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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

CONi'HlEN !!AL 
November 25, 1966 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 357 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of Commerce 
The Administrator, National Aeronautics 

and Space Adminis tra ti on 
The Chairman, Council of Economic Advisers 
The Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
The Special Assistant to the President for 

Science and Technology 

The Technological Gap 

I have been impressed with the increasing concern in Western Europe 
over possible disparities in advanced technology between the United States 
and Europe. While many Europeans are convinc·ed that this "techno­
logical gap" exists, there is substantially less agreement on its nature 
and extent, its causes and possible remedies. 

As I indicated in tny October 7 speech, we must determine how best to 
develop science and technology as a common resource. I have, there­
fore, asked the Special Assistant to the President for Science and 
Technology to chair an interdepartmental committee which will examine 
all aspects of this problem and explore pas sible courses of action. The 
committee should also examine ways in which the United States might 
engage interested Wes.t European governments in a joint study of what 
should be done. I would like to receive a preliminary report by 
January 30, 1967. 

This is to request that each of you name a representative to serve on this 
committee. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority ---1-fJ-=L=-:i=--.::..g_D_-_l __ ~ 
By ~ , NARS, Date q :...~ g~ C OMFff'l!!M 'f'IAL 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

CON'FIDENTIAL 
November 25, 1966 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MElviORANDUM NO. 357 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of Commerce 
The Administrator, National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration 
The Chairman, Council of Economic Advisers 
The Chairman1 Atomic Energy Commission 
The Special Assistant to the President for 

Science and Technology 

The Technological Gap 

I have been impressed with the increasing concern in Western Europe 
over possible disparities in advanced technology between the United States 
and Europe. While many Europeans are convinced that this "techno­
logical gap" exists 1 there is substantially less agreement on its nature 
and extent, its causes and possible remedies. 

As I indicated in my October 7 speech, we must determine how best to 
develop science and technology as a common resource. I have, there­
fore, asked the Special Assistant to the President for Science and 
Technology to chair an interdepartmental commi ttee which will examine 
all aspects of this problem and explore possible courses of action. The 
committee should also examine ways in which _the United States might 
engage interested West European governments in a joint study of what 
should be done. I would like to receive a preliminary report by 
January 30 1 1967. 

This is to request that each of you name a repres.entative to serve on this 
committee. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority _ N_L_J_ &_D_ - _g ___ _ 

By ~ , NARS, Date '1-.:>.o -Rs 
CO~iFID:Si:fTL\L 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

2/16/67 

Mr. Raymond J. Albright 
Assistant for National Security Affairs 
Main Treasury Building 
Room 4330 

needs a copy of NSAM 357 (they heard 
about it, and they said they should 
have one) 



Ruth, 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Friday, 11/ 2 5 

I distributed copies of attached as shown 
on memo. Also sent copies to Bator and 
C. Johnson. 

Attached: 

a. original of NSAM-357 and extra 
xerox copies. (Art said any further distrib. 
would be made Monday) 

b. Carbons of receipts I sent out. 

c. all original material (I sent 
xerox copies to Bator). 

Alice 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Nove.mber 25, 1966 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 357 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of Commerce 
The Administrator, National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration 
The Chairman, Council of Economic Advisers 
The Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
The Special Assistant to the President for 

Science and Technology 

The Technological Gap 

I have been impressed with the increasing concern in Western Europe 
over possible dispariti~s in advanced technology between the United States 
and Europe. While many Europeans are convinced that this "techno­
logical gap" exists,, there is substantially less agreement on its nature 
and extent, its causes and possible remedies. 

As I indicated in my October 7 speech,, we must determine how best to 
develop science and technology as a common resource. I have, there­
fore, asked the Special Assistant to the President for Science and 
Technology to chair an interdepartmental committee which will examine 
all aspects of this problem and explore possible courses of action. The 
corn.mittee should also examine ways in which the United States might 
engage interested West European governments in a joint study of what 
should be done. I would like to receive a preliminary report by 
January 30,, 1967. 

This is to request that each of you na1ne a representative to serve on this 
committee. 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority _.!,.;;N....:;L:.=J:......~::::..D~- g!::---~­
By M..# ' NARS, Date q-J.o-IB GOHPIDE~TTL'\L 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

€-ONFIDENTIAL Friday, November 18, 1966 at 9 P.M. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: U.S. -Europe Technological Gap 

As you know, a recent favorite topic of West European business~en, 
politicians, and newspaper people is something they call a "technological 
gap" between the U.S. and Europe. There is little agreement on what it 
is or what should be done about it. But there is no doubt we will be 
confronted with a variety of proposals to help them overcome it. 

To prepare ourselves, it would be useful to have a Presidential 
instruction setting up an interdepartmental committee, under Don Hornig, 
to study what the problem is all about and what we might do. I would 
plan to keep a working brief myself. 

At Tab A is a draft NSAM, for your approval and signature. It has 
been cleared by Hornig, and Gene Rostow and Leddy at State. It should 
pose no problems for anyone. 

It would not be appropriate to release this NSAM. However, at 
Tab B is a brief statement that Bill or George could release to the press. 
This would be a useful signal in Europe of Presidential concern with 
a problem they regard important. 

OK to is sue Confidential NSAM 

· ~~ 
Francis · 1-X. Bator 

OK for Moyers to issue statement at Tab B ----

Speak to me ----

::'CLA SIFIED 
·~ .r. I ; l - -, l ~ ~ , - , 

N C rf. __ ··1• - • L ,~ ·, ·. : · ·;~ Guideli 
By_.fl,~__, r ri- , • · , .• J..tt:: -~ ~ _:_~:J.-;J 1 
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Th e..re 1'BB. bceer.r irx:reasing eoocen\ ia Westezr.\ ·tsurnpe ovet-· 

f<>1!bsble d1spatitles fr\ ad.~ed tecb:nt>l()f)y betweet.t tne vrut~~s~ 

~oo 61.lrope, TueP~sidel'\t-ha.~ today ltasttttcted. bls S~ia.l A,1!.-.iiJbnt 

"'-r.'5c1e4ce&01d~ec'ttn•cgy, Orjll COna.ld Hoc~, to chair-an inter.. 

d~rfntent&J cot\T.bittee -to sh.iaf an asp~ of tkr$ y.n:>blel?l7and 

dekrrtf1r\e h<>w tbiti \)nited ~ates migi.Jt-n,:r>ond. to frn·Uative~ by our . 

r;:t.tv-t?pea" fr\ ends deslgned!o aver.-come it" The com.m.~f! will 1&:\re. 

represerrtat1ves from the.~parl:meiats of' state, Delev.15e atld ~ttb'ne'.re~, 

AlA~A., tlite C:oonc:{l cf£ccmom:le J.q.dv\se·V> ant fh..e Atonnc Fi1:e1C$f 

http:ttb'ne'.re
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