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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

- S E CRET" 

January 13, 1967 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 358 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

The Vice President 
The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of Commerce 
The Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
The Administrator, National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Director, Bureau of the Budget 
The Director; Office of Emergency Planning 

Assignment of Highest National Priority to the Mk 84, 
Mod 1 2000 lb Bomb and to Project PRACTICE NINE 

In response to the recommendation of the Secretary of Defense in a 
memorandum of January 6 ~ 1967, and to the recommendation of the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense in a memorandum of January 7, 1967, 
the President, under authority granted by the Defense Production 
Ac t of 1950, today established the following programs as being in 
the highest national priority category: 

1vfk 84, Mod 1, 2000 lb Low Drag Bomb 

. Project PRACTICE NINE 

T h e President also approved the removal of the Mk 81 bomb from 
the highest national priority category . 

W. W . Rostow 

- SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority N s c. 7 9 FIJO O !:> 'f.. 
~ bfj . NARA,. nueJ.2;i".f J 

le­---



THE W HITE HOUSE 

WA S HIN GT ON 

SECftET ' 

January 13, 1967 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 358 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

The Vice President 
The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of Commerce 
The Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
The Administrator, National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Director, Bureau of the Budget 
The Director·, Office of Emergency Planning 

Assignment of Highest National Priority to the Mk 84, 
Mod 1 2000 lb Bomb and to Project PRACTICE NINE 

In response to the recommendation of the Secretary of Defense in a 
memorandum of January 6, 1967, and to the recommendation of the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense in a memorandum of January 7, 1967, 
the President, under authority granted by the Defense Production 
Act of 1950, today established the following programs as being in 
the highest national priority category: 

Mk 84, Mod 1, 2000 lb Low Drag Bomb 

Project PRACTICE NINE 

The President also approved the removal of the Mk 81 bomb from 
the highest national priority category. 

W. W. Rostow 

DECLASSIFIED 

SECRE~ ~ 
Authority JV .5 C 71 FIJOl'J S-;f 
Bf~ .. "JAB.A,. D.ate !.J : f~/7 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SECRET 

January 13, 1967 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 358 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

The Vice President 
The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of Commerce 
The Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
The Administrator, National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Director, Bureau of the Budget 
The Director, Office of Emergency Planning 

Assignment of Highest National Priority to the Mk 84, 
Mod 1 2000 lb Bomb and to Project PRACTICE NINE 

In response to the recommendation of the Secretary of Defense in a 
memorandum of January 6, 1967, and to the recommendation of the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense in a memorandum of January 7, 1967, 
the President, under authority granted by the Defense Production 
Act of 1950, today established the following programs as being in 
the highest national priority category: 

Mk 84, Mod 1, 2000 lb Low Drag Bomb 

Project PRACTICE NINE 

The President also approved the removal of the Mk 81 bomb from 
the highest national priority category. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority N L 1 'FtJro) 

W. W. Rostow 

By 4~ . NARA, Date l~- 1-f7 

-SECRET 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHIN GTON 

-SECRET 

November 13, 1968 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

In response to your memorandum, dated October 31, 1968, 
concerning the DX priority for PRACTICE NINE, I call 
your attention to the fact that NSAM 358 gave Presidential 
approval for this program without specific reference to 
level of funding. Moreover, there were no references to 
the anticipated level of funding for FY-1969 in your original 
request. 

Under our present procedures, Presidential approval for 
· the DX priority for PRACTICE NINE will remain in force 
for whatever level of funding the Department of Defense 
may determine until the program is removed from the 
highest national defense category at the request of the 
Department of Defense. 

W. W. Rostow 

SECRET 

3 ---



DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

In reapoue to your memorandum., dated October. 31. 1968,. 
eoncetl'li.ng the OX priority for PRACTICE NINE, I call 
your attention to the fact that NSAM 3.58 gave Presideutial 
approval for ihla program without op·ecifte reference to 
level ot Auv1b.i.g. ),to-re.over. the1:o won no ret.reacea to 
the an.U.eipated lfitvel of funding for .FY•1969 la you&- odgbial 
.,.eque-:1t. 

Undo.- ou present procct4ul!'es. PretJidential approval I.or 
the DX priority lor PRACTICE NINE Will remain 11\ for.ee 
lo~ whatever level ol fun41ng the Department of Defense 
may d•t•nnlne· until the program i• rexnove4 f~om the 
hlghe•t national defeus.e category a.t the request ol tbe 
Deputmel\t ~ I>efen••· 

SM Keeny:jb: ll-12-68 / 6 :15pm 
bee: SMK file and ch ron 

;?WWR (~ t, 
CEJ 
SMK com eback copy 

{ i •ne!I ) W. r Rost 

w. w. aoatow 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

-SECRET 
November 12, 1968 

NOTE FOR MR. ROSTOW 

Walt--

I believe that the attached memorandum from Paul Nitze is not re­
quired under existing procedures and could set the precedent for fur­
ther increases in unnecessary Presidential paperwork. 

NSAM 358 (copy attached) gave Presidential approval for a DX priority 
rating for PRACTICE NINE (the Vietnam barrier project). Presidential 
approval of DX ratings has not involved the level of funding of pro­
grams. Moreover, the original DOD request (copy attached) in the 
case of PRACTICE NINE referred to FY-1967 and FY-1968 funding 
and did not indicate FY-1969 funding which is the subject of the 
attached request. 

Therefore, I recommend that you sign the attached memorandum to 
Paul Nitze without submitting the matter to the President. The BOB 
concurs in this method of handling the problem. 

Atts. 

/ 

Sp~y 

J ............ . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SECRET 

January 13, 1967 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 358 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

The Vice President 
The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of Commerce 
The Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
The Administrator, National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Director, Bureau of the Budget 
The Director, Office of Emergency Planning 

Assignment of Highest National Priority to the lv1k 84, 
Mod I 2000 lb Bomb and to Project PRACTICE NINE 

In response to the recommendation of the Secretary of Defense in a 
memorandum of January 6, 1967, and to the recommendation of the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense in a memorandum of January 7, 1967, 
the President, under authority granted by the Defense Production 
Act of 1950, today established the following programs as being in 
the highest national priority category: 

Mk 84, Mod 1, 2000 lb Low Drag Bomb 

Project PRACTICE :N1NE 

The President also approved the removal of the ~ 81 bomb from 
the highest national priority category. 

DECLASSIFIED W. W. Rostow 
Authority /J S r.. '1 'f F 0 {) ~1 

By kf# , NARA, Date ..&- 7- ! I} 

SECRET 



THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 

January 7 '. 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I recommend that you approve Project PRACTICE NINE as a . 
program of highest national priority, thereby making it eligible for 
use of the automatic DX industri al priority rating. 

This program involves an infiltration inte r diction system to be de­
signed and developed for potential deployment to and operation in 
Southeast Asia to substantially reduce the flow of men and supplies 
from North to South Vietnam .. It will require experimentation and 
development, production and test of sensors, data systems, aircraft 
modifications and a command and control complex. In-theater air 
operations and logistic support will require certain additional 
Southeast Asia construction effort. 

The funding ceilings to be established are approximately as follo\:v·s: 

(Millions) 
FY 1967 FY 1968 

PRACTICE NINE $129. 1 $ 81. 3 

DECDASSIF.IED 
Authority E.O. 1 ~ . 6::)2 SEC. 5 (A) and UJJ 

. -~-T--~~~D- .-J {it.-/;) - gt?_ 
By , ~ , NAr . .:), at..e 

( ... D~,".~~:~~;~~-; .·,.;· - ~ "··~~;·~-~~.;~<~~;~:;~;·;~---~ ~ .. :·; *' 

i. -V.2C L 5 ·;.;~: ;c;D:~i:.:,~;~;~ _1;~ \: ;;:;. :::s :~i ---~s~;~s~_ ,+ff-\_ t-E~Tr--== s ~ c :, ef' c ~ n ~ Xr. :!·- - ~ . ~ · '-~ ;-, ~ 
("' -.. - .,,--.·· ···-·- -.-···-- ··-- .. ·--'-· ...... - ··- -

&, 7 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SECRET 

January 13, 1967 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 358 

TO: 

SUBJECT: 

The Vice President 
The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of Commerce 
The Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
The Administrator, National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration 
The Director of Central Intelligence 
The Director, I}ureau of the Budget 
The Director, Office of Emergency Planning 

Assignment of Highest National Priority to the Mk 84, 
Mod 1 2000 lb Bomb and to Project PRACTICE NINE 

In response to the recommendation of the Secretary of Defense in a 
memorandum of January 6, 1967, and to the recommendation of the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense in a memorandum of January 7, 1967, 
the Presidentj under authority granted by the Defense Production 
Act of 1950, today established the following programs as being in 
the highest national priority category: 

Mk 84, Mod 1, 2000 lb Low Drag Bomb 

Project PRACTICE NINE 

The President also approved the removal of the Mk 81 bomb from 
the highest national priority category. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authoriry _N_.S_c_ 7 __ {F_{)_:t:J .... t>_ S"' .... [ W. W. Rostow 

By k]2 , NAP.A, Date Id... - i.~ 

lt<i ;..._j...: ~ 
µ~:A -&.EC Ill!! 'f 

~- ~. /~ - /F 



SECRET 
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 

J a nua ry 7, 19 6 7 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

I recommend that you approve Project PRACTICE NINE as a 
program of highest national priority, thereby making it eligible for 
use of the automatic DX industrial priority rating. 

This program involves an infiltration interdiction system to be de­
signed and developed for potential deployment to and operation in 
Southeast Asia to substantially ·reduce the flow of men and supplies 
from North to South Vietnam. It will require experimentation and 
development, production and test of sensors, data systems, aircraft 
modifications and a command and control complex. In-theater air 
operations and logistic support will require certain additional 
Southeast Asia construction effort. 

The funding ceilings to be established are approximately as follows: 

(Millions) 
FY 1967 FY 1968 

PRACTICE NINE $129. 1 $ 81. 3 

DECLA SIFIED 
Authori ty E.Cl. llfi S2 SEC. 5(A)" and '{D)~ 

A~ ... • " . , c~ D te .;;> ..- I). - g D 
By ___,£~~· - \}-· _. _, : , : .... t , . , a -- -- - -

C ~ ~uw~ 1 Deputy 

T 

i---.a..:~-t-Tt'".,.._t--_ Se c Def Cont Nr . X---------~ 
~ 

~""~- :·. ·;- - · -f •. • ,,,._.._ ._ .• • • • '•l ~ ... ·.r···· ~....... .J:.."'} .., . .... . ~-KM"!' ·~ 
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 

:MEM::lRANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

6 JAN 1967 

I recommend that you approve the MK 84, Mod 1, 2000 Lb. Low 
Drag Bomb as a program of highest national priority which would 
make it eligible for use of the automatic DX industrial priority 
rating. 

The MK 84 Bomb is required for operational use in Southeast Asia 
against such hard targets as underground IDL tanks, reinforced 
concrete structures, large steel truss bridges, tunnels, and other 
underground fortifications. 

Assignment of the DX priority to · this program will have little 
impact on the production schedules of other programs in view of 
its relatively limited dollar value of $31.1 million through 
FY 1968. 

The Department of Defense will remove the MK 81 Bomb as a highest 
national priority program to accommodate the addition of the MK 84 
Bomb to this category. 

DECLASSIFIE1J 
Authority E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(Al and -CD) .. 

. ~ ~ -1~-go 
By & :.-.0 , N ARS, Date 

Sec Def Cont Nr. 

[Front]
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

January 12, 1966 

Note for Miss Lois Nivens 

Lois --

I've been asked to notify Stan Matelski at the 
Pentagon (11-73100) as soon as we've signed 
off on this request. He said he wanted to 
come over and pick it up. Do you want me 
to do this, or do you want the people who 
do the actual dispatching do it? 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

-SECRET January 12, 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. W. W. ROSTOW 

Walt --

In Spurgeon1 s absence I have handled these requests for assigning a DX 
priority to two Department of Defense procurement programs. I believe 
the memorandum for the President is self-explanatory. 

Some time ago I used to handle some of these DX priority requests and 
on the basis of my previous familiarity with this subject I wonder why 

5 

the Secretary of Defense i's requesting Presidential intercession for 
programs that essentially are not competing with anything but other DOD 
procurement. It would seem to rrie that he has the remedy in his own power 
and does not need Presidential action unless he feels the prestige factor 
is important. I will mention this to Keeny when he returns and suggest 
that these priority requests be discouraged unless they are in fact needed 
to give them competitive advantage over non-defense procurement or 
other civilian production items. 

~{ 
Charles E.a ohnson 

\ 



M-llB/67-S/lc. l 

For the Record 
DECLAS~IFm -

Januft.r:r 11, 1961 

11. D. Linder 

DX prior1t7 tor the Mk 84 Mod 1 and ProJect PRAc.rICB tmi.S 

Mk ~ Mod 1, 2000 lb IDw Dry BaDb 

On April 26, 1966, the Mk 81 bomb vu assigne4 the highest m.t1~ priority 
ao that production ached.ules could be met to aat1at)t' •nnnn1t1oa ~rementa 
tor SCUth Vietnam. Thia bomb baa proved to be inadequate against UDd.er• 
poun4 targeta and reilltorced atl"QCturea. \'be Mk Sit. Hod l baa Men apprave4 
by tbe Secretal'J" ot I>etense tor p~t and ViU be used against these 
har4 targeta. The Mk 84 ia cona14ere4 to be an 1nter1JI aolution wtil a 
larger, 3000 lb bollb is readT tor :pro<luotion a.bout a l•l/2 Je&re hcce. 
The Mk at. can be used b7 botb the Air Force and. the Jla'Q'. 

!'he reqµest for DX priority rating. tor the Mk 8JI. 1• a pecautionaq measure 
to obviate ~ procurement 41tt1cult1es that my aria-e over the queetioa ot 
priorities. Bo epecific problana are now foreseen, but items ot particular 
concern are tool.11'81 caa1Dga1 f'1na, and tuses. 

'1'he final budget figures approv-ed by the Secret&l7 tor the Mk 84 a.re as 
tollowa: 

Air Force 
BaVJ" 

($ in millions) 
n 19§7 Supp.. . n 19@ 

Quantity ~][ Quantity ,» 
4275 7.5 6525 10.0 
4275 1.5 6525 1.0.0 

With the addition ot the Mk 84. to the DX pr1orit7 liat, Defense bu 
recw:••lell4ed that the Mk 81 be removed. traa thla category. 

Practice Bine 

Pra.ct1ce B1ne, ·otherviae known a.a DCPQ or JD l'f28, 1a a apecial program 
to develop an 1nt1ltrat1on interdiction a79tem tor 80\lth Vietnam involving 
both land and air inte:rdiction techniques. The Secretary ot De.tense be.de 
aet up a aepal'ate organization to develop the &S1'Stea an4 established date• 
tor po•aible 4eplo)ment as earJ.7 as Bovember 1961· Un4er the circumstances, 

t. 

this program would ap_pear to qual11';y tor DX priori t7 • Wbile probab]¥ 
}'recautiolla17 in nature 1 the DX priori t7 lllight be required. 1n connection 
with acoustic sensors and var.tows equipmmts aaeociated. with data systems, 
aircraft S>dit:lcat1ons, ccmnam and control. , 

It sb:Nlcl be noted that the dollar numbers re:tlected in the Detense request 
do not reflect all procurement actions asaociated. with Practice Bille, 
apec1t1call1" air Jmmit1oD.S ~ch we understand my be tb8 subJect o-t a 
separate aubGequeDt request. In add1t1on~ the dollar numbers are, 1n tact~ 
quite approximate since the Pl'OSl'Ul baa not real.17 settled down to tbe point 
Where .. ~t _•~ is possible. 
cc : ~:r,'l ~s J ohnson ,,,,__ ----li.......c:T.""11111!1 

(.. C - --L.!. 
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