
Darling: 

March 11, 1942, 

11 A. M. 

Here goes the volume, written in the morning be­
cause if I wait until seven or eight o'clock at night 
there is never time enough. 

Your letter or March 9, in which you tell me that 
you really are not ~using 100% or your ability out there, 
has just come and it brings to a point a :uzy-riad host of 
ideas that have been boiling around in my head for the 
past week. Everywhere I turn there is confusionJand dis­
trust between ,Congressmen and the Bureaus,and a running 
around from one agency to another trying to find out 
whose job it is to do what. I was about to decide that 
I thought you ought to come back here and be put in one 
of these spots where you cou~d ke thin~ move J and ~et 
your political career turn o as God and the tenth dis~ 
trict seef fit. I wish you ere h~d of some agency that 
~ooe •fiat has to dovdth spe~ing up production, or ~0 OP 
dinetin~ getting the goods td'the place where it is sup­
posed to go,,..- with a corps of Y~g-Men-Who-Ce.n working 
with yo~, like George Brom and ,Roy Hofheinz and anybody 
who can ma~ things move. All this was very hazy in rrzy­
mind--all T7al:ew---f..or sure was that I wanted you in the 
place where you give all your talent and energy and per- ~ 
sonality to¥rard stemming the tide (and it is bad here) 

and I was afraid you weren't in that spot.- Fr"'_,_I ~-h~/ 
Then last night I went to Gray Bane's (Mrs. e1..1..LA. 7 ~ 

Bane's) for cocktails and saw Aubrey William~ there. 
was more interested in hearing about youall's training 
program than anything and there isn't a human I can talk 
to about it, so I got him off in a corner and we talked 
about you. He said he was going to see Harry about you 

, in a day or two. Of course, I was quite in the dark on 
this but I supposed he meant Harry Hopkin's Lease Lend 
business and I think th~t would be splendid. He said "I 
want to bring Lyndon back here and put him in Harry's 
outfit." Then this morni~g came your letter, with ~he 
reference to it1 The last thing Aubrey said to me as I 
left was that he was "going to tend to that about Lyndon." 
I want to go to see him about it and remind liim end I 
have no reluctance to call him for some of his time 
either at his home or at the office. Would you like me 
to and do you have any suggestions as to what I should 
say to him? My idea is mimply that when we need all our 
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Brain Power and Can-Do Power as never before in our National 
life you are not in the spot where you oan give all you've 
got. That is the way I would put it, if and when I have the 
chance, to our friends-such as Aubrey and Mr. Ickes and maybe 
Tom or the Douglases. Is that unwise to say, in view of the 
fact that you are working for the Navy and under orders frOl'Jl 
the Navy? 

I remember nry conversation with Sam, when he asked me 
~at do you think about me going to the President and ask­
ing him to call all those boys back?" And I told him that 
I would hate for him to do it, as far as you are concerned, 
because I felt you wanted to sene where you were and could &.o ..>-o 
to geod advantage. Since then the tempo has greatly .in-
creased here in Washington--! see so much need for you on 
every hand--I no longer feel that way. I want to go to Sam 
and tell him that my ideas have changed. However, what 
Sam wants you back here for is to help him take care of those 
elections next November and I imagine to help corral some of 
the boys now. And I don't know whether that is the fie 
you want to play in when you do come back. Is it? 

Just this minute I stopped long enough to call Mrs. 
Ickes, because I want to start some ball rolling on this, 
however meager; she wasr out of town but was returning Fri-
day and I asked Mrs. Connelly, her private secretary, to 
tell her I would very much like to talk to her then and 
gave her my telephohe numbers. I bel_ieve she will call me 
and I shall ask her to have lunch with me, just us two, and 
just talt about things in general and feel my way around. 
I lmow from the way she talked to me when she asked us out 
to Sunday dinner a day or two before we left Washington in 
December that they saw you go into the Navy with regret and 
would like to see you back here for the same reasons I would. 

Sweetheart, my shoe size is s½AAAA., my hose a½, my 
hat 22, my suit size usually 12 but in some models, espec- ~ 
ially less expensive clothes, it is 14. (Give them the 
measurements you have and that will help.) I love my 
linens and appreciate your thinking of me with all my heart. 
I shall remember not to talk about all the presents. 

Yesterday afternoon I went to see Elizabeth Rowe and ~ 0 
took Betsy Jr. her present. The little robe fitted beau- , 6 l). 
tifully right now, she will have to grow to the shoes, but,~ I 
both she and her mother loved both. I am getting to feel 1~ 

~that Elizabeth is a real friend of ours; she rather grows , 
~ -~~ ~.rJl,/ on one and that is the kind of folks I like best after all. 
~ J»' . I sat down long enough to have a glass of sherry end to hea 
~ V '' that they are moving into a really lovely house in George­
~.,.t} ~ , town this summer and a.re e.11 thrilled a.bout it. You !mow 

,,~ 
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how Jim would feel about your coming back here. Unless 
you think my simple honest feeling about it is an unwise 
approach, even among our best and closest friends, I 
would surely like to start talking to Aubrey and Sam and 
Jim and the Ickes about it. I'm sending this Airmail, so 
you can send me back your readtions by next Monday. 

From the Rowe's I went to drop the present at Dor- ~ A 
othy's and she is the one who appreciated it most of all:4J, ~ C... 
She is fine and said give you their love. She is one of ·w 
the happiest people I know, · . / , ~ 

From there I went to the Bane's. It was like a reg­
ular gathering of a clan, to which we used to ~belohg; rather 
oddly but to the mutual benefit of all, I think •••• The ~ 
Aubrey Williams, Maury Mavericks, Mrs. John Corson, Alt- "' 
meyers, a Mrs. Ellen Woodw~rd of Mississippi--quite a sle 
of ardent New Dealers, that now nearly extinct breed. 
Mr. Corson has been drafted by Altmeyer into holding three · 
jobs, one of which, re-training for temporarily unemployed 
workers is of mammoth importance and ought to have all the 
time of a darn smart fellow. He was out of town but I 
got. Mrs. Corson to give me his .secretary's number so I 
can call up and find out about these re-training schools 
that she says are already in operation. 

There have been a host of visitors: Roy Hofheinz, ~ 
Martin Winfrey, Tony Buford, Taylor Thomas of Luling, Mr. 
Carter ofi Luling again • . rt is difficult to get anything A~ l 
done with many interruptions. Last night the force stayed /J«A-'\/ 
here until after eleven putting out Year Books. I am 
sorry to say I went home about 10:15 because Nellie and I 
were in different oars anyway and I thought they were 
leaving in about five minutes. I should have stayed until 
the last one. 

Roy says Mr. Allred is going to run and that he be­
lieves he will reaign from his Judgeship, or at least not 
run for re-election in order to work full time for him. 
I am glad and do not feel in the least sad about our lost / ✓ / 

chances. I know the day will come, in spite of Senator ~ 
Connally's contention that he is a very very young man, 
and I believe you ahd Allred would be a great team for 
Texas1 Roy said Jimmy was just waiting for the go-signal 
from the White House, and that "If Lyndon were here he 
would have had it two weeks ago." Darling love, do not 
feel sad. about it •••• I know how you well could feel. Do 
you think Ji.mn\v will get the go-signam??? ~ 

Roy has on his mind three deals to make some money \,~/f, 
--still the radio license, ·about which he intends to go ~ 
to see Cliff Durr if he can; somethint about selling the 
by-product of a new _steel defense plant (the by-product r.7V~~JU,W'fl , 
is something like rock) to cities and counties as road- ().}J, v

6 
L/J.t\J 
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building material--this after he is out of the Judgeship 
of course; and one other thing he didn't tell me about. 
He is deeply, bitterly disgusted at our lack of progress 
in this war and would like to get in there himself in some 
place to make things move. However, he can't forget about 
his wife and two children and another coming on and owing 
$21,000 ••• so he wants to make a living right quick, and then 
get into this maelstrom, somehow. He and George Brown have 
dickered with the idea of starting a morale-building pro-
gram to step up produ_ction in the ship-building and other l-
defense plants in Houston: letters from a Houston boy in · -
Java telling in piteous terms how badly they need gurl.s 5 or 
ships; medals to the workers who drive the most rivets on 
whatever it is; pep talks to the workmen in the plants--
maybe fetch down an Admiral or General to do it; starting 
a contest between ship-yards or between cities to work up 
the competitive spirit. The way Roy would handle it, it 
might be something to itl 

Roy is terribly anxious that you come on back here. 
He, too, envisions you handling the November campaign. He 
said he was going to talk to Sam and to Mr. Marsh. (By the 
way, he said Mr. Marsh would help Jinnny all he could.) 

No, I ha..vn't had any interesting dates--or any trips 
to New York. I have been much too busy with my job, and 
~ own very real romance. Gene writes me that our good 
friend came to see her the other day and would drop in to 
see me soon. I do not think he will come. \ 

It would be heavenly / to spend a while with you in 
New Orleansl I am waitin only on Senator for the Alab 
trip and will wire you when wires me to meet him in 
Montgomery, as our plans go at present. It should be 
within the next two weeks. I remeind hi~ or it eve_ry few 
days. 

Dearest, I must tell you that when I said I 'thought 
I had done pretty well and wanted to report '' I meant purely 
in the financial field. I know I have made several mis­
takes; I am slow; every now and then a letter waits over 
longer than twenty-four hours. But I have learned a lot11 
I am far from satisfied, and I have a picture or you doing 
1 ike poo·r Gerry Mann did last summer--"Mrs. Johnson aade 
that mistake and the poor little thing didn't know any 
better though she tried hard." But cert~inly I am improving. 

Must stop now. All rrr.r love, always. Tell me how to 
prodeed when I talk to our friends, else I may proceed in 
too frank a manner. I want to get started soon. 



Dear friend: 

/ Thank you very much for your wire of the seventeenth 

regarding the labor situation. Because I know how 

interested -he.will be in having your views I am for­

werding them on to Mr. Johnson today. Also I am bring­

ing ttiem to the attention of the Honorable Sam Rayburn, 

Speaker of the House, with whom we are in frequent touch. 

Mr. Johnson is, as you know, at the present time ser­

ving hiS' country where the President considers he is 

needed most. While he is away I am contributing my 

time here in the office doing what I can to help out. 

We are always happy to have your views and suggestions• 

I hope you will write us on any matters of public oon­

vern in whioh you are particularly interested. 

Sim erely yours. 

Mrso Lyndon B. Johnson 
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Darling: 

March ll, 1942 

11 A. U. 

Here goes the volume, written in the morning be­
oause if I we.it until seven or eight o'clock at night 
there is never time enough. 

Vour letter or March 9, in which you tell me that 
you renll!r are not juaing 100% of your ability out there, 
hf'.s just come fl.nd it brinEB to a point a nzy-riad host or 
ideas that have been boiling around my head for the 
past roek. ,;vetjrwh-,re I tnrn the.,..e i confusion and dis-
trust bet rireen Congressmen And th ..,, us e.nd running 
aro md fron one n '._';enc. , to another tryi to find out 
whose ob it is to do rirha.t. a about to deoide tho.t 
I thoucht you ought to come c ' er~ rmd be put in one 
of these snots whorP- you ke things nove and let 
,_rour _ oliticml ~nreor t rn o a.s God e.nd thetenth dis-
trict sees fit. ~ ·\ we h ad of some ugoncy that 
soes at has to dinr up production, or oo-or-
dinatinc cettin.~ o the place v1here it is sup-
posed to r,o, vfi. l~ Young-Men-rfuo-Can working 
with you, lik Brown 9.lld Roy Hofheinz and anybody 
who can 1Mke · ings ove. All this was very hazy in my 
r.1ind--a.ll I f sure ms that I anted you in the 
place ~hene you • e all your talent and onerr;.y and per­
sonaliti..r town.rd stemming the tide (and it is bad here) 
Md I ~s a.fraid you weren't in that spot.-

Then last night I went to Gray Bane's (Mrs. Brank 
Bane's) for cocktails and saw Aubrey William there. I 
was more interested in hearing about youa.11' s training 
program than anything P.nd there isn't a human I ce.n talk 
to about it, so I got him off in a corner and we talked 
about you. He ea.id he was going to see Harry about you 
in a day or two. Of course. I was qolie in the dark on 
thia but I supposed he neant Harry Hopkin ' s L.ease Lend 
business ~d I thin..'lc that would be selendid. Me said "I 
want to.bring Lyndon baok here and put him in Harry's 
outfit." Then this mornigg oame your letter. with the 
referenoe to it1 The last thing Aubrey said to mews I 
left was that he was "&oing to tend to that about Lyndon." 
I want to go to see him about it and remind him and I 
have no reluctenoe to oa.11 him for some of his time 
either at his home or at the offio•• Would you like me 
to and do you have aey suggestions as to what I should 
say to him? My idea hsi.11DA-y that when we need all our 
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Brain Power and Can-Do Power as never be.fore in our National 
11.fe you are not in the spot where you oan give all you've 
got. That is the way I would put it, if and when I have the 
ohanoe. to our friends-such as Aubrey and Mr. Iokes and maybe 
Tom or the Douglases . ls that unwise to say. in view of the 
fact that pou are working for the Uavy and under orders f'rOJI 
the Uavy? 

I rotnember my conversation with Sem. when he asked me 
tf\\'ha.t do you think about me going t o the President and ask­
h10 hi.."'1 to c~ill nll t hose boys ba:ck?" And I told him that 
:;: v:ou:'.!.d _1a Le :'or him. to do it. as fo.r as you are concerned. 
bcco:usc I .:."e t you wanted to se~e whero you were and could 
to ~eod adviurtage. Sinoe then th,.a tempo has greatly i11-­
c1~eH.::':,d hore in V{ashincton--I see so r. oh need tor you on 
every ha.'Yl.d-- I no loncer f eel thnt ·wn:,. I want to go to Sam 
and toll hi:'1 t tLt m~ i<l0 ... s hf v•, ch· t · !.._owev r, uhc.t 
Siu 1 1r....-1ts :rou bfac .. her,; for is to .. .,_ · ... n tc.ke cc.re of those 
eleot:o:-1s no;c~ No~:-, nber r~rd 1 .; ~ 1.ci:.1e t elp corrRl sotle of' 
t w bo:.,·s now. ,ncl don't ¥ o~:her that is tho field 
~:--ou \'fnnt vo play in orrie bnok . :s it? 

Just t.1i s n5 n 1 n long enoui;h to call !~s . 
Ickes, becc:mse ! r;ant ""'d_,.,~ ome ball rollinc; on this, 
l ouever non ':er; , lrn , tom but was returninG Pri-
dn.y rnd I a.sl:od ;!rs . y , her private socreta.ry, to 
tell her I v:oul 1 ~r ike to t-alk to her then and 
gri.ve her 1-:iy t "pho numbers. I believe she wil l call me 
nnd I shnll a l her have lunch vd th me , just us two. and 
juot to.U: nbou · s in ceneral and feel my , ay around. 
I J::n.mr from tho Hay she to.11:ad to me when she a sked us out 
to SundaJ.1 d 1nner a day or tv,o before we left Washington in 
Deoember th, : they ao.w yot.~ ·o into the Navy with regret nnd 
woul d like to see you back hare for thtt same reasons I would. 

Sweetheart . ~ shoo sizo is 6~:A.AAA. my hose s½. my 
hat 22, my suit size ·usually 12 but in some models, espeo­
ially less expensive clothes, it is 14. (Give them the 
measurements you have ond that will help.) I love my 
linens and appreciate your thinkint; of me with all ny heart. 
I sha.11 r emember not to talk a.bout all the presents. 

Yesterday afternoon I went to aee Elizabeth Rowe and 
took Betsy Jr. her present. The little robe fitted beau­
tifully rir;ht now. ehe will have to grow to the shoes, but 
both she and her mother loved both. I am getting to feel 
that Elizabeth is a real friend of ours; she rather grows 
on one and that is the kind of folks I like best after e.11. 
I sat do-wn long enough to have a glatis of sherry and to hear 
that they are moving into a really lovely house in_ George­
town this summer and arc all thrilled about 1 t. You know 
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how Jim would feel about your coming baok here. Unless 
you thit:lk my simple honest feeling about it is an unwise 
upproach, even among our best and closest friends, I 
would surely like to start talking to Aubrey and Sam a.nd 
Jim. and the Ickes about it. l'm sending this Airmail, so 
you oan send me back your rea~ions by next Monday. 

From the Rowe's I went to drop the present at Dor­
oth,ta and she is the one who appreciated it most or all. 
She is fine and said give you their love. She is one or 
the happiest people 1 know • 

. rom t .. c:-c I went to the Ban.ft' s. ,It was like a reg-
ul~ r ~at110.·in6 or a olan, to which we used to, beithgr r ather 
oddly but to the ile:hual benefit of all, I think •••• The 
~.'J..br(;:r ~~;.:. .... lians , Maury Ua.vorioks 1 Mrs. John Corson, Alt­
r~eyors, a !!r~3. Ellen Uoodw rd of Hiss sippi--qui te a slev-1 
o.r arc e:'.·t H<:.Y\r: ~1on.lcrs., -tLat YiO'i 11') rl~ extinct breed., 
~ J. • O! .. S0:!'1 ~l' .S Jvf l:1 (:ro..ftec:: ~r f L; ~./ into holdin[; three 
joou, one of -, 1Lic~l, r~}-trn,inin• ·.o:r te!"l aril~,r uner1ployed 
tmrkors is of' rn.a.Jiunoth inpor'br .,, .ud outht to have e.11 the 
tino of a du·n srn.a.rt fello;:- ms out of tovm but I 
c,;ot -~r~·. 
C:').;:~ CP 11 
that r 1e 

oocreto.!"J ' s num·oer so I 
Lhese re-trcinine schools 

op ation. 

of visitors: Roy Eofheinz, 
'.!artin •?infrey 1 , Taylor Thomas of Luling, Mr . 
Carter egiLuli It is difficult to get anything 
done with ma..11: pt ions. Last ni.6ht the force stayed 
herH tmtil a..f't 111r-,,-~'""wren putting out Yeo.r Books . I am 
uorry t<> saH I wen hoir1e a.bout 10: 15 because !follie and I 
v,.rere in <lifforont ca.rs Rn~11.~P-y and I thought they were 
leaviI1i:.; in u.bout five minutoa . I should have stayed until 
the last one. 

Roy .sa.ye Hr. Allred is going to run and that he be­
lieves he will reBit;n fron his Judgeship, or at least not 
run for re-election in order to work full tir:le for him. 
I nm glad and do not feel in the lea.at sad about our lost 
chances. I lmaw the day will come., in spite of Sene.tor 
Conna.lly-t s contention that he is a. very very young man, 
and I believe you ahd Allred would be a great team for 
Texasl Roy said Jinnn.y was just waiting for the go-signal 
from the Vlhite House, and that "Ir Lyndon were here he 
v1ould have had it two weeks ago.n Darling love, do not 
feel sad about it •••• I know how you vl8ll oould f ,eel. Do 
you think Jimmy will get the go ... signaih??? 

Roy has on his mind three deals to make some money 
-still the r&ili license, about whioh he intends to go 
to see Cliff Durr if he oan; somethin'& about selling the 
by-produot of a new steel defense plant (the by-product 
is something like rock) to cities and counties as road-
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building material--this after he is out of'. the Judgeship 
of oourae; and one other thing he didn't -eell me about. 
He is deeplJf, bitterly discusted at our le.ok of progresa 
in this war and would like to get in there himself in some 
plaoe to make things move . However, he oan•t forget a.bout 
his v.if& and two children end another coming on end owing 
$21 , 000 ••• so he wants to rra.ke a. 1i ving right quick., ·Md then 
get into this maelstrom, somehow. He and George Brown he.ve 
dickered with the idea or starting a mor~le-buildin& pro­
lram to step up production in the ship•building and other 
aefen"'c plants in 1:ouston: letters from a. Houston boy in 
Java tollint: in piteous terms how badly they need tug.ls or 
s 5ps; meclals to the workers who drive the most rivets .ot 
wlmtever it is; p.,p talks to the workmen in the plants--
. e.y1.J 1 f tch do··:-n a.n Admiral or Genera to do it; starting 
a contest between ship-ye.rds or betw cities to work up 
the compt:ti i.1r6 tr,irit. Tbe we~. ~-o ; uld htt:c.dle it, it 
.~ ~t;ht be <•em6+·,. tr.,: to itt 

I:.oy i'.3 terri l~r run:ious 
He., too , envicions you han' 
s0 l d he ,T:: .. ;;1 uoin~ to te.l :­

you come on back here . 
1e November cc.r pai[;l.l . He 
rm 1 to ::r. ! ~nr sh. ("':l"J the 

v: y., 

To, I '1::: ~ 1' t, ha 
o :Jow York. ~! h.rive 

r~1 ~ ovrn 
friend came ;. 
see me soon. 

Jimmy 311 he could.) 

"t ~r :.Gt ins d!J.tes--or any trips 
.. ' ch too busy 1vi th my job, and 
C'one v,ri te s rae t:10.t our- gcbdd 

and would drop iu to 

It vc,•.lld ~e ~ea.venly to spend a ,·:hile with you in 
rew 0rlea11s l I am wa.i ting only on Senator for the Alabama 
trip and wtll wfre you YJhen he wires me to meet him in 
_· ontsomery., as our plans go at present. It should be 
within the next two weeks . I remeind hi~ of it every few 
days . 

Dee.rest, I must tell you that ·when I said I thought 
I hs.d done pretty well and wanted to report I meant purely 
in the financial field . I know I have ma.de several mis­
takes; l em slow; every llOw and then e. let·ter waits over 
longer than twenty-four hours . But I have learned a lotll 
I am far from satisfied, and I have a pioture of you doi~g 
like poor Gerry Hann did last summer--"Hrs. Johnson aade 
t hat mistake a.nd the poor little thinz didn't know any 
better though she tried hard." But o-,rt~inly I am improving. 

Must atop now. All ray love, always. Tell me how to 
prodeed when I talk to our friends, else I may prooeed in 
too frank a manner. I want to get started soon. 




