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WASHINGTON 2!5, 0. C. 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

8 August 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Honorable McGeorge Bundy 
Special Assistant to· the President 
The White House 

SUBJECT 

REFERENCE 

Washington, D. C. 

Language Training for U.S. Government 
Dependents 

NSAM No. 306, dated June 19, 1964, same 
subject 

1 . The Central Intelligence Agency is working with the pertinent 
agencies to develop the specific details of a program for language 
training for U.S. Government dependents. We believe that Section 8 
of the CIA Act of 1949, as amended, provides amp.le authority to meet 
the immediate needs of the Agency in complying with the spirit and 
intent of NSAM No. 306. We will, of course, be glad to work with 
other appropriate agencies in the preparati_on of legislation in this 
area for the Government generally. 

2. We do not anticipate a need for additional funds in Fiscal Year 
1965 but will make adequate provision for such funds in subsequent 
Fiscal Years. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 8, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BUNDY 

SUBJECT: Language Study for U. S. Government Dependents 

1. On April 16, at a press conference, a questioner suggested that it 
would be worthwhile to provide language training to the wives of U.S. 
military ahd diplomatic personnel serving abroad. The President thought 
the suggestion a good one and said he would have it explored. The pr.ess 
confe:rence excerpt is attached at Tab 1. 

2. On April 18, you signed NSAM 293, requesting State and other agencies 
to study the problem of language training for dependents. The NSAM is at 
Tab 2. 

3. Attached at Tab 3 is a memorandum from State transmitting the requested 
study. · The study, which has a good summary page, notes that ther,e is need 
for an expanded language program for Government dependents, and recom- · 
mends that the interested agencies seek appropriate legislative authority and 
funds (amounts are small) to provide a modest increase in assignment-related 
language training for wives. 

ii
. 4. Attached loosely at Tab 4 is another NSAM, for your signature, which I 

asked BOB to prepare - after BOB had studied State 1 s paper and had agreed 
that the paper had merit. The NSAM is designed to indicate the President's 
general approval but not to tie him down to anything specific at this prelim-
inary point. in time. 

5. Attached at Tab 5 is BOB's draft press statement for White House release; 
alternatively, it could be shaped to fit a Presidential press conference. There 
is no hurry on this, however, and I will run the press problem by you again 
once the NSAM is signed. 

~c 
Gordon Chase 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

.WASHINGTON 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE April 18, 1964 . 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 293 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Administrator of AID 
The Director of U.S. Info1·mation Agency 

Language Traini.ng for U.S. · Government Dependents 

It is requested that the Department of State, in coordinatio·n· with . 
Defense, CIA, USIA, ·AID, and other appropriate age'i'icie .s>·prepare . 
a report on the subject of language training for .u. S. Gov.ernment 
dependents who are stationed overseas. The report ·should iriclude 
the following information as well as any other informaticm. ,~.hi ch is 

' considered pertinent: 

1. The nature and extent of our present 
· program, in Was~ington and overseas. 

2. An evaluation of the adequacy of our 
present program. 

3. Recommendations for further action. 

~1y?~ ~~ 
McGeorge Bundy 
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ADDnEsS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE 'SECRETAR".' OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 25, D . C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

May 21, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: NSAM 293: Language Training 
for U.S. Government Dependents 

Enclosed is a statement of variou~ agencies' 
activities in the area of language training for 
U.S. Government dependents. A preliminary report 
on this matter dealing with the Department of 
State's activities was forwarded on April 28. 

A brief summary of the paper is on the first 
page. 

Enclosure: 

Response to NSAM 293. 

Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 

I 
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_ ~SPO:lSE TO NSAM 2'l3: Language Training for U.S. GOvernment :-: :,\'.~llii~. 
Dependents. 

SUMM4.RY 

Over 130,000 American "··omen live abroad in a foreign language 
environment. assigned the'.'te with their. husbands on official U. s. bua.intass. 
It 'Nould serve the national interest for substantial numbers of them to 
opeak the language of the country in which they are living·~ · 

Only a few had the good f~rtuna to learn the language -which now 
nurrounda theta before they received their assignments. Some :foreign 
language training, largely on a space available basiia. is already M~1.;tq 
provided for wives in connectiou tiith their . assignme11ta overoeas. How= 
ever~ it is the considered opinion of the foreign aff.airs ·agencies snd 
the Department of Defense that there is a ·substantial need · that Ja not 
being met. 

The need esc~ntially is for mof.'t wives of c:ivilf.an employ~es oveA°'.""' 
seaa and about 8% of . the wives of military personnel to acquire enough _ 
proficiency to maet household living needs and U.mit~!d social courtesy 
requirements. A reason.able start could be made towa1:d providing thb 
through a minimum of 100 hours of instruction. 

Deycnd this, .approximately 10% of 'the wivea of <!iVilian .for~fgn. 
affairs officera and 2l of the wives of military offf.eers (princip.all.;1• 

attaches and mission personnel) need higher prof1.cie11ey to enable . tht1m 
to as»iat their hunbanda in handling representational rcquirem-~nts. · A'r'A 
aver.~ge of 400 hours of form.al instructlon ·would sublJta.ntially meet this 
need. 

Training provided at Government' expense is currently limited by 
l~gislativs authority and lack of funds. State~ AID nndUSIA have au­
thority, which ne·edo to.. be extended, hut do not hava adeq1Jate appropriated 
funda for the t:t·aining of dependents. Defense haa no ,authority. 

It is recommended that the agencies concerned seek liberalizatioin 
of legislative authority or new 'legislation aa appropriate, and funds to 
provide a modest increase in assignment ... 11ehited language training for 
,.,ives at C--overnment expense. 

It ia eotinmt~d that· the civilian agencies wouldt need app:roxbmtcly 
$237 0 000. Pending conrpletion of a thorough study of the quality and 
quantity of foi:eign language training of Dey;>artment cif Dafense person.nel 
an<l ·their depenttento recently ordered . by -the Secretary of Defense, no 
annual cost estimate io included st thiB time. 
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Dll.AF'r .RESP.OHSE TO 118} .. M 29 3: Language 'training for tr., S Go"v~rnment 
Dependents. ::.i:~llV~ . 

. The objective of this paper is to explore the need for foreign 

language training for adult dependents of Government personnel ... in the 

field. of foreign affairs and to recommend the action r~quired to provide 

such training for~ependents as wHl make the Government more effective 

in its international activit-ies& 

Change in the nature of foreign affairs has. involved large numbe::·s 

of Americans in. official af?tiVities overseas and has brought ·many o.f 

them into direct and personal relationship with c.it:be.ns of forei.gn 

countries 0 With the change 11 th.e need for knowledg·e .of foreign · langua.gea 

has become ·increaidngly urgent,, 

'This fact has h2en .fully :recognized with rega.rd to employees" 1t ·t ' 

ia less widely r~cognized tha~ fanguage proficiency i.s also import.n.nt 

for wives if they are to assist their husbanda in tha representation 

functi.on. It is nowhere more . important for the husband .and ,wif.e ta 

function e~fectively as a ,team. than when they are repres~ntin.g the 

U.i"S" .a.broado The wife,. if she kno~s the language~ can frequently 

·es'tablish . contacts ·through other , women that would otherwise be · .-

imposs.ible" Furthermore h'er husband's · effec'ti.veness .in his job depends 

on her ability .to .manase their overs.eaa home, whi.ch , oftian depend~ . in 

turn on her ab:Uity to· ·speak the ~ocal langu,age .. · Her contact.s.:' at 

home during tha day may be less likely to speak English than her husb:md 1 a 

contacts at worko P ... knowledge of the language ·· is critical for the wbras 

of officers whose w-ork requires them to establish e~~tensive contacts 

. among local citizensil but it is also useful in · so01e degree for every 
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wlf$ liv-t).l.f.J'. in .,a iorelgn language e::'iviro.umeat:j tl10.uglt in. 'te.ttala ;;i ·tm1 . .. 

·ca$e<1 U:s val~e t•. tbe G'oVf!~e:ut 'OaN be marg:tru1l. .• , 

Q_.,; S" · ;~1~04~tlt~ ln, .'lo:~ti!iQiJ. --~lll~~g·~· .Af~a$ 

Of.:fiefal :U· ~ s.9 parsonne1 1.1 vms abroad tod~J iu f~:n:eip l..rqigU?age 

a:re~:S' il:X'.e . aece~anied by a'bottt 1,3'9.·00Q ~d~lt d~p~-~ni~'.I allr1· ·t42~Jl. Q()fl 

de~endenf cbU:~zes. lo··cllsiag: on t .he 139·,.,0:0.o adult _,-dep.end.eat'IJ! ~-tl 

fo·~ei$"d· laus~a~e. ar ea,&. ~t! •o:f theta are in Qe,~nt; ~l.fte@ petc.C!~ t 

a%'.e· £.n Ft'ench ... ::j)pe@klrt.s 1c1t>iui·Fri.es ;· fou.'ttean .. ·p-eruen·t ru:-e. :tn a:·~p~Q..; aJStd 

"'~ven pe~r;ent .a;t.~ tn Sp,an:i&;hc-~ &p,eak tQ:g, ~eun,ttie·e· i! Clth~~ s:ulls·tat\:ti.a·li 

'ttuml>et;::$ ltive .b i c~~tnt.e'L~s· wlte.:;r·• the l.·<.l~_ril -po,p·ul.a·.t:e s.peaxs i:tfdll:!n~. 

ltttlc:l$h·I) .. Al':;t.bi:C-, Cbin.as~·, Gt~·e-~1 :~l':eian. · :J'Q1': tU:g:u,e$'~S> ~'tazi_C·a· 1.e,r:s:i'a.11 

en: it>;a;t.~ tJ£~ety• .fr.J.u,;e P'tte·({nt ·«1:3D":39Q·): A¥"<! ;6-.fl~~:~,t'.~d by ttt.$ Depa.~t~a·::nt: 

()f ~el:'e.it:$eil), .2~.SX (.3 41 540) b:;· :tf1e DepaJ:tla~.~t -~f ,Stat~, ·~Q~i (:3 ~ 1.001' ~t'>.J : 

. __ ._-·_•e_·i'l:,..· .~ngqS_-_ ._._e . Tt<"'tn;f;g.jt· ... ,._.: -.. 1··· ... -. ~ - ·· · . . . .... _____ :1--a 
. ' 

Befo·re thett dep.attuT:~· !1tn ,ti\e.. u . .,. . si ~ a. f ;eW< o~ t.n~ ·13.9:~ -000 •(lul t· 

dependent:~: now· lrL\t;tng ta for.~1111 langu:ag~ a:t~-es h~d · ·~eceify~ ~:Q.iete;tt 

·1a.u~u.~g~ itt;'.~ttJ.J-c.t!ott. fl);· GP·Y-el-"11~eutd$pfJt\.i'Qtl!d. 1rrog't$~~0 · Ab(tt.tt ·~!D ba·d 

rec~lved fu11 ... t.tm~. tnt.etls.lve :i .n.:111trQe.t.lan of· ._4Qfi .h.ou·t"·1 or 'm<1tt.i? Q·t . . th~ 

Pot~d-3'a Se.rvt.c,a :tns·•tU~u .. t-e. Q~ •t i1i i?~Etut.h ·.o.f ' .. £le.fena.a .. tal,lgua~~ ·' tu&.t!t:.1te.; 
. ' ·• ... · ·' . 

r»rt'n~ to ·th:ei~' d·ep4rt.u'e' · ~f:rom "r .. h:e: ltt $.. A.b~wt ~'60: t1a~t ~ea ~t-0'1 .. led. 

:lu spz$<!'"i~l · j~2~-..:it(Mt~ Fir·~n:eh .. and .Spani.sh eou.i:.sera fo~ wi:v:e:s -at t~e­

f~rret.gn: Se;i:vtt~ Xnet!tu.t-r~~ ~ -About 1'050 had had a , 2.a .. ·bour f~mtu. ... 



I• i• • 

Ovex ~~OsOOO h?ve b.ad Ji'> ,:ln$·t;xuet:io11 tti C,q,ierumen:t• .sponsored: 

·1a.n&l.tage pt'Q'.g_tat1Js •·• thQ~tgh· .~ome b.a'\1e: studied ·the .local la~l$ua~~ .at,' 

ijheir Q~ .. e~pense. Rt=!cently at, the !JJ •. S·., Embas;sy in Pa't"i.s, fC:r exampl'e~ .. 

pt"e:s~~n:e pl:)~t· in ·11tgh $Choo! or . college. ..the nttinbet. ·wottl:d, n~ees$at.tl.y 
'.o: • • • I · · - • • 'IJ 

})e; r:ela,'r;i11ely $~11 o. . the p-rimary objective o·f :mo$t h~gh sehor.>:l a.n4 

· eoll~g.e l:;ing~ag-e in$e~uc;:t1on, :~11til recently waa t.eacU~ngo; · The m(HJ.t 

popula:t;· language~ .na1re be.e,n lh*enclt and Sp:anialll" bu·t. fi<>m~ iB?; 0£ the 

depend.ent·s i1ow :!iv.in~: in a' foreign languag·e,· 4:l't·e~ ~rt~ · in a c.ountxy 

where n¢d..ther Span·t~h nor Pt·ettGb is: oaeful."' ·· :(t i3 apparent: -tha.t 
. ~ 

the: contribution which ·language-competent wlves can make to futthet.~t~iu· 

~·~ 

.su,b:stanJ;lall.y more i.t~attu·ct1.on . £n, th~ '.local langtoige, than th~y a.re, 

able t~ _g~t undJ;'iit tl~e p:t"e$~~t :~estr{c'l:!v~ ¢;Lr.c:u1nst·~tt<!:es o . 



Ii.t~t~.' 1 t~· ~· 9 't}] .~i~J: .~~;,-t'.f~ r.. . 13.H)~ ~ 
~~¥-·~··· ·· · • ";!~, .. ~ • · ·~~·• ... ·,.. ~...: .. ..... - .• -!":~•~-,.... 

>''!llif_· ·::t.· ''·" 
•.,,11. .~t~ . . 

J:ide f~ee -ip._ prosra~~s e$ ~alil:i.,shcd pritn~~ily fox- emplc.?;9'¢d p~rd3Q~e1 9 

taking the l;e&viuga 0£ µnoccup~ed inst·~.!tto'.(' time · -o~ s.p'1ee ava:i.labJ.e · 

in ~loyee .clabsea 9 e face wh.ich tel:l.de. tQ 4aatdct torch th.a Jl1Uttlbe'l::'S· 

p . .ay for d~ptti\de.nt t:t.a:tnin~J O.n the }?art of soµi-e spon$or11.1g., agencies~ 

· lac~ . . o;f ·money to t~lple~ent the a~~thotity on the. pa\:.t o.f o.tf:ters:, tt~d in 

· t~~1al ___ .Authcr.f£l....ES.!1?ney_ f~.~.j)~Y.> ~ud~_.ru::p~~~~~-t:tsJp~ 

Only the: Department -of St:~te 'has eltpli~i.t -aut:h<tr~i.$;J" 1rt law·· to 
! 

. . 

spend. '1rn:>n.ey on lang;~age and ax-e.::+ traiJJ.ing fo.~ depe\1,dents? ' ohtain~d 

th~ Depal::tmen.t .soU.g_b.·t to .augment l.angua.a:e: ·tr~tni.ng .rot; . adult dependst~ta 

··in n 1964$); ' h.o\llev·~t .~ the 'House Sub•Comm:itte~'· .itt., reporti~g:. out· the · 

.. fo.,; · trai.ning of,: JJ,)re;lgn $ervi'<~e d.ependentt~j have: 'tn:H~n denied'°''' Add:f. ti.onal 

funds were uot req;uested for Ff 1965., 

A.lJ?, USU. .an~f the Pea.ce ·to:t,Ps have: legal~ autbi;,:A:i·ty ·de·itve.d £tct"; 

the Vore:tgt1 Serv:~ce Act of l.946 .as a!tlencieda · · Defen.se~ with 9lt% .o.f 



.. .5 -

have raluct~\.i.tly. chosen to place their tra.ining on ·· the satle limtt;~d 
. ~ . 

baai.a as ·truit i~s~d o-n ~tate by l&ck of~ fundtJ,. ~.CJ~ a®~ ~ll th~ 

ti.s • . agencies opar~tin3 oveteeas.>~ly ·the ?tt.~ce' C.0~3 i~ cl.early 

pr!tpared t<> p?'i.()vtde language . tra:lnirLS to f .. ta .auff' depiandeilta ._ lf111~e"? t?1t" 

t'ei:eaai.tat• · bj tb~- nee<ia of !ta p:V:O~~~. · 

Official Nee~,..l~!. ¥~~m~~!...!!E.f!den~;i..!!1: _El~~ ... ~'~~ 

-.In .addition. to · the.· n·~wd .. for training; 5 .. n con~ef:~tlon . wtth ov~rs· t:! ~;;..~~· 

· .. situ.ati-o::ns· sit1ce it is often the .. c.:i .se that wives of foreign ·visito:cs 

providing a~~'!t!i.Ult~ la.11g~:aage instruction for ·.~uL£ dep~uder:.ts.., !'here 

hcr~e b~en two 1,rir1c~pal ):'es.sons ·for ~xcluding B:epe:r • .deog.t c?il~ren ·frtr.:.1 
' ~ .. . .~ 

!:he .. local l.inguag~ 
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r~gor~us eo-rrect~on of. ~he p!ayg'.&:"ound, wonde:r;t.ng how the::Y do ·it. 

Second, the fmn1adi.ate and pre$~ing problem i~ to. :find ways bf h,elping . 

wives and mot:he·.rci t<J · g'a~n the sp.~ak;!.ng' k~owledge the:! need to maintaltt 

a happy home ·.in a foreign l~nguage . environrn.ent arid to pa .. rtic;ipate· 

. Estl~d~ .Nee~~_f~;;n; .Jt._;m£~!ae . ~raining 

The need.s of tR.i11es ovex·.seas can us.ua!ly )>e ll!.~. t Hltb fewer bou:i~ ;3 

t_hey do 11ot need .a. ~rcofessf.onal jn'b level o·f .. pt'o£·ic1\!XJ.PY and ·p~rtly" 

becaus:e once .they have ach .. ie,red a baaic found.ati<>n.· ft1 the language 

they are ;celativel:v fi·(;e to ·:e*etci.se ·and futt~er de:\t~~lop 'ii. k:o.owledse 

t 

governm~nt: t.naY n.e~a tQ .. be Able "to .speak the langua.ge fluent:lyq The~. 

respond'hi11t:les,, Clearl~ ~n a. d.:tfferent cate.got'y oJ" nee.d for 1.angu.il;~~~ 

.traini.ng .1re:· the wt'.'1es· of ·many staff and enlisted. pe:rsonnel who do no:;;:. 
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- 1 -

·of ~nU.$ted dependents ov~r.S:easf! th·e train:ing · ne~ds.~percentage-wise 

as well as in t:be actual nila1bera, v.aey eo1;}siderahly :from .. agency to .. 

instl:'t.lttfon. to all of the "1ives \rho could. use it to the ac.\v.anta.ge of 

·the Government wc>&.tld f!xeeed ·certain' realities., So'flle now overseaa will 

be xeturrting to . the 'U ~ S.o in the near future., 'lbe Government wcu.ld 

pro.flt lit.tle .from their train:tng~ Others. eager for skill ln the .. 

local lanauage tiOUld. find .themselves unabl~il \.1:!.tb ~.t'.:le~ cares.~ to taka 

advaut:age of i?:~.struction. no mat.ter how oonvenient'J.y offe:t:edi) An 

• ~-ii· • • 

in learning. to f.tlJ<':::ak ~~ for·eig:n :langua.geg would c,~n·tinue to avoid· t:be 

local -1.anguager- eonvinced ·of their inability to lea7tn it<' 

pos.itfons call most !'.i·t.rongly for talent .i.n the local languageo 'lhe 

amount of instxuction would · be adjusted to the ~egrere of their need" 

Such a: plan i.a ·pre.sented b.dow .. 

~e iZeeds on an Esti.mated .•• ¥.~~! 

Previous· <ilscuss:J.on bas ao~ght to describe the ·sol1let!t1les d:ifficult 

plight. o.f the 130~000-odd Ame:ric.an wives lf.ving ;tn ·torei.gn la.nguf\ge 

world affait"s ort a person-to-pe.rson level. BubseqtJ..ent discussion is in 
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terms of annual 1'."otaUon scherlulea -- tha "Women who will be -:1ssig~;Qir . ;J. 

annually -with their husbands to replaca those now representing the 

i1~S~ in a for~lgn language envir-;:,nment: 

Wiv~a in Foreign Average ReBidence A?proximate ·Aver.ag~ 
~n_gu~s~ Areas a:- Post Am1tl.al Rotation ' I. ...... .......,..._ 

Stat~ 3i540 34 months 1,239 

USIA 930 37 months 298 

AlD 3,100 41 months 899 

Defense 121;973* 28 montha 5211278 

Other 787 34 months ·275 

130f' 330""" 

~1:Exclu<li~& ;;a:n. astimated S:o 917 d~pcmdeut parents 

Att~ntion is frJ.~ .. :tted particularly to th,e armualized figure~l in the 

third column. 

A pi:eHr~d.nary estimate, taking into account only the an.nual rotation 

factor among the Defense Department wives in foreign language areas 9 has 

assumed that 2% 9 OJC approximately 1,,046, have diplomatic or represe11tation 

responsibilities in connection ~ith their husbands' assignments. These 

would be the d.ependents of personnel in the Military Attache System '.' 

international military headquarters, end senior. of.fi~ers of the Military 
I 

Assistance P....C"V"iaory Groupa or Military Missions. These depende11ts requit;e 

apprmdmetely 400 hours of language instruction :-rhich 9 though sub.stsntially 

less th.a>."t th-tdr lmsbands receive 9 should be eaough to enable them 

s'lCC£:ssfully to carry out their social obligations and to manage th~ir 

houoeholds. 

1,!!UTED OFFICIAL USE 
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Th.~ prelimin..!ry ·estima.t~ c;tnsumea also that an additional· 8%,. o:c 

approxi~tely 4,, 132 Defense Departruent .;ives assign:::d to foreign language 

ar(:as, \;ould re1.1uire a lesser ~mount oZ language instructio1l. to enable 

them to live 1.n communities abroad · . .ihere English. is seldom encounter~d or 

... :here theic husbands' assignments reqµire fre,!uerit contact ~vith the 

. indigienous population, though not on the diplomatic level. It wa5 

est:huated that these depend·ents ·~ould require appro:dmatel7 100 hours of 

language inst:ru-ction. It is judged desirable, though not essentfal, 

th.!~ t ma11y other adult dependents have foreign laugtnge training, ~Jhi.:h 

conld. ci:mtinu.e to b,a provided for some on a space-available basis at 

no addi.tlonal cost to the Government .i.s at p~esent .. 

Pend:i.ng cornpletion of d th~:rough study of the quality and <iUa.ntity 

of fcr.eign la'f~guage training of Depat"tment of Defense p2z·sonnel and 

th~:. i:z:· d:epen<lents ::c~eently o:rdert.!d by the S·2cretary ,~f Defense; no <r:...1 ~ma:.l 

cont est:f.U!atc for Def~nse is included at thi~~ time. 

The jobs of ~:.ivilian-agency employees in foreign language ar-ea~ 

tend to b:ring both th~ employees and their wbr2s into contact .dth 

lccal c.~iti~ens either on the official or the per.sonal plane -- or hot.:1. 

lt is a~:mm~d tl"wz-efore that langu~ge compat~nce on _ the part of the 



e_and..t<iat.~f· f:Q<~ bia-a~4~~ ~talnin1~ ~tt1ier h.it1:e~l1$~ t1l.~J ~"~®,tJ 1.t\'l~ol! ff1ir 
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send repreeent~tives o~erscas be diTectcd to seek amandma~ta to their 

adult de.:pend·.~nts tif f<n:e:f.gn affairs personnel of their :resp-ective 

"!'he 1.nt~~rJ:.tfon of this legislation a.nd th.e 1JsE~ of appropriat·~tl 

funds :.>hould be spec:LHcally to provide appropriate language tra:tn:t?~g 

l. 	 .ErH:ine.tir.:d Dep.;md;~:rt~s in l1'or..eign Lg;:1gu:J.3e Ar~a.s 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

June 19, 1964 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 306 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Administrator of AID 
The Director of U.S. Information Agency 
The Director of the Bureau of the Budget 

Language Training for U.S. Government 
Dependents 

The President has indicated his general agreement with the 
recommendations contained in the paper on language training 
for U.S. Governmeµt dependents, prepared by the Department 
of State pursuant to NSAM 293. 

After specific details of the program have been developed, the 
pertinent agencies should propose necessary legislative authorit: 
and appropriations through normal channels. 

rri\-P~ ~~ 
McGeorge Bundy 

LIMIT ED OFFICIAL USE 





DRAFT PRESS RELEASE 

The President has directed the Departments of State and Defense and other 

agencies that send representatives overseas to strengthen their efforts to 

provide foreign langu.a.ge training to adult dependents of U.S. employees serving 

abroad. 

At his April 16 news conference the President was asked whether it would be 

worth the expense to provide language courses to wives of civilian .. and military 

officials abroad. Following the news conference, the President ordered a 

review of present foreign langu.a.ge programs for dependents and the need for 

any further actions. 

The evaluation indicates that a sizeable effort is already underway. Nearly 

14,ooo adult dependents are enrolled in part-time government-sponsored foreign 

langu.a.ge study, and ll5 others are in full-time study. The review has found, 

however, that there is a substantial further need that is not now being met. 

It is estimated that of the over 130,000 American women dependents residing 

abroad in a foreign langu.a.ge environment, probably as many as l00,000 have 

had no organized study of the langu.a.ge of the country in which they live. 

The need is divided into two parts: the need for many wives to acquire enough 

langu.a.ge proficiency to meet household living needs and limited social courtesy 

requirements, and the need for those wives whose husbands' assignments involve 

heavy diplomatic or representation responsibilities to have a higher langu.a.ge 

proficiency to help actively in those duties. To provide the needed training 

at Government expense, limitations of legislative authority and lack of 

funds must be removed. 



2 

Accordingly, the President has directed agencies sending representatives 

overseas to seek legal authority, in cases where present authority is 

inadequate, to use appropriated funds for assignment-related foreign language 

training of adult dependents. Agencies were al.so directed to propose in their 

bud.get estimatecladequate sums for such training when authorized. 

In announcing his actions, the President stated that this review brings into 

full focus the need for women throughout America to be al.ert to the increasing 

involvement of the United States in world affairs and the obligation of young 

women to prepare themselves through study and education to do their part. 

The great society we are building in the United States will have ever greater 

need for citizens who can speak the languages of other people. The President 

urged that foreign language proficiency be developed by American girls when 

they are in school, so that they will be better prepared to undertake America's 

work abroad in assignments of their own or at their husbands' sides. 



ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

5773 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

April 28, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Language Training for Dependents 

At the President's press conference on April 16 
a question was presented regarding language training 
of dependents of our officials overseas. I believe 
the attached memorandum presents a good summary of 
the efforts we have made on behalf of dependents. 
We will be pleased to supply any addit~onal infor­
mation and recommendations, if you so wish. 

A reply to NSAM 293 is in preparation. 

Enclosure: 

As stated. 

Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 



MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: LANGUAGE TRAINING FOR U.S. GOVERNMENT DEPENDENTS 

The Department of State has long felt that the wives 
of foreign affairs personnel should be given a fair chance 
to learn the languages of the countries in which they live. 
The Department sought and received legislative authority
in 1961 for the training of dependents; however, funds 
requested in subsequent years to implement the authority on 
the scale which the Department believes is desirable have 
not been provided by the Congress. In reporting out the 
bill appropriating funds for the operation of the Depart­
ment in FY 1964 the House Committee on Appropriations
specifically stated, "The additional funds requested for 
training of Foreign Service dependents have been denied." 

The lack of specific funds to provide language train­
ing for members of Foreign Service families has had a 
restrictive effect but has by no means eliminated such 
training~ The Foreign Service Institute has encouraged
wives to enroll in any language .class in which there are 
vacant chairs and has reprogrammed its work to make the 
equivalent of one instructor in Spanish and one instructor 
in French available to provide separate part-time classes 
for wives who are about to accompany their husbands on 
assignments to foreign language areas. By these means 75 
wives of State, USIA, AID and military personnel are now 
receiving instruction in 9 languages at the Foreign Service 
Institute in Washington. , During the last ·:-.6 months of 
1963, 1172 dependents representing over a dozen Federal 
agencies received language training usually at the rate of 
one hour a day in 39 languages at their posts of assign­
ment in training programs sponsored by the Foreign Service 
Institute. 

The Department has sought to be in a position to 
provide language instruction for substantially larger · 
numbers of dependents and to provide more hours of instruc­
tion for each of them. Lack of adequate funds, however, 
has restricted this program~ The principal restrictions 
have been the following: 

1. The training has 
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1. The training has had to be placed principally on 
a space-available basis. 

2~ Most of the training conducted at Foreign Service 
posts has had to be done on a one hour a day basis. If 
funds were available to set up separate classes for dependents, 
a more intensive language program would be provided for them~ 

3~ Because of the wording of the legislation which 
states, "The Secretary may also provide appropriate orientation 
and language training to members of family of officers and 
employees of the Government in anticipation of the assignment 
abroad of such officers and employees or while abroad," 
training has been strictly limited to wives whose husbands 
have a definite onward assignment~ The only exceptions to 
this have been for a few wives of officers at the Assistant 
Secretary level or higher who need training in a language 
for representational purposes in Washington. In many cases 
since no specific assignment overseas is known early enough 
wives are unable to arrange time for training along with 
other preparations for departure~ 

For your information the following is attached: 

Attachments: 

A - An information sheet which states the conditions 
under which wives may enroll in language classes 
at FSI/W. 

B - Summary or wives now in language training at FSI/W. 

C - Summary of dependent training July 1 through 
December 31, 1963 in FSI language programs overseas. 

D - Excerpts from operating policy statements on 
enrollment of wives in FSI-sponsored language 
programs overseas. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

GENERAL INFORMATION ON LANGUAGE TRAINING 
FOR MEMBERS OF FAMILY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS PERSONNEL 

The Foreign Service Institute will, as facilities permit, provide training 
in the language of onward assignment for the following categories of members of 
family of foreign affairs personnel accompanying the officer to the post: 

First Priority: Wives and other adult dependents {18 years of age and 
above) of officers and employees who have been notified of overseas assign­
ments and who are assigned to FSI for language training. 

Second Priority: Wives and other adult dependents {18 years of age and 
above) of officers who have been notified of overseas assignments but are 
not to be assigned to FSI for language training. 

Special part-time French and Spanish classes meeting three hours a day for 
periods of eight weeks will convene at four-week intervals on the same starting 
dates as the regular 16-week program: i.e., October 7, November 4, December 2, 
1963; January 2, January 27, February 24, March 23, 1964, etc. If there is 
sufficient demand, the initial 8-week course may be followed by a second 8-week 
course at an appropriately advanced level. Classes will meet either from 
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon or from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Tuition, when applicable, is 
$212.00 per 8-week session during FY 1964, payable only by the sponsoring agency. 
Enrollments are approved only for applicants who can be present for the full 
duration of the course. Part-time instruction in other languages may be offered 
if there is sufficient demand and as facilities permit. 

Full-time intensive training will be offered on a space-available basis in 
courses established for employees. 

C.lasses will consist of no more than six students and will require a minimum. 
of three students, all at the same level of language proficiency. Classes will 
meet five days a week. Regular daily attendance will be required with additional 
time, as necessary, spent in outside preparation at home or making use of the 
language laboratory facilities at FSI. 

The back of this page should be completed for application. Members of 
family of Department of State personnel should send applications directly to 
Mrs. Esther K. Greer, Room 2120. Applications from other agencies should be 
forwarded through _and with the approval of the training office of their 
respective agencies. Additional information on language training may be obtained 
by calling Mrs. Greer on DUdley 3-3260. 

Through the courtesy of the Department of the Army, nursery facilities at 
nearby Arlington Hall Station on Route 50 near Glebe Road are available at a 
minimum fee for the children of wives enrolled in courses at FSI. Information 
is available at the office of the Registrar, FSI, on DUdley 3-4792. 

[front of page]
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APPLICATION FOR LANGUAGE TRAINING 
FOR MEMBERS OF FAMILY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS PERSONNEL 

LANGUAGE --------------
HUSBAND'S POST OF ASSIGNMENT 

---------------------------------·---~ Q' 

PREVIOUS LANGUAGE TRAINING: Languages 
------------------------~ 

Where Inclusive Dates 

Can you commit yourself to regular attendance for the full duration of the course? 

Special part-time training, 3 hours a day for 8 weeks I / 

*(tuition payable by sponsoring agency) 

Space-available full-time training in regular classes meeting 6 hours 

a day for ----- months I I 

When will you be available for language training? From ------ To ------
HUSBAND'S NAME GRADE AGENCY ------------------------ ------ -------
HUSBAND'S LANGUAGE TRAINING: Is he presently enrolled in a language class- at FSI? 

Yes I I No I I If so, what language? • If not, does --------------
·he expect an assignment to language at FSI1 . Yes . / I No I/. If so, what 

language? 

TO BE FILLED IN BY TRAINING OFFICE 
OF .AGENCIES ,OTHER THAN . 
THE DEPARTMENT · OF STATE 

This .application is approved and 
such training as can be offered by 
FSI is hereby requested. 

Signed ---------------------------.Authorizing Officer 

Agency "---------------------------

Date 

When? -----------------------------

Signature -------------------------

Home Telephone No. 

Husband's Office Address --------

Office Telephone No. 

· *This 'application, if submitted by an agency other than State, AID, CIA or 
USIA, must be accompanied 'by a completed DS-75?A. 

October 2, 1963 STATE:RD - Washington, D. C. 

[back of page]
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Agency 

USIA 

" 
" 
" 
" 

State 

" 
" 
H 

ti 

" 
" 

AID 

Defense 

It 

II 

" 
" 

TOTALS 

Wives in Language Training 
As Of April 20, 1964 

Language Special 

Arabic 

French 3 

German 

Spanish l 

Thai 

Bulgarian 

Czech 

French 14 

German 

Greek l 

Portuguese 1 

S;Eanish 5 

Spanish 9 

French 2 

Hungarian 

Portuguese 2 

Spanish 12 

Thai 

O/FSI:SKCarlson:4/17/64 
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Full-Time 

2 

l 

2 

l 

1 

l 

ti 

3 

3 

2 

l 

3 

l 
0 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE 

POST LANGUAGE 'I'RAINING PROGRAMS 

Attachment C 

·Summary report of student training in post language programs 
d i h i d 1 1 h h De b 31 1963 ur n£ t e ner o Ju v t rou2 cem er . " . 

F.mnlovees Total Stepped-up 
Group Individual . · ... Number of Instruction .. 

Instruction Instruction Dependents Students 

State Department 1516 634 5021 2652 I 
Other u. s .. Agencies: 

AID 786 103 338 1227 

USIA 236 178 107 521 

Agriculture 27 18 11 56 

MAAG 319 42 61 422 

Peace Corps 131 12 21 16L~ 

Treasury 12 11 2 25 

u. s., Air Force 40 10 34 Bl~ 

Uo So Army 124 30 59 21 3 

u .. s .. Marines 302 6 3 311 

u .. s. Navy 31 15 16 62 

Others 
(12 agencies) 134 22 18 174 

I I I Total 2142 447 670 3259 
I I Grand Total 3658 
I 

1081 1172 5911 I 

!,/ Included in Total Number of Students column. 

Note: These figures represent tra ining in Post Language Progr ams at 
201 posts. Training was provided in 53 languageso 

~/ 

55 

81 

16 

2 

1 

13 

2 

2 

4 

3 

2 

3 

129 

184 

&nployees who received both group and individual instruction are 
counted once for each enrollment category. 

O/FSI:BTCarland:MP:gjf 4/2/64 
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.\.ttachment D 

4/17/64 

LANGUAGE TRAINING FOR DEPENDENTS AT FOREIGN SERVICE POSTS 

Policy Statements: 

Ref. 1: 
Ref. 2: 
Ref. 3: 

CA-2874, September 28, 1961 (continues in force) 
CW-10162, June 19, 1962 (continues in force) 
CA-6321, December 10, 1962 (continues in force). 

Ref. 1: IV.F.2 states: "Wives of eligible employees may participate 
on a space-available basis." 

Ref. 2: states the policy on language training for dependents at 
field posts on or after .Tuly 1, 1962 with the significant 
qualification "to the extent that available funds permit". 

Ref. 3: (FY63 Fund Authorizations, Post Language Programs) states 
"In order to meet the needs for job-related language training 
to the maximum extent during the balance of fiscal year 1963, 
it will be necessary to curtail or eliminate training in lower 
priority categories." Six· applicable priorities are then 
given. Dependent's training is assigned to priority five, 
that is next to the lowest. In essence, this priority re­
states the conditions .set forth in Reference 2. Its low 
ranking on the list has in effect meant curtailment and in a 
few cases elimination of training for dependents in the field 
at Government expense when funds were low. 

O/FSI:FFrauchiger:bsw:rd 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET 

WASHINGTON , D .C . 20503 

APR 2 3 1964 

MEMORANlXJM FOR MR. BROMLEY SMITH ~ 

Subject: National Security Action Memorandum No. 293 

I have noted NSAM No. 293 of April 18, 1964, calling for a review 
and report by State, in coordination with other agencies, of 
language training for U. S. Government dependents. 

We would like to have the opportunity to review the report and 
consult with appropriate NSC staff on whatever further analysis 
and recommendations on the subject are made. 

Irving J~1 ~ is~ 
Deputy c 'r:t 
International Division 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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CONFIDENTIJ\L 

August 24. 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Mr. Ed Strait 

Of possible interest. attached is a copy 
of an August 8 memo from John McCone 
t-o McGeorge Bundy regarding NSAM 306. 

Gordon Chase 

CON!",IDENTIAL "' 

D:S:CLASG:.~ fo1J 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4(~) 

~te House Guidelin~, Feb.~1983 · 
Bx DcAJ: , NARA, Date )-7 --t 



Aupst s. 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

MR. REEDY 

SUBJECT: Language Training for Dependente 
-- Pr••• Confe·r .ence Que•tloa 

I refer to our recent phoae conversation about 
the ahcwe subject aacl attacla a letter which 
you may want to •lgn aad •end to Mre. Adama. 
Maybe It• worth a few polnta with the ladiee. 

Gordon Cllaae 



August s. 1964 

At a press comereace in April, yoa asked th:e Prealdent whether lt would 
be wcHrta the eapenae to provide language couraea fo.r the wives of dvUlan 
and mUitary.offlclala abl"oad; he replied that your suggestion we.a a good 
one and that Ile would have lt explored. I w•lte to you now because l thtnk 
you mlgbt tHt lnte·reated ln the follow•u.p to yaar pioeaa confer••~• exchange 
with the· Prealdent. 

After tho pitess conference, the ETealdent order.ed a review of proaent for-
eign language proarame fo~ dependents;. chis re·view was recently completed. 
On th• one hand, it shows that a slseable effort la already u.aden1ay. For 
example, n•arly 14, 000 adult depeudents are e·nrolled ln part•timo govern• 
ment-aponsored .fo~•lgn language et•dy. On the otl:uur bnd. the review abowe 
that diea-e ts a f\U'ther need tbat ls not now ltelng met •• tho need for many wlvee 
to &Cfitdre a llmiuu.t laquag• proflct~ncy to nieei day•to•clay houaehold and 
social l'eciW.remente and the need for aome wive a• whose huabande • aasipments 
involve heavy dlplomatle or repreaentationa). reeponelbW·dea, to acquire a 
hlghe• lan1aa.1e proftcleacy. 

To meet tl\la need, the Preelunt baa directed pertinent aaenclee to propose 
leglelatlve cluln1••• where neceeaary. so that appropriated fund• may be 
used to11 aaaignment•related foreign language trainln1 of adult dependent·•· The 
Prealdent has als·o dll'ected pe:rtlnont agenclee to propose, in their budget ••tl• 
mates. appropriate awn• for cuch tratrdng. 

The review that the Government has carried out, has broupt into full focae 
the need 10% Ames-lean womea. to be alert. to the lncreaala1 Involvement of the 
Un.lted Stat•• In world affalra and the need for more youg w·omen. while still 
in school, to prepare themeelvea to do tbolr part. The g·reat aoclety we· are 
building ln the United States need• more cltlseu who caa speak the langaagee 
of othe• people. 

Mrs. Alvadee Adame 
nu. s .• La.dytt 
11a9 Vermont Avenue, N. W. 
Waahlngton. D. C. 

Sincerely. 

Oeorae Reedy. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 24, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

MR. BUNDY 

SUBJECT: Language Training for Dependents 
-- Press Guidance 

1. Here is that old dog I keep pushing in front 
of you whenever a press conference rolls 
around. 

2. If the President doesn't want to use it today, 
we could revise it and put it out as a White House 
statement. Or, of course, we could simply drop 
it. 

3. I, for one, don't feel strongly about any of 
the three options. 

GC 
Gordon Chase 

-



J Eli; 1'16 4 

'Draft Press "!!lt!llllt !lliill--.&2 S/AT£#£NT 

In April, at a press conference, I was asked whether it Would 

be worth the expense to provide language courses to wives of civilian 

and military officials abroad. After the press conference, I ordered a 

review of present foreign language programs for dependents. 

This review has been completed. On the one hand, it shows that 

a sizeable effort is _already underway. For example, nearly 14, 000 adult 

dependents are enrolled in part-time government-sponsored foreign 

language study. On the other hand, the review shows that there is a 

further need that is not now being met -- the need for many wives to acquire 

a limited language proficiency to meet day-to-day household and social 

requirements and the need for some wives, whose husbands 1 assignments 

involve heavy diplomatic or representational responsibilities, to acquire 

a higher language proficiency. 

To meet this need, I have directed pertinent agencies to propose . 

1eg~slative changes, where necessary, so that appropriated funds may be 

used for assignment-related foreign language training of adult dependents. 

I have also directed pertinent agencies to propose, in their budget estimates, 

appropriate sums for such training. 

The review that the Government has carried out, has brought into 

full focus the need for American women to be alert to the increasing involve-

·ment of the United States in world affairs and the need for more young women, 

while still in school, to prepare themselves to do their part. The great 



-2-

society we are building in the United States ne~ds more citizens who 

can speak the languages of other people. 



_// 

Jaly 17, 1964 

Memorandum for Mac lilWmf 

&. Attadaed ts a voltmtary etatemeat which the 

Preald-ent may wat1t to 1lve at hla preaa con-

ference (aot essential). 

2. George Reedy ha• a etatement on the aame 

subject. 

3.. I think George may have aa olde~ and dlf-

attached Instead. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 22, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

MR. BUNDY 

SUBJECT: Language Training for Dependents 
-- Press Conference 

1. Attached is a statement regarding the above 
subject which the President may want to read 
at the beginning of the next press conference. 

2. If it is too long, for openers, you can knock 
off the last paragraph. 

Gordon Chase 



June 22, 1864 

Draft Press~ S/"JJ-T£.NBNT 

In April, at a press conference, I .was asked whether it woula 

b~ worth the expense to provide· lang:uage courses to wives of civilian 

and military officials abroad. After the press conference, I ordered a 

-. review of present foreign language programs for dependents. 

This re~ew has been completed. On the one hand, it ·shows that 

a sizeable effort is _already underway. For example, nearly 14, 000 adult 
. . 

dependents are enrolled in part-time government-sponsored foreign 

language study. . On the othe~ · hand, the review shows that there is a 

further need that is not now being met -- the need for many wives to acquire 
. I 

a lim.ited language proficiency to meet day-to-day household and social 

requirements an~ the need for SOme Wives, Whose husbands I assignments 

I 

. involve heavy diplomatic or representational responsibilities, to acquire 

a higher language proficiency. 

To ·meet this need, I have directed pertinent agencies to propose . 

'leg~slative changes, where necessary, so that appropriated funds may be 

used for assignment-related foreign language training of adult dependents. 

I have also directed pertinent agencies to propose, in their budget estimates, 

· appropriate sums for such training. 

The review that the Government has carried out, has brought into 

full focus the need for American women to be alert to the increasing involve-

. ·ment .of the United States in world affairs and the need for more young women, 

··while still in school, to prepare themselves to do their part. The great . 



-2-

society w ·e are building in the United States needs more citizens who 

can speak the languages of other people. 
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7/29/64 

Dear Mrs. 
Mt:si; --------

~ "'>V ~ ~ ~ 'It-~ I J it. '"P~..2-1 ~ ~~ ~~~ ~ e- tCuJ I~ I ~ ~'-4-
. .'lt my i"tl'xil 16 news eonfereaee ye~ aliikQd me u'be+her I tJ;;igugati it we~S. 'be 
~ it. p~ w-L:O_ 'j ~ ~ 

worth the expense to provide lan~e ~ourses for the wives of. civilian -r; 
TIL P ~ ~ 7' J L ti o--;41 "'O ,._..., ~,..,4i­

and military officials abroad. I answered that your suggestion "seems 
~ u.Jll~.£~ 
~a good one and I'll hewe it explored.' 

Following the news conference I ordered a review of present foreign 

language programs for dependents and the need for any further actions. 

I am happy to report that the evaluation has been completed, and I have 

given my agreement to the recommendations that the Departmenisof State 

and Defense and other agencies that send representatives overseas should 

strengthen their efforts to provide foreign language training to adult 

dependents of U.S. employees serving abroad. 

The evaluation indicates that a sizeable effort is already underway. Nearly 

14,ooo adult dependents are enrolled in part-time government-sponsored 

foreign language study, and ll5 others are in full-time study. The review 

has found, however, that there is a substantial further need that is not 

now being met. It is estimated that of the over 130,000 American women 

dependents residing abroad in a foreign language environment, probably as 

many as 100,000 have had no organized study of the language of the country 

in which they live. The need is divided into two parts: the need for 

many wives to acquire enough language proficiency to meet household living 

needs and limited social courtesy requirements, and the need for those 

wives whose husbands' assignments involve heavy diplomatic or representation 



2 

responsibilities to have a higher language proficiency to help actively 

in those duties. To provide the needed training at Government expense, 

limitations of legislative authority and lack of funds must be removed. 

Accordingly, I have directed agencies sending representatives overseas 

to seek legal authority, in cases where present authority is inadequate, 

to use appropriated funds for assignment-related foreign language train­

ing of adult dependents. Agencies were also directed to propose in their 

budget estimates adequate sums for such training when authorized. 

I believe that this review brings into full focus the need for women 

throughout America to be alert to the increasing involvement of the 

United States in world affairs and the obligation of young women to 

prepare themselves through study and education to do their part. The 

great society we are building in the United States will have ever greater 

need for citizens who can speak the languages of other people. I think 

that American girls should acquire as much foreign language proficiency 

as they can when they are in school, so that they 'Will be better prepared 

to undertake America's work abroad in assignments of their own or at their 

husbands' sides. 

Sincerely, 



7/29/£A 


Dear ifr8. _____....__
Ml.es t 

At my April 16 newa conterence you asked me· whether I thought 1h would be 

worth the expense to provide language~· for the vJ.ves of o1vUian 

and D4Ut.a.ey ott1o1e:le l\brOad.. I auverea. that 10ur auggestioo "aeema 

to be a good one and. t '11 have 1t explored.*' 

Folloving tbe iiewa conference I ~ a review of present foreign 

l.rmguaga progreu :ror dependents end tbe need for any further actione. 

I am happy to report that the evaluation baa been com,pleted, and X h&Ve 

glven my agreement to the recaiwendat:tons that the ~nte ot State 

amd Defense and otheit agencies that send repnusentat1 vea overaeaa ehould 

atrengthen their ettorta to pnw.tde toreip ~ tre.tn:tng to ad.ult 

dependents of u.s. employees serving o.broeA. 

The evaluation im.toatea that a sizeable effort ls al.reedy un4~. Ne8.l'l.1 

1l4-,ooo adult c.\epentJ.eUts are enrolled ln put-tlzae ~'4-JJ]?Oll&Ore.4 

toreiaD ~st~, and 115 others are 1n ft4l•tlme st~.• The reViev 

has found, hovever1 that there ts a eubatlzltial further need that is DOt 

now being met. It is eattmated that of tho aver 1301000 American women 

depeD:lcts residtng abroad ill a foreign lmlguap enviromaeut, pi'Obably as 

ma;ay as 100,000 have had no organised study of the language of the eountq 

in Wich tbey uve. 'l'he need 18 d!Yided into tvo pa.rte: the need tor 
I 

11m1 ~ves to acq,utn. enough language proticienoy to meet household living 

need.a a1l4 limited social courteSJ' requireDlents / and the need for those 

\d.vea wboae hus'b8Dda' aaaisnme.ut• involve heavy d1plcmat1c or repreaente.t1on 



i 

responsibil1utea to b.Sv"e a higher J.ansuage proficiency to help activd.y 

in those duties.. ~ provid.e the needed tra1D1ng at Goverment expense, 

11m1tat1ons ot legialative autb.ority and lack of fUnds must be removed. 

AcaordiXJaly, I have direotecl agencies acding representativee oversea.a 

to eeek 1esaJ. autbor1ty1 in caaea "'1ere present authority is ln84equa'be, 

to use appropriated t\mids tor asslgm4ellt•related f:oreign J.an&uage tra.in­

1.ng ot adult dependents. Agenoie·a were also directed to propose in their 

budget estiJDates adequate sums tor such trN.n:tng \lb.en autbortsed. 

I believe that this review brings into tuU foeua the need for vomen 

througbou.t America to be alert to toe 1noreaa1DS inVOlvement ot the 

um.tea. States in world a~a end· tbe obligation ot young vomen to 

prepare themselves through stucl7 end educe.ti.on to do their part. The 

great aodety we are buildina in the um.tea. State.a will have ·ever greater 

need tor citistens WhO can speak i21e ~s ot other people. I think 

that American girl.a should acquire ae much foreign language proficiency 

as they can wen the:y are 1n school, so tbat they v.Ul be ~~prepared 

to undertake Ameri.aa•a work abroad in aa~a ot their own or at th1:;1.r 

husbanc\a' aid.es. 

Sincerely, 

http:Ameri.aa
http:educe.ti.on
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NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 306 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Administrator of AID 
The Director of U.S. Information Agency 
The Director of the Bureau of the Budget 

Language Training for U.S. Government 
Dependents 

The President has indicated his general agreement with the . 
recommendations contained in the paper on language training 
for U.S. Government dependents, prepared by the Department 
of State pursuant to NSAM 2 9 3. 

After specific details of the program have been developed, the 
pertinent agencies should propose necessary legislative authority 
and appropriations th:rough normal channels. 

f(\~? i.tuy ~ 
McGeorge Bundy 
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SUBJECT: Language Training for U.S. Government Dependents 

The President has indicated his general agreement with the 
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recommendations contained in the paper on Language Training for 

U.S. Government Dependents prepared by the Department of State 

pursuant to NSAM 293. 

After specific details of the program have been developed, the 

pertinent agencies should propose necessary legislative authority 

and appropriations through normal channels. 
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TO: 	 The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Administrator of AID 
The Director of U.S. Information Agency 
The Director of the Bureau of the Budget 

SUBJEC't: 	 Language Training for U.S. Government 
Depe.ndents 

The President has indicated his general agreement with the 
recommendations contained in the paper on language training 
for U.S. Government dependents, prepared by the Department 
of State pursuant to NSAM 293. 

After specific details of the program have been developed, the 
pertinent agencies should propose necessary legislative authority 
and appropriations tjirough normal channels. 
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Language Training for U.S. Government 
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The ;P.resi<l;ent has indicated his general agreement with the 
recommendations contained in the paper on language training 

·for U.S • . Government' dependents, prepared by the Department· 
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