


April 26, 1966

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 346

TO:

SUBJECT:

The Vice President

The Secretary of State

The Secretary of Defense

The Secretary of Commerce

Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission

Administrator, National Aeronautics and
Space Agency

Director, Bureau of the Budget

Director, Office of Emergency Planning

Assignment of Highest National Priority to
Critical Ammunition Items for South Vietnam and
the Mark 48 Torpedo (R&D only)

In response to the recommendation by the Secretary of Defense,
the President, under authority granted by the Defense Production

Act of 1950, today established the Mark 48 Torpedo (R&D only) and
the following critical ammunition items (and related fuses) for South

Vietnam as being in the highest national priority category:

The President also approved removal of the following programs from

Cartridge, 20mm, all types
Cartridge, 81lmm, HE, M374
Cartridge, 81lmm, ILL, M301A2
Cartridge, 105mm, ILL, M314A2
Bomb, 250 1b. MK 81

Bomb, 500 1b. MK 82

Bomb, 750 1b. M 117

Rocket, 2.75"

the top national priority list: TITAN II, BMEWS, and PAL.

W By

W. W. Rostow
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April 26, 1966

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO, 346

TO:

SUBJECT:

The Vice President

The Secretary of State

The Secretary of Dafenss

The Secretary of Commerce

Chairman, Atomic Energy Commiesion

Administrator, National Aeronautics and
Space Agency

Director, Bureau of the Budget

Director, Office of Emergency Flanning

Assignment of Highest National Priority to
Critical Ammunition Items for South Vietnam and
the Mark 48 Torpedo (R&D oaly)

In response to the recommendation by the Sacretary of Defense,

the President, under authority granted by the De{ense Production
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Act of 1950, today established the Mark 48 Torpado (RkD only) and
the following critical ammunition {tems (and related fuses) for South
Vietnam as being in the bighest national priority category:

Cartridge, 20mm, all types
Cartridge, 8lmm, HE, M374
Cartridge, Slmm, ILL, M301A2
Cartridge, 105mym, ILL, M314A2
Bomb, 250 Ib. MK 81

Bombd, 500 1h. MK 82

Bomb, 750 1bh, M 117

Rocket, 2. 75"

The President also approved removal of the following programs from
the top national priority list: TITAN II, BMEWS, and PAlL,

becec: Mr., Bill Moyers

Mr, Keeny
NSC files (2)
Mr. Califano

¥W. W. Rostow
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April 26, 1966

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, ROSTOW

Walt --

Joe Califano called me this morning (9:45) and
asked me to rush to him the attached memo
from McNamara requesting DX priority for
ammunition for South Vietnam since McNamara
had just asked him whether the recommended
action had been approved. I told Califano that
we were preparing a NSAM to implanent the
action and that you would send it up to the
President this morning with a covering memo.

He also wanted to know where the memo had
been for the last week. I told him that I received
it on Friday (April 22) and had been staffing it
with the BOB which had not cleared the action
until last night. '

I did not make any specific arrangements with
Califano as to how your memo to the President
would be handled; however, you might want to
send it to the President through him. If not, I
would send him a copy {attached) of the corres-
pondence.
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