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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON 25,D. C. L ‘ e i iz

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
8 August 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR: Honorable McGeorge Bundy
Special Assistant to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C,

SUBJECT : Language Training for U.S. Government
Dependents

REFERENCE : NSAM No. 306, dated June 19, 1964, same
subject

1. The Central Intelligence Agency is working with the pertinent
agencies to develop the specific details of a program for language
training for U.S. Government dependents. We believe that Section 8
of the CIA Act of 1949, as amended, provides ample authority to meet
the immediate needs of the Agency in complying with the spirit and
intent of NSAM No. 306. We will, of course, be glad to work with
other appropriate agencies in the preparation of legislation in this
area for the Government generally.

2. We do not anticipate a need for additional funds in Fiscal Year 25X1A
1965 but will make adequate provision for such funds in subsequent
Fiscal Years.

. McCone
Director
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June 8, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, BUNDY
SUBJECT: Language Study for U.S. Government Dependents

1. On April 16, at a press conference, a questioner suggested that it
would be worthwhile to provide language training to the wives of U. S,
military and diplomatic personnel serving abroad. The President thought
the suggestmn a good one and said he would have it explored. The press
co ance excerpt is attached at Tab 1.

2. On April 18, you signed NSAM 293, requesting State and other agencies
‘the problem of language training for dependents. The NSAM is at

3. Attached at Tah 3 is a memorandum from State transmitting the requested
study. - The stud ich has a good summary page, notes that there is need
for panded language program for Government dependents, and recom-
mends that the interested agencies seek appropriate legislative authority and
funds (amounts are small) to provide a modest increase in assignment-related
language training for wives.

4, Attached loosely at Tab 4 is another NSAM, for your signature, which I
asked BOB to prepare - after BOB had studied State's paper and” ° agreed
that the paper had merit. The NSAM is designed to indicate the President's
general approval but not to tie him down to anything specific at this prelim-
inary point in time.

5. Attached at Tab 5 is BOB's draft press statement for White House release;
alternatively, it could be shaped to fit a Presidential press conference. There

is no hurry on this, however, and I will run the press problem by you again
once the NSAM is signed.

Goraon Lr e
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE April 18, 1964

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 293

TO: The Secretary of State
The Secretary of Defense
The Director of Central Intelligence
™ - * Iministrator of AID
The Director of U.S. Information Agency

'SUBJECT: ' Language Training for U.S. Government Dependents
It is requested that the Department of State, in coordlnatlon with
Defense, CIA, U™ " -AID, and other appropriate a.genc:.es, .prepare
a report on the subject of language training for U.S. Government
deper ' s who are stationed overseas. The report should include
the following information as well as any other information which is

"considered pertinent:

1. The nature and extent of our present
program, in Washington and overseas.

2. An evaluation of the adequacy of our
present program.

3. Recommendations for further action.

Moy G f

McGeorge Bundy
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May 21, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: NSAM 293: Language Training
for U.S. Government Dependents

Enclosed is a statement of various agencies'
activities in the area of language training for
U.S. Government dependents. A preliminary report
on this matter dealing with the Department of
State's activities was forwarded on April 28.

A brief summary of the paper is on the first

£

page.

Benjamin H. Read
Executive Secretary

Enclosure:

Response to NSAM 293.
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Language Training for 4.8, Governmentgxawg

"™3POMNSE TO NSAM 293:
: I rendents,

SUMMARY

Over 130,000 American vomen live abzroad in a foreign language
eavironment, asalgned there with their husgbands on official U,8, business,
It would gerve the uational futerest for substantial numbers of them &o
speak the language of the country in which they are living, :

Only a few had the gcod fortuna to learn the language which now
surrounds them bzfore they received their assigoments, Some foreign

language tri ° "ig, largely on a space aveélable basis, is already bLeing
provided for wives in connesction with their asgignments overseas, How-
e it iz the considered opinion of the foreign affairs agencies and

ti jepartument of Defenge that there is a substantial need that is unot
being met.

The need epeentially is for wos: wives of civilian employses over-
seas and about BZ of the wives of wmilitary personmnel to acquirzs enough
proficiency to meet houseshold living needs and liwmited social courtesy
requirenents, A reasonable start could be made toward providiag this
threugh a minimua of 100 hours of imstruction,

Beyond this, approximately 10% of the wives of civilian foreign
affairs officers and 2% of the wives of wilitary officers (principally
attaches znd wmission personnel) need higher proficiency to enable them
to assist their hugsbands in handling representational wequiremants. An
- average of 400 hours of formal instruction would substantially wmeet this

need, '

Training provided at Government expense iz currently limited by
legislative authority and lack of funds, State, AID and USIA have au-
thority, which needs to be extended, but do not have adequate appropriated
funda for the training of dependents. Defense has no suthority,

. \

It is recommended that the agencies concerned seek liberalization
of legislative authority or new legislation as appropriate, and funds teo
provide a wodest increage in assignmentexelated language training for
wives at Covernument expenae,

1t 15 estimated that the civ’'™ “an agencies would need approximately
$237,000, Pending completion of a thorough study of the quality end
quantity of foreign language trainiung of Departwent of Dafense personnel
and their depe~?2ats recently ordersd by the Secretary of Defense, no
e=~+al cost estimate is included at this time,

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE




DRAFT KESPONSE T0 N324 293: Language Training for U S Governuent
' Dep ients. ‘ o ZONS.

- The objective of this paper is to explore the need for foréign}»
}1anj ge traiﬁing for adult dependents of Gpvernment personnel,in’the
field of foreign . "fairs and to recommend the-act{oﬁ réqui':i to'ptovf'-
such training for dependests as will make the Government wmove effective
in its interuational activities.

Change in the nature of foreign affairs has involved 1a£ge numbes’s
of Ame;icans in official activities overssas and has brought-rﬁ-y_of'
them into direct and personal.relatio*"“‘p with citizens of foreign
countries, With the change, the need for knqgledge of fpreign'lahguagas
has become increasingly ur »nf, o

Tﬁis £z " has been fully recognized with regard ﬁo emsléyees Iz
is less qidely racogni: . that 1anguage proi 1clpncy i{s also important
for wives 1f they are to assigt their husbands in thes representation
function, it is nowhere more. important for the husband,and.ﬁife o
function effectively as a2 team than4w$en they arse tepresenting.the
U,.S, abread, %he wife, if sﬁé kno&s the languages'can'frequantly
s5tablish contacts through other women that would otﬁérwise_ba';
impossible, Furthermore her husband's effecti§eneaa in hia job depends
on her ability to manage their overseas home, which often depends in
turn on her abilltj to speak the local languawe Her contaqte at '
home during the day may be less likely to Speak English,tﬁén har-husbsné's
contacts at work, A knowledge of the language‘is critical fox.the wives
of officexs whose work requixes them to establish extensive contac;s

amoug local citizens, but it is also useful in some degree for every
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texrms of aonnual roration schedulez -~ tha women who will be gssigﬁﬁﬁ&
anmually with their husbands to replaca those now representing the |
V.8, in a forszign language enviromment: |

Wivas in Foreigm  Average Residence Approximate Averagez

_Languugs Areas at Post Annual Rotation
State 3,540 34 months 1’239I
UsIa 930 37 wonths 298
AID 3,100 41 months 899
Defense 121,973% 28 wmonths 52,278
Otﬁer | 787 34 wonths 215
130,330 - : 54,989

SExeludes an astiwsted 8,917 dependent parents
Attention is imvited pariicularly to ths annualized figures in the

third coluwn.

The Mead of the Department of Defense Wives

A preliminary estimate, taking into account oaly the amnual rotation
factor among ithe Dafensé Department wivéé in foreign»language”areass has
agsumed that 2%, or approximately 1,046, have diplomatic or representation
responsiblliries in coonection with their husbands' assignmeats. Thase
would be the depéndehts of personnel in theAﬂilitary Attache Systew,

imternationai: militery headquartexs, end senior officers of the Military

Asgistance Advisory Groups or MilitarylMiasiona. These dependents require
approximataly 4900 hours of language instruction vhich, though substsntially
less than thely husbands recefve, should be enough to emable them |
successfully to carry out tﬁeir social obligations and to manage their

households,
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The prelininary estimate descmes also that an additional‘az,'ggﬂﬁ;
approximately 4,132 Defense Departwent .ives assignad to foreign language
aveas, would rayuire a lesser awmount of language instruction to enable
them to live in communities abroad where English is seldom encounteresd or
~here their husbands' assignmeﬁts require freyuent contaét w;th the
indigenous papulaéian, though nﬁt on the diplomatic levéi. It was
gstimated that these debendents would require apéroximately 100 hours of
language instruction, It is judged desirable, though not essential,
that many other adult dependents haﬁe foreign language trainiﬁg, which
could continua o be provided for some on a space-avallable basis at
no additional cost to the Govermment as at present,

Pending conpletion of a thgrough study of the gquality and quantiry
of foreign lavgvage training of Department of Defense personnel and
thair dapendemtﬂ reacently oxderad by the Secrétary of Defense, no anueal

coat astimate for Defense 1s Included at this tiwme,

The Need of Qivilian-Agency Wives

The jobs of civilian-~agency employees in foreign lamguage arsas
ternd to bring both the ewployees and thelr wivas into contact with
lecal citizens either on the officfal or the persomal plane -- or'bokh.
Yt is aegsumad therefore that ianguage compatenc; on the part of the
wives of all civilian-agency persénﬁel ;ould contribute in some weasuve

to the navicunsl fnterest., Y& is eatimated that 20% would not be
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candidates for language trainlng, eitbes bacause tﬁgy‘gaﬁam: earoll for
personal xeasons-ox because they already have a satisfastery commend of
the language, OFf the rewainder it is estimated that all would need the
courtesy level of proficiency vhich would result from a winjmws of 100
houzs of iustruction cnd that 10% sheuld receive an sverage of 400 hours of

tnstruction either becanss of the difficuliy of the langudge or betause

they nesd the higher level of profieiency which would result frow the

additional instruerion, The followln

g table guantifies the amaoal
training needs of civilian-ageacy wives aceoxding to this formulas

Approxiaate 7 Hours of Wives®
dversge’  leed 400  Jead 100 Togal Traialng in
Arvmzal Hours of Hours of Hours ¥Y 1964, Mainly

JBotation | Instrucktios Instxuction Ugopased Space-Avalleble

Brate 1,239 99 Bo2 128,800 76,850
WEIA 298 24 214 31,000 29,3560
ATD 899 72 641 93,300 456,790

22 198 28,800 _ 6.070
217 1,951 81,500 150, 070

Thus the incvezses in bours of instructien and in cost over ¥Y 1964
levels to mést the winimum langusge trainisp peeds for civiiisa-agency
wives in the field of foreign affairs would be as Sollows:

Wsad Innrm se in Inevease in Dollazs Gver
re Over K2 6% Levl o JE 5L Ak 31,80 Fex Hour

State
Us7A

§ 93,510
18,152
84,078

Others 40 854

$237,729%
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RECCHATIDAT T I

it is recoumended that Ha l 8, Bepariwanis and ageucies winlch
sznd representatives eoverseas be dirvected to seek amanﬁnaﬂts to the
extsting legislation or naw.legislatien as appropriate, aud alss to
reguest approyriate‘fundsa to provide needad laaguagz training for
adelt depends=nis of fox aign affairs personnel of their vespective
agencier,

¥he Intection of this legislation end the ase of appropriated

funds ghould be speciﬁically'to pravida appraprlate language train

4.0
VLS
for adulf depsndents who arz assigned pverseas or who have a fim
expectatien nf such an asalignueant or fov rhe wives of ranking forsimm
affalra officers ossigned Lo the United SteZes who naed a kuowledge

of o gpacifie foveign lenguage to assisk thely husbands in caviy!

out thelr repressutational Lunctinns with foweiga diplowats or vis!o ors,

Attacheentn:

1. Bstimated Vependepts in Poreign Languaze Aveas -
: Apxil 30, 1954,

Estimatad Adult Dependexts in Government-Spsusored Forelg:
Langeapge Dtody BDuring #¥ 1964,

2, Section 701 - Thae Yoveilgn Sexvice Act of 1946 as Amended,

0/Fs%:tamer 2. ¥Frith/toward E, Sollenbexger
May 8, 1964
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‘ 225,’;%
Mx'ic ulture 150 200
Other —t32 691

133,247 228,421 377,668

# The figures exclude dependents in countries where English is the
primavy indigenous lengusge. The Deferse figures exxclide also
dependents in countries where Faglish is a non-indigenous but
official language.

s Ineluding an estimated 8917 dependent psrenis,
s Aetual as of Septenber 30, 1963,

8‘5:&1;@ 43 69 a
AID 9 20 0
USTA 12 27 0
Defenss 27 43 0 £
Others ne 1 0 a5 _
0

Defense Progran

Other: , )
AID 8 0 o 0

1 467 0 134

Attechment 1
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SECTIUN TOL = YBE TOREIGY NERVICE ALT OF 1466 AS AMENDID *

The Sscregsry shall, in order to farnish treining and
inskrustioa to sfficers saed ﬁmp&ﬁyéea'éf the Beivice and of
the Department and to other pfficers and ﬁ&ﬁlﬁfﬁﬁﬁ ot the
Covernment for whoe traialing and Instruciion.in the flsld of
foreigo seletivas Is pecessary; «nd {n order iv promoge aad
foster prograws of study lueideatal to such training, establish
a Foreign Service Institnbe, hereinafter called rhe Instisube,
Tive Secretary way siso provide®d/ sppropriste orientation and
languazs trainlag to wenbers of familys

gggf«af,eiﬁiﬁeta and
poployaes of the Governsent In antitlpaticn of the ass§§}mgnz
abroad of such officers and ewployess or while abread.

Other agencies of the Cowernmeue shall wherever practicable
avoid duplicating rhe facilities of the Instibtuce and the

trainag providsd By the Seerseary at the Inscitute or alsse

35}5@« ?ﬂéti? uﬁ the Foreign Assistases Ack of l@b’ {15 Frat.
i "'wﬂ EJ&i}“ ﬁ@@u&aﬁ L sepnd sentsncs
B Fﬁif nuzi. Srewek it & “ts the sxtend that
hﬂﬁﬁﬂxi% awatlabin mhgrwfﬂf w“i&b appearsd aiftsr the word
Movawlde''; subriiruesd members of Famtlyt Tor Tepoases®;
addad the words Yor wbile abroad”. ) :

Attachment 2


http:ii~cr~1t.~r--~-r;h.d1




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
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June 19, 1964

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 306

TO: The Secretary of State
‘ The Secretary of Defense ,
The Director of Central Intelligence
The Administrator of AID
The Director of U.S. Information Agency
The Director of the Bureau of the Budget

SUBJECT: Language Training for U.S. Government
Dependents

The President has indicated his general agreement with the
recommendations contained in the paper on language training
for U.S. Government dependents, prepared by the Department
of State pursuant to NSAM 293,

After specific details of the program have been developed, the

pertinent agencies should propose necessary legislative authorit
and appropriations through normal channels.

}fiux’)w W

McGeorge Bundy

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE






DRAFT PRESS RELEASE

The President has directed the Departments of State and Defense and other
egencies that send representetives overseas to strengthen their efforts to
provide foreign language training to adult dependents of U.S. employees serving

abroad.

At his April 16 news conference the President was asked whether it would be
worth the expense to provide language courses to wives of civilian and military
officials abroad. Following the news conference, the President ordered a

review of present foreign language programs for dependents and the need for

any further actic 1.

The evaluation indicates that a sizeable effort is already underway. Nearly
14,000 adult dependents are enrolled in part-time government-sponsored foreign
language study, and 115 others are in full-time study. The review has found,
however, that there is a substantial further need that is not now being met.
It is estimated that of the over 130,000 American women dependents residing
abroad in a foreign languege environment, probably as meny as 100,000 have

had no organized study of the lenguage of the country in which they live.

The need is divided into two parts: the need for many wives to acquire enough
language proficiency to meet household living needs and limited social courtesy
requirements, and the need for those wives whose husbands' assignments involve
heavy diplomatic or representation responsibilities to have a higher language
proficiency to help actively in those duties. To provide the needed training
at Government expense, limitations of legislative authority and lack of

funds must be removed.



Accordingly, the President has directed agencies sending representatives
overseas to seek legal authority, in cases where present authority is
inadequate, to use appropriated funds for assignment-related foreign language
training of adult dependents. Agencies were also directed to propose in their

budget estimatesadequate sums for such training when authorized.

In announcing his actions, the President stated that this review brings into
full focus the need for women throughout Americea to be alert to the increasing
involvement of the United States in world affairs and the obligation of young
women to prepare themselves through study and education to do their part.

The great society we are building in the United States will have ever greater
need for citizens who can speak the languages of other people. The President
urged that foreign language proficiency be developed by American girls when
they are in school, so that they will be better prepared to undertake America's

work ebroad in assignments of their own or at their husbands' sides.
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL. COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

P3N DEPARTMENT OF STATE A

WASHINGTON -

o173 April 28, 196l

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, McGEORGE BUNDY
THE WHITE HOUSE

SubjJect: ILanguage Tralining for Dependents

At the President's press conference on April 16
a question was presented regarding language training
of dependents of our officlals overseas., I believe
the attached memorandum presents a good summary of
the efforts we have made on behalf of dependents.
We wlll be pleased to supply any additional infor-
mation and recommendations, if you so wilsh,

A reply to NSAM 293 is in preparation.

Gy B2

BenJjamin H. Read
Executlve Secretary

Enclosure:

As stated.



MEMORANDUM
SUBJECT: LANGUAGE TRAINING FOR U,S. GOVERNMENT DEPENDENTS

The Department of State has long felt that the wives
of foreign affairs personnel should be given a falr chance
to learn the languages of the countrles 1in which they live,
The Department sought and recelved legislative authority
in 1961 for the training of dependents; however, funds
requested in subsequent years to implement the authority on
the scale which the Department belleves 1s desirable have
not been provided by the Congress, In reporting out the
bill appropriating funds for the operation of the Depart-
ment in FY 1964 the House Committee on Appropriations
specifically stated, "The additional funds requested for
training of Foreign Service dependents have been denied."

The lack of specific funds to provide language train-
ing for members of Forelgn Service famllies has had a
restrictive effect but has by no means eliminated such
training. The Foreign Service Institute has encouraged
wives to enroll 1n any language. class in which there are
vacant chairs and has reprogrammed 1its work to make the
equlvalent of one instructor in Spanish and one 1lnstructor
in French avallable to provide separate part-time classes
for wives who are about to accompany thelr husbands on
assignments to foreign language areas. By these means 75
wilves of State, USIA, AID and military personnel are now
recelving instruction in 9 languages at the Foreign Service
Institute in Washington. ' During the last’'6 months of
1963, 1172 dependents representing over a dozen Federal
agencles recelved language training usually at the rate of
one hour a day in 39 languages at thelr posts of asslgn-
ment iIn training programs sponsored by the Foreign Service
Institute.

The Department has sought to be in a position to
provide language instruction for substantially larger
numbers of dependents and to provide more hours of instruc-
tion for each of them. Lack of adequate funds, however,
has restricted this program, The principal restrictions
have been the following:

l. The tralning has
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1, The training has had to be placed principally on
a space-avallable basis,

2. Most of the tralning conducted at Foreign Service
posts has had to be done on a one hour a day basis, If
funds were avallable to set up separate classes for dependents,
a more intensive language program would be provided for them,

3. Because of the wording of the legislation which
states, "The Secretary may also provide appropriate orientation
and language training to members of famlly of officers and
employees of the Government 1ln anticipation of the assignment
abroad of such officers and employees or while abroad,"
training has been strictly limited to wives whose husbands
have a definite onward assignment. The only exceptions to
this have been for a few wives of officers at the Assistant
Secretary level or higher who need training in a language
for representational purposes in Washlngton., In many cases
gince no specific assignment overseas 1s known early enough
wives are unable to arrange time for training along wilth
other preparations for departure,

For your information the followlng 1s attached:
Attachments:
A - An information sheet which states the conditions
under which wlves may enroll in language classes
at FSI/u.
B - Summary of wives now in language training at FSI/W.

C - Summary of dependent training July 1 through
December 31, 1963 in FSI language programs overseas,

D - Excerpts from operating policy statements on
enrollment of wives 1in FSI-sponsored language
programs overseas,



[front of page] -
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Attachment B

Wives in Language Training
As Of April 20, 196l

Agency Language Special Full-Time
USTA Arabic 2
" French 3
" German 1
" Spanish 1 2
" Thai 1
State Bulgarian 1
" Czech 1
" French 1 L
" German 3
u Greek 1
" Portuguese 1
" Spanish 5 ‘ 3
AID Spanish 9
Defense French 2 2
" Hungarian 1
n Portuguese 2
" Spanish 12 3
" Thai 1
TOTALS LN 25

0/FSI:SKCarlson:L /17 /6L






attachment D

4/17/64

LANGUAGE TRATINING FOR DEPENDENTS AT FOREIGN SERVICE POSTS

Policy Statements:

Ref., 1: CA-2874, September 28, 1961 (continues in force)
Ref. 2: (CW-10162, June 19, 1962 (continues in force)
Ref. 3: CA-6321, December 10, 1962 (continues in force).

Ref. 1: 1IV.F.2 states: 'Wives of eligible employees may participate
on a space-available basis."

Ref. 2: states the policy on language training for dependents at
field posts on or after July 1, 1962 with the significant
qualification "to the extent that available funds permit",

Ref. 3: (FY63 Fund Authorizations, Post Language Programs) states
"In order to meet the needs for job-related language training
to the maximum extent during the balance of fiscal year 1963,
it will be necessary to curtail or eliminate training in lower
priority categories." Six applicable priorities are then
given. Dependent's training is assigned to priority five,
that is next to the lowest. In essence, this priority re-
states the conditions .set forth in Reference 2, Its low
ranking on the list has in effect meant curtailment and in a
few cases elimination of training for dependents in the field
at Government expense when funds were low.,

0/FSI:FFrauchiger:bsw,rd






CONFIDENTIAL

August 24, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR
Mr. Ed Strait
Of possible interest, attached is a copy

of an August 8 memo from John McCone
to McGeorge Bundy regarding NSAM 306.

Gordon Chase




August 5, 1964

MENMTRANDUM FOR

MR. REEDY

SUBJECT: Language Training for Dependents
-~ Press Conference Question

1: fer to ¢ " recent phr— ¢ wersation about
the above subject and attach a letter which

you may want to sign and send to Mrs. Adamas.
Maybe its worth a few points with the ladies.

Gordon Chase
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‘Draft Press —

In April, at a'press conference, I was asked whethef it would
be worth the expense to provide language courses to wives of civilian
and military officials abroad. After the press conference, I ordered a
rey-iew of present foreign language programs for dependents.

This review has been completed. On the one hand, it shows that
a sizeable effort is already underway. For example, nearly 14, 000 adult
dependents are enrolled in part-time government-sponsored foreign
language study. On the other hand, the review shows that there is a
further need that is not now being met -- the need for many wives to acquire
a limited language proficiency to meet day-to-day household and social
requirements and the need for some wives, whose husbands' assignments
involve heavy diplomatié or representational responsibilities, to acquire
a higher language proficiency.

To meet this need, I have directed pertinent agencies to propose.
‘leg‘islative changes, where necessary, so that appropriated funds may be
used for assignrnen'.c-related foreign language training of adult dependents.

I have also directed pertinent agencies to propose, in their budget estimates,
appropriate sums fo‘r such training.

The review that the Government has carried out, has brought into
full focus the need for Aﬁ;erican women to be alert to the increasing involve-
‘ment o'f the United States in world affairs and the need for more young women,

- while still in school, to prépare themselves to do their part. The great
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Memorandum for Mac Kilduff

i. Attached is a voluntary statement which the
President may want to give at his press con-
ference (not essential).

2. George Reedy has a statement on the same
subject.

3. Ithink George may have an older and dif-
ferent :version. If he does, please use the

att- thed instead.

Gordon Chase
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THE WHITE HOUSE r

WASHINGTON

June 22, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR
MR. BUNDY

SUBJECT: Language Training for Dependents
-- Press Conference

1. Attached is a statement regarding the above
subject which the President may want to read

at the beg" "1g of the next press conference.

2. If it is too long, for openers, you can knock
off the last paragraph.

Gordon Chase



June 22, 1864
Draft Press Rotoase O IATEAENT
In April, at a press conference, Iwas asked whether it would
be worth the expense to provide language courses to wives Qf an
and military officiais abroad. After the press conference, I ordered a
: revi.ew of present foreign language programs for dependents.

This review has been completed. On the one hand, it-shows that
a sizeable effort is already underwa.yT For example, nearly 14, 000 adult
dependents are enrolled i‘n. part-time government-sponsored foreign
language study. On the other hand, the review.shows' that there is a
further need that is not now being met -- the need for many wives to vauife
a limited language proficiency to meet day-to-day household and social
requirements and the need for some wives, whose husbands'® assignments
_involve‘heavy diplometie or representational responsibilities, to acquire
a higher language proficiency.

To'meet this need, I have directed pertinent agencies to propose.
'leg'isiati:{/e changes, where necessary, so that appropriated funds may be
used for assignmen;:-related foreign language training of adult dependents.

I h;ve e.lso directed pertinent agencies to propose, in their budget estimates,
‘appropriate su;*ns fov: such training.

The review that the Government has carried out, has brought into
full focus the need for American women to be alert to the increasing involve-
‘."ment-'o'f. the United Si:ates in world affairs and the need for more young women,

~while still in school, to pr'epa.re themselves to do their part. The great
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worth the expense to provide lan e courses for the wives of civilian
PAA'IMW#A‘// #{u-;w ﬂow 64%107:“
and military officials abroad. I answered that your suggestion "seems

bo=le 8 good one and Hil-heve it explored.”

Following the news conference I ordered a review of present foreign
language programs for dependents and the need for any further actions.

I am happy to report that the evaluation has been completed, and I have
given my agreement to the recommendations that the Departments of State
and Defense and other agencies that send representatives overseas should
strengthen their efforts to provide foreign language training to adult

dependents of U.S. employees serving abroad.

The evaluation indicates that a sizeable effort is already underway. Nearly
14,000 adult dependents are enrolled in part-time government-sponsored
foreign language study, and 115 others are in full-time study. The review
has found, however, that there is a substantial further need that is not
now being met. It is estimated that of the over 130,000 American women
dependents residing abroad in a foreign language environment, probably as
many as 100,000 have had no organized study of the language of the country
in which they live. The need is divided into two parts: the need for

many wives to acquire enough language proficiency to meet household living
needs and limited social courtesy requirements, and the need for those

wives whose husbands' assignments involve heavy diplomatic or representation
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responsibilities to have a higher language proficiency to help actively
in those duties. To provide the needed training at Government expense,

limitations of legislative authority and lack of funds must be removed.

Accordingly, I have directed agencies sending representatives overseas

to seek legel authority, in cases where present authority is inadequate,
to use appropriated funds for assignment-related foreign language train-
ing of adult dependents. Agencies were also directed to propose in their

budget estimates adequate sums for such training when authorized.

I believe that this review brings into full focus the need for women
throughout America to be alert to the increasing involvement of the
United States in world affairs and the obligation of young women to
prepare themselves through study and education to do their part. The
great society we are building in the United States will have ever greater
need for citizens who can speak the languages of other people. I think
that American girls should acquire as much foreign language proficiency
as they can when they are in school, so that they will be better prepared
to underteke America's work abroad in assigmments of their own or at their
husbands' sides.

Sincerely,
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Deax Mrs.
Miss R

At my April 16 news conference you asked me whether I thought it would be
worth the expense to provide languege courses for the wives of civilian
and military officials shroad. I suswered that your suggestion "seems
to be a good one and I'll have it explored.”

Following the news conference I oxdered a review of present foreign
langusge programs for dependents and the need for any further actions.

I am happy to report that the evaluation has been completed, and I have
glven my agreement to the recommendations that the Department® of State
and Defense and other egencies that send representatives overseas should
strengthen their efforts to provide foreign language training to adult
dependents of U.S. employees serving abroad.

The evaluation indicates that s sizeable effort is already underway. Nearly
14,000 adult dependents sre enrolled in part-time government-sponsored
foreign langutge study, and 115 others are in fulletime study. The review
has found, however, that there is a substantial further need that is not
now being met. It is estimated that of the over 130,000 American women
dependents residing abroad in s foreign lenguage environment, probably as
many as 100,000 have hed no organigzed study of the language of the country
in vhich they live. The need is divided into two parts: the need for

mny vives to acquire enough langusge proficiency to meet household living
needs and limited social courtesy requirements, end the need for those

vives whose husbands' assigmments involve heavy diplomatic or representation
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respousibilities to have a higher langusge proficlency to help actively
in those dutiea. To provide the needed training at Government expense,
limitations of leglalative suthority and lack of funds must be removed,

Accordingly, I have directed agencies sending representatives oversens
to ssek legal asuthority, in cases vhere present suthority is insdequate,
to use appropriated funds for assigmient-related foreign langusge traion-
ing of adult dependents. Agencies were also directed to propose in their
budget estimates adequate sums for such tralning when authorized.

I believe that this review brings into full focus the need for women
throughout Americe to be alert to the increasing involvement of the
United Btates in world affairs and the obligation of young women to
prepare themselves through study eand education to do their part. The
great society we are building in the United States will have ever greater
need for citizens vwho can speak fhe langusges of other people. I think
that American girls should acquire as much foreign langusge proficiency
as they can vhen they are in school, so that they will be better prepared
to undertake America's work abroed in essigmments of their own or at thiir
husbands' sides.

8incerely,
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NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO, 306
TO: The Secretary of State
The Secretary of Defense
The Director of Central Intelligence
The Administrator of AID
The Director of U.S. Information Agency
The Director of the Bureau of the Budget
SUBJECT: Language Training for U.S. Government
Dependents :
The President has indicated his general agreement with the.
recommendations contained in the paper on language training
for U.S. Government dependents, prepared by the Department
of State pursuant to NSAM 293,
After specific details of the program have been developed, the
pertinent agencies should propose necessary legislative authority
and appropriations through normal channels.
r ‘7
mvl@u"yf W
McGeorge Bundy
CC: Mr. Bundy
Mr. Chase
Mr. Johnson
NSC Files
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The Secretary of Defense
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The Administrator of AID
The Director of U.S, Information Agency
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SUBJECT: Language Training for U.S. Government
Dependents

The President has indicated his general agreement with the
recommendations contained in the paper on language training
for U,S. Government dependents, prepared by the Department
of State pursuant to NSAM 293,

After specific details of the program have been developed, the
pertinent agencies should propose necessary legislative authority
and appropriations through normal channels,

McGeorge Bundy
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NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO.
TO: The Secretary of State
The Secretary of Defense
The Director of Central Intelligence
The Administrator of AID
The Director of U.S. Information Agency
The Director of the Bureau of the Budget

SUBJECT: Language Training for U.S. Government Dependents

The President has indicated his general agreement with the
recommendations contained in the paper on Language Training for
U.S. Government Dependents prepared by the Department of State

‘pursuant to NSAM 293.

After specific detalls of the program have been developed, the
pertinent agencies should propose necessary legislative authority

and appropriations through normal channels.

McGeorge Bundy
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The President has indicated his general dagreement with the
recommendations contained in the paper on language training
for U.S. Government dependents, prepared by the Department
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After specific details of the program have been developed, the

pertinent agencies should propose necessary legislative authority
and appropriations through normal channels. -
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