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A~ion Memorandum 

Noo 296 of April 25, 1964 issued at the White House: 

QUOTE Panama Review ~oumittee 

A Conmittee composed of the Ambassador to Panama, CINCSO, 

and the Govemor of the Panama Canal Zone, and chaired by the 

Ambassador, will be established and will meet pcn::iodically at the 

call of any member to discuss conditions in Panama and the Zone 

and exchange reports and proposals on actions to be undertaken in 

the interests of the United States and better UeSo/Panamanian 

;I 
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t 
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relationslJ The President expects that the members of this Coumittee 

will share their concern fully and frankly with each other. and 

will work together closely in discharging their respective re pon• 

aibilities o Any dif ferencea which may arise will be referred to 

the Panama Review Group located in W&shingtono Any action ap ed 

upon by the Panama Review Con:mittee will b report Washington 
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.Page 2 of telegram to . Amem~assy' PANAMA 

by the Ambassador before this action is taken, whenever such 
/ . 

action could affect the work of the Special Representativea 

The Special Rep.re'~ent~tive Will · b~ notified through Washington 

of such proposed actiono UNQUOTE 

COMMENT~ Full text NSAM 296 being sent in airgram as well as 

copies earlier NSAM's 152 dated April 30, 1962 and 164 dated 

June 15, 19620 

The Ambassador in reporting as Chairman of the Panama ~view 

Conmtlttee should direct such reports to the Assistant Secretary 

of State for Inter-American Affairs who is Chairman of the Panama 

Review Group in Washingtono 

END 
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FILE COPY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

8EC~ET April 25, 1964 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 296 

TO: Secretary of State 
Secretary of Defense 

SUBJECT: Interdepartmental organization for Panamanian affairs 

The President has approved the following organizational arrangements 
relating to the formulation and execution of U. S. policy in Panama. 

1. Panama Review Groun 

a. The Panama Review Group, composed of the Secretary of 
the Army, the Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-An:ierican Affairs, 
the Special Representative, a White House representative, and chaired 
by the Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American :Affairs, will 
be the principal point of focus below the President for the formulation 
and execution of policy with regard to Panama. The Executive 
Secretary of the Panama Review Group will be designated by the 
Department of State. 

b. The Panama Review Group will work closely with the officers 
supporting the Special Representative in exercising control over actions 
which might affect the treaty discussions, publicity, and security. 

2. Panama Review Committee 

A Committee composed of the Ambassador to Panama, CINCSO, 
and the Governor of the Panama Canal Zone, and chaired by the 
Ambassador, will be established and will meet periodically at the 
call of any member to discuss conditions in Panama and the Zone 
and exchange reports and proposals on actions to be undertaken in 
the interests of the United States and better U.S. /Panamanian relations. 
The President expects that the members of this Committee will share 
their concern fully and frankly with each other, and will work together 
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-SECRET -2- April 25, 1964 

closely in discharging their respective responsibilities. Any 
differences which may arise will be referred to the Panama Review 
Group located in Washington. Any action agreed upon by the 
Panama Review Committee will be reported to Washington by the 
Ambassador before this action is taken, whenever such action 
could affect the work of the Special Representative. The Special 
Representative will be notified through Was.hington of such 
proposed action. 

;~cfM.jy tLY 
McGeorge Bundy 

cc: 
Mro Bundy 
Mr. Dungan . 
Mr o Chase (,a,ud c'i to ~ ) . y{'l- '1 

Mro Johnson 
NSC Files 
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DRAFT 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 

The President has approved the following organizational arrangements 

relating to the formulation and execution of U.S. policy in Panama. 

1. Panama Review Group 

a. The Panama Review Group, composed of the Secretary 

of the Army, the Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American 

Affairs, the Special Representative, a White House representative, 

and chaired by the Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American 

Affairs, will be the principal point of focus below the President for 

the formulation and execution of th policy with regard to Panama. 

The Executive Secretary of the Panama Review Group will be desig-

nated by the Department of State. 

b. The Panama Review Group will work closely with 

1.1 (~f ~v ., 
the s-~~EH:lp supporting the Special Representative in exercising 

control over actions which might affect the treaty discussions, pub-

licity, and security. 

2. Panama Review Committee 
\ " 

. .) 

A Committee composed of the Ambassador to Panama, CINCO, 
f\ 

and the Governor of the Panama Canal 2bne, and chaired by the Ambassador, 

will be established and will meet periodically at the call of any member to 

discuss conditions in Panama and the Zone and exchange reports and 

proposals on actions to be undertaken in the interests of the United States 
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and better U.S. /Panamanian relations. The President expects that the 

members of this Committee will share their concern fully and frankly 

with each other, and will work together closely in discharging their 

respective responsibilities. Any differences which may arise will be 

referred to the Panama Review Group located in Washington. Any 

action agre e d upon by the Panama Review Committee will be reported 

to Washington by the Ambassador before this action is taken, whenever 

such action could affect the work of the Special Representative. The 

Special Representative will be notified through Washington of such 

proposed action. 



J / ' / 
C 

( l IL ·:r- ,... J '"' ~.-... ( 0,, -,.._~·v~ '- <~v~ J ·-~' .... ~~u .,_ ~ [ l~~ 

f 2,__~~ C,___,,,~ ~:~ ::_ £ { L;., ~ ) t,_,.{.,'-~ 
,l-.t U-- ~_, ... v.:_:""' l ) April 16, 1964 

·~--._l_ ~~~'-'_L.J ('A-()'- e ~(___ • 3Q! (;.; '\_l, 

uf u::_ .S'ue. ._:f ~ 
ic;__r~-~ t_ ... ..,-( ::r:~ 

DRAFT - NSAM 

The President has approved the following organiza ·onal arrangements 
relating to the formulation and execution of U. S. licy in Panama. 

{): ~ Panama Review Comrni ttee. (} 11 k fl,Vyv(.., ~ 
_,,. VV).......vl'!A,'V'(\._.!i.'-._ 
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A Committee composed of ' the CINCSO, ~ the Governor o the 
Panama Canal Zone aria chaired by the Am.baos-a~a w± 1 
be established and will meet periodically.~ discuss conditi~ns 
in Panama and the Zone an~ on actions to-b~ undertaken ~n 
the interest of ~d States and better u.s./Panamanian 

..----~rel--a~i-un • · s arise they will be referreq to th 
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Panama Rev'ew Group ocated in Washington. ~'~ 

~ :es.uJ..t.-e eei-s±cms-~by-the-Panama R~-3:::6-t-~ the 
Spe · 1 Representative ·11 be notified through Washington of such 

oposed action. . 
C"~ eif ~~(..,_,. w:Ll ""-.L'\ 

Q)~ Panama Review Group. (} 

a. The Panama Review Group, composed of the Secretary of 
the Army, the Assistant Secretary of State for Inter-American 
Affairs, the Special Representative and Gbaired..: .:b~ a White House 

----'f!epr@sentat±-v~, will be the principal point of focus below the 
President for t~~;~~u:J_ation and_ execittion qf the pplicy with , 
regard to Panam~: ~ Cu ... Lt,:l..,:i $'££ u_ Co"', 0 1 f t.. l~vn.-1#.,, TC(., w- cy.,~// t,SV'-f '"' 

cly.{1~"- .1,, .JC .. ~w..4 (f( St-aJJ.. 
4 b. The Panama Revi'e-vz__ Comrnittee will work closely with 

the special group supporting t'h~Special Representative in exer­
cising control over actions which'.m.~t affect the trea.ty discussions, 
publicity, and security. ~ 
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&1 ·~ 1J ~ s-1-c._,t, -(L fl>"'~·-. c-~ c'ffo...,~ ~ 

~ 

L0\-Lt. ~ ,'Yh_..__ ~.:..,... LAJ-VV-...."""'' f') I e.. t {, 

- «AA "\ Gvv'-u 1/~.,_,R\. l-'\;'t '(_ l·v--~ 

k , , e,~ c~ ' ""'l. .fc~.._11..,., 4;.,._ t ~'""-~"". ~. , , - ~ ao--~:~~~\· j 

~ +t.....: ev._ ~-., e.c-i \,~ ~ ·U-rvv~ l (,--l \,~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

8EOR:l!::Y 
April 22, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BUNDY 

SUBJECT: Panama Organizational Arrangements--NSAM 

1. Ralph Dungan wants you to know that he heard from 
the President (through Moyers) that the President 
wants the organizational arrangements set up Ralph 1 s 
way (e.g. WH chairmanship of Review Group). Ralph 
put the proposal in a memo, which went to the Presi­
dent and which you have seen (copy attached). 

2. While Ralph did not seem happy, he did not seem 
disposed to fight about the matter. However, he 
suggested that, in view of the above history, you may 
want to check the NSAM out with the President. 

3. I, for one, strongly agree with your judgment on 
this one. 

DEClASSIFtED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4 

NSC Memo, 1/30/95, State Guidetines 
Bv~, NARA, Date Ol-lo· ~ 

5E£RE'¥ ~ 

cc 
Gordon Chase 
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