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The proposal is to be recommended because it not only makes
possible the discontinuance of a mechanism which has outlived its
usefulness, but also provides a way of obtaining the type of
studies required by the current military situation.

Note- If you agree, the letter to General Johnson will be put on
green before your mo: 1dum to the President is sent up.

BKS

Attachments
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MEM ORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Discontinuance of the Net Evaluation Subcommittee of
the National Security Council

Secretary McNamara recommends the discontinuance of the Net
Evaluation Subcommittee of the National Security Council as part of
his continuing effort to increase the efficiency and quality of various

military study programs. (See McNamara memorandum at T=h A},

Mr. McNamara believes, and I agree, that the studies done each year
by the Subcommittee since its establishment in 1958 can be done better

by study groups in the Defense Department.

None of the other Departments and agencies involved in the Subcommittee's

work object to its discontinuance.

Mr. McNamara is ready to move on his plan for a revised study system

if the NESC is discontinued.



I recommend you approve Secretary Mcl 's proposal and sign
the attached letter accepting the resignation of General Johnson,

the Director of the Sub: tee.

McGeorge Bundy

Attachment
Drft ltr









Dear General Johnson:

I accept your resignation with regret.

On the occasion of your second retirement from active duty, I in
v y others in acknowledging your important contribution over the
years to the security of the United States. When called back to the service
of your country by President John F. Kennedy in 1961, you had already
earned our highest military rank and the nation's highest recognition
for military valor, the Congressional Medal of Honor.

For the past three years you have served the President and the
National Security Council as the leader of a group dealing with the foremost
problems of national security. In this role you have added to your previous
military contributions the important service of providing the President with
a clear-sighted, objective and penetrating analysis of the status of our
national defenses.

Your lifetime of service to your country during a critical period
in history has been outstanding. On behalf of your countrymen, I express
deep appreciation for all you have done.

With best wishes for the future,

Sincerely,



Ll



NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

NET EVALUATION SUBCOMMITTEE

WASHINGTON, D,C, 20301

8 February 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMAN, NET EVALUATION
SUBCOMMITTEE

SUBJECT: Proposed NESC Study for 1965

In accordance with your instructions,
attached hereto are the terms of reference
for a study of the politico-military position
of the U.S. vis a vis Commnist China and .
other potentlally hostile or dlsruptive
forces in the Far East through 1971.

These terms were prepared by the
stalff of the NESC.

The terms would be applicable whether
the atudy is pursued by the NESC staff or
other agency.

Your approval is recommended,

LEON W. JOHNSON. .
General USAF
~ Director

1l Enclosure
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THE WHI™™ HOUSE
Wask*—=3t a

December 27, 1¢ 1

Dear General Johnson:

Upon the nomination of the Chairman of the
Net Evaluation Subcommittee, I hereby appoint
you to serve as the I'"—~ector of the Subcommittee's
Staff in the preparation of the evaluation reports
which are considered a 'ually by me [ rsonally and
by certain of my principal advisors. Your appoint-
ment will be effective on December 31, 1961, when
General Hickey completes his tour of duty as
Director.

This assignment furnishes you an opportunity
to add to the distinguished service which you have
already accorded your country. The task you face
1s an extremely important one in the interest of
the nation, and I wish you every success in meet-
ing it.

Sincerely,

/s/ J. F. Kennedy

General Leon W. Johnson, USAF
Joint Chiefs of Staff
Washington, D. C.
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POP SECRET J
25 January 1965 27
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BUNDY
SUBJECT: Future of the NESC
Attached is a copy of General Wheeler's

memo to Mr. McNamara in reply to the
proposal to discontinue the NESC.

R. €. BOWMAN

~ (,.122"\} '[) >¢;,(‘ i -
DR Beew Lo POP-SECRET
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17 March 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BUNDY

SUBJECT: NESC

General Wheeler has delivered the President's
letter to General Leon Johnson, and award of the
Distinguished Service Medal is under consideration.

There may be one remaining loose end.
Martha does not believe that any action has been
taken to implement the President's approval of
Secretary McNamara's proposal (papers attached).
If this is the case, I suggest you sign the attached
NSAM.

05

(t\"\\(j R. C. BOWMAN









same sources of input, obtained the same computer support, and have
performed the same type of analysis. Because of the close relationship
of strategic studies to forces, the budget, and other on-going Defense
Department studies, the usefulness of the SSG studies has been under-
standably greater than the annual survey of the NESC,

The economy involved in eliminating a major study group is
obvious. We can, I feel, make better use of our limited study skills
while s ilt: >usly improving the product delivered to the consumer,
Partici ion in DoD studies by other government agencies is, of
course, welcomed when warranted by the subject matter. Similarly,
we remain responsive to requests for study reports from other
interested agencies of the government.

In summary, while the annual study program of the NESC had
value and relevance in 1958, its contribution today is margi 1 when
compared to the battery of specific studies which have become major
functions of the JCS and DoD during the intervening years. It therefore
appears logical to terminate the requirement for the NESC,

I have coordinated this proposal with George Ball, J. Edgar
Hoover, John A, McCone, Glenn T. Seaborg, John F, Doherty, and
General Wheeler, none of whom objects to the elimination of the

NESC.

Attached is a draft implementing directive for signature.

) //¢,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

Effective this date, the Net Evaluation Subcommittee of the
National Security Council, having served its purpose, is discontinued.

This directive supersedes NSC 5816,
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