
Kay 1. 1943 

Dearest• 

Thia mornin Kr. Eaeoe and I nnt do1m to see Vr • Stark. I presented 
it a you and I discus ed. it, and in as friendly but o~oeful a manner ae 
I am capable of ... '!I bought ,,;his station an p id for it with · between 
7000 &.nd 8000 acoounta reoeivabl• on it--the purchase pr1ce was partly 
etermined. by the value of hese cooun a I we.a puroh sein • Hero l find 

A_,.,.. one of the l r est onev., ror 806. Which booause it w a in the name or th• 
Driaiill waa quite ood. is ·n st,te or oonfueion an nobody•• to know 
what is what. It means a lot to ua., beoause we•d oounted on collecting but 
you've al,rays b en uoh a good friend to us and we have no intent1on of bein 
unr asonabl • ihat wo wa:ut to find out is tho truth and we hope you can help 
ua arrive t th t, eto. eto. And • oul lik to he.v your a vioe on what 
we can a.nd should do next •• etc." 

Ur. Stark eaid approxi toly this, "I did not author1&e this aocount. 
I did not ever n er any arrangement with Dr. Ulmer to run advort'i.ain . on 
the atatlon d 1f he £&Ve orders to run auch advertising he did it without 
author1&&t1on or aey right to do so. 1 did buy eane time from him,• little 
bit. on the Tyler atation, thinkin it would be good business to et to 
thoae oil men dova1 there who aro al ways coming to Austin-. But that bad 
nothing to do with the at&t1on here. Ulm.er still owes me quite a lot, -
around 400 I believe. and 1 gueaa I'll juat have to mark 1t off the books.• 

Kr. Stark further aaid that he had never received monthly 1tatem.eut• 
ot thie indebtedn••• and tha.t if' h• had the right or wron : of' it would ha.Ye 
been cleared up long a o. oaater • when I went to ••• him aaid thia.t ha sent 
him statcm.enta after eaoh yearly audit. In a.newer to the la.at auoh statement, 
sent after July 31., 1942., Stark anewared, dated September l, 19421 "'In 
reference to the attaohed at tement ft beg to advia• that we have never re­
ceived a etatement nor haYe •• ever authori&ed any euoh account as the one 
attached hereto." 

Thia was notification that the account of $806 waa at lea.st diaputed 
and prob ... bly not coll4t<>tible. and I told Mr. Oaater that it aeesned to ma 
it ahould have been_ pointed out to ua in th4t audit under which we bou ht 
the prop•rv, so that we 1f0uld recogn.11• it w.a a heok of a lot leas valuable 
than it looked. He said that that •audit~ wa1 a liet or accounta receivable 
aa reflected by the books and the books showed it that way. He alao aaid 
that when Ray l.ee went over the aooounta with him 1n Att&"U•t• 1942, this wae 
pointed out to him a.a a probable bad aooount. He ••emed to think Ray waa 
looking over the booka 1n our 1ntereat, ••• Hewas not, was hef 

Jlr. Stark said that any aooounta tor advertiaing which he made were 



in black and whlza and signed by him••h• did not make oral anangementa tor 
purchases ot ,my kind of advertid.ng. 11• aa1d that; when he •• preaanted 
with that portion ot Ulo aooount which he had aotually author11e4 an4 a1gned 
tor by•• aooe last --•k he had paid him--and he did. a cheolc t~r 100. 

Be eaid that he•• mighty eorr.v about ua being oa.ught in a situation 
like this and he wiahed ft had looked into th1• partioula.t aocount before 
•• purohaa-.d 1t. beoa.uae he hated tor ua to bo the losers. but that h• was 
not reppona1ble tor 1t1a being run. -

I asked him point blank what he thou ht the next etep we should take 
waa and he aa1d he didn't know. I a.eked him. in exactly whflt manner l don•t 
remcber, what responaibilit"/ he hou rht Ulmer had to us 11.l th• mix-up and 
he aaid h• had no 1 •• 

Aa a ma.tter ot fact, we have no aubatantiatin0 evidence. no signed 
oontra.ote or greement,. to a1ot1 that the ocou t-•what remain• of it after 
th• 100 •• paid•- s a.uthorhed. We have. so f r as I u.n find• only the 
r•oorde on our boos or pot bein~ run every day from ab out lo~amber. 19S9, 
to February, 1942. 

It aeema tone we have thre recour et 

1. sue the Dris 111 
2 • Harl: it ott tbe books 
a. Writ• Dr. Ulmer putting it up to him aa a oral reaponaibility and 

at least h&vo the satisfaction of lett1nc him know •e consider it hia respon­
aibility. I have no hope anything will ever oome of it. 

I efinitily do wot want to auo the riakill and I don•t think fl have 
enou0 h to etand on 1f we did. I think that•• might aa well mark 1t otf the 
book•• oo July 31, the end of our fi1oal year, but 1n the meantime I thiDJc 
we ought to aend Dr. Ulmer a regias-t ered, receipt requested, letter and I'll 
draft one and eend it to you. either today or tomorrow. You can tell me 
vhather to writs it and 1n whoa• llUle. I auggeat ffJ1 own. 

About Barron., Mr. Eaooe wont to aee him thie morn1n and is writing a 
memo about the r aulta o~ it, whioh I will enoloee. 

Thia aorn1ng ~ litt le boy Wilton round who mi ht qualify for one or 
th• patrona • job• in your of'f1oe oame to aee ••• I am 4tnoloe1ng hi• appU.­
oation tor your pen11al. l was not very well impreeaed. H• 1a little and 
freokled taoe. not muoh poi••• oan uae the typewriter but by the hunt and 
peck sy•t•. ha.a done S m.ontha of tiling at Soe.rbrough•a. He a1ked entirely 
too many que•tiona about "Do you &•t time and a half 8or over--t1aet" and 
"How many hour• are you expeoted to work and on lilat a ittat• to auit me, 
However. he did ••am eager to go, said he oould be rea.Jy on a fff iaya notice, 
and wauta me to let him know aa eoon aa poaeible. I told him the elevator 
job paid 0100 and if h• oould be useful 1n the ottlo• cmd apent enou b time 
in it, he would reoi'ive an additional 25 from the otfioe. I told hill I was 
not aur• he had had enough expor1enoe to be worth oh to us in the ottioe 
and he seemed to think he could learn and to be inter• ted. ln m:, opinion. 



h• 11 pr•tty aeoond•rate., but i£ you need somebody badly h• ou ht to be able 
to do you some good. And there certainly isn't an:, ohoioel . He ea.ya he baa 
a spot on ~lung and think.a he won't be oa.ll•d• but h•'ll be 18 1n three 
weeks and I bet he ie one by Au uat. 

I've ha.d three eetimatoa on the refiniehine; or t e an piano and 
auoh of the ot ioe fu.nniture as ill be improved by it. Not all of the 
offioe furniture ne xla it and it i darned apenaive-- 12.50 tor th• oak 
deak Uiaa Sneed use,, 4.00 tor the awivel chair, eto. The piano pr1o•• 
rang• #50 (J. a. Reo4). 45 ( Auetin Uphol.ewry co.), and the Pteifter 
lluaio ·Oo. will et ine know their• def itlly by 6 p.m.. I ehall get pr1e•• 
fro.m eve17bod.y w o does it before I deoide~ I have looked at all the a tor-ea 
carryin office ·urn1ture. exc pt one, and shAll thoatouGhly ch•ck !!!.•• 
well as eoond•h&nd plaoea before I buy any. 

Our al~ 1 st month 
will b ready by Suturday 

re about 3200. a little bett er. The stat ~ment 
• lbooe a.ys. 

Goodb.,• and deare t love, 

Barfield called me yesterday ·o say he had found a boy he considered top• 
notoh for a program. director. John Hix. ·making about 75 a w"k at present 
on on of the bi· watta. e stations in Dalla•• whio; one I don't remember. 
ll• ia rried 1· one c ild--aam draft . situation as ~oo• and Hartield., 

rtiel aaya e has i t·on, trainin6• talent a .. plenty. i e. darn ood 
announcer and thinks • will b re~t e.ddit1on to the sta.tion••will give 
the 1aleemen a &thing to ••11. Re thinks he will work for ua for ..,50 
& WMk., b oause he wanta to oo • to Auatin .. •h1a wife want t finish her 
Un1Yers1 ty work and he wants to r;row with a co in ,tat.i.on. I r lided hia 
that that would be uppin& our expenaea Cl5 a weak, or 05 a month nd that 
•• tt1Uat restrain ourselves aa wch aa we pos nlbly could trom: doing until• 
were male in6 aome money• but 1 t waa oin " to be hia reeponai bili ty to make the 
atation ~ and he •ould have to chooae hiw own tools o make it ~• It he 
thought tnia boy would pay dlvidenda to h1r• him. I do not think we oan et 
a good program dir dtor tor 85. Barfield will let me know if he :la coming. 


