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THE WHITE HOUS E 

WASHINGTON 

September 10, 1964 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 314 

TO: The Secretary of State 
The 'Secretary of Defense , 

The President has now reviewed the situation in South Vietnam with 
Ambassador Taylor and with other advisers and has approved the 
following actions: 

1. U. S. naval patrols in the Gulf of Tonkin will be re sume'd 
promptly after Ambassador Taylor's return. They will operate 
initially well beyond the 12-mile limit and be ·clearly dissociated from 
34A maritime operations. The patrols will comprise two to three 
destroyers and would have air cover from carriers; the destroyers 
will have their own ASW capability. 

2. 34A operations by the GVN will be resumed after 
completion of a first DeSoto patrol. The maritime operations are 
by far the most important. North Vietnam has already publicized 
them, and is likely to publicize them even more, and at this point 
we should have the GVN ready to admit that they are taking place 
and to justify and legitimize them on the basis of the facts of VC 
infiltration by sea. 34A air drop and leaflet operations should, also 
be resumed but are secondary in importance. We should not consider 
air strikes under 34A for the present. 

3. We should promptly discuss with the Government of Laos 
plans for limited GVN air and grouii.d operations into the corridor areas 
of Laos, together with Lao air stri;kes and possible use of U. S. armed 
aerial reconnaissance. On the basis of these discussions a decision 
on action will be taken, but it should be recognized that these operations 
will in any case have only limited effect. 

4. We should be prepared to respond as appropriate against 
the DRV in the event of any attack on US units or any special DRV /VC 
action against SVN. 

5. The results of these decisions will be kept under constant 
review, and recommendations for changes or modifications or additions 
will be promptly considered. 
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6. The President reemphasizes the importance of economic 
and political actions having immediate impact in South Vietnam, such 
as pay raises for civilian personnel and spot projects in the cities 
and selected rural areas. The President emphasizes again that no 
activity of this kind should be delayed in any way by any feeling that 
our resources for these purposes are restricted. We can find the 
money which is needed for all worthwhile projects in this field. 
He expects that Ambassador Taylor and the country team will take 
most prompt and energetic action in this field. 

7. These decisions are governed by a prevailing judgment 
that the first order of business at present is to take actions which 
will help to strengthen the fabric of the Government of South Vietnam; 
to the extent that the situation permits, such action should precede 
larger decisions. If such larger decisions are required at any time 
by a change in the situation, they will be taken. 

~c,f~ ~~ 
McGeorge Bundy 
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Septemlnur 10. 1964 

NATIONAL SEQJlUTY ACTlON MEMODANDUM NO~ 314 

TO,: The Sec;r.etarr of State-. 
Tt. Secretary c.f Dofeuo 

T- Preelde#t haa aow "evtewed the •ituation. in .SOutb Vietnam ,910i 
Amha•sador Tat.ylor aud with other adidsertt ud ha• approved the 
tollowbig actloue: 

1. u. s.. a.a.val patr.cla ta the Gulf of Tenkltt will be- l'esumod 
pr.omptly after Am.baa1ado~ 'taylbl"'• ~•t~n. They Will operate 
tDtttaUy ·won. beycmd tbe. 1a-mt1e. Umlt .ana bo cleaJ!ly alesoda:ted. from 
34.A marttlme opet-aUons. The· pat•o1• will comps-I•• two to thr.ee 
d••U-oyer• aa4 would ba•e· -all' cover fitom earne~•~i the. deetroye:rs 
will have thtl~ oWA ASVf eapabtllty. 

2. S4A .()peraUoll• by the GVN will be ~eeumed alte: . 
¢ompletion of a. fl•st DeSoto· patrol. The. madltme ope~ationa ue·: 
1)1 fa..r the moat tmpo~t. Notlb Vietnam has alrea.41" publleb~ea 
t.bem.. and 1• llkoly to ptlbllclu them aveu. more., .and at this potnt· 
we ahould have tho GVN i'eady to. admit that tbe.y .ue tald.ag place 
aud to· Jttstlfy aud legltimlze them on the basts of tbe faete 0£ VC 
infllt-ratlon by aea.. 34A atr drop aud leaflet "oper.atlons should also 
be ~o.a\tttled b\tt a~e eecoaduy ln importance. We should not ~onalder 
alr std.kea tlllde~ 34A fo~ ·tbe present. 

3. We should p1!omptly tllsu:ua wlth the· Govornment ol La.o• 
·plue to:r Umlted Q\fN atit· atld p.ound e>poratloa• hi.to ~ co~•idor area. 
of Lao•h togethor "'1th Lao. el~ strike• and po1allJle us• ~f ti. s. armed 
,aeY,J.al recoM.ateaance. OU- the baale of thoae dlsctU1dc>1'.a a. d·eelsloa 
OJ); actiotl will be ta.bu. but lt ahould he. ~ecogttl1tul that tlutae opa~atloas 
will ln any caae have only limited eflect. 

4. We should 'he Pftparetl to :ro.epona as app:roprlate agalnet 
tl'1o DltV ta the et1ent ot any attack on US ubltt 0 ·7 aay •pec!al DRV/VG 
action ag.tut SVN'-

s. The· results of these doctalons wUl be kept ·unde,,. constant 
review. and recommeudatlona foJ! cbaates o~ modUlcatlons 0'1 .additloas 
will be promptly -considered. 

(page I of Z pages) 

DECLASSIFIED 

Au ority ~-5..:::C:;...__:;t~":Ek:!:.~~~-;:J. 
Y M~ NARS, Date 



9/10/64 

6. ·ne P:reatc1ent ro•m,U•l••• tbe lmportaaee ot •coaomlc 
aad polUical aetlou 1'a"1•1: immediate. Impact la South Vlataam, ••c!t 
aa pay nl•e• fo., dvlllanJjereouel aa4 •pot proje·ct• lR lbe cl.ti•• 
ud .. locted nual areai., Tbe Prealdeat. ·•tnpbadse• aaat.a th&t no 
actlvlty of tbl• ldad tllomd be delaye4 l-11 any way bf urr fe•lf.q that 
ftT reoovce• tor the•• P'U1>M•• an re•tdcted. ,. a.a·llacl the 
mOAey wl\lch I• ••4ed tor all wenhwhti. proJecl• la thl.• field. 
U. expect• that Amhuaadcw Taylor· and. tblt ~ qam wl.11 ta­
mest prompt aad •n•r1etlc acd.oa f.n ,~•· field. 

1. The•·• ct.d.Scm• an 1ovorae4 by a prevallla& Ju.dgmeat 
tt.• tbfa. fl.••t order ofbulu•• a.t pnnat l• to take actloa• •blcb 
will h•lp to atreaathaa fhe, fabric of tb• OovoJJameat of.' Sotith vtetnamJ 
to the ••tent that ti. altutlcm. permit•. such action sluNld p!'ece~e 
large .. dedalon-. It .. ch luge• d•d.•leaa •~·• "•"'1r•<l at any tlme 
by a 'Chaage la the sttuatlon. they wlll be taken. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Septetnber 10, 1964 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 314 

TO: The Secretary of State 
The Se.cretary of Defense,_.. ~ -

The President )ha·s .now reviewed the situation in South Vietnatn with 
Atnbassador Taylor -and with other advisers and has approved the 
·folloWing actions: 

1. U. S. naval patrols in the Gulf of Tonkin will be resutne'd 
protnptly after Atnbassador Taylor's return. They will operate 
initially well beyond the 12-tnile litnit a.nd be ·clearly dissociated frotn 
34A tnarititne operations. The patrols will cotnprise two to three 
destroyers and would have air cover frotn carriers; the destroyers 
will have their own ASW capability. 

2. 34A operations by the GVN will be resutned after 
completio.n of a first DeSoto patrol. The tnarititne operations are 
by far the most itnportant. North Vietnatn has already publicized 
them, and is likely to publicize thetn even more, and at this point 
we should have the GVN ready to adtnit that they are taking place 
and to justify and legititnize thetn on the basis of the facts of VC 
infiltration by sea. 34A air drop and .leaflet operations should. als·o 
be resutned but are secondary in itnportance. We should not consider 
air strikes under 34A for the present .. 

; , 

3. We should protnptly d:iscuss with th~ Governtnent of Laos 
plans for litnited GVN air and ground operations into the corridor areas 
of Laos, together with Lao air strikes and possible use of U. S. artned 
aerial reconnaissance. · .. On the ba~is of these discussions a decision 
on action will be taken, but it should be recognized that these operations 
will in any case have only litnited effect. 

4. We . shoUld be prepared to respond as appropriate against 
the DRV i~ the event of any attack on US units or any special DRV/VC 
action against SVN. 

5. The results of these decisions will be kept under constant 
review,· and recotnmen~ations for changes or modifications or additions 

• • • J 

will be promptly, co~sidered. 
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6. The President reemphasizes the importance of economic 
and political actions having immediate impact in South Vietnf'.1-m, such 
as pay raises for civilian personnel and ·spot projects in the cities . 
and selected rural areas. The President emphasizes again that no 
activity of this kind should be delayed in any way by any feeling that 
our resources for these purposes are restricted. We can find the 
money which is needed for all worthwhile projects in this field. 
He expects that Ambassador Taylor and the country team will take . 
most prompt and energetic action in this field. 

7 •. These decisions are governed by a prevailing judgment 
that the first order of business at present is to take actions which 
will help to strengthen the fabric of the Government of South Vietnam; 
to the extent that the situation permits, such action should prece~e 
larger decisions~ If such larger decisions are required at any time 
by a change in the situation, they will be taken. 

~c-f~ ~ 
McGeorge Bundy 
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