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INFORMATION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Wed., Feb. 14, 1968 
aEGRE'P" 12 :40 p. m. 

UECLASSiflED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4MR. PRESIDENT: 
NLJ '10 - !'/-3 

8v ~ . NARA. Date ll-3tJ - 7 0 Nitze reports : 

1. Seventh Fleet Commander optimistic 
on rescue, if beeper continues to beep -- even 
though it's a night job. 

2. The protective fighter CAP of 
six aircraft will be held 25 miles off shore unless 
the chopper is attacked. of< 

3. The rescue chopper -- and the whole 
rescue party -- are under strict instruction 
to initiate no hostile action. 



MEMORANDUM INFORMATION 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

/ SECRET -.. 
I Wednesday, February 14, 1968 -- 5:30 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

The orders have been communicated successfully to the Seventh 

Fleet; and are fully understood. 

No word yet on the position of the pilot. 

UECLAS IFIE 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NL) C;t> -/ '/3 • 

8y k-:fi NARA. Date 1/ -30 - '}0 

SECRE'f' -



., t . t~ MEMORANDUM 

INFORMATION
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Wednesday., February 14, 1968 
12 :00 noon 

,,) lJ 
fr i, ·:, (., ..,(.' 
{••V'MR. PRESIDENT: 

SUBJECT: Hainan Territorial Waters Rescue Operation 

1.. Facts 

The Seventh Fleet would like to launch its rescue chopper from the 
Kearsage at 0400 its time (3-3/4 hours from now). It would take 45 minutes 
to get to the scene. They hope to complete the operation before dawn 
(0615 their time). Despite night operations., the Coral Sea would mount 
a p r otective fight er CAP agains t MIG ' s. Nitze is awaiting a inal assessment 
from the Commander of the 7th Fleet before coming to the Cabinet meeting 
to answer this question: What are the chances of success ? 

2. Secto Rusk. He does not believe the operation should be undertaken: 

-- the risks to the helicopter crew are too great; 
-- the man is in territorial waters: we would not attempt rescue if he 

were on Hainan or the China mainland. 

3. Sect. McNamara. The rescue attempt should not be made. 

4. Gen. Wheeler. The risks of an air engagement are high against a 
sizable force. Nevertheless, his gut feeling is the rescue should be attempted; 
although much depends on whether the 7th Fleet Commander believes the chances 
of successful rescue are good, in the light of weather and other factors de­
termining whether the man can be found. 

5. Mr. Clifford. Rescue the man. It is a mission of mercy. He feels 
Hainan is in a somewhat different status -- in fact, if not in law -- than the 
Chinese mainland. 

w .~ ostow 

IJ ECLASSIFIBD 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
NL) o/O-/Y3 

~v &dj NARA. Date //- .Jo- :Jc;; 



INFORMATION 
THE WHITE .HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Thurs., Feb. 15, 1968 
11 :55 a. m. 

MR•. PRESIDENT: 

No beeper heard from the downed flier off Hainan. 
Makes the decision of yesterday easier. 

/l!~ostow 

UECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, Sec. 3.4 
,NLJ f t>- /f3 -

Bv~ NARA. Daw (/-3tJ - 'JO 

,. 



MZMOR.43ID1JM FOR T'Ge RBCORO 

Subj: Alli SAR ·Ertorts 

1. At l4lll3R the mm~ contacted the CI!~CPi.CFLT D.o. ana quel'ied bbrl 
· i·eg&rdinc lat~st info on the AlH SAR effort. Th~ -Dl.'\ty Ofi'icer stated 

tl1et KEAPSARQE helos ·would bo evailnbl() for tlie SA.~ effort ~t 1504-00K. 
,, . 

2. At l4ll20R CAf...? MCCPJJISY,. CWCPAC."FLT OPS ofi'icer celled tbe IID.00 
to l•eport that KZAR9ARGE had been n~ed. 0n-Sc~1:~ Co'!t!T1aud.er and was · · . 
p:.'oc~e·dins to a :posit,ion et 18..00H lll-OOE to arri,;e the-re at 150530R. 
COR/\L SEA "is p1•oceecling to a position app:J:oxir.ietely 30 l"J,i sou.th of . 
1-:E/~ARGE end to be in that ~osition by l50400R in order to provide 
JUG Cel}., RESCAP and tf~kel• services. 

3. At t'be dit•ect1on 01' CJ:i.n KIHG, tho HDDC po.czcd. the i"ollo\Tillg two 
qlio stions for .Cl:l~I' HCCAUL:.-'Y to pass to CO],fGZVF.!~L'tIFI!I' arid reiquest hn 
ii;tr.~ed:la.te l\OJ.')ly: 

a, l?he.t is VI.Dl,\ l)!r.1..1,qrn ts pci'sonal assessment of the chances of 
· S\tccass of tho SAR ef'f'ort i · · 

. '1., 
. b. If \re do 11ot succ~ed in d~~~ess., does co;,$EVFJIT•HFr.J? plan to 

continuo orie1·atiorts in daylight? tS .. 
.. ►• . 4. In relation t.o para 3 above·, ·c1~r MCC/..ULEY·:staterl he \..,ould. 

:pass tho qut#stions to CO!,jSEVE'l,'l'l-ri'Ilr 'by voico &nd 1.r~eGseae. C/J:P? · · • 
t!CCNJLSY e.J.so st,a·cod that he i-i.:1d r~ctJ:tvod a rn,e;g 1'l·orn Viu;:,{ BRr!:OLE p1•ior 
to the lIDDC' c~l.t :I.Qd.icat1rig th~t co;1sEWmTlLT thit'lks he can get the ., 
pilot ~.t1 tho water end he ,~as gcine about this in a r.i'Ost delU1orate . 
rc.~nn~1~ and ,r:Ll l not tr-J~e ei:JY l)l'eci:pitous actions, Jndgcri~ents ·would 
be mo.do when on the scene. l!o judge~nent has beet\ med.e es yat cs to : 
u'hat to do du.rin(i daylie;h:t bours. ·. . · · • 

5.· At ll~ll50R Cl~Pr DO~tAL.DSOlT (op...33) rc~eivcd tha followil?LI iufo . · · · ·. ·. 
t 1:om C/ifT JiCCJiUL.t..1:": The COHlu. Sl~A NIG CAP and F~SC/1.P ,rill be .held a min• 11 
ir:Auu of 25 li'liles 9ft .srl~r·e ond ,m'llld llot ~ ,1aea unless ·ros4'~a !o:rces 
lle1·c atte.tlted. F\.u..·the~ tl1at 8).l r;orso1mel .involv~d in the SAR ci'fort 
l1evo .been c.t.rutiOllcd rJOt to te'ko eJ1.y p:rovocativ.o. cctions. . · · · . 

.. . 
........ .-: ..... .--...l. . . " - • ~ ·-

https://ii;tr.~ed:la.te
https://Co'!t!T1aud.er




INFORMATIO If 

CONPlDEHTl.l..L 
Wednesday, February 14, 1968 -- 12:20 p. m. 

Mr. President: 

Communication.a dlfflcultles prevent our getting through promtply 
to the Seventh Fleet. Nltze will keep trying; but you may wleh to make 
your declalon on the basis of present evidence, given •hortnesa ol time• 

. 
w. W. Bostow 

lJ ECtASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4 
NLJ 70-/f-3 . 

'lv ~ NARA. D3te If ::Jt?-zt ; 

WWRostow:rln 



INFORMATION 

Wednesday, February 14, 1968 -- 5:30 p.m. 

Mr. President: 

The orders have been communicated succeaafully to the Seventh 

Fleet; and are fully understood. 

No word yet on the position o! the pilot. 

W. w. B.oatow 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4 
NLJ 9cJ- / }9 _ · · -

flv~ NARA. Date ff-3t>- 91-' 

· SECRET 

WWRostow:rln 



SECRETARY NITZE 

I have from the Navy a further report 
which clarifies the language in 
my previous memorandum. This from 
Admiral Bringle: 

"Consider chances of recovery good 
during hours of darkness if pilot located 
by SAR forces. No beeper at present. 
Now plan to discontinue search at 
daylight unless rescue of pilot is 
imminent. 11 

(The Navy's best estimate is that lack 
of beeper is due to fact that no receiving 
capability exists at the scene at this 
moment.) 

Captain Wilson 

UECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4 
NLJ 90 -l'f'f 

lly~ NARA. Date 6-



2/14/68 

Two unarmed U. S. Navy Al~ iipwller -dlivewt:aircraft on a ferry flight 

~~ 
from (] -in the Philippines to the aircraft carrier USS CORAL SEA 

in the Gulf of Tonkin experienced navigational difficulties and inadvertently 

strayed into air space approximately 5 miles off the east coast of H~ 

Island. One of the planes, an AlH was shot down by Chinese Communist 

MIG aircraft. The second, an EAlF, departed the area and recovered at 

Danang. Its pilot reports he last saw the other plane in a vertical dive 

and smoking. He also reports seeing a good parachute. The encounter 

with the MIG aircraft took place at 9 ·:46 p. m. EST February 13. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356~ Sec. 3.4 

..NLJ 9o -/}[:3 _ ? __ 

Bv k7j1 NARA. Date 1/- 31/ '7 i-



INFORMATION •-.· 

Wednesday, F~bruary 14, 1968 
12:00 noon 

~ PRESIDENT:. 

SUBJECT: Hainan Territorial Waters Reacu.e 9rratlon 

1. Facts 

The Seventh Fleet would like to launch its rescue chopper from the 
Kearaage at 0400 lta time .(3-3/4 hour• from now). _It would take 45 minutes 
to get to the scene. They.hope to complete the operation before dawn 
(0615 their time). · ~•plte night operations, the Coral Sea would mount 
a protective fighter CAP against MIG1s. Nltze ls awaiting a !inal.aaseaement 
from the Commander of the 7th Flee~ before coming to the Cabinet meeting 
to answer this question: What are the chances of succe·as? 

2. Sect. Rusk. He doea not believe the operation should be undertaken.: 

-- the risks to the helicopter crew are too great: 
-- the man ls in territorial water•: w.e would not attempt rescue U he 

were on Haman or the China mainland. 

3. Sect. McNamara. The rescue attempt should not be made. 

4. Gen. Wheeler. The rlaka of an atr ·engagement are high against a . 
. sizable force. Nevertbeleaa, hls gut feeling ia the rescue should be attempted; 
although much depends on whether the 7th Fle~t Commander believes the chances 
of ,ucceaafw. rescue are good, ln the light of weather and other lactore de­
termining whether the man can be found. 

5. Mr. Clifford. Rescue the man. It ls a miaalon ol mercy. He feels 
Hain.an ls ln. a somewhat different status -- in fact, U not in law -- than the 
Chinese mainland. 

w. W. Roatow 

UECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12356, ~ 3.4 -
NLJ 2tJ-/ 

Bv~ NARA. Date ;1/- jf- o/[,i 

SECRET 
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