


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 2, 1967 · 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 365 

TO: The Vice President 
The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of .Defense 
The Secretary of Commerce 
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
Adm.inistrator, National Aeronautics and 

Space Agency 
Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
Director, Bureau of the Budget 
Director, Office of Emergency Planning 

SUBJECT: Nuclear Propulsion Plant for CVAN 68 

In response to the recommendation by the Deputy Secretary of 
Defense, the President, under authority granted by the Defense 
Production Act of 1950, today established the Nuclear Propulsion 
Plant for (;VAN' 68 as being in the highest national priority 
6~tegory. . 

SECRET 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority N S.t.- 1qf oeos-f 

By k1J , NARA, Date I J. -7 -i 7 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SBCK!:T 
October 2, 1967 

· NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 365 

TO: The Vice President 
The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of Commerce 
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
Administrator, Nation~l Aeronautics and 

Space Agency 
Director, Central Intelligence . Agency 
Director, Bureau of the Budget 
Director, Office of Emergency Planning 

SUBJECT: Nuclear Propulsion Plant for CYAN 68 

In response to the recommendation by the Deputy Secretary of 
Defense, the President, under authority granted by the Defense 
Production Act ·of 1950, today established the Nuclear ?repulsion 
Plant for CYAN 68 as being in the highest national 'priorit~ 
category. 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority IV c 77 F OtJO s-r 
By , NARA, -- J?ate /eJ. -7:,f 7 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 2., 1967 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 365 . 

TO: The Vice President 
The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of Commerce 
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
Adrrtinistrator, National Aeronautics and 

Space Agency 
Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
Director, Bureau of the Budget 
Director, Office of Emergency Planning 

SUBJECT: Nuclear Propulsion Plant for CVAN 68 

,-In-response to the recommendation by the Deputy: Secretary of 
Defense, the President, under authority granted by the Defense 
Production Act of 1950, today established the Nuclear Propulsion 
Plant for CVAN 68 as being in the highest national priority 
category. 

DECLASSIFIED 

A11thority·; JJ .S c.. 7q J=f)iJlJ J J _ 
By L<7J , NARA, Date Id- -7 -J 7 

SECREI 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 2, 1967 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 365 

TO: The Vice President 
The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of Commerce 
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
Administrator 1 National Aeronautics and 

Space Agency 
Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
Director, Bureau of the Budget 
Director, Office of Emergency Planning 

SUBJECT: Nuclear Propulsion Plant for CYAN 68 

In response to the recommendation by the Deputy Secretary of 
Defense, the President, under authority granted ·by the Defense 
Production Act of 1950, today established the Nuclear Pr?pulsion 
Plant for GVAN 68 as being in the highest national priority 

. category~ 

lJW~ 
W. W. Rostow 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority AIS C. 1f,1={¥Jt>J~/ 

By 4*6 ' NARA, Date /c:l-z :.;; 7 

S:SCRE'f 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 2, 1967 

NATIONAL SECURITY ACTION MEMORANDUM NO. 365 

TO: The Vice President 
The Secretary of State 
The Secretary of Defense 
The Secretary of Commerce 
Chairman, Atomic Energy Commission 
Administrator, National Aeronautics and 

Space Agency 
Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
Director, Bureau of the Budget 
Director, Office of Emergency Planning 

SUBJECT: Nuclear Propulsion Plant for CVAN 68 

In response to the recommendation by the Deputy Secretary of 
Defense, the President, under authority granted by the Defense 
Production Act of 1950, today established the Nuclear Propulsion 
Plant for CVAN 68 as being in the highest national priority 
category. 

WW f2;z;:;_ 
W. W. Rostow 

DECLASSIFIED 

Authority !US C.. ZCZF l»O _s-7 
By ht; , NARA, Date Id. - z-Y/ 

SECRET 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 2, 1967 

Mr. President: 

In the attached memorandum, Paul Nitze requests that you 
approve the Nuclear Propulsion Plant for the aircraft carrier 
CVAN 68 as a program of highest national priority so that it can 
be assigned a DX industrial priority rating. This request has 
been cleared with the Bureau of the Budget. 

If you approve, the agencies that have programs on the highest 
national priority list or are oth.erwise concerned will be informed 
of the action by the attached NSAM. 

Attachments: 
Tab A -- Nitze memo 9 /14 
Tab B - NSAM 

Disapproved 
~~~~~~~--~ 



TAB 

"A'' 



THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

1 4 SEP 1967 

I recommend that you approve the Nuclear Propulsion Plant 
for CVAN 68 as a program of highest national priority which would 
make it eligible for use of the automatic DX industrial priority 
rating. 

The FY 1967 shipbuilding program includes a nuclear powered 
aircraft carrier, CVAN 68, which is scheduled for completion in 
FY 1972. The nuclear propulsion plant is the pacing item and 
requires a DX priority rating in order to meet the delivery sched­
ule for the carrier. This power plant, unlike the eight reactor 
plant on the USS Enterprise, is a two reactor system with a thir­
teen year core life. 

Assigrunent of the DX priority to this program is expected to 
have little impact on the production schedules of other programs in 
view of its relatively limited dollar value of $95 million through 
FY 1972. 

DECTIASSIF.IED 
:Authority R O. J. H~-~2 SEC. 5(A) and '{D)1 

B ~ --~:~-.;~· 1,.,f . ~-J ,J - KO 
Y-~ -o· . . , . · ·- ··· » ,, _.,e ______ _ _ 

561 0_ 
- ··-·---- ~ ·-~ ·····- ·- .. ····--····-···-·----·-·-------

L>_. i'.'. :: ·: :.:: ' : :"'.', :·:. ii' :N'L·~RVALS: 

l ) ; 'J . j ;~ () 0 . l 0 
LB :.:~ .• ·<: - :· _, · ~ ;.:: l .Z YEARS . 

.SECRET-
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TAB 

"B" 





~ 'It.- .,...._~_.t..S...a-•~ 
~-- .....-... ~ 
Jn _·tl\e attacheU memo~. Paul, Nltme .naqueete-that-yea 
~ tim'Nuclear· ~icu P1aae tor the·~~ 
CYAN 6&,as a prO-JZIJm of~-~ pttlm-ity ao -~ it ·m 
be·aaalgDc.4 a DX tna.tatdal pdodty -•ath&S-·· Thi•-r~a l8a 
~ Q~ with thee Burealloldm ~ 

Uym.~, tbe·GgClldes thM ha.'¥4 ~· ,onU.- -~ 
·nattcmal priority .ttat .QI' .are ;~ ~ned.W:. be w~ 
of tho adioa by the -attached NSA.M. 

·~ Tab~\•~~- 9/14 
~ B • t.fSA.beS 

~Jb:9-29/10-Z-61 
bee-~ SMK file. and chron 

,,.>WtVR (2) 
CKT 
SMK comeback. copy 

Y:J. w. Roctow 

. ... -. - ~ ~ -
t ~) 1 

/ 
Autho ·ty 

By , NL~!:... f'ate - -.--. .... 

I c­

----



1n ·thtt attached memoa.ndum. PaUl Nitae ~-equesta .&:bat you 
approve .tJio Nuclea'lt Pr.opd.elon Plant tor the aizcn.ft carrf.esr 
CV.AN 68 aa a ~of. -blgheat natJ.oaal pdO.dty eo··tlJot it can 
he e.aillgned· a JT'.A ~. pdorlty ftt1ng. Thia. reqmtat 'bu 
baen -cl~ed with the: ~-u o! the .Bur.lg-. 

U yOQ.approve. ·tJi:c agenc.l~• that haw progrmns -on the· hi~ 
natkmal priority llot or aro «h~ conee~ wilt be Wormed 
of the action by the attached NSAM. 

Att.achanentai 
Tab A • Nlbe memo-9 /14 
Tab B-• NSAll. 

Ap~-- ----------------

SMKeeny:jb:9--29 /l0·2-6i 
bee: SMK tll.e· and chron 

?WWR(2) 
CEJ 
SMK comeback copy 

. -..,-. ·; ~ . - r ,....- . .­
-·" -"'· - . 

·~H~ 1CWOOO!>'f ·0o°- " .iv{m - ~ I ~ 

By D<At! . I J ! ' ~ .. !1-:J.:fl...::;;fJ. tJ 



After sign a ture a nd dat e , please r e turn thi s copy t o M r . Keen/ 

SMKeeny;Jbt' m:29 ·6 7 
bc.c: SMK file arid :ehron 

'VWR (2) 
CEJ SBea£111 
~ coineback copy 

/ ' 
ori NSC ?'ffocv.::rr;: D~ D .1r:{!AV 

. ~ ~.ffd 



~CRET-

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

September 29, 1967 

NOTE FOR MR. ROSTOW 

Walt--

The attached request for a DX priority for 
the "Nuclear Propulsion Plant for CVAN 68" 
is a routine matter that does not raise any 
problems. 

The BOB has cleared it via the attached memo 
to me. 

I have prepared for your signature the attached 
memorandum for the President and an .im­
plementing NSAM in keeping with the stand-
ing procedure for handling these requests. 

~ /} A--t' d~if""""' 
Spu/ge~Keeny 

Atts. : 
1. Request fm Nitze 9 /14 
2. BOB approval 9/28 
3. Memo for Pres 9 I 29 
4. NSAM 

r-· -

..a.EGRET "" 



.SECR[T 
THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

1 4 SEP 1967 

I recommend that you approve the Nuclear Propulsion Plant 
for CVAN 68 as a program of highest national priority which would 
make it eligible for use of the automatic DX industrial priority 
rating. 

The FY 1967 shipbuilding program includes a nuclear powered 
aircraft carrier, CVAN 68, which is scheduled for completion in 
FY 1972. The nuclear propulsion plant is the pacing item and 
requires a DX priority rating in order to meet the delivery sched­
ule for the carriero This power plant, unlike the eight refctor 
plant on the USS Enterprise, is a two reactor system with a thir­
teen year core life. 

Assignment of the DX priority to this program is expected to 
have little impact on the production schedules of other programs in 
view of its relatively limited dollar value of $95 million through 
FY 1972. 

DECLASSIFIED 
. nd "(D)~ 

rr:-9 CEC .. (A) a . A thority E. .v• • ' 
0 

:J yD 
~ N ARS, D te ;l - ) d- .... g,.:;;.. 

By ~-U;:;.£..~-_.,.., 

56 -1 1 

! --·- -- -- --~-· · ···-· . - ... ---····-····----····-----
i '-' : · · .. ·, : ": i~ 7N'l'fRVALS :· I i: i_··-·- ... : .. · : ·,,I . · - f~ 12 YEARS. 
L_ . [~ . _:; ;- . :·'.'.~ 2' .': J0 .1 0 

··- · ... -~~-·- - · ---- ·----...... . ~ .. -< C· -

,Soc De:: C --~t l'ir t> X-_"~-~ ---· ------.:..-·-- - --



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

MfilMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Spurgeon Keeny 
White House 

September 28 , 1967 

Subject: DX Priority for Nuclear Propulsion Plant for CVAN 68 

We have discussed with Defense staff the September 14 memoran­
dum for the President in which the Defense Department asks 
that he approve the nuclear propulsion plant f or CVAN 68 to 
make it eligible for use of the automatic DX industrial prior­
ity rating . 

In addition to the reasons given in the memorandum, we find 
the Defense request to be a modest one; they are not asking 
f or this rating on the whole ship nor on the follow ships . 
The major industry adversely affected would include agencies, 
public or private, which have on order central station nuclear 
power plants, and we feel that while this may be serious it 
will not be critical . 

Accordingly, we would recommend approval of the Def ense 
Department request. 

~- ft',~~ 
Ellis H. Veatch 

OutD 5~00 . Ju [se£.ff tf~. · N~C 7fFooo.s<t 

.DUi ._te 'l-1 q o 
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