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Mr. President:

For vonr apnrnva'l R

This National Security Action Memo-
randum instructs the Secretary of
State to produce by July 15 specific
recommendations for your considera-
tion as to how to deal with the Indian
nuclear weapons problem., The

M AM reflects the discussion in this
morning's Council meeting,

W“@Rostow

SECRET- AMENT
Approve
Disapprove
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SEA T June 10, 1966

NATIONAT. QERAATIDTTV ACTTON MEMQD ANDTITAS NI 2R1

TO: The Secfetary of State

ST [: Indian Nuclear Weapons Problem

At the meeting of the National Security Council on June 9, 1966,
the President noted the increased urgency of dealing with the Indian
nuclear weapons problem following the third Chinese Communist
nuclear test. He has directed the Secretary of State, in cc’ * oration
with the Secretary of Defense, the Director of the Arms Control and
Disarmament Agency and heads of other departments and agencies,
as appropriate, to study in greater depth the following interrelated
issues emerging from the National Security Council review of the
Indian nuclear weapons question:

a. The extent to which it might be in the U,S, interest to
use our economic leverage more explicitly to discourage an Indian
national nuclear program.

b. The effect which various arms control agreements might
have on Indian nuclear intentions, and what price the U.S. should be
prepared to pay for such agreements.,

c. How far it is in the U,S, interest to go in meeting Indian
security concerns, what form such action might take, and what the
optimum timing might be.

d. Whether there are other approaches to the problem which
need to be pursued.

The study should balance the price of each of these suggested
courses of action against the damage resulting from India's choosing

the independent nuclear path. For the purpose of this study, no change
in our present position on a non-proliferation treaty should be assumed.
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— June 9, 1966

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW

Attached is an NSAlm 1ur the President's The date
of completion has been moved to July 15,

The effort has been to make clear that the study called for
concerns the Indian problem. The reply to Foster's pitch at the
meeting is that he and his committee of principals should con-
tinue their work on general recommendations, but that the
Indian study will be carried on as provided in the NSAM, In the
event that committee of principals reach agreement on recom-
mendations to the President, and the President approves them,
his decisions would of course be taken into account in the separate
Indian study.

Bromley 5mith
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