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I ' ve "been reeding your letter of April 17 about Duke Richardson. 
I talked to Richardson ebout three hours on the train going to Dallas 
and liked him very much. He sounds like a rather good sales~en, has 
some ideas, is the sort of man whµ would me.ke himself a part of the com­
"'ouni ty in a short time, I believe , --and the more I see of this business 
the more essential I come to regard that . However, I just don ' t think 
it ,_1rou ld ~:-rork to h2 v':: 1:-;o th hi1.2 r nd Escoe here . For one thing, it would 
build up the c osd:3 s a heck of 2 lot . And then I doubt that it could work 
without friction , both ·sscoe an.J. Richardson being uboss . " And I don ' t 
have the heart to fire Escoe. I think between Sherman and Richardson 
v.re ~;;ould do better to take Sherman, because his value as a salesman in 
the community :.: nd general ''promo ti on man» be tvv'een us and the community 
would already be ests:blished and we could cssh in on it, wheras in Richr, 
ardson ' s case we couldn ' t for six months or so, and it would be obvious 
to both him and Escoe that he w&s .just being groomed for the menager job. 

w·e have been t2.king uu the cappets in the reception root:1 and the 
little office where 1m.ss Sneed lteeps books. The terrazo floor underneath, 
cf ter wuch scrubr>ing, looks very neat end nice indeed . '.le have to keep 
the ca ppets down in the big studio, sm£ller studio, end control room be­
cause of sound proofing. I shall ask Jamie to make me &n estimate on 
hovv much linoleum olfi these three surfc;Ces would cost . 

'Ye h.ave the engineer problem ,ius t abov t solved. A young man named 
Don Lauderdale v-1ho worked for JO.,JQW is coming to work for us tornorrow, 
Escoe says .. IQJCW has more engineers than they need end they are glad to 
releese him, according to Escoe . I t has been the policy of the radio 
stations, both of them, in the psst to hire University engineering stu­
dents, several of them for part time, i n or der to give them practical 
experience . This Don Lauderdale is one £:nd he is now Wen ting to -go to 
work full time e.nd KNOW is perfec tly willing to release him . llEea:nwhile 
this Fleet who works for Pau.l wants to be tutored by Farmer and take his 
]'CC exGm about August and the:rm go to work for us . That would give Paul 
four rnonths to be thinl(ing a:1)ou.t replacing him . ·ve will work out some­
thing sc: ti sf 2, c tor.v to Pc ul or ·we .. von ' t h2ve the man , but if he does "'Na nt 
to improve himself and lea.rn radio engineering I don ' t see why he-shouldn ' t 
go to ~wrk for us re ther the:n vre,nd.er off to some one else. Do you? And 
a 4F is greatly to be sought after. 

Escoe has collected )85 on the loca 1 accounts since ,He he d our big 

conference on~ t - ctCCoun s two weeka r~o ~ 
· 

0 cs l,omorrow . 
He expects to collect 



,::., . 
~iggest part 

$60 . more toda.y. The ~ of th~emeining accounts receivc:ble is ten 
national &:ccounts toteling )1709.32. :,scoe has been in behind our 
re1)resen t2tive, the ~ralker Comp&ny, to get -them to help collect these. 
I h&ve seen their G:nswer s&y-1 ng they vrill go to vrnrk on all of the!11 at 
once. I have also been &.f ter hi r,1 to write ea ch of these ten c omp2 nies 
direct. If he does not do so tod&y. I shall. 

Al;0u t Geoffrey Connally. I te llrnd to 1\rI-s. Johns on and she sc: id 
of c ourse she ':70Uld h&.ve him st&.y with her and give him two meals a d2y. 
I thinl: it is an excellent idea and do you ·went to write him or shall I? 
I would surely love to have someone dep endable in ttis personnel. And it 
would be rn ighty good to have s0· 1eone-b~y-the-name of Connc.lly in it! Let's 
by all means :3ee if we can work it out- - §.!29:. quick. 

Dear, I went to see Dr. Beverly e1nd it was G.n experience the t left 
me simply drained. I remember the handsome, well-dressed successful 
doctor, a. rt12.n of substc: nqe &1.1d prestige in the community. 4 He is shrunken 
and pitiful looking and cries all the time. His mind is not really af­
fected but he is just so weak he cen ' t help crying--it is nervousness. 
It made me think I am going to la:mb,HJ t you if you don ' t eat more regularly, 
lie in the sun, get some exerdise, and have very little to drink , do you 
he&r rne? M 6:112,'= .... r t.e Dee.r, I wish you'd write him every now, and then •• 
he must be so dreednully lonely--and his ·friends, unfortunately, are 
2.mong those importa.nt and busy people who don ' t have time to SI)end vvi th a 
sick man--not even with the best and kindest of intentinns. He listens 
to the radio all the time and I told him he would have to help on ideas 
to i mprove ou r station . 

3 ovt about :Novy and the power rate . His engineer, Fred Sebastian, 
a mighty fine end smart fel10~•1 ap perently, went out to the transmitter, 
went over all our e quipment looked over the bills for the last six months 
and has this to report ; Our engineer. Farmer, is keeping the ra. te down 
to the b&res t minirnum--tha t i ~. we are not consuming a. bit more than we 
have to . We are getting a t1 comrnercial" re.te, ·.nl' ich Sebastein says is 
the crumb of the crop--the sort e sme.ll merchant h&s for his show window~s 
and next to the poorest rate given . Our bill runs around ; 70 per month . 
If we had the same r&. te residences get our bill would be around w47 . I f 

, J we cou get tne industriel -:r&t6\ · t ~~rould be around $30. The trouble is 
•~_.'.?P--tii~that in getting the industrial re,te it is the policy of the di ty to ch&rge 

V_()f lfor a minimum of 20 J.fVA . ·'le do not need 20 KVA; we use about 5 K"VA. If 
1. we got the industrial rate and were charged for the minimum of 20 KVA our 

bill would be just a.bout v1hat it is now--you see, the industri&:l r&.te is 
that much lower than the commercial rate . The book of power rates put out 
by the Federal Power Commission has~ of course , a little description of the 
Austin rates and under industriE:l rates it says the mimirnum bill shall be 
not less than ,/50, but §;Q..~~ no:t_ say that folks must be charged for a t 
least 20 KVA •••• that has been an interpretation and policy of the city, 
ho·wever . Novy says what we ought to try to do is get on the industri~l 
rate and just be chc.rged for \Yha t we actually use .2.!:. either pay the min­
imum it specifies in the Feders.l Power Commission re te book . He says he 
will talk to the l/fayor about it . I told him I surely wanted to get a.ny re­
duction in rates I might be considered entitled to, but I did not want to 
bad enough to embarrass the I.2yor of ~.7al ter Seaholm . He said ,ius t let him 
talk to those gentlemen e.nd I said fine and let me hear their attitude . 
He .f!id get a clause put in the rate book to keep down the rates on his 
C OOlino- system r ~ 

o ~ s ana saved thereby h d . un reds of doll ... rs ,. 
~~ . ~ ' \ "' a year . 


