








THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 2, 1967

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 365

TO: The Vice President

The Secretary of State

The Secretary of Defense

The Secretary of Commerce

Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission

Admiinistrator, National Aeronautics and
Space Agency

Director, Central Intelligence Agency

Director, Bureau of the Budget

Director, Office of Emergency Planning

SUBJECT: Nuclear Propulsion Plant for CVAN 68

In re sponse to the recommendation by the Deputy Secretary of
Defense, the President, under authority granted by the Defense
Production Act of 1950, today established the Nuclear Propulsion
Plant for CVAN 68 as being in the highest national priority
category.
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Cuetober 2, 1967
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CVAN 68 as a program of highest national prlozity so that it can
bo assigned a DX industrisl priovity rating. This reguoest has
boen cleared with the Burean of the Budget.

I you approve, the agencies that have programa on the highest

national priovity list or are otherwies concerned will be informed
of the action by the attached NSAM.

¥. W. Bostow
Attachmonts:

Tab A ~ Nitze memo 9/14
Tab B « NSAM

Approved

| 557

SMKeeny:jb: 9«29 /10=2«67
bee: SMK file and chron

SWWR (2)
CEJ
SMK comeback copy SEonET



1o

October 2, 1967

In the attached memorandim, Paul Nitze requests that you
approve the Nuclear Propulsion Flant for the aircraft carszier
CVAN 68 as a program of highest national priority so that it can
be assigned & DX industrial priority rating. Thia requost has
baen cleared with the Burecau of the Bulget.

I you approve, the agencies that have programs on the highest

national priority list or are otherwise concerned will be informed
of the action by the attached NSAM.

W. W. Rostow

Tab A «~ Nitze memao 9/14
Tab B - NSAM

Approved

Disapproved
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After signature and date, please return this copy to Mr. Keen}/

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO.

Dirpctor, Central Intelligence Agency
Director, Bureau of the Budget
Divector, Cfficse of Emergency Pliaoning

SUBJECT: Nucisar Propulaion Plaat for CVAN 63
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Plant for CVAN 68 as belng in the highest nstions! priority

category.
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September 29, 1967

NOTE FOR MR. ROSTOW
Walt--

The attached request for a DX priority for
the ""Nuclear Propulsion Plant for CVAN 68"
is a routine matter that does not raise any
problems.

The BOB has cleared it via the attached memo
to me.

I have prepared for your signature the attached
memorandum for the President and an im-~
plementing NSAM in keeping with the stand-
ing procedure for handling these requests.

Atts. :

1. Request fm Nitze 9/14
2. BOB approval 9/28

3. Memo for Pres 9/29
4, NSAM
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON
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1 4 SEP 1967 —

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

I recommend that you approve the Nuclear Propulsion Plant
for CVAN 68 as a program of highest national priority which would
make it eligible for use of the automatic DX industrial priority
rating.

The FY 1967 shipbuilding program includes a nuclear powered
aircraft carrier, CVAN 68, which is scheduled for completion in
FY 1972. The nuclear propulsion plant is the pacing item and
requires a DX priority rating in order to meet the delivery sched-
ule for the carrier. This power plant, unlike the eight rqactor
plant on the USS Enterprise, is a two reactor system with a thir-
teen year core life.

Assignment of the DX priority to this program is expected to
have little impact on the production schedules of other programs in
view of its relatively limited dollar value of $95 million through

FY 1972.
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
BUREAU OF THE BUDGET

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

September 28, 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Spurgeon Keeny
White House

Subject: DX Priority for Nuclear Propulsion Plant for CVAN 68

We have discussed with Defense staff the September 14 memoran-
dum for the President in which the Defense Department asks
that he approve the nuclear propulsion plant for CVAN 68 to
make it eligible for use of the automatic DX industrial prior-
ity rating.

In addition to the reasons given in the memorandum, we find
the Defense request to be a modest one; they are not asking
for this rating on the whole ship nor on the follow ships.

The major industry adversely affected would include agencies,
public or private, which have on order central station nuclear
power plants, and we feel that while this may be serious it
will not be critical.

Accordingly, we would recommend approval of the Defense
Department request.
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