
4 p.m. 

Dearest, 

I've had so much "congressional., business today there's 
been no time for radio. 

Je1;. ell Barber we ,. ts us to check once more vii th the dl r De­
:partmen t to find out the status of Nilliam S 1earon Barber, 
18.056,556. To refre h your--or Mary's-memory: they received a 
wire s~ytng he was vounded in ~ction about Apri 24 , 1942--from 
tbe War Department. Then on June l? they heard from the Ad,iutant 
Genersl that they would consideririvate Barber "missing in acti.onn 
until further information reached t.hem or until a period of 12 
months li...ad pc:ssed. 11 At the exprration of t, elve months and in the ab­
sence f ther information the far Department is authorized to m&ke 
a fi1 1 determination." 

The twelve months are up. Have they, then, officially :pro-
nounced i" dead? Jewell has heard notl ing further. · t is the 
policy about payiug insurance or continuing dependency benefit 
pa:vments after this twelve months · has elapsed? Jewell d_oes not 
even know ·hether he had any inzurance or not. Is it possible to 
find ... ~y-t out? 3h'3 is terribly c-n.xious to sen some concentrated 

· foo s c ~d vitamin B t~~letsto him at the camp where he believes 
and ~opes he is held pr~soner--C OtDonnell ~ out 15 mile north 
of larK ?ield--but the Red Cross will not accept packages to send 
unless he is officially pronou iced a pr is oner by the War Department. 
A letter from Col. H. R. Andreas, U. S •. Army retired 9 ship .e out 
of thE? hillippines bec£:use f wounds aometiLle during +he fighting 
made Jewell believe tru:t Sbei~ron was still alive and. ... h· t if Bo he 
wo\L .. d be a pris ner et the above camp. 

Flea~e query the Tar Department again ana get any frag 1ent of 
information you can about it. 

Another thing: 

lirietta Brooks said Max put it, his &p lication i n the 0N0P 
in Tew Orleans 1st r'."'eJtember for · Li uten .. nt J. G., in ny sort of 
constr1ction worm or in ra ar lot planning. He had a letter from 
New Orleans sayi ·1g that they had no o:peninp;s for ·men of his qualifi­
es ti ons and th& t is the last t ey have heard of it. He ai:1d :Marietta 
want you to ask the avy to reconsider his application . ~~x has 
three ye'ars mili tery training, three years civ·i.l engineering, and is 
36 years old, h&s nife and one child. I would ull out the best am­
munition on this, I believe 9 because he is certainly a quali fied per­
son end Marietta is o e of them.st c~p ble 'nd active women I know. 
I'd like to give her reason to continue to be so--or even more so. 
She took me to the Austin Vloman'• Club luncheon today and I met nine 
jillion women. Austin's best. I get so involived in that sort of thing 
it's a little difficult to put a stop to it and get on with the work. 

Love 



--.. 

2. 

I want to point out three things I didn't know before--wL1ch you pro­
bably did . 

First, they pay the heat, power , and lights for these premises 
--in other ,,,orda, the bill we get is for lights and. wa. ter and power 
used at the transmitter only. 

Second, if we desire to remove the studios from this location we 
can do so by giving them ten days notice and allowing them"radio ad­
vertising in the amount of 150 per month for a period of 5 years or 
ao long as I>arty of the 1itnnd :part occupies the second floor of the 
ilmot Building as space for his school."lZI In other words, if we 

did move to the Brown Building we would still be obligated to allow 
them 150 worth of advtrtisin~ {not $300) until their lease expires 
here, which I think is July 1944. I do not know about the possibili­
ties of getting out of such an arrangement but that is what this con­
tract says. Anyway , it is something to think about. 

Third, nowhere in this lease agreement does it say how long it 
rune--no de. te is given for termination. It says e: lease was entered 
into between ~ ilmot and Belman on June, 13, 1939, · snd I presume this 
one v,aa entered into shortly thereafter. The only thing about ter­
mination ia t h is, .,and 1 t is further agreed the t t, is a signment is 
to run concurrent with the above le~se froin llre. Anna G. Wilmot to C. 
R. Belman". No date concerning that lease's terminati on is menti ned. 

Tr is mor1 in,g,: I went to see [I-. Belman. who vtas out, and trs. Bel­
man said their lease ran until July 1944, she thought. 

~1st run, dear, will write very much more tomorrow. 

All my love, 


