
Dearest Lyndon : 

49:) 1 30th .t lace , N. 'f T. , 
Washington, ) . C. , 
July 14, 1947. 

I talkf)d to Uncle John Hill o.bout noon today. I am 
sorry I can ' t tell you that I got the answers :'ro1-ii his own lips 
in the exact fom you outlined, b11t I do believe I got the in­
formation from him to fill in the answers, so here goes. 

He says that he stands on the er:timates of the a.mounts 
of timber on '8¥..hi bi ts A and B as sAt ~orth in his letter of' March 18 
£.nd on the Astimate of the runount of tinff)er on the ?rv" acres that 
2assed lUldPr the will as set forth in h_is lt.st letter o: July lj.th. 
When I ex_plained to hir1 th~t on adding thes~ t:1ree .figures --
8"ri ,J,00 plus 6n0, ()(V", plus 3rY1, Ol"i() &nd multiplyine the total 
1,700,000 by $13.50 per thousand feet I got almost $23,0Gn.nn, 
whereas the timber had sold for only $18,4f'\0, he su.icl this: "We 
did not sell the timber at $13.5~ ~er thousand feet but we sold 
whatever 3.Illount of footE..ge might grm1 on this whole l T'() b.Crt=!S 

for the blanket sv.m oi' Ol8,4r)f,. One man might fiQ,trf' it to be 
1: 5N), n00; another man might figure it to be 1, 8nri, (V)f"'I, etc, but 
it was a flat sum for whatever was f01md to be there. 11 I divided 
this t _otal footage of 1, 70ri,n0"' into ~18,1~00 and got a ...)rice of 
~1ln .83. Multiplying the thousttnds of f'eet he estimates on A ai.,d. 
B and ''will'' land by $10.83 gives you the sums you see on your en-
closed questiiona:.re. 

I read him the sentence from Mr. Ara.n.t ' s letter wherP 
11.rant said that uncle John ho.d told him the bulk of the timber came 
of:' of Exhibit B lands, end &SkP,d what about that . He -:;aid he 
guea8ed Le must have b~en ju.:;t se:pc..rating out ~Y ... hibit A lands on 
one hand, a"1d including with Bxhibit B lu.nds th€" ? n acres that 
passed under the will. That l J tho onl.JT way he could explain making 
such a statement. 

I think we had better forget the ~13.50 per thousand feet 
that Uncle John used -- it is BimJly not a correct figure . I be­
lieve I know how he arrived. Lt it, a-tYl can outline it for you but 
suggest you just igno::ce this :paragraph to avoid ::'urthPr confusion. 
TI8 took 8nri,"01 feet on A, 6n0,n('\n feet on 3, 8..i"l.d l/")11,1"\00 feet on 
Section 35 of the ''will" le,nd., added them, got 1,5°n,',01J. You uill 



see these are the figu.res he gave us in his letter of March 18 -­
hA did not at that time include the 80 acres in So0ction 36 of the 
1'willu land. This 811 acres of Section 36 is what hA speeJrn of 
thAir not Hfinding'' or theparating out'' until th~ meeting bAtween 
Arant, Harry and John ~·lill on J""...Uln. :;:4. I>osstbly he had it mixod 
u) with "P.xhib:.t B. Fe took this 1,5n0,nnl") and divided:. it into 
S2n ,5nn and got, roughly, <'!;13 .5("\ per thousand ZAet. l•tf guess is 
he us~d the f~ ,...,, .• ~ '-t'~ ., :/' instead oi' $18 ,4~n bect..use ~~n .,500 Wcl.S 

the amount of ~he whole sc1.le -- Harry rpcei ved c.. separate chec!c 
:'or ~;~, lno .?or timber o i:"'f his 16 ac:i:•e tract. He hua been lookinc 
at it .ror so long from .the sa.lAoman's 7lf'li_point i dealing with 
the [)urchuae~411f(>ickAri~that tbis c;20 ,50""' iJ the ~ 4n[..t stands 
out in his mind, and. he Just dividAd. thn f0ot4_;e into it without 
reasoning it out. 

Now as for the vu.lue of the three )PT·cels - A, 1 cm.d 11will" 
land, a~ter the timber iu rerioved. Uncle J8hn sc1.id th&t the ~igures 
hP. cave J. rant wern u:::: correct Ei.S he ca.Tl uakr- tb=·m. Hr. Arant &..tl..:ed 
hir11 to yut £. value on the s~ctionn of land in the H 11 . lace (that 
ic, whate-;er _portion Eff ir-- owned in each '-.JACt ;_on1 , and this he d:.d, 
just listing sections 1, 1,,..,, 30, 6, 7, 35, etc., end .,.)u,:;t:.ng the 
v&lu9s .?fter ther1 without 3o.ct Lne ot·t t,_tp l i:'£'Ar'9nt section3 under 
the Lead.... o:' A, B b.na. 1'1:ill 1' l: .rnln. l,lr. .i.:"ant c:td ~:w 1~rt:..n...., O'lt 

himsAl::' ana_ adderl U,) the t,·/cl..l valuN1 of !\., B and "will" lFind a--;cord­
i!1.3 to the sLeets he OE':!:l°t us. Therpf 0rP, Fnclc JoLn d.id. not rcrucm­
ber .. t the tt'le:phone, without 1.i.is re-cords, tLe ·,c.i.lue -',jhb.t he 1ioul~ 
..t)l{.....ce on .d., B L1"d ' 1w.:.:i.l 11 lc,.,:,.1ds, but tolA. ri ... c- th' t tLe valuf' &.~• to 
each section 110..J cor.:oct und if I would ju<Jt sort thAi.J,. o--..i:.. I 7 0t ld 
[trrive a.t. his estimate of the values for t.he .h., 3 and 1•~7.i.2.1" lands. 

Dar ling, I started to write Mr.. Arant . I was going to 
tell him that I -would <.,.cgree to the division of the land us outlined., 
that is, Effie ' s estate getting Ex.1-iibit A and the rrwill" lands, and 
Harry getting 'F:xhibit B, and I undertaking to recom:_pcn.3e To:mn1.Y u.nd 
Tony for their share of Ex.1:iblt B 15..:.id.s &.nd timber, d,nd we q1 .. lit­
claiming thA lCn hcren to Hr..rry ::..nd the lb(' acrAs to the P&.rker heirs, 
but I would not L.gree to a :>n-:,>n divj_sion of thR timbe1· moneJ und. 
wanted hira. to try to pf foct ri. divi-Jion more Oi1 the linee. of the 
~l:'fii:-- eGtLte lf nda huv.;.116 2.,lOO,l)f\l'\ '\1P.t of tiLOPl', L.:"d thP. !I,J..!'ry 

-~ -



lr.nd having 6nn ,OC'1
) .feet. In other words, I 011e__;ht to get t.:bout 

t 11, 01;0 of the -to ts.1 rem~in lng Ql'"(, 5C'•r t:.nd Hti.r•r: ought to cet 
(..,,bout ~G, 000. :IowP,rer, I lo,.)}CPd in the file& und saw that you 
ht:.d wr:1 tten J.rt..nt on Ju::i.J ~, irn.~truct i11x_; h.i.m to ma;m another _pro­
J;)os i tion to Harry so I tun not, of' course, going to 11rite Ji . .1,·t.r.t 
any ..:'nrther inutrvction..; i.mtil he get~, an. unswex· o~t of E-rry 
on thiz. I will .Jena. 1 ro.nt , , COi:JY of Unc:.e John t a letter of July 4 
_t;>lus Ev resume of nv telei)hone conversation with him aG outlined 
he1·ein to you . Incidento.lly, I triPd to work out the .)roposi tion 
you su.e1gested Hr . c'..rant P'l.a..'k:e to Harry i:::1 d.olL..trs lmd cents, L,nd 
it com'?s out .]rL.ctic:..lly lH:P the one .L wL.n d.bout to ~1s.ke to J. ..:rant 
that in, r ... d.:i:-:rlR1oi1 of the timber moneJ on the ~~ll,(')0() - f.;6 ,"0() 

Uncle John told illA that he l,._::. d seen Harry ana_ that H:...r1·y 
Gaid he had. rec,c,i ved e. l11tter ..:'ror,1 Ar ...... nt rmd had answered it, but 
did not tell Uncle Jo1m how he hL.d u.nswe.1.·ed . 

I a111 enclosi.n1.3 .four g_ne.stionaire filled out . 

Te arn ali. ctoing fine. You know bJ now thLt Lynda b.rri ved 
ct..f e c..nd ha:9py. I am r'eeling quite fl ok'' though my ·b~-ck ut:.11 ln,1..rt.J 
some . 

All :my love a.lwaJs. (' , 

~YJd" } _,,.; 
,J CJ 
Glau.di~ T. Johnson. 



1. What is the value of the timber that came off the 881) acres 
described in -r.t..xhibit A? 

AnSWF" : $806() . '.)() 

2. ">1hat iB the value o:' the timber that carn.r-: of.' the ZC'() acreB 
of land that .,_)assed under L. .tlattillo I s will to .t

11~unt EffiP­
( 12n s.cren in 11:lction 35 f .. :1.d. 811 acres in Section 3tJ)? 

J\.nswi::r : $3250 J)/\ 

3. Jhat is the value o:' the timber that came o.:. .. f the 64n acres 
described. in EYJ1ibit B? 

J\nswer: $65(),. nn~-

4. What value do you !)lt .. ce on t,he 880 facres with timper removed? 

Answer : ¢9620.()0 

5. Hhat value do Jou :?la.co on the uv, acres w::.th t:i..rnber removed? 

Im.ewer: ~;1660 . ')O 

6. 11hat value do you Ijlace on the 640 acres with timber removed? 

;.nswer: ¢746() 

*I1ote: ':1hese .:'i tu:res are correct within. a few dollc..rs. I did not 
ca:c:r-y out my clE>cim&ls - - if I had it would hc.-.ve been som~thing like 
$ln. 8~66, etc. :per thousc:na. feet . .Jo I used $10 . 83. 

Adddi:ng the value of Exhibit B &.nd thA timber off ~xllibit 3 you get 
513,960. If I off Pred to _Jay To~· one-sirth of this for his share in 
11:xhibit :B la.ndR and timber, it will be r;23~7.rv), or a total o:' t4G54 
for both TOIIDJlY c..nd Tony . 

You i:-1ill, I am sure ,notice that the valuA of ~1ibit A land :Jlus the 
t.imber o4:f Exhibit A land comes to $18,281'"\.rv) wh::.ch fallo short o.f the 
$22 ,O'Y) J)() t.Jhcle John at one tim9 estinated as the v-alue of F,xhibit A. 
However, I think we had. better just let this ride. Lyndon, I w:...nt to 
send 'rommy copies of ~L~ ... ant ' s l9tters of JlLYle 26t1i ci.:nd. subseg_u0nt letters 
that he.we gone bac~cwo.rds rmd forW[J,rds between me end Uncle John s.s soon 
! "" "0ossible, but w:.11 wait :J.ntil word. ::·rom you. -- Z:.,UL _;:/~~ ~ :,_,..~ ., -"'...: • . 
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