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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Thursday, June 9, 1966 
6:00p.rn. () 'V J 
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Mr. President: 

For your approval. 

This National Security Action Memo- \~ 
randum instructs the Secretary of / 
State to produce by July 15 specific 
recommendations for your considera­
tion as to how to deal with the Indian 
nuclear weapons problem. The 
NSAM reflects the discussion in this 
morning's Council meeting. 

'ft!). oil( Ros tow 

/ 
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5:E:CRE'f' ATTj{CHMENT 

Approve I 
Disapprove ---



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 10, 1966 · 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 351 

TO: The Secretary of State 

SUBJECT: Indian Nuclear Weapons Problem 

At the meeting of the National Security Council on June 9, 1966, 
the President noted the increased urgency of dealing with the Indian 
nuclear weapons problem following the third Chinese Communist 
nuclear test. He has directed the Secretary of State, in collaboration 
with the Secretary of Defense, · the Director of the Arms Control and 
Disarmament Agency and heads of other departments and agencies, 
as appropriate, to study in greater depth the following interrelated 
issues emerging from the National Security Council review of the 
Indian nuclear weapons question: 

a. The extent to which it might be in the U.S. interest to 
use our economic leverage more explicitly to discourage an Indian 
national nuclear program. 

b. The effect which various arms control agreements might 
have on Indian nuclear intentions, and what price the U.S. should be 
prepared to pay for such agreements. 

c. How far it is in the U.S. 'interest to go in meeting Indian 
security concerns, what form such action might take, and what the 
optimum timing might be • 

d. Whether there are other approaches to the problem which 
need to be pursued. 

The study should balance the price of each of these suggested 
courses of action against the damage resulting from India's choosing 
the independent nuclear path. For the purpose of this study, no change 
in our present position on a non-proliferation treaty should be asswned • 

. §ECRET -·-
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The study should result in specific recommendations to the 
President as to measures which the U .s., in its own interest, should 
take to delay or prevent India's choosing that path. 

The President requests that the first report of recommendations 
for his attention be presented to hiin no later th:an July 15, 1966 • 

Information copies: 
Secretary of Defense 
Director, ACDA 

w~ 
c .e_.~ 

N~C. ~ 
/~ L-119-

) 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

8ECRErr June 9, 1966 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 

/~\ ~. 
Attached is an NSAM for the President's ~ The date 

of completion has been moved to July 15. 

The effort has been to make clear that the study called for 
concerns the Indian problem. The reply to Foster's pitch at the 
meeting is that he and his committee of principals should con­
tinue their work on general recommendations, but that the 
Indian study will be carried on as provided in the NSAM. In the 
event that committee of principals reach agreement on recom­
mendations to the President, and the President approves them, 
his decisions would of course be taken into account in the separate 
Indian study. 

Y)Lc ( 
Bromley Smith 

· SEGRE'!' ATTACHMENTS 

By~J 
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llltM" I li} 1166' 

TO: The Secr·e ta:ry of State 
!f~ · , ~le ' 1'~~ ~nl-ti Dlsar:tnam.*at Apaey 

SVBJEC~: ladlaa Nuclear Weapoaa P.,oblem 

.At the meetlq of the '. atlor.l Security Couaetl oa J\me 9, 1966, tile 

Pff•ldent uoted··the,laereased ur,senc'y o1· ~ealtq with tbe Imllarl n•elea:r 

weapoua pl'ol>lea fcJllewtag tile atr4 Cblitue OlrlmUai&t au~lea•, teat . sej 

baa 4irecte4 Qle. Sea.retary ,at -State • . m coUaborat10n •Ith t!ui Secr~tary of 

heads of GU&er 4epartrllente atid ageaelee a• appropriate, to atu.dy in gr~te~ 

eeul!'ity Coucil review of the lacllaa n.uelea-r weapons queatloa: 

a . The extent to wlt·lch it might be bl the 8 . S. intere:at te use 

nuclear program. 

b.. Tbe eflect wlUch vai-tous. arma control agrema-eats mlght-na.v.e 

oa ladtaa aucl~aw lntenttona, and wbat prlee the lT . S . should 1:ae prepared 

to pay fol' euch apeeneai. . 

c . ._ ... tat It l• bi the t1 . S . latere.at to p in meeUn1 Jncflan 

security concern•. what fGftn •1'ca action might take , anti wb&t the optbn.um 

\. 
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need to 1ae· pq.raued. ~--
'-- - . 

~ atad.y akould balance tae prlce of ••~h of these SUM&••te4 

cou,.ae·a ot &eden agablet dle daDl19e reaulthla lrom; ladla'a ell°"'•• tile 

iad.ependeat nadear path. FOi" the PlrpclB.e ol. thte • ..,_ •o ---·· m 
Ollr JW••ent padttoa oa a nea-prollfenttoa. t~eaty •hoald be •••aae4. 

~ •blcly ~ -.;;-.~lt4' 11'". ~Hl-~ . • ~ ... '~- ;;iit!::dectdlllra-il'IB!~~~Pea=a.4....-
specific r•c:ommendatlou du:t eu: , ., ••k te tile Pl'e•14e-* • to mea•u•e• 

\ 

wlakh tile U. S . ~· o.ra bderea .. llldiiil~ taJcie to 4elay cw ps"eve&\t 

Jadla '• cho__, ttat patk. 

TM Prealdeat re'l,uesta daat the ftr·et Yeport of "4,...emlatl._ for 

bl• atteaU. be Jtre•-ttlct to him no la:;.'t than ~ 196'. 

..f. 

"'.~ 
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