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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE

WASHINGTON 23, D. €. —GCONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON
March 2 8 1961
DECLASSIFIED

Authorlty AZcacte L4 /2/20/26
pear Mire Ferry: By.i224 —, NARS, Date, L2122

I understand that the Vice President has agreed to head the
President's delegation to the independence ceremonies of the
Republic of Senegal at Dakar on April 3 and L.

In this connection, I enclose for the Vice President!s
information a confidential briefing memorandum on Senegal, together
with the unclassified "country paper®™ which gives general background
information and statistics. I have also included biographic sketches
of President Senghor, Prime Minister Dia, Foreign Minister Thiam
and the President of the National Assembly, Mr. Lamine Gueye.

We believe it would be appropriate for the Vice President to
make a brief statement on arrival in Dakar, and he will be expected
to make a few remarks when he is presented to President Senghor,
Suggested texts are enclosed. The Vice President will probably wish
to take advantage of the latter occasion to present to President
Senghor the personal gift from the President which is customary at
events of this kind. The gift will be a large Steuben vase, appro-
priately mounted, which the Department will arrange to deliver to the
Vice President's plane before departure from Washington.

Sincerely yours,

Assistant Secretar

Enclosures:

l. Confidential briefing memorandum.,

2, Unclassified country paper.

3. Biographic sketches.

Lo Suggested arrival statement.

5. Suggested statement on presentation of gift.

Mr. Arthur Perry,
Office of the Vice President.
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Dear Mr, Perry: By 4243 __, NARS, Date-Z2/22

I understand that the Viee President has agreed to head the
President's delegation %o the independence ceremonies of the

Republic of Semegal at Dakar om April 3 and k.

In this comnestion, I enclose for the Vice President's
information a confidential briefing memorandum on Semegal, together
with the unclassified "eountry paper” which gives gemeral background
information and statistics. I have also inecluded biographic sketches
of President Senghor, Prime Minister Dia, Foreign Minister Thiam
and the President of the National Assembly, Mr, Lamine Gueye.

¥We believe it would be appropriate for the Vice FPresidemt to
make a brief statement om arrival in Dakar, and he will be expected
%0 make a few remarks wvhen he is presented te FPresident Sengher.
Suggested texts are enclosed. The Viss President will probably wish
to take advantage of the latter occasion to present to President
Senghor the personal gift from the President which is customary at
events of this kind. The gift will be a large Steuben vase, appro-
priately mounted, which the Department will arrange to deliver to the
Viee President's plane before departure frem Washingtoen.

Sincerely yours,

Brooks Hays
Assistant Seeretary

Enclosures!

1, Confidential briefing memorandum.

2. Unclassified country paper.

3. Blographic sketches.

ke Suggested arrival statement.

§, Suggested statement om presentation of gift.

My, Arthur Perry,
Office of the Vice Presidemnt.
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Biographic Information Division

SENGHOK, Ieopold-Sedar SENEGAL

Moderate in his views, Senghor has expressed concern over the Communist
influence in the Mali Republic and feels that it poses a greater threat than
in Cuinea, He has supported the UN intervention in the Belgian Congo. A
French official who knows Senghor well has said thet although he is a good
and intelligent man, he does not have a strong character.

DIA, Mamadou

Mamadou Dia, who was long considered e protege of Leopold Senghor, hae
developed into a strong politician in his own right, and is considered one
of the outstanding leaders of former French West Africa. Able, intelligent,
and hardworking, he has concentrated on the political, economic amd social
development of Senegal.

LAMINU-GU.'YE, Amadou

Although the prestige of Lamine-Gueye has declined in the past few years,
he has continued to play an importent role in Senegal, Described as amenable
to flattery, he wezs reportedly scceptable to the Soudanese for the post of
President of the Mali Federation, for the reason that they felt he would be
more easily manipulated than Leopold Senghor, the Senegulcse candidate.

THIAM, Doudou

Thiam is described as intellirent and able., Soft-spoken and moderate
in outlook, he is considered to ve well-disposed toward the West.

INR/RFB/BI March 1961
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BRIEFING MEMORANDUM FOR THE VICE PRESIDENT
CONCERNING THE REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL

(Should be read in conjunction with
the unclassified country paper trans-
mitted under same cover),

General

Senegal was the oldest French West African dependency and had
long experience of electoral politics while still a colony. 1Its
Government is therefore more tolerant of political dissent than
most African regimes. There is a relatively large educated popu-
lation, and President Senghor himself is a distinguished poet and
man of letters. Senegal's development plans are sober and realistic;
they concentrate on education, especially vecational training, and
on improvements in agricultural productivity, not on economically
wasteful prestige projects.

International Relations

The Senegalese Government is basically pro-Western, within the
framework of a formal posture of non-alignment. Senegal remains
within the Community, and its relations with France are very close.
Over three-quarters of its fereign trade is with France, and the
French enjoy military base rights in Senegal.

In African politics, Senegal's basic problem is to break out
of the isolation in which it found itself after the dissolution of
the former Mali Federation (composed of Senegal and the present
Mali Republic). A trade boycott imposed by Mali has deprived Sene-
gal ef its natural economic hinterland. Guinea, Senegal's southern
neighbor, is not overtly hostile, but the leftist Guinean regime
has clese links with Mali and considers the moderate Senegalese
Government to be a puppet of France.

Senegal has reacted to this situation by cultivating close ties
with the pro-Western "Brazzaville Group" ef twelve former French
tropical African dependencies - besides Senegal, the Conseil de
1'Entente states (Ivory Ceast, Upper Volta, Dahomey, and Niger),
Cameroun, Madagascar, Mauritania, and the former French Equaterial
African colonies (Gabon, Congo Republic, Central African Republic,

DECLASSIFIED and Chad).

E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4
Byckaie.. NARA, Datede- OB
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