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Leopold Sedar Senghor, President of the Republic of Senegal 

BORN on October 9, 1906 in Joal, Senegal, Leopold Sedar Senghor began his secondary 
studies in Dakar and continued his education in Paris. Having earned the highest degree 

for teaching, the agregation de grammaire, he taught in several French secondary schools 
until the war. In 1948 he joined the teaching staff of the ational School of France Overseas. 

After the Liberation of France Mr. Senghor was Deputy for Senegal to the two Constituent 
Assemblies of the French Republic in 1945 and 1946, and to the French National Assembly 
from 1946 to the end of the Fourth Republic. Secretary of State for Scientific Research in 
the French Government in 1955, he has also taken part in several international conferences 
and played an important role in UNESCO. 

Mr. Senghor was elected to the General Council of Senegal in 1946, and then to the Grand 
Council of French West Africa. In November 1956 he became mayor of Thies and in 1958 
he founded the African Regroupment Party (P.R.A.), one of the two largest political parties 
in French Black Africa. 

On April 4, 1959 Mr. Senghor was named President of the Legislative Assembly of the 
Federation of Mali, which included the Republic of Senegal and the Sudanese Republic. 
Senegal withdrew from the Federation on August 20, 1960. On September 5 of the same 
year Mr. Senghor was elected President of the Republic of Senegal. 

In addition to being a well-known statesman, Leopold Sedar Senghor is also a distinguished 
intellectual and the author of numerous volumes of poetry and essays. 
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AT a time when the new Republics in Africa and Madagascar are taking 
their place in the United Nations, the Press and Information 

Division of the French Embassy is pleased to present an overall picture 
of these countries and their peoples, to trace the principal steps in their 
progress toward unity and independence and to show how France has 
contributed to the political and economic development of these modern 
democratic States. 

The subject of this brochure is the Republic of Senegal. 



_,-THE REPUBLIC OF SENEGAL-
A Modern Democratic State 

IN the Referendum of September 28, 1958, the Constitution drafted by the 
Government of General de Gaulle, which provided for a completely new rela­

tionship between France and the Overseas Territories, was submitted to the people 
of France and of the French Union. 

CONSTITUTION 
In Senegal, 97 % of the voters cast their ballots in favor of adoption. Thus 

the Senegalese were free to choose between the various possible statuses offered 
by the Constitution. 

The members of the Territorial Assembly, who had been elected by direct 
universal suffrage, met on November 25, 1958 and proclaimed the Republic of 
Senegal. They adopted their own Constitution on January 24, 1959, after having 
joined with the Sudanese Republic on January 17 to form the Federation of Mali. 

On March 22, 1959 the first Legislative Assembly, composed of 80 deputies, 
was elected by universal suffrage. Mr. Mamadou Dia was invested by the new 
Assembly, on April 4, as President of the Council of Ministers of Senegal. 

On June 11, 1959 the Republic of Senegal-along with the Sudanese Republic, 
as part of the Mali Federation-entered into a Western African Customs Union 
agreement with the neighboring Islamic Republic of Mauritania and the members 
of the Council of the Entente (the Republics of the Ivory Coast, Dahomey, the 
Niger and the Upper Volta). 

On December 13, 1959 General de Gaulle, who was in Africa to attend the 
sixth session of the Executive Council of the Community, addressed the Federal 
Assembly of Mali in Dakar. He offered the member States of the Community the 
possibility of acceding to "international sovereignty." Shortly thereafter negotia­
tions were opened with France, and the independence of the Mali Federation 
was proclaimed on June 20, 1960. 

On August 20, 1960, however, as a result of serious disagreement with the 
Sudanese Republic on the implementation of the Mali Federal Constitution, the 
Republic of Senegal decided to withdraw from the Federation and proclaimed 
its own independence. 

On August 25 the National Assembly of Senegal adopted a new Constitution, 
and on September 5 Mr. Leopold Sedar Senghor was elected President of the 
Republic of Senegal. Two days later Mr. Mamadou Dia was invested by the 
National Assembly as President of the Council of Ministers. 

Voting in Dakar in the Referendum of September 28, 1958 
Under French sponsorship, the Republic of Senegal was admitted to the United 

Nations on September 28, 1960. 

The Constitution 
The Preamble of the new Constitution proclaims the independence of the 

Senegalese people and states that "the Republic of Senegal will spare no effort 
to achieve African unity." The Constitution also reaffirms the principles of the 
French Declaration of the Rights of Man. The motto of the Republic is "One 
people, one aim, one faith." French is the official language. 

National sovereignty belongs to the Senegalese people who exercise it through 
their representatives or by means of referendums. Suffrage may be either direct or 
indirect but it remains universal, equal and secret. 
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The political institutions of the Republic of Senegal are the President of the 
Republic, the Government, the National Assembly and the courts. 

The President of the Republic is elected every seven years by a special electoral 
college, meeting in congress, which includes in addition to the members of the 
National Assembly, one delegate from each regional assembly and one from 
each municipal council; he may be re-elected. Commander of the armed forces 
and President of the High Council of the Judiciary, he is the guardian of the 
Constitution and guarantor of the national independence and of the integrity of 
the territory. He negotiates and ratifies treaties and sees that they are respected; 
he presides over the Council of Ministers; he makes appointments to all the 
most important posts of the State. He promulgates the laws within a period of 
15 days after they have been passed by the National Assembly. He may, however, 
demand reconsideration of a Jaw which may not be refused, and he may ask the 
Supreme Court to rule on the constitutionality of a law. He may send messages 
to the National Assembly. 

The executive power is exercised by the President of the Council of Ministers, 
who is appointed by the President of the Republic and invested, after he has out­
lined his program, by an ab olute majority of the National Assembly. The 
President of the Council may choose his ministers from among the deputies to the 

ational Assembly or outside its membership. He has the power to issue regula­
tions; he is in charge of the administration and national defense. 

The legislative power is exercised by the National Assembly, elected for a term 
of five years by direct universal suffrage. lt ratifies or approves treaties and inter­
national agreements. 

The National Assembly may force the Government to resign either by the 
rejection of a vote of confidence asked for by the Government or by a motion 
of censure which, to be adopted, must be introduced by a quarter of the members 
of the Assembly and receive the vote of an absolute majority of the Assembly. 
The National Assembly may be dissolved if two ministerial crises have occurred 
within a period of 36 months. 

The judicial branch is independent of the executive and the legislative. The 
judicial authority is the guardian of the freedom of the individual. Judges may 
not be removed from office. 

The High Council of the Judiciary as ists the President of the Republic. 
The Supreme Court of the Republic determines the constitutionality of laws 

and international commitments. 
A High Court of Justice-appointed by the National Assembly from among 

its own membership-is competent, should the occasion arise, to try the President 
of the Republic for high treason and the members of the Government for crimes 
or misdemeanors committed in the performance of their duties. 

Local Government-At the present time Senegal is divided into six regions 
which have elected local assemblies, and 13 territorial circumscriptions headed 
by officials appointed in the Council of Ministers. There are 25 communes, or 
townships, with elected municipal councils. 

The Civil Service-The Republic of Senegal has 15,600 trained Senegalese 
civil servants. In addition, the French Republic furnishes over 1,000 experts 
as part of the technical assistance it provides under agreements signed between 
the two Republics. 

- HIGHLIGHTS OF HISTORY 

IN the seventeenth century Cardinal Richelieu encouraged the French to sett!~ 
at the mouth of the Senegal River. Fort Saint-Louis, named in honor of LoU1s 

XIV, was established at its present site in 1659. Several expeditions pushed into 
the interior of the country and a few settlements were established along the 
Faleme and Senegal Rivers. 

After the French Revolution of 1789 and the Napoleonic Empire, the settle­
ments of Goree and Saint-Louis-temporarily lost during these years of warfare­
were returned to France by the Congress of Vienna in 1815. The first attempts 
were made to bring modern education to the people and to develop agriculture; 
peanuts were the most successful of the various crops that were tried. 

Around 1840, forts were built on the upper Senegal, and the trek toward the 
south began. In 1854, Faidherbe established peace along the Senegal River, and 
protected the people from the raids of the Moors. Then he opened the way to 
Sudan by subduing the Tukuler conqueror El Hadj Omar, and attempted to 
link Saint-Louis and Dakar, where the French had landed in 1857. Meanwhile, 
settlements were established in the Serer country and along the Casamance River. 
Faidherbe's governorship was also characterized by his work in political, adminis­
trative and school organization. 

Faidherbe's successors carried on along these lines during the latter part of 
the nineteenth century, which was marked, above all, by economic expansion 
and especially by the development of peanut cultivation, the construction of a 
railroad from Dakar to Saint-Louis and the gradual growth of Dakar. 

Senegal became the headquarters of the government general of French West 
Africa which, in 1902, was transferred from Saint-Louis to Dakar. Thus the 
history of Senegal is bound up with that of all the other parts of the former 
Federation of French West Africa. During the first years of the twentieth century, 
rapid strides were made in the country's economic development and in the con­
struction of schools, hospitals, dispensaries and scientific institutes. 

French citizenship, which in 1916 had been granted to the inhabitants of the 
four communes of Saint-Louis, Dakar, Goree and Rufisque, was extended to all 
the Senegalese by the Constitution of 1946. The deputies and senators elected 
to the French Parliament-especially Mr. Senghor and Mr. Lamine-Gueye-and 
the labor unions played an important part in Senegal's political development. 
Political parties developed in conjunction with those of the other French West 
African Territories and strove to achieve national unity. The General Council, 
which originated in the nineteenth century, was transformed in 1952 into the 
Territorial Assembly and became the crucible of political life. 

All these factors contributed to a reorganization of the country. The Loi-cadre, 
which was passed in June 1956, led to the setting up of a local Government and 
increased the powers of the Territorial Assembly, elected by universal suffrage 
in 1957. In this way, the Senegalese themselves took more and more responsibility 
for the administration of their own affairs. 
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THE LAND 

T HE Republic of Senegal, which covers 76,000 square miles (approximately 

• the area of South Dakota), is bounded by the Atlantic Ocean on the west, 
and separated from the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, to the north, by the 
Senegal River. lt is bordered by the Sudanese Republic on the east, and by the 
Republic of Guinea, Portuguese Guinea and Gambia on the south. 

The geological structure of Senegal consists of a sedimentary basin formed 
in recent times, which lies between a strip of alluvial deposits along the coast 
and a very old massif of primitive rock on the east. Senegal is mostly a region of 
plains with an altitude of less than 650 feet, drained by the Senegal, Saloum, 
Gambia and Casamance Rivers. In the southeast, plateaus with a maximum 
altitude of 1,640 feet form the foothills of the Fouta-Djalon Mountains. North 
of Cape Verde the coast forms an almost straight line. Farther south, it is 
indented by many estuaries and is often marshy. 

Two well-defined seasons-one dry (November to July), the other moist-are 
the result of alternating winds from the northeast in the winter and from the 
southwest in the summer. During the humid months, the temperature averages 
between 81° and 84° Fahrenheit. 

The four major rivers in Senegal, very unequal in length, flow in almost 
parallel courses from east to west: 

the Senegal (1,054 miles), navigable for more than 155 miles at all times, and 
twice that distance during periods of high water; 

the Saloum, navigable as far as Kaolack (about 75 miles); 
the upper Gambia; 
the Casamance ( 186 miles long), navigable by large steamships from the coast 

to Ziguinchor ( about 43 miles). 

A crocodile hunt in the Serer region 

-------- -
------

Building of the Senegal radio station 
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View of Dakar, capitol of the Republic 

The Polois de Justice (court building) in Dakar 

THE PEOPLE 

SENEGAL has a population of 2,260,000, which is comparable to that of 
Oklahoma. The principal ethnic groups are the following: 709,000 Wolofs, 

323,000 Peuls, 304,000 Serer, 246,000 Tukulers, 111,000 Diola, 84,000 
Malinke, 31,000 Sarakile, 25,000 Moors and 47,000 Europeans. The average 
density is about 30 inhabitants per square mile. 

Two vernacular tongues may be considered as dominant in Senegal: Wolof 
and Poular, the language of the Tukulers and Peuls. 

Among all the ethnic groups, peanut cultivation is the principal occupation. 
Many of the Wolofs have jobs as white-collar workers. The Serer are remarkable 
chiefly for their skill as peanut growers. The Lebou of the Cape Verde peninsula 
are good fishermen, but they also engage in farming. The tribes living in the 
Casamance valley are occupied almost exclusively with rice growing. 

In the north the Senegalese, under the influence of their Mauritanian and 
Sudanese neighbors, have adopted the teachings of Islam, whereas in the south 
they have preserved their various ancestral religions almost intact. Many of the 
Senegalese have been converted to Catholicism in the regions of the Sine, Saloum 
and lower Casamance Rivers, and in the old communes (Dakar, Saint-Louis, 
Goree, Rufisque). The influence of the Protestant missions extends over a some­
what smaller area, centering around Dakar. 

Slightly more than three out of four Senegalese live in the rural areas. The 
total active population-that is, those of working age-has been estimated at 
1,200,000 persons: 280,000 in the urban centers and 920,000 in the rural areas. 
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This working population is divided as follows between the various sectors of 
the economy: 

Farming and stock raising-Composed largely of farmers and the members of 
their families who assist them, this group totals 1,100,000 persons. 

Artisans and skilled workers-There are 41,400 in this sector including 38,000 
independent artisans, 700 heads of enterprises and 2,700 wage earners. 

Workers in business, industry and transportation-Of the 39,000 African wage 
earners in this category, 17,500 work in transportation and services, and the 
rest in modem industrial enterprises. They have 7,000 European co-workers. 

Public services-This sector employs 33,000 African wage earners and 7,000 
Europeans. 

Dancers at the M'Bour festival 

Wolof woman 

A young Senegalese woman 



EDUCATION 

A MODERN educational system is an essential factor in the economic expansion 
as well as in the political development of the African countries. That is why 

• a long-range program of school construction financed by FIDES and F AC* has 
been under way in Senegal since the end of World War II. The first of the French­
language universities south of the Sahara was established at Dakar after the war. 

Elementary Education 
In 1959 a total of 91,900 pupils were enrolled in Senegal's elementary schools. 

There were approximately 2,000 classes with more than 3,500 teachers. About 
83% of the enrollment was in the public schools. 

Secondary Education 
Developments in secondary education have been keeping pace with the 

progress made in the elementary field. In January 1959 more than 7,000 students 
were pursuing secondary studies. At that time there were 285 teachers in 25 
secondary schools. 

Technical Education 
As of January 1959 Senegal had 19 technical schools with 200 teachers 

instructing over 2,000 students. 
The largest institution for technical education, the Delafosse Lycee in Dakar, 

gives theoretical instruction and vocational training, and also prepares students 
for the national schools of advanced engineering. 

INCREASE IN SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 

1955 1957 1959 

Elementary Education 55,600 70,000 91,900 

Public Schools 46,000 58,600 76,900 

Private Schools 9,600 11,400 15,000 

Secondary and Technical Education 6,200 6,700 9,500 

Public Schools 5,400 5,600 8,100

i Private Schools 800 r--i,100 1,400 

*FIDES, the Investment Fund for the Economic and Social Development of the Overseas 
Territories under the Fourth Republic, has now been replaced by FAC (Fund for Aid and 
Cooperation), a French Government agency for economic and technical assistance to the new 
States in Africa and Madagascar which have signed agreements of cooperation with the 
French Republic. 

Accounting course in the Delafosse lycee, 

) 

Faculty of liberal Arts and law, University of Dakar 

Students at the University of Dakar 
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Higher Education: The University of Dakar 
Dakar University is located in Fann Park, in a beautiful natural setting on the 

western shore of the Cape Verde peninsula carved from basalt and dotted with 
sandy coves. The student residences are near those of the professors, while the 
lecture halls of the various faculties, the libraries, laboratories and specialized

• institutes, situated near the athletic fields, are constantly being expanded. 
The foundations for higher education in French West Africa were laid in 

1948. In order to meet the need for locally trained doctors, a Medical and 
Pharmaceutical Preparatory School was established. Departments of Law, Science 
and Liberal Arts were added to the Medical School, forming the Institute of 
Higher Studies, organized by the Decree of April 6, 1950. These last three 
departments have since been replaced by corresponding faculties in Dakar 
University. 

The official inauguration of the campus of Dakar University in September 1957 
was a landmark in the history of education in French Africa. This university 
offers instruction of the highest quality, with standards equal to those of the 
universities in Metropolitan France. It trains the people Africa needs for posi­
tions in administration, technology, culture and research. Furthermore, African 
students who could not afford to study abroad are now able to receive the higher 
education they want in order to be of service in their own countries. 

INCREASING ENROLLMENTS 

Faculties 1950-5 I 

School of Medicine 
and Pharmacy 14 

Faculty of Science 30 
Faculty of Law 82 
Faculty of Liberal 

Arts 14 
Totals 140 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF DAKAR 
;

1952-53 1956-57 1957-58 1958-59 

56 96 116 149 
77 168 195 ~ 297 

137 193 482 564 

27 124 180 t 305 
297 581 973 1,315 

Laboratory in the School of Medicine and Pharmacy of Dakar University 

Destined by its geographical position to become an important center of African 
culture, Dakar University is being gradually expanded. New departments are 
being established: an Institute of Applied Economic and Commercial Studies, 
a Statistics Center and a Documentation Center to train the technicians and 
statisticians needed in the developing fields of industry, mining and business. 
The creation of a Pedagogical Institute was approved in 1959; this institute 
will be a great help in training the needed teaching personnel and studying the 
problems of the development and orientation of education in Africa. Creation 
of an African Cancer Research Center, of an Institute of Social Pediatrics, 
and of a School of Research, Study and Documentation on African Institutions 
and Legislation was also approved in 1960. 

Some of the departments are oriented toward the study of African civilizations, 
following the example already set by the French Institute of Black Africa, 
which is now part of the university. Thus Dakar University will give Africans 
an opportunity to study the values of their own cultural heritage while acquiring 
a deeper knowledge of the moral and technical values of the West. 

Aerial view of the University of Dakar 
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PUBLIC HEALTH 

PUBLIC health and preventive medical services similar to those in Europe were · 
set up at an early date in Senegal. The Dakar Public Health Service was 

established in 1905. 
In order to combat infant mortality, pediatric and maternity services, including 

prenatal and postnatal consultations were provided. Medical care for older 
children is furnished by the School Medical Inspection Service which gives at 
least two clinical examinations a year, with X rays, vaccinations and weekly 
distributions of preventive medicines against malaria. In 1958, approximately 
10 million consultations and over 500,000 vaccinations were given. 

PRINCIPAL HEALTH FACILITIES IN SENEGAL 

5 main hospitals (3 in Dakar, 1 in Saint-Louis, 1 in Kaolack) 
2 secondary hospitals (1 in Ziguinchor, 1 in Diourbel) 
25 health centers 
13 7 dispensaries 
39 specialized medical units, including maternity hospitals 
Total number of beds: 4,615 

There are operating rooms in Dakar, Saint-Louis, Kaolack, Diourbel and 
Ziguinchor. Dakar also has a stomatological center and a tuberculosis sanitarium. 

Each chief town of the 13 territorial circumscriptions and subdivisions has 
its own health unit with a maternity ward and other hospital wards. 

Mobile health and prophylaxis units have been organized in the five regions 
of Senegal outside the Dakar area to meet the needs of the remote and scattered 
rural population. 

Opening of a new clinic in Dakar 

The 
Pasteur 

Institute 
in Dakar 
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THE ECONOMY 

IN spite of a growing processing industry, centered in Dakar, and the develop­
ment of a mining industry, the economic prosperity of Senegal continues 

to be based on its agriculture, with peanuts as the main cash crop. 
The groundwork for Senegal's economic take-off was laid after World War 

II; between 1947 and 1957, funds granted to Senegal from FIDES amounted 
to $140 million, 50% of which was devoted to constructing transportation 
and communication facilities, 30% to stimulating production and 20% to 
social development. 

Transportation 
The Republic of Senegal has a relatively extensive and diversified transporta­

tion system, which is adequate to handle the products of an expanding agricul­
ture and industry. 

The Port of Dakar 
An essential factor in Senegal's prosperity, Dakar is situated at the crossroads 

of three continents: Africa, Europe and America. Cape Verde, on which it 
is built, is roughly at an equal distance from the island of Ouessant off the 
coast of Brittany, from the Cape of Good Hope and from Rio de Janeiro. The 
city has been growing steadily; its population increased from 24,000 in 1914 
to 100,000 in 1939, 250,000 in 1954 and 300,000 in 1960. The day is not 
far off when a single urban center will extend from Dakar to Rufisque, making 
this little port a suburb of Greater Dakar. 

Dakar piers 

The port of Dakar 
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Located in an extremely favorable site and possessing the most modem equip­
ment, Dakar is a leading port in Africa south of the Sahara. In 1959 more than 
4,000 ships docked at Dakar, with a total tonnage of 20 million tons; about 
3,700,000 tons of cargo were handled that same year. Its installations are such as 
to enable the port to meet any essential increase in its volume of traffic. 

Dakar's harbor covers an area of almost a square mile, one third of which 
accolnmodates ships drawing 40 ft. of water. It is a first-class import and export 
center and a port of call for vessels wishing to replenish their supplies of fresh 
water, food and fuel. 

Most of its cargo traffic consists of petroleum, peanuts, peanut oil and phos­
phates. The normal port for peanut exports from Senegal and even from Gambia, 
Dakar also used to handle all shipments from Sudan (now the Republic of Mali) 
and part of those from the Republic of the Upper Volta, namely peanuts, cotton 
and livestock. It also serves the Islamic Republic of Mauritania pending comple­
tion of the port installations at Port-Etienne. 

In recent years, following the construction of cold storage plants and canneries 
in 1954, Dakar has become important also as a fishing port, principally for tuna. 
During the 1958-59 season, 23 vessels unloaded 7,500 tons of tuna fish, 4,500 
tons of which were processed in Dakar. 

Railroads 
Senegal's railroad system contributes to the economic life of the Republic of 

Mali and the Islamic Republic of Mauritania as well, by giving them access to 
the port of Dakar. 

RAILROAD SYSTEM 

Dakar-Niger 
( Senegal section) 446 miles 

Dakar-St. Louis trunk line .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 161 miles 
Louga-Linguere branch ........................................ 123 miles 

In 1958 over 700 miles of track carried 850,000 tons of freight and 3,400,000 
passengers. This represented an increase of 55% in freight traffic and 68% in 
passenger traffic since 1949. 

During the past ten years, the efficiency of this railroad system has been 
increased by the use of Diesel engines; 204 old steam locomotives were replaced 
by 84 heavy - and light-weight Diesel locomotives, and 17 rail cars were put 
into service for rapid transit. 

Roads 
In 1958 Senegal had 6,950 miles of roads, a substantial increase over the 

1948 figure. Many modem bridges have been constructed such as those at 
Goulombou, Fatick and Niere-Ko. 

Islamic Republic of Mauritania 
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A four-lane highway in Senegal 

ROAD SYSTEM 

1948 20 miles 
Asphalt roads 

1958 450 miles• 
1948 500 miles 

All-weather roads 
1958 2,000 miles 

1948 1,000 miles 
Other roads 

1958 4,500 miles 

Airways 
Senegal has fifteen airports, including the Yoff International Airport at Dakar. 

The latter, which is the principal stopping point for aircraft en route from Europe 
to South America, is now equipped to handle the largest intercontinental jets. 
Its passenger traffic rose 150% between 1952 and 1958. 

An extensive network of domestic airlines links the major cities of Dakar, 
Saint-Louis and Ziguinchor, and also carries passengers and freight to the remote 
towns and villages of the hinterland. 

TOTAL AIR TRAFFIC 

Passenger Traffic Freight Traffic 
(Embarked and debarked) (Loaded and unloaded, in tons) 

1955 1958 1955 1958 
rDakar 88,200 129,000 2,900 6,900 

Saint-Louis 16,900 18,400 100 150 

Ziguinchor 5,600 5,900 130 200 ~ 
Telecommunications 

The Republic of Senegal has a postal service comparable to those in the 
countries of Europe or America, an urban and interurban telephone system, a 
large station for sending and receiving radio messages at Cape Verde and long 
distance telegraph and radiotelephone connections, especially with the neighbor­
ing States. In addition to a "Telex" system put in service in 1958, Dakar has 
cable service to France and South America as well as to other countries along 
the African coast. 

In Dakar there are two radio broadcasting stations: the first, with trans­
mitters which have been increased from 25 and 4 kw. each to 100 kw., is an 
international station; the second has transmitters of 4 and 8 kw. which are to be 
increased to 25 kw. 

Yoff International Airport in Dakar 
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Agriculture 
Agriculture is the country's chief economic activity, owing to progress in the 

methods of cultivation rather than to ideal natural conditions, as the soil is 
poor in nitrogen, phosphates and phosphorus, the topsoil is thin and the rain 
causes erosion. The best farm land is found in the great valley of the Senegal. 

Peanuts, the Main Export Crop 
Senegal's economy is, for the most part, based on the peanut crop, which is 

either processed locally in the large oil mills or exported. The 1958-59 crop year 
closed with a marketing total of 675,120 tons of peanuts, a figure slightly lower 
than that of 1958 which was an exceptional year, but higher than that of any 
previous year. 

PEANUT PRODUCTION 

Crop year Tonnage 

1952-53 450,000 
1953-54 555,000 
1954-55 ................. 391,000 
1955-56 540,000 
1956-57 670,000 
1957-58 ••••••••••••••••••• 809,000 
1958-59 675,000 

Increased Production of Food Crops 
During recent years, a great effort has been made to increase the production 

of food crops-millet, sorghum, "fonio" and "niebe" (both varieties of millet), 
cassava, beans and especially rice, of which Senegal still imports large quantities 
annually. 

FOOD CROP PRODUCTION (in tons) 

19S8-S9 

Rice 350,000 Niebe and 
Cassava. 80,000 fonio 52,000 
Potatoes and Com. 35,000 

sweet potatoes 60,000 Fruits and 
vegetables 25,000 
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The Richard-Toll Cultivation Project, along the Senegal River northeast of 
Saint-Louis, was completed in 1957. The aim of this project was to put under 
cultivation all the land in the area that was considered suitable for rice produc­
tion. At first, some 1,500 acres were farmed experimentally in order to study 
varieties of rice and methods of cultivation. 

Now, 15,000 tons of rice are produced annually on 14,820 acres. The total 
cost of the project was nearly $15 .5 million. The Senegal River Commission 
created a whole town at Richard-Toll with its own public utilities (water and 
electricity), residential center, river port, airport, shops, rice mills and elevators. 

Stock Raising 
Stock raising is one of Senegal's important sources of income. The recent 

developments in this field are due to selective breeding and to the improvement 
of veterinary services. During the first 8 months of 1959 alone, more than 
1,250,000 vaccinations were given to livestock. 

The new slaughterhouse in Rufisque 

LIVESTOCK: 1960 

Cattle . 1,400,000 
Sheep and goats 900,000 
Horses and donkeys 160,000 
Hogs 30,000 

Senegal is counting on an annual production of more than 26,400,000 gallons 
of milk, 20,000 tons of meat and 840 tons of leather and hides. The flocks of 
poultry have been estimated at 7,500,000. 

Among the projects in the field of stock raising planned for 1960 are to 
complete the equipment of veterinary stations; to improve the local breeds of 
cattle, goats and poultry; to construct meat-packing plants; and to drill for 
water in the semi-arid grazing areas. 

Mills in Dakar 
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Mines 
The indications of phosphates reported in various places in Senegal led to 

systematic prospecting, especially in the region of Thies. The Senegalese Ta"iba 
Phosphates Company, created in April 1957, is exploiting these deposits. In 
1960, the rate of production is expected to reach 600,000 tons and will then be 
raised progressively to 800,000 and 1,000,000 tons; the investments involved 
will reach approximately $20 million. 

The deposits of alumina phosphate at Pallo, near Thies-with reserves exceeding 
100 million tons-are the only deposits of this mineral in the world now being 
exploited. This phosphate is used chiefly in making fertilizers, but other uses 
are being studied, especially for the production of alumina and aluminum. 
Assimilable phosphate is obtained from this ore by a simple thermal process, 
which makes it ready for use as a fertilizer without further treatment. The present 
annual production amounts to 100,000 tons but, as new markets are found, 
production should increase to the estimated 400,000 tons capacity. 

In addition Senegal produces limestone for making cement (200,000 tons), 
30,000 tons of ilmenite, 1,000 tons of rutile, and 7,000 tons of zirconium. 
Ilmenite and rutile are used in the production of titanium. A much greater output 
is expected in the future, owing to the expansion of installations and to indications 
of extensive reserves. 

An ore containing ilmenite, rutile and zirconium is widely found in Senegal 
in the form of "black sand" deposited by the high tides of the rainy season at 
different points along the coast. This "black sand" forms a mineralized layer 
beneath the surface sand, with a depth varying from ½ inch to 6 inches. 

Oil Exploration 
The first systematic exploration for petroleum began in 1952 with the arrival 

of geologists from the French Bureau of Petroleum Exploration. 
Up to the present time, 173,840 feet of drilling has been completed in Senegal 

by three companies: the Societe Africaine des Petro/es (S.A.P.) in the western 
part of the Dakar basin; the Societe des Petro/es du Senegal in the central part, 
over an area of 15,440 sq. mi.; and the Compagnie des Petro/es Total de l'Afrique 
Occidentale, with a prospecting permit on 6,562 sq. mi., in the south of Senegal 
and in the Casamance valley where there are somes offshore deposits. 

In September 1959, drilling done by the S.A.P. revealed natural gas available at 
high pressure. Further drilling is now under way to ascertain the size of the field 
and determine whether it is large enough to be exploited profitably. 

Ta"1ba phosphate mine 
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Crushing and processing alumina phosphate Industry 

Although agriculture is the principal source of wealth, Senegal is the most 
highly industrialized country in the area formerly known as French West Africa. 
While many plants are engaged in processing the products of Senegal's farms, 
there is also considerable light industry which relies on imported raw materials. 

Processing Industries 

Oil mills and soap factories process a large part of the country's peanut crop. 
During the 1957-58 season, they produced 96,000 tons of crude oil, 34,000 tons 
of refined oil, and 156,000 tons of oil cake for cattle feed. These oil mills have 
a productive capacity estimated at more than 500,000 tons of unshelled peanuts. 
The 4 main plants, capable of handling more than I00,000 tons apiece, have 
modem laboratories with equipment of the latest type, some of which is very 
complex. They also have health services which see that the best possible working 
conditions are provided. 

In Dakar there is a sugar refinery, a plant for producing reconstituted milk 
from imported powdered milk, and 3 vinegar-making plants. There are 3 biscuit 
factories in Dakar and 1 in Rufisque. The chocolate industry is represented by a 
company whose product is marketed throughout all of West Africa. There are 5 
fish canneries and 2 drying yards which process chiefly tuna. A large brewery 
and several other companies make sparkling water. 

Using imported sisal, a large factory in Dakar makes sacking, twine and rope. 
A factory in Rufisque manufactures leather and cloth shoes. The 3 principal textile 
mills are in Dakar; they rely entirely on domestic cotton. 

Chemical Industries 

There are various chemical industries which include the manufacture of explo­
sives in Dakar; paint-manufacturing companies; a match factory; a liquid gas 
company which bottles butane and propane imported in bulk by tanker; a gas­
works; a factory manufacturing storage batteries; 2 factories producing potassium 
chloride water; bleacheries; and dye works. 

Building and Other Industries 

Although Senegal is not a woodland country, there are some large sawmills 
which, using imported timber, supply many carpenters and cabinetmakers. 

Senegal has a cement factory in Rufisque, a modern brickkiln in Thies, and 
approximately 100 building, public works and highway construction companies 
which use the most modern techniques. 

The port activity of Dakar has also stimulated the setting up of industries which 
specialize in ship construction and repairs. The mechanical industries include 
carpentry shops and other shops making doorcasings, locks and metal fittings. 
There are also printing shops, garages and plants which make ice for food storage. 
The hotel industry is also important. 

Senegal's handicrafts are being developed. The artisans-jewelers, blacksmiths, 
weavers and cobblers-produce fine examples of African craftsmanship.

t ... 

lime and cement plant near Rufisque 
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Foreign Trade 
Senegal's trade deficit which has existed since the end of World War II is 

explained by the importing of capital goods called for by the country's develop­
ment. This deficit is more than offset by France's financial contribution through

• FIDES and FAC. 

IMPORTS IN 1959 
Value 

TOTAL ................................................................... . $147,730,000 
Franc Area ............................................................... . 111,500,000 
Dollar Area ............................................................... . 7,330,000 
Sterling Area ............................................................. . 4,335,000 

Other Countries ....................................................... . 24,565,000 

TYPE OF IMPORTS 

Food, Beverages and Tobacco ................................... $ 50,235,000 
Other Consumer Goods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 50,575,000 
Fuel ......................................................................... . 6,970,000 

Raw Materials and Semi-Finished Goods .................. . 17,850,000 
Capital Goods . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........................... . 22,100,000 

EXPORTS IN 1959 
Value 

TOTAL ..................................................................... $ 99,405,000 
Franc Area ............................................................... . 91,160,000 
Dollar Area ............................................................... . 255,000 
Sterling Area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......................... . 2,380,000 

Other Countries ......................................................... . 5,610,000 

PRODUCTS EXPORTED 

Peanuts ...................................................................... $ 89,730,000 
Palm Oils ................................................................... . 450,000 
Other Oleaginous Products ...................................... . 72,000 

Gum Arabic ............................................................... . 1,000,000 
Animal Products (Fish, livestock, leather, hides) ....... . 2,000,000 
Mineral Products ...................................................... . 800,000 

Other ........................................................................ . 5,353,000 

OUR independence within the framework of the 
transformed Community will be as real as 

that of the dominions within the framework of 
the Commonwealth. We are paving the way, 
calmly and methodically, for a future of peace and 
prosperity for my country and France, fraternally 
united in an order that is new because it is more 

human. 

Mr. Leopold Sedar Senghor 
President of the Republic of Senegal 
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u DETOUR du chemi 

'Un paradis que garde' des fievres une 
enf ant aux yeux clairs com me deux epees 

Paradis mon enfance af ricaine, qui gardait 
!'innocence de l'Europe. 

Quels mois a/ors? Quelle annee? Je me 
rappelle sa douceur f uyante au crepuscule 

Que mouraient au loin les hommes comme 
aujourd'hui, que fraiche etait, comme un 
limon, l'ombre des dakhars. 

Reposoirs opposes au bard de la plaine dure 
salee, de la grande voie etincelante 
des Esprits 

Enclos meridien du cote des tombes! 
Et toi 1ontaine de 'Kam-Dyame, quand a 

midi je buvais ton eau mystique au creux 
de mes mains 

Entoure de mes compagnons lisses et nus et 
pares des fleurs de la brousse ! 

La flute du patre modulait la lenteur des 
troupeaux 

Et quand sur son ombre elle se taisait, 
resonnait le tarntam des tarms obsedes 

Qui rythmait la theorie en fete des '.Marts. 
Des tirailleurs jetaient leurs chechias dans le 

cercle avec des eris aphones, et dansaient 
en flammes hautes mes soeurs 

1 ening-'J.Jdyare et 1yagoum-'J.Jdyare, plus 
claires maintenant que le cuivre d'outre-mer. 

Leopold Sedar Senghor 
from "Chants d'Ombre" 

At tbe turn of the road, tbe river, blue beside 
tbe fresb September n1eadows. 

A paradise protected from fevers by a cbild 
witb eyes sbining like two swords. 

Paradise of my African cbildbood, keeping its 
innocence of Europe. 

rWbicb months were they? 'Which year? 1 recall its 
soft fligbt at dusk, 

'Wben men were dying far away as they do now, 
and cool as lime was the shade of tbe dakbars. 

Altars face to face on tbe rim of tbe hard salted plain, 
on tbe edge of tbe Spirits' wide sparkling way, 

'J,Joonday shelter by the tombs! 
And you, '.Fountain of 'Xam-Dyanie, at noon 1 drank of 

your mystical draught from the hollow of my bands 
Qirded by my com/>anions, glossy and naked, adorned 

with flowers of the bush! 
'Jhe shepherd's flute modulated tbe languor of tbe flock 
And when the flute was silent in the shadow, 

Jhen did the drums of the baunled lanns resound, 
Beating the pulse for tbe procession 

of the rejoicing dead. 
Rifle111en threw their caps in the circle with mute cries, 

and in high flames, 111ysisters 
Jening-7-Jdyart! and 'Jyagou111-'J-Jdyaredanced brighter 

now than copper from overseas. 

Litho in U.S.A. by ArdlH Service, Inc., New York 



ITINERARY 

Viait of the Vice Preeident to Sene1al, Geneva and 

Saturday 
l Apr 

Sunda\l 
2 Apr 

onday thru 
Wedneeday 
3.5 Apr 

Wedne1day 
5 Apr 

Thuraday 
6 Apr 

Friday 
7 Apr 

Pari•, l thru 7 April 1961 

1500 

1815 

ll30 

1200 

1230 

1900 (2300 Dakar time) 

Vi1it Dakar (eee 

1230 

1830 (1930 Geneva time) 

1000 

1045 

1230 

2330 (1730 Waehin,tontime) 

Depart 

Arrive 

Depart 

Arrive 

Depart 

Arrive 

Schedule) 

Depart 

Arrive 

Depart 

Arrive 

Depart 

Arrive 

Waehington 

San Juan, Puerto Rico 

San Juan 

Ramey A.1'1', Puerto Rico 

Ramey A B 

Dakar, Sene1al 

Dakar 

Geneva, Switaerland 

Geneva 

Pari1, France 

Paril 

a1hin,ton, D. C. 

' 
i. 



aterial R lated to Viait of Vice Preaident to 
Pu rto ico, Seneaal, Oen va and Paria 

1 thru 7 April 1961 
ncloaurea, in order 

1. Letter of Credence. 

2. Copy of emorandum from. Colonel Burri• to the Vice Pr aident on 
propoaed viait. 

3. Dep rtm nt of Stat Data on Seneaal. 

4. Program of Cerem.oni••· 

5. rrlval State ent, Dakar. 

6. Data and Inf or tlon on U. 5. Emba••Y and Peraonnel. 

7. Data on Republic of 5 neaal Peraonnel. 

8. List of D leaat • to Ind pendence C remoniea (French). 

9. Vice Preaident'• Preaentation Statement to Preaident enghor. 

10. Luncheon enu and Seatina Plan (1300 houra, pril 3). 

11. roar of Sporting vent ■ (1600 hour ■, pril 3). 

12. Dep rture Stat ment, Dakar. 

13. Lett r from Secretary c amara inviting the Vice Preaident to Viait 
Spaniah aaea. 

14:. Aecom.mo tiona in Oen va. 

15. Schedul of Activitiea. Paria. 

16. Text of Vic Preaident '• em.ark•, SHAPE Headquarter a. 

17. Statement to Pre•• at White Houee. 

18. Copy of morandum from r. oyera to Vic Preaident with 
recommendation• concerning Seneaal. 

19. Captioned photoarapha taken in negal. 
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Vice P:relit1dent Lyndon B .. Johnson 
Text :tf r.eM&rks11 Part •. Ap1•11 6.: 1961 

I ~m: -gln to appeal"' bef c-~ o '\;Oday o I :ve a message 
tbat. I ttlBt:A t;• br,~ you trom tz e p ople and the government ot 
the Uni t;tJ.d Sta -;3a o 

m.essage is simply that th United Stat a will do 
ever1lrthl:.:g wlt;hin it;s pover to •nbance the strer.igth and un1ty 
ot t-h· M" ~-th Atlantic Community,, 

·rt ..fi.r., ;meua ,ge r~•fl.ects the basi.c: . w:-posa c~ the Un1 ted 
State .. ,. t.•,.~reign policy: Tb.!lt in, to ma1%1ta1n an enVironmeiit 
1n Meh free eoctetiee can !Jurv ve and flourish. By tree 
soc1et1tit;'1 ·-,e ean tho~e in which the consent or the governed 
plays eu. important rol.e o It a ea ential t this environment 
·that 1.t • e spae1oua(, It ie v ent1al, t.oo. that w1th1n thla 
enviro ·.:nt the1"8 should e i!;~ the will and pew r to protect 1t 
agaj.mlt onemiaso Further., there nm t exist the opportunity tor 
all t;.o .:ve'il'elop and to ~ue happiness s they see 1t., within. 
the 1tm,.'l;s of' ability and 1l.l1ngness to work 

;t{c ,...1~;.'!g.h· nation has enc~ugh. 1n1'luence and power to maintain 
tbla pn~ious environment cf t edo o 'lbe ooa.11t1on ot the peoples 
and n; t:t 1:ins o Western Europe and Horth America 1 ~1spenaable 
to th1 ·xtdo Without .the :ir JX)Wer--= the result of population. 
resource~~ technology~ and will -- th~ coal1tio cannot be pre­
served 

the United .-:>tatee, 1t i ct prime import· ce to maintain 
and strengthen the eoalitlcn; both its coheaicn and J><)Wer wtth1n 
the Atl~t1c area and its eapacity for conetr,~ctiv• action outside 
th t ti-,i.., 

If ·tnat cohesi n and ca ollty are to be enhanced. v·tgorous 
meaam-eu will be required 1n th political. 111111tary and economic 
tleldu-., 

In ·i,he poli.tical field 1t ia to discoYer and act 1 on the most 
baste r the v&rious ftl11artcu interests that an t -stake •. and 
thus cn-eue the alliance' 11 capac ty to intl~1ence e'9.'.ent.a1n the 
world t large" 

PJt,,.;;re toward an lntegra Eu.-ropean co--1.ty will help 
to enlharn~eitb.:.t capacity and thua to atrengthEn the Atlantic 
Coman.mlf;y., more cohe lve and powerful Europe With1n a develop-
ing .ltlnintic Community 1a neoded to undertake the large taaka 
which 1·t..1t~ ahead. The esaent ally national and looaely coordlnated 
ettort @t the past will no longer utticeo 
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Our end goal -- "that remote and ideal object" of which 
Lord Acton epoke, "h1ch captivates the inlag1nation by its 
splendor and the reason by its a1mpl1c1ty" -- should be a true 
Atlantic Comunity in which common institutions will increasingly
be developed to meet connon problems~ 

The burgeoning demand.a of the less developed oo\1Dtr1ea no 
lesa than the growth of Soviet power, dictate that a mor~ tightly
knit COJIIIWlity be achieved eventuallyo In progi-e~slllg toward such 
a cOllluunity, we can regain the §ense ot forward vement and the 
imaginative thinking whioh has characterized the alliance 1n its 
most creative periods. In the long run, such pro as may well 
prove to be 1ndispenaable it our ultimate goals o~ a rree and 
orderly world community is to be aohievedo 

In th.e military field. too., the United Statet1.' ld.11 do lts 
utmoat to suata1n and enhance the strength ot the Alliance Io 

shall speati, more briefly about thia field, elnce t;heae matters 
Will soon be discussed 1n detail in the Counc1lo 

My 00W1tryea approach to HA'.00.,s m111t&rJ' ta k ia governed
by the principles which are retlected 1n the Pre ldent•s recent 
message to Congress on our own zd.lit.ary budget., Our objective
ia to 1n8ure that any potential aggressor will know that he wlll 
be contronted with a suitable~ selective, sws.tt. and ettect1ve 
military resporuJeo 

1'o fulfill this ob.ject1ve. the United Stmtes ia seeking to 
create a flexible and balanced olli.tary poatu:t-eo 

. _Tbls ls also the goal ot IIA'l'O" 

To achieve this goal, several steps Will be called toro 

Por on thing, a vtgoroua and sustained ef'tort to. build up
NATO'a non.,.nuclear defensive wlll be·requiredo 'lh1• is. a high
priority t k; it will call tor 1nereased ef'tort tro■ allot uso 
But tlle re ult w111·be worth the sacr1f'1ce,, tor HA'i'O's def'enses 
"1111M mor etf"ective and their deterrent po r greatero· As 
pa.rt ot 1ta contribution to th1a task, the Un1ted States is com­
mitted to full participation 1n the comon def~nae and the ma1n­
tain&lioe ot lta military strength on the cont1nent tor the torsee­
able tuture The P.resldent was absolutely clear on this point 1no 

his •••age to NATOsoon atter tak1.ng ott1ceo 

An eftectlve NATO nuclear capability is cl.so needed to 
achiev~ our goals, and the Unltecl States at&Dda read7·to consult 
close y with all membera ot the Alliance on 
meams ot u:intaining this capability· 1.n the 

the beat 
t'utve o 

waya and 

The seeuri 
~-·-= lnaeparable 

ty 
o 

of Europe and the security. or the ··11n1t~ •S_tatea 
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In going f'orward with a practical and balanced program to 
strengthen NATO's arms, we wlll reduce any tmptat1on to aggres­
sion and thua enhance the proapecta tor peace. 

The tru1ts or peace are not achieved merely by avoiding war. 
We alao aeek to progress toward a richer lite tor all mankind. 

Uthe Atlantic Community 1a to help achieve that progress, 
we will need: 

~irat, higher rates or growth 1n some Atlantic countries. 

Second, more ettect1ve coordination between the economic 
pollc1ea ot Europe and Horth America. 

Third, increased aid to leaa developed countri.ea, and 

!fourth, ta1r sharing Within the Alliance ot the burden ot 
that aid and or our 11illtary program. 

The OECDwas created to help achieve Juat theae.purpoaea. 

'1'he lJS intends to participate tully 1n ita work to thia end. 

Thia is not the time or place to go into the details. I 
wish only to lay out the general course or action to which we 
are dedicated, 1n seeking cloaer econ01111.ccooperation With our 
Atlantic partners. 

We cannot tall 1n thla oourae, it there la to be a high 
assurance of' maintaining an envlronment 1n which tree aoo1et1ea 
can tlour1ah. 

The ettect1veneaa or the OBCD 1n prosecuting th1a course 
Will be an indispensable baae tor the 11111tary progra.iU Which I 
have deacr1bed -- and tor fult1111ng the purpoae or the Atlantic 
Comunlty 1n leas developed areaao 

!'be political 1111pact of progress to thia end 11111',however. 
be eYeD more aign1t1cant than 1ta ecoDOlld.c or ■llltary etteot. 
Por the chlet Western natlona Will have been brought together
into earnest conclave to launch measures ot great and constructive 
moment. 'l'h1a would contribute to their contldenoe and cohesion 
and over the long run might well lay the baala tor a new and even 
closer relationship between Horth America and Burope. 

A genuine political -- •• we11·as econca1c -- oomnunlty 111ght 
appear 1ncreaatngly .teaalble u our long-run goal. 

Such a de110natration of the Atlantic natloraa• capacity tor 
bold and creative ettort could not tau. alao, to illpreaa 1111ght1ly
trtendly nations 1n other areaa and possibly the eo.untat leaders 
the1111elvea. Por 1ts pla1n 1111port would be to bring within reach 

..-
' 
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the tormat1on or what would be 1n all probability a moat power1\tl
econoalc grouping ln the world. Ho calculatton ot the tuture 
relative strength ot the :rree World could tall to be declalvely
attected by this proJect. 

Ir we go torward with theae general policies 1n the political.
military. and economic rteld•• we can look rorward to an Atlantic 
COlllllllDity Which will 1ncreaa1ngl.y tult1ll the rich promise that 

dependence. 

1ta toundera roreaaw when they signed the Treaty twelve years ago. 

The 
aacrUlcea 

task Will not 
from all or 

be eaay. 
us. 

It Will call for continuing 

Sacr1r1cea or reaourcea. 

Sacrit1cea or man-yeara spent 1n W'litorm. 

Sacrit"lcea or special 1ntereata. 

SaorU1cea or ancient concepts 1n the llght ot growing inter­

Ve cannot shrink troll theae sacrittces U we are to be worthy 
or the co.aon c1v111zat1on which we share. 

The United States is prepared to play its tull part. It 
accept• the reapons1b1lit1ea ot leadership. both 1n projecting 1ta 
own ettort and 1n setting torth its view or tbe taak or the Alliance 
aa a whole. 



April 5, 1961 

PARTICIPANTS: Vice Preaident Johnaon 
Mr. Arthur H. Dea.n, U.S. Repreaentative to the 

Conference·on the Diacontinuance of Nuclear Weapon• 
Teat• 

Mr. Dean outlined the hiatory of the ne1otlationa up to the preaent time 
and cited example• of how the United State• had attempted to meet the Soviet 
demand• by alterin1 ori1inal U.S. poaitiona. He mentioned the reduction in 
th number of inapection atationa; be cited the radiua of th auapected area to 
be inapected; he mentioned monetary contribution•. He then outlined the 
Soviet action• i alterin1 their condition• for acceptance a• the U.S. mov d 
toward aareement. r. Dean expreaaedhia lack of optimiamover the poaai-
bility of achievina complete aareement with the oviet Union. He obaerved 
that Taarapkin appeared to be peraonally dlapoaed toward aareement but 
ace pted th reality that the Politburo controlled the ne1otiationa in ev ry 
aenae of the word. 

Mr. Dean outlined hi• plan for a aerie• of meetin • within the next two 
or three week• (endin& about ay 10) to pr aent the entire U.S. propoaal. Th 
preaentation will be made carefully and by • ction with a full and formal explana­
tion by Mr. Dean of each portion. Since he doea not feel that the Soviet• will 
accept the U.S. propoaal he au11e•t• that e return to the United tatea to 
report to the Preaident and to determine the adviaability of continuing the dia­
cuaaiona. r. Dean himaelf feel• that he ahould return to Geneva to attempt 
a ain to achiev aareement, but perhapa mor importantly to eatabliah v ry 
clearly before worldopinion that the United State• ha• uaed every effort and baa 
•pared no dearee of patience to achiev _ aome aort of diaarmament agreement. 

r. Dean feela at the pr aent time that the impact of world opinion ia the moat 
forceful element in the entire proceaa and that auch conceaaiona a• the Sovleta 
may make will be areatly in reaponae to thia force. 

Mr. Dean reported that the ritiah re pre a ntative expreaaed co plete 
aareement ith the U.S. propoaal •• well a• the m thod by which r. Dean ha• 
choaen to preaent it. 

r. Dean feel• that the teat ban • ould be continued at leaat during theae 
phaaea of hla neaotiationa. He believe• that the Britiah have reached a decialon 
to diacontinu teat• reaardleaa of heth r or not an agreement i• reach d with 
the Sovieta. He fe la thia factor muat b weighed carefully in the U.S. deciaion 
at aome future date to reaume teatiil& or to continue the ban. 



April 6, 1961 

ORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

PA TICIPANTS: Vice Pre•ideru John•on 
Amba••ador Oavin 
Amba••ador Finletter 

The Vice Pre•ident •tated that he wa• impr••••d with the new 
United tat•• repre••Dtation ln France and expr••••d hope for a new look 
at theproblema betweeu the U.S. and France and for better relatiou• in 
aeneral betweea the two coururi••· 

Amba••ador Oavin •tated that the French were very enthulaatic 
over the forthcomln1 viaitof Preaident Kennedy. He attachedcon•iderable 
•ianificance to the fact that the Pre•ident'• fir•t atate vi•it •hould be to 
France. Gavin deacribed Oeneral de Gaulle'• action ■ in pur•uin1 certain 
activitl•• out•ide NATO and the •ub•equent U.S. pr•••ure to re ■trict the•• 
activiti•• to the NATO or1aniaation. He cited the compari•on of Great 

ritain which bad in fact pur•ued aimilar activiti•• (i. ••, development• of 
nuclear weapon■) out•ide NATO and the •pecial •tatu• for Great Britain 
•• principal •ourcea of French r•••ntment • 

./ 

Ambaa•ador Finletter confirmed that the French do not fully •upport 
NATOactiviti•• and their effort• •ince 19S have ■teadily declined. The 
mo•t recent manlf••tatio wa• the a••i1nment to NATO Headquarter• of 
a new ••nlor French repre•entative whom Finletter con•idera purely a 
fi1urebead. 

Amba••ador Oavin •tated that be had •n1a1ed in technical di•cu ■■ ion• 
with the French about •ariou■ proaram• and activitie ■ which con■titute 
■ource ■ of annoyance to the French. One oftbe principal ■ ubject• i ■ U.S. 
withholdlq of nuclear data. The French feel that the nuclear que ■tion in 
it••lf precluded the U. • carryin1 out a promi•• by Secretary Dull•• and 
A.E.C. Commia ■ ioner Strau ■• to provide a nuclear aubmarine for tbe 
French. Amba••ador Finletter ■tated that !mt ■ ident Kennedy ■hould be 
prepared to a ■■ ur• the French of U.S. •upport of it ■ nuclear development 
to the •am• extent •• that provided the U. K. He feel• that the French ■ bould 
be encoura1eda1ain to cooperate in the development of a nuclear capability 
within the NATO framework. 

Amba■■ador Ga"f'in feel ■ that the exchan1• of information between 
the U.S. and NATO nation■ i• too re•trictive and that the condition ■ of 
rel•••• vary obviou ■ ly and too 1reatly between the member nation ■. He 
■u11e ■ted that effort ■ be made to increa ■ e the flow of information. He 
feel ■ that the relative technical development in France and Oermany could 



be reaulated by controlled Oow of information to a dear e hich would 
preclude the reauraence of German military power over th French. 

Poaaible Subj eta for Diacuaaion between Preaident Kennedy and 
Preaident de Gaulle 

Africa. Ambaaaador Gavin atated that the Pre ■ ident •bould be pre­
pared to invite the French to participate in the ••tabli ■ bment of a long term 
proaram for Africa and to coordinate the proaram• of both nation ■• The 
program• •hould be de ■ ianed to raiae the ■tandard■ of livin , health, educa­
tion and welfare and by all mean ■ ehould avoid making any contribution to 
the war-makiDa potential of any country in that area. Gavin ■tated however 
that the U.S. ■ hould not become involvedin the Algerian affair in any manner 
and the Preeld nt ehould make thi ■ clear to General de Gaulle. 

s. E. A ■ ia. Gavin euaaeat ■ th t becau■ e of earlier French intereet ■ 

in >,. ■ia the Pre ■ ident enli•t d Gaulle•• aupport for a apecific lona term 
plan for th ■outheaatern reaion. ecau■ e of an almo ■t irretrievable ■ itua­

tion in Lao• Gavin ■ uaae•ta a ■ hift of empha•i• and action to ■tr nathen 
Cambodia, Vietnam and Thailand.with a long term proaram to enhance the 
limited and guerilla war capability of tho•• nationa. H expree ■ ed the 
per ■ onal opinion that Lao ■, even if etabliehed a• an utral independent 
■ tate, will not lona exiet with Communi ■t• in the government and on it• border•. 

Amba■■ador Finletter ■ ugae ■ t d that the Pr eident be prepar d to 
aaeure General de Gaulle, a• firet order of bueine••• that France i ■ con­
■ idered an equal partner ith the U.S. in the We ■tern Alliance. U .• policy 
toward France ■ hould b re ■tudied immediat ly and updated to reflect thi• 
view. United tat•• foreian policy ahould b revised to liminate the patron­
izina attitude toward ranee. 

The Vice Preaid nt •uaaeated that the Preaident might a•k S nator 
Ander eon to viait Pari• hil he ia in Gen va to diecue ■ technical and nuclear 
qu ationa with Ambaeeador ■ Finlett rand Gavin. inletter recommend d that 
the ■ ubj ct be diecua• d only with Gavin ■ ince thi ■ particular problem i ■ 

exclu ■ ively French. 

NOTE: Th relea ■ e of information to France i• not entirely r lated to 
nuclear material• and therefore le partially out ■ ide the ■phere of the Atomic 
Eneray Committee, or the Leai ■ lative Branch of the Government for that matter. 
There ha• evolved ■ ince 1958 a policy d ci ■ion in the Ex cutive Branch of the 
Government to the effect that the United Stat • will not aupport the French in 
achievina an indep ndent nuclear capability. More recently thi ■ policy ha• 

2 



been extended to ilaclwle etboda aad m•aa• of noclear delh·ery. ore 
precleely. tbe U.S. ha• declined to provide information to the French 
relatiq to autdaac:e •J•t•m•. propuleioa. and other technical data which 
would contribute to delive!I capability. It wa• in thi• aphere that a 
contract, which tlle French had neaotiated almoat two year• earlier with 
a U •• company and with U.S. ble••iq for element• of a autdance ayatem, 
wa• canceled. Thi• action appear• to have been taken in an attempt to 
compel the l'reach to develop weapon• within the NATO framework. U. • 
relatioaa with the French therefore have been retroarade rather than 
forwar•. 

3 



DEPARTURESTATEMENT: DAKAR 

All Americans feel at home in the atmosphere of 
independence -- and I have felt very much at home here 
in Senegal. 

In many respects, the problems being faced, the 
plans being made, the goals being sought are those 
which -- only a short time ago -- we were turning our 
attention to in the newer regions of the United States. 
Having worked so closely myself with such concerns at 
home, it is thrilling to meet with others who are 
beginning the works which we in America are continuing. 
The North American continent -- like the continent of 
A~ica -- is old in history, young in development. In 
both regions, we share a community of mutual interest 
in .fulfilling the still far-from-fulfilled opportunities 
of our human and natural resources. 

President Senghor is charting a responsible course 
for Senegal. All Americans wish him success in those 
endeavors and wish for the people of Senegal a full 
measure of the rewards of the independence on which 
they are now embarking. 

### 



PRESENTATION STATEMENT: GIFT TO PRESIDENT SENGHOR 

Mr. President, I am honored to meet you and to convey the 
greetings of President Kennedy to you and to the people of 
Senegal on this memorabla and happy occasion. 

We know that you, Mr. President, have a deep sense of history 
and that you want to build Senegal's new future on the solid 
pillars of the humane traditions which are your heritage. 

We salute your vision. We share your aspirations for the 
people of your nation. We wish you -- and we wish them -­
unending centuries of success. 

As a token of these sentiments, President Kennedy has asked 
me to present to you, Mr. President, this product of American 
craftsmanship. It is his hope that this will serve as a pleasing 
reminder over the years of the warm good wishes it is my 
privilege to bring today to you and the people of Senegal from 
the people of the United States. 

fl # # 



rcb 22. 1961 

T e Vice Pr ldellt 

Coloael rri• 

e of actlvltlea ill r wblch the tat Depart­
• mperatlv that th UDited tat • r reaentatlve 

day, April 
1 A 

00 t'I LUDC D 

u day, April 4 

1:00 M Rec tloa at the Natlo•l 
Aaaembly (All actlvltlea, 
therefor , ar lll Dakar) 

Thi• ■ cbedul will requlr arrival ill OIi r lat r thaa t fN 

of Baster Sunday, ~prU 2. owev r. nur cu be made aa 
a■ ap roximat ly 3: P , April 4th. 

Du tot return of tb aircraft from rcb 31, nur 
from aabllurton cauld mt be ma late afl:eraooa of 
Saturday, April 1. veral rout are po• lble. a■ follo •: 

1. L ve aabbagton5:00 P • A ril 1. arrive am y APB, Puerto 
lco 8:15 P (local tlme. 9:15 P . Remain ovel'Jligbt aad leave Ramey 

at nooa oa Aprtl 2, arrlv Dakar 6:20 P (10:20 Dakar tlm ). Ramey la 
th oaly baae in the c.&rlbbeaa wltb a runway of aufftci l b to accom-
moda a fully 1 d J for a trus-Atlaatic C.ro iJl&. 



An alternate route is as follows: 

2. Leave Wasbin on 5:00 P on April 1, arrive Azores 10:20 PM 
(1:20 AM, April 2, Azore& time) . Remain overnight and depart Azores 
at 3;W. Arrive Dakar 6:45 PM (8:45 PM Dakar Time). 

3. The above trip can be made as a continuous fiight as follows: 
Leave Washin o 8:00 AM, April 2, arrive Dakar at 6:30 PM on April 2, 
(11:30 PM Dakar time). The refueling stop ln the Azore requires l 1/2 
hours. A top may be made 1n the Canary I lands, which are approximately 
l 1/2 hours beyond the Azore . (Azores stop still required) Flight time 
fro the C ry Island to Dakar, 2:45 minutes. 

If you wi h to r turn from r via Europe, it is su ested that Madrid 
and Rome ( four and flv hours flying time respectlvely from Dakar) b 
considered. y leaving D lcar at 3:00 on April 4, arrival can be made 
in adrid at : 15 loca time. rriv 1 in Rome can be made at 10:00 PM 
local time. You may r m in in either city on prU 5 and April 6, return­
ing to ashington early on the 7th. 

Blyin ti e from adrid to 'ashington ls 9 hour and from Rome it is 
11 hours with a l 1/2 refuel! stop required on either flight. Take off 
from either of these cities would be pproxlmately 8:00 AM on April 7 
in order to arrive in Wa hington ·mmd noo , local time, o the same 
day to permit the aircraft to meet a scheduled comestlc trip on Saturday 
and Sunday to take Secretaries Connally, Zuckert, and Stahr. 

Additional note : 

1. Contrary to information furnished earlier by the Department of State, 
a speech will not be required. A brief official statement in behalf of the 
President and the United States government will be required. in addition 
to repared tatement■ for th Press, on arrival and departure. I will 
work wlll the Depanment of State, Mr. Reedy and Mr. &Isby to get tllese 
statements prepared. 

2. The Government of the Senegal has invited an official d legation of 
three people from the United States. The State Department feels that this 
figure could be exceed d - - but either a large official or un official party 
would tax the Senegalese inasmuch as accomodatlons in Dakar leave much 

to be desired both as to quality and quantity. 
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