
10:30 a. IJh April 22, 1943 

Dearest: 

I've een rea.d1ng your letter of April 17 about Duke Richardson. 
I tal. ed to Richardson about three hours on the trc in going to Delles 
and liked him very much.. He eounda like a re. ther ,9od se lesi~, .... n. ha.a 
some ide a, ts the ort of man ~:.rho would '"'ke ri·· elf a part ,f the oom­
ruuni ty in a. short time, I believe,--and the more I see of this buainese 
the more essen t ial I co e to reg~rd that. Howevar, I just don•t think 
1 t would ... rork to ave both him and Eocoe here. For one thtn~, it would 
build u, the ooe•s a heck of e lot. nL then! doubt that it could work 
wi tbout fr1cti on, both Esqoe and lUohardson being "boss." i\nd I don 1 t 

1 have the heart to fir•e l~scoe. I think between <'!herrr.un and Richardson · 
we would do better ·to ta'ke Sr erman. because his value as a: oalesman in 
the cornmuni ty r: nd. ;eneral ' ... romoti on man" be t ween us and the oormnuni ty 
would &lree y bfl establLihed and we couJ.d c,.. sh in on it, wheras in ~ioh, 
ardaon •a c ,ae we couldn • t for six months or so, and. it would be obvi oua 
to both him a d '$~scoe that he wa.s ju.;.)t being groomed for the menager job. 

We have been ts.king uu the oappets h the rece tion room and the 
11 ttle office here ss 11t1eed leeps books.. he terrazo floor underneath, 
after Muob scrubbing, looks very neat and nice indeed. tr!e h~ve to keep 
the cappets do m in the big studio, 1::uri.e.ller studio• and ceintrol room be­
cause of sound proofing. I shall uak Jamie to make me s.n es time. te on 
how much li olt.um oil these three surfacec would cost. 

?le h&ve t e engineer problem just abcut solved. a young man named 
Don I.eu erd_ le who or ed for D!O is co:ning to work for us tomorrow• 
Escoe aya. K~iO ha,- more engineers then they need and they are glad to 
relea e himf according to :i,scoe. It haz been the policy of the radio 
stations, oth of themj in the p:;st to hire University engineering stu .... 
dents. several of them for part time, in order to give them practical 
experience. 11his Don le.ude:rdale is one and he i novt wanting to go to 
work full time end KNOW i perfectly w1111.n, to release him. :Meanwhile 
this Fleet v1ho orke for Paul wants to 'be tutored by Fer er end take hia 
FCC exam $ll0t1t Auguat and them go to .ork for us. That would give Peul 
four months to 1,e thinking about repleaiM him. "Re '!Nill work out some­
thing ae ttsfec tory to l?aul or , e wou t t ha,,.e the man. but if he doe2. want 
to improve himself and learn r .. · di o engineering I don •t see ~ by he shouldn't 
go to work for us r ther than wander of1 to oorneone else. Do you? And 
a 4F 1a greatly to be s(n.ight after. 

Escoe h&a colleoted ~85 on the loc 1 accounts rd.nee ·Je h: d our big 
conference on accounts two weeks ego tomorrow. le expects to collect 
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l)igges t part 
$60 more today. The ~ of the emaining accounts receivable ia ten 
national accounts totaling $1709.32. ~scoe has been in behind our 
representative, the "N'alker Company, to get them to help collect these. 
I have seen their answer saytng they will go to w1ork on all of them at 
once. I have alao been after him to w i te each of these ten companies 
direct. If he does not do so today, I ohall. 

About Geoffrey Connall>y. I talked to lvirs. Johnson and she said 
of course she would have him atay with her and give him two meals a day. 
I think it ia an excellent idea and do ypu want to write him or shell I? 
I would surely love to have someone f!~E.~r.~~QJtl in this l)ersonnel. And 1 t 
would be mighty good to have someone by the m:,me of Connally in it! Let's 
by all means see if we can work it out--and quick. 

Dear, I went to see Dr. Beverly and it was an experience taat left 
me simply drained. I remember the handsome. well-dressed successful 
doctor, a ll'.lf\n of oubste:nce and prestige in the community. Ue is shrunken 
and pitiful looking and cries all the time. His mind is not really af­
fected but he is just so ,reak he can't help crying--it is nervousness . 
It made me think I am going to l&mbest you if you don•t eat more regularly, 
lie in the sun, get some exerdise, a.nd have ver.v little to drink, do you 
hear me? At any rate Dear, I wish you'd write him every n~i and then •• 
he must be so clre-dnully lonely--and his friends, unfortunately, are 
among those important snd busy people who don't have time to spend with a 
sick man--not even with the best "'nd kindest of intention. Ee listens 
to the radio all the time and I told him he wou ld hc:ve to help on ideas 
to i mprove our station. 

Now· sbou t llovy and the power r& t e. l!i eng ineer• Fred Sebastian, 
a mighty fine e.nd smart felJ.o-:J ap ) arently, went out to the trtnsmitter, 
went over all our equiJJilllent looked over the villa for the last six months 
and has this to report; Our engineer, Ff.rmer. is keeping the rt.te down 
to the barest minimum ... -thf;t is, n,e e~r c not consu ing a bit more than we 
have to. ·.·e ere getting e "commercial" rate, v.rh ich C: eb"'strdn s~ys is 
the crumb of the crop--the s ort a smull mercha n t hes for hi s show windoW1's 
and next to the poorest re te ei ven. Our bill runs a:round '; ?O per month . 
If we had the sa me rate reaid ence.J get our ill u ould be eround ;,,..47. If 
we c ould get the industrial re te it would be around :130. The trouble is 

-···-·'tmft . in · gett.ing=-·tne industrial ra- fe~i t t .s the policy of the di ty to charge 
for a minimum of 20 Jrf!A. ~e do not need 20 KVA; we use Eb )ut 5 KVP. If 
we got the indus trie 1 rate and ~were charged for the minimum of 20 KVA our 
bill would be just about what it io nov:---you see, the industrial rate is 
that muoh lower than the co:mmeroial rate, The book of power rates put out 
by the ·ederal Power Commission has, of cou rse, a little description of the 
Austin rates and under industritl rates it says the mimimum bill shall be 
not less than '! 50, but does !12l say that folks must be charged for at 
least 20 KVA •••• that hns been an interpretation and poli.cy of the city. 
however. Novy says what we ought to try to do io get on the industrial 
rate a11d just be charged for wtc..t we actually use .QI. either pay the min ­
imum it specifies in the Federe.l Power Commission r tc book. He says he 
wi ll talk to the Ilayor about it. I told him I surely wanted to get any re­
duction in rates I might be considered entitled to, but I did not want to 
bad enough to embarrass the M3yor of Walter Seaholm. He said just let him 
talk to those gentlemen and I said fine and let me hear their attitude. 
He g!.g_ get a clause put in the rate book to keep d.o 111 the rates on his 
cooling systems and saved thereby hundreds of dollers a year. 


