1B orncw. 1111 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

'IGll>IAIJIJM FOR MR. iRoML,IJ 8Mxm 
8ub~eo1H NatiOnaJ. 8ecurity Aotion Memorandum No, 291 

X. i.ve nc>ted. •• •o. ·293' : <?:f·.·Ap):"il ia, 1961+, c&Uing . ~r .a review 
.and t-eport bJ' S~•t•, 1~ coordi~at1on with othet- egeneies1 ot 
~· trahiing for U. ·$.. Clove~nt dependents. . . 

• I · l 

We woUl.d l;ike to h&v.e the .¢~r·tun1ty to revift. the r•»ort anti 
·couul.t with *PPn?Jlri,ate •1$C Jrtatt on whatever further P11191s 
4'nd ·recOJ'liDlendations on the subJect are med.Et• . ~ 

-X · ·s.na 1 .. Levis 
Deputy Chief 
International Division 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

April 21, 1964 

TO: McGeorge Bundy 

Thank you very much. 

LBJ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

April 20, 1964 

Mr. President: 

For information - - a follow-up to 
your commitment at Thursday press 
conference. 

McG. B. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHING T ON 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 	 April 18, 1964 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 293 

TO: 	 The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defe.nse 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Administrator of AID 
The Director of U.S. Information Agency 

SUBJECT: 	 Language Training for U.S. Government Dependents 

It is requested that the Department of State, in coordination with 
Defense, CIA, USIA, AID,, and other appropriate agencies, prepare 
a report on the subject of language training for U.S. Government 
dependents who are stationed overseas. The report should include 
the following information as well as any other information which is 
considered pertinent: 

1. The nature and extent of our present 
program, in Washington and overseas. 

2. An evaluation of the adequacy of our 
present program. 

3. Recommendations fo.r further action. 

in <-{>"I' lk_.P 
McGeorge Bundy 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 




(from Thursday press conference) 

QUESTION: As you know, we now have a record number 
of military and diplomatic dependents abroad, well over 700, 000. 
In your concern for the American image and your admirable de sire 
to improve the status of women, don't you think it would be worth 
the expense to provide language courses for these wives before 
they go over seas ? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think ..it is always desirable for anyone 
to acquire as much knowledge of languages as possible. I haven't 
given any study to the particular suggestion you make. It seems to 
be a good one, and I will have it explored. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Aprill?, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

MR. BUNDY 

SUBJECT: NSAM on Language Training 

I thought you said you wanted a memo from the 
President on the above subject, but I'm not 
sure. Anyway, a choice is attached. 

Gor don Chase 

~ 

~ 
""' ~ 'l 

~ .~ -~ 
) .. 

f( 



PRESIDENT'S PRESS CONFERENCE 

April 16, 1964 

QUESTION: As you know, we now have a record number 

of military·and diplomatic dependents abroad, well over 

700, 000. In your concern for the American image and your 

admirable desire to improve the status of women, don't you 

think it would be worth the e.xpense to provide language courses 

for these wives before they go ·overseas? 

THE PRESIDENT: I think it is always desirable for anyone 

to acquire as much knowledge of languages as possible. I 

haven't given any study to the particular suggestion you 

make. It seems to be a good one; and I will have it explorbed. 
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