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THE WHITE HOUSE )

WASHINGTON

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE April 18, 1964

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO, 293

TO:

SUBJECT:

The Secretary of State

The Secretary of Defense

The Director of Central Intelligence

The Administrator of AID

The Director of U.S. Information Agency

Language Training for U.S. Government Dependents

It is requested that the Department of State, in coordination with
Defense, CIA, USIA, AID, and other appropriate agencies, prepare
a report on the subject of language training for U.S. Government
dependents who are stationed overseas. The report should include
the following information as well as any other information which is
considered pertinent:

1. The nature and extent of our present
program, in Washington and overseas.

2. An evaluation of the adequacy of our
pPresent program.

3. Recommendations for further action.

McGeorge Bundy

cc:

> Mr. Bundy
Mzr. Chase
Mrzr. Johnson
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: NSAl Language Training
for overnment Dependents

Enclosed is a statement of various agencies'
activities in the area of language training for
U.S. Government dependents. A preliminary report
on this matter dealing with the Department of
State's activities was forwarded on April 28.

A brief summary of the paper is on the first
page.

Benjamin H. Read
Executive Secretary

Enclosure:

Response to NSAM 293.
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR, MeCEORGE BUNDY
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Language Training for Dependents.

At the President's press conference on April 16
- & question was presented regarding language training
of dependents of our offiicials overseas, I believe
the attached memorandum presents a good summary of
the efforts we have made on behalf of dependents.

We will be pleased to supply any additional infor-
mation and recommendatlons, if you so wish,

A reply to NSAM.}SZ’ is in preparation.

Béngaman n. Read
Executive Secretary

Enclosure:
As siated.



MEMORANDUM
SUBJECT: LANGUAGE TRAINING FOR U,S., GOVERNMENT DEPENDENTS

The Department of State has long felt that the wives
of foreign affalrs persomnel should be given a faly chance
to learn the languages of the countries in which they iive,
The Department sought and recelved legislative authority
in 1961 for the training sf~aa¥gnﬁaaﬁt; however, funds
requested in subsequent years to implement the authority on
the scale whieh the Department believes ls desirable have
not been provided by the Congress. In reporting out the
pill apprgpriatizgsfunés for the operation of the Depart-
ment in FY 1964 the House Committee on Appropriations _
specifically sbtated, "The additional funds requested for
training of Foreign Service dependents have been denied,"

- The lask of specific funds to provide language train-
ing for members of Ferelgn Serviece famlllies has had a
restrictive effesct but has by no means ellminated sueh
training., The Foreign Service Institute has encouraged
wives to enroll in any language olass in whieh there are
vagant chairs and has reprogrammed 1ts work to make the
aquivalent of one instructor in Spanish and one instruoctor
in French available to provide separate part~time classes
for wives who are about to accompany thelr husbands on
assignments to foreign language areas, By these means 75
wives of State, USIA, AID and milltary personnel are now
receliving instruotion in 9 languages at the Forelign Service
Institute in Washingbton, During the lasti6 moaths of y
1963, 1172 dependents representing over s dozen Federal
agencies recelved language training usually at the rate of
ong hour a day in 39 languages at their posts of assign-
gﬁﬁgtégtbraining programs sponsored by the Forelgn Service

nskftute.,

The Department has sought to be in a8 pesaition to
provide language instruction for substantlally larger
numbers of dependents and to provide more hours of instruc-
tion for each of them, Lack of adequate funds, however,
has restricted this program. The prinoipal restrictions
have been the following:

1. The tralining has
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APPLICATION FOR LANGUAGE TRAINING
FOR MEMBERS OF FAMILY OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS PERSONNEL

NAME OF APPLICANT LANGUAGE

HUSBAND'S POST OF ASSIGNMENT

PREVIOUS LANGUAGE TRAINING: Languages

Where Inclusive Dates

Can you commit yourself to regular attendance for the full duration of the course?
Special part-time training, 3 hours a day for 8 weeks 1:7'
*(tuition payable by sponsoring agency)

Space-available full-time training in regular classes meeting 6 hours

a day for months 45:7
When will you be available for language training? From To
HUSBAND'S NAME GRADE AGENCY

HUSBAND'S LANGUAGE TRAINING: 1Is he presently enrolled in a language class. at FSI?

‘Yes 1:7 No 1:7 If so, what language? . If not, does

‘he expect an assignment to language at FSI? Yes-[:7 No‘£:7. If so, what

language? When?

TO BE FILLED IN BY TRAINING OFFICE
- OF AGENCIES OTHER THAN

THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE v

Signature

This application is approved and
such training as can be offered by Home Telephone No.
FSI is hereby requested,

Husband's Office Address

Signed

‘Authorizing Officer

Agency: Office Telephone No.

Date

' *This application, if submitted by an agency other than State, AID, CIA or
USIA, must be accompanied by a8 completed DS-755A.

October 2, 1963 STATE:RD - Washington, D. C.


http:class.at

Wives in Language Training
As Of April 20, 196k

Attachment B

Agency Language Special Full=Time
USTA Arabic 2
" French 3
n German 1
" Spanish 1 2
" Thai 1
State Bulgarian 1
n Czech 1
" French 1L k
" German 3
" Greek 1
" Portuguese 1
n Spanish 5 3
AID Spanish 9 |
Defense French 2 2
" Hungarian 1
n Portuguese 2
" Spanish 12 3
" Thai 1
TOTALS LB 75

0/FSI:SKCarlson:L/17 /6L




.tachment C

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
FOREIGN SERVICE IiISTLTUIE

POST LAYIGUAGE TRAINING PROGRAUS

Summary report of student trsining in post language programs
during the pexicd July 1 through December 31, 1963:

Emplovees Total  }Stepped-up
Group individual § Number offInstructicn
¥nstruction{Instruction{ Dependents) Students a/
State Dapartment 1516 634 502 2652 23
Other U.S. Apencies:
AID 786 103 338 1227 81
USIA 236 178 107 521 16
Agriculture 27 i8 11 56 ’2
MAAG 319 | 42 61 w2 1
Peace Corps 131 12 21 164 13
Treagury 12 11 2 i 25 2
U.S. Air Force 40 ‘ 10 34 ; 84 @ 2
U. 3. Awrmy 124 33 59 f 213 4
U. 8. Marines 302 L 3 311 3
U.S. Nevy | 31 15 16 62 é
Othexrs v G
(12 agencies) 1234 22 18 L 174 E
Total 2142 &47 670 8 __ 3239 g
grond Tocal s | o | | |

a Included ia Total Number of Students column.
a/

Note: These Iiguves represeant txaining in Past Lenguage Progrems at
201 posts. Tralning was provided in 53 languages.

Employeses who received both group end individual inmstruction are
counted once for each enrollment category.

0/FsI:BTCarland:MP:gif 4/2/64






XECUTI 5! T

APR 23 1954

Bubject: National Security Action Memorsndum No. 293

I have noted N8AM No. 293 of April 18, 196k, calling for a review
and report by State, in coordination with other egencies, of
language training for U. 8. Government dependents.

We would like to have the opportunity to review the report and
consult with appropriate NSC staff on vhatever further analysis
and recommendations on the subject are made.

N 2

Ve !
e | &\%

“Ipi.ng J. Levis
Deputy Chief
Internetional Division

2/,

\U\_



TO: McGeorge Bundy

Thank y ou very much.

LBJ



April 20, 1964
I r, -side
For formation -- a follow-up to

your commitment at Thursday press
conference.

McG. B.
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(from Thursday press conference)

QUESTION: As you know, we now have a record number
of military and diplomatic dependents abroad, well over 700, 000,
In your concern for the American image and your admirable desire
to improve the status of women, don't you think it would be worth
the expense to provide language courses for these wives before
they go overseas?

THE PRESIDENT : I think it is always desirable for anyone
to acquire as much knowledge of languages as possible. I haven't
given any study to the particular suggestion you make. It seems to
be a good one, and I will have it explored.






PRESIDENT'S PRESS CONFERENCE

April 16, 1964

QUESTION: As you know, we now have a record number
of military and diplomatic dependents abroad, well over
700, 000, In your concern for the American image and your
admirable desire to improve the status of women, don't you
think it would be worth the expense to provide language courses
for these wives before they go'overseas?

THE PRESIDENT: I think it is always desirable for anyone

to acquire as much knowledge of languages as possible. I
haven't given any study to the particular suggestion you

make. It seems to be a good one, and I will have it explored.
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