
March 12, 1942--1 P. Iii 

Darling; 

The best news I've had today came in a wire from Aunt 
Effie this morning--a oopy of' which I shall enclose. In 
February, 1939, just before she oame to see us in Washington 
when ff'! were living at 1910 Kalorama Road, Aunt Effie wrote 
Unole Claude. asking him to tell her just how muoh mo1'y she 
had beoause ahe wanted to make her will, and "if' it is'•', in 
perfeotly legal shape." He answered that she had approxi­
mately $62,000 and that her affairs were in good legal order. 
It appears that Miss Berneioe (it was at her house in Jeff­
erson that Aunt Effie was staying when he wrote Unole Claud 
and received his antffl'er) has found thi etterUl We had 
given up all hope of finding it. t ght to make Aunt 
Effie' a olaim a lot easier to prov • ayb~. we v,on't have 
to even suggest the compromise e.ve wor out. I sent 
Senator the original wire, and.Jl!~~ffe him two d~ya ago that 
I thought we ought to go to ,.-"'~Ulla.ua be.fore April f' irst by 
all moans. , 

I am very pleased bus ess like wa.y Aunt Effie 
is going about getting im ready. from all the evi-
denoe she can obtain a conviction that it is quite 
right and she o it. \'llllS afraid she would not want 
to brook the pr elfishness of Unolo Harry, and me.y• 
be others., by d something we all kno,v to be heris in 
equitl but of wh 11..ot~ rlZl!I has very little written evidence. 

fuile wo are on the subject of Aunt Effie, m31 , d,f!tar­
est love. I want to remind you that we've made all '.: tf\e 
p~s for her to oome to Washington April first and I very 
inubh want her to, even though it is conceivable you might 
come home and Nellie and Mary might not move out. Aunt 
Ef'f'ie hasn't been with us in three years and this is some• 
thing I really want to do, my heart. 

Next, I believe I shall give you the resume or offioe 
pff&&xmel, as I see it. Of course, remember this is b_y one 
who is very new and inexperietj.~l-ed. in judging people and 
their performance. But here goeal 

O. _ J. He i .a the most valuable person in the offioe. 
tie does all the calling to the Departments and does 
it very well. He writes the bulk of the difficult, 
teohnioal, and involved letters. He is not the easiest 
one in the offioe· towork with, but I get e.long very 
well with him. He has far more information than any 
of us. I am trying to learn everything he knows, by 
having him explain to me the oalls he makes and the 
steps he follows in solving the problem in ea.oh letter 
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--if it is something I do not know. All in all. he is the 
only one in the office it would be really hard to get along 
without. However, I do not believe his judgment is any bet­
ter than mine, though his store or information is. 

~ She is the easiest person to work with and .does her 
~splendidly. I have learned a lot from ?lary and she is 
completely t&.ot!'ul about tea.ohing me everything she knows 
without appearing to do so. She has been writing letters 
during the last three or four weeks {her own. not dictated) 
and I think she has a fresh approach, veey necessary in an 
office like this. (It is so easy to become stale and use 
the same phrases all the time.) What I like most about Mary 
is that she is really interested in these people 'Who write 
us their problem.s--at least in those 'Whoseseem honeatly to 
have merit. She ia tickled pink when w get a yes answer on 
one of the "good cases" and grouses ar d when we fail. If' 
there'a any business where you ou ht to ave a heart. and 
whQre you are more open to losing wn!!l'&--A1J,nnathy you do have. 
it is this one. 

Ed I see very little of Ed n.aw-~ the rest of the force 
hi' has the reputation of boi ow; I have had no partic-
ular ohanot to observe th· s. • s quite agreeable. Muoh 
contrary to his reputa p sented what may turn out 
to be one of the best e office has had lately, It 
seems the OEM gets out ns of changes in priorities 
and orders affao ma:€."'r"ll.--•. s, which would affect various 
businesses. Ed gge ed ,ve send in to OEM lists of bus­
inesses in our stri • made up according to what ·they aell•-
lumbor oornpani,ea t manufacturers, etc. OEltqwould then 
put them on their mailing lists for suoh releases as would 
affect thsn.. I thought it waa v.rell worth looking into• so 
we got Texas Business Research Bureau at the University to 
send us a list of all 118.nUaaturerand retailers and asked 
OEM to send ue a ff!IW sample bulletins. If it looks help­
ful, wet l1 see that our business house, get the bulletins 
p.nd write them a letter to that effeotl!,?: 

'"' 

Gayle I'm agraid Gayle just doesn't make the team. He is 
in too deep water. I would hesitate to say this if I thought 
he were tryinc hard and was earnestly interested in sta.y1ng 
here in this office. I do not think he is. He apparently 
does not ree.d his .letters over before sending them 1n to me, 
though o. J. baa told him to do so repeatedly. They oome 
in with some glaring mistakea--perhaps he does not hear well 
when o. J. dictates to him. I think this will be ta.ken care 
of in time, as I understand he he.a mentioned wanting to go 
home and I guess we could get him a job down there somewhere. 
He works hard enough, but he just doesn't have the necessary 
brain power and background and does not care. 

Nellie She goes to school from nine to twelve and gets 
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down to the offide about one or two, or later if we are having 
company and thercf~are groceries to buy and some preparations 
to be made. She does all the clipping of newspapers and takes 
oare of the sorap book. She brings in to me the list of clip­
pings of births., deaths,. weddings, 4H prizes won, mothers with 
five aons in the aervioe, and all ooourenoes about which we 
might want to write a letter. I go throughtthem and piok out 
all who are friends or aoqua.intanoes or whom I feel we oan 
write though unknown to us (see lirtter dated either Maroh 10 
or ll). I divide these between ,.,?lellie., Mary, and myself'. Nel­
lie wrote some extremely clever letters to little boys winning 
oalvea in 4H oontosts and to some child of a friend who had a 
birthday, and I put hor down to handle all future letters to 
ohildren. She fills all the pens., keeps paper and supplies on 
all the desks, and does the purchasing as you requested. She 
is learning to file. In off minutes I thought she could start 
addressing the Blanoo County poll tax t,, whioh Mrs. Red-
ford has already sent us. She is ll1ng end interested 
but atill very muoh of a child. 

I'll give you a report on 

It's been a long times 
believe I'll quit for a oouple 

took any exercises. so I 
hours and go down and do 

that. By the way. dear ne your watch is ready at 
the Jewel Shop, so I'l t up. ~ watoh (the Jurgenson) 
stopped ~bout three we I at once took it to a jew-
eler; he se.id he c ld ,.... __ .. ..11•-...d a thing the matter with it., but 
would und&rtake $4,. 50. He said he oould fix 
my other watbb . and guarantee ifo for a year because 
it was a simple' l known type of works--he was a little 
doubtful about tn genson. The .old watch is ready today. 
I suppose I might a s well go on and have the JurgetJ.son worked 
on. 

Goodbye, my love, always all my love 


