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T0: The Vice-Preside
FROM: Busby
April 26, 1961

RE:  PROPOSED TRIP TO FAR EAST

Oon !uo-n{. Liz Carpenter, Howard Burris and myself
mnet for an ora conference wvith three State officers:
Bd Martin, C specialist designated the
Secretzry to help plan and to acoompany the mission; Mr,
Erioson, deputy or Par Bast Affairs; and Roy Little of
Secre Orockett's office, prucn“ in Orockett's absence
from VWa on.

All were exceptionally cooperative and understanding.
It was clearly understood that no messages are to go

to the field until itinerary is dupcnm;umm
to be sent without olmu by Vice-President.

one message has m.um
word to Saigon \gn-. t the ﬂ.u—mddu‘l -uh:" ttend
inauguration April 29, No staff messages have gone out,

I.

Scope of the Trip:
Rusk, Bowles, and Deputy Under-Secre Johnson met
as we were meeting to decide a re ed itinerary.

Their decision, we were advised, includes four stopsi
Manila, Taipei (Formosa), Saigon, and Bangkok.

Purposge of the Trip!
Objectives to de accomplished at the respective stopst

Ee_. Increasingly "urgent" messages from our
ssador report Chiang is disturbed that no VIP
has been sent to see him, rm- intemmifies Chiang's
fears of a © 1n Us pou US intends no change.
US does want Chiang's umt M flexibility

et UN. mto believes only Vice-President, l’ﬂmt
for President, can lay groundwork for -uoh egreenen
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t President has made South Viet-Nanm our first
in Southeast Asia, US means t0o continue its
of Diem. PFeels it is urgent that Diem get

closer to his people, more responsive to their needs.
Important that, in face-to-dnce talks, Diem learn

now of a nev term, Also, it is %o US
positiem in Sentheast Asia — SEATO =~ that
US evidence its interest and support for South Viet-nan,

m;m I that if o mission 8 into area
Thaitand 1 muwt g R i
& espe !
by Laos and in need of reassurance US st in Thal
is not goixng to wane,
m unnoxtn. Thilltll‘h‘ﬂ’ int for
muw-uamanu s sort.
Exclusions from he Trip:

t A visit to Seoul was first suggested vhen

es found 1t necessary to cancel 2 visit he had
plaxmed., He was going for a conference on matters in
which he is personally interested. However, vuit
umn%mammanutur
Intelligence u-umpmuarcnm
uut-thu-nfm the trip to Xorea seems impossible.
(This 1= State's estimate, on reports recelved

ncaxm:apu-.mmmun
m:-;. will de in order,)

Bowles had plamned to visit Nehru, No ﬂ.nt
iz includ ;
bocmn of tho.

A vigit would be vho].um:i State agrees,

consideradly lengthen any to the area,
(Note: Australia is c th nation to

support us on the Red China issue at the UN,)



II.

A _Zepresentative Schodule

15

15

State has Sr'md altermate schedules, bdbut, as
dule,

an indiecation 2 i representative:
LEAVE ARRIVE
In Looal Tines
Moy
101002 Andrews Travis AFB 12145p 5
Flying Time: 5145
2115p Travis AVB Hickan AFB 5:45p 5
m‘l.ls Tine: 5130
9:00a Hickam Vake 12:15p Te
Time: 5:15
1:45p nh % 4315p 7
Flying Time: 63130
10:00a Monila - 12:20p 9
Flying Time!
10:00a Saigon 101202 11
Flying Time: 11t
83002 Bangkok Tel ls40p 13
Flying Time: 3
81002 Talped Cunm 1:45p 15
Flying Time: 3145
2:45p Hickan 11002 15*
Flying Time: Til15
2100p Hickan Travis AFB 10:00p 15
H&u Time: 5:00
11:30p Travis Andrews AFE Ts30a 16
Flying Time: 5:00

3 muummumxw

order of call on these capltals is acoeptabdle.

m{g s in Hawail are desired for orew
rest but

o may be altered freely.
;al from experience, m:cm-mmm
”ﬁ:ﬂ:mmmom
aceomodates news and Mmr
holds noh-ulunam
be cm.y day == bdut later T130 am; the
preferable time to re !t 10-12:30 am, on wegkdavs.
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2oggible Activities Abroad
No recommendations have been sought from our Eubassies,

State experts in Vashington bellieve, however, that the
countries wmmmmamuhu 1ike:

1 formal ealls on President and Vice-President,

dinner President and MNrs, luncheon
with Vice President-Premier Chen, & e hosted by
our Ambassador -- plus visits to installations and
foctories near Taipel. Chiang might ask Vice-President
to his Sun-iioon Lake 1 for overnight discussions,
Down~island plane trips or cross-igland
automobile trips be de BState thinks any
sugh acceptadle, except a visit to Quemoy.

erou ltﬂ.u;l Au-u.y. courtesy call
dimc atm:umlmno -nutrh :t'f ox

n.tr bo.se au us-nmn:n ):rhntc
z zr]gnoh with a Provinee chief, a

#US Ambassador will be Mr, Nel vho was Finlotter's

Deputy when we were in Paris, with wvhom I two
hours there. Good Now briefed Washington.
V4ll arrive in Saigon days Vice~President,
HoRAN. Comtttos monbers, visls Univers

g Committee members, viesit Universi sian

m-wmmumnmm-

skirmighing for Presidential
influence protocol of cetivities in Manila, although
presenting no problen,

t visit vith end Queen, and Prime Minister,
e Also oall omn of SEATO and
of ECAYE and attend special SEATO Couneil R sentatives
moﬁm. Visit SEATO projects and selected US ald
projects, such as Friendshiy Highway,
The East is protocol minded, VWill want to honor
Vi mnmummm-mum ted by
Us,. under schedule pressure, visits can made as
et o8 Soaleet provided sufficient notice is availabdle,

- -



Securdty Situstions

The enly viszit vhere demenstrations, etc,, seem possible
n-m'm probadle, is Ssigom., It is an infiltrated country.

i ghould bYe oare and planned.,
vﬂ:pomumum:’m;&um

mummunm Secyet Service on the slte
in advanoce is, in ny Judgnent, essential -- always.

Plepndng Detolls

The assumption of the State has been that
Vice~President and Mrs, Jolmson th
residence, Ve advised them not to separa thovuo-mdm
fron essential staff in acoomodations if possidle -- and not
%0 rule out acoomodating the party in hotels, instead.

Wo also advised State to de certain that at all
admission of approprizte aides de assured so that Vice-President
15 not == as in Africa -~ lef alome,

There was no discussion of press accompanying trip.

Bureau of Far Eastern affairs had been advised A¥L=CI0
msmummuummmu .
It war wderstood Vige-President had made the invitation, Ve
had no information or comment on that,

There was no discussion on matter of other persons, such
as Senator or Congresmman, aceompanying the trip.

State has made no comnmitment om "experts” or
= uﬁ:"‘w““‘ Fecqemand st :I"“"““"".....‘;..v
L L3 “&

coordination and cooperation

mnm There was discussion but no decision
:.Mtlh\o baggage-aldes, other such persemnel if

At some early stage, the Secret Serviee should be invited
into diecussions adbout arrangements,

"
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FE - Mr. Ericson April 21, 1961
SPA - James D. Bell

Vice President's Schedule for Manila

The Vice President would be expected to call on President
Carlos P. Garcia, Vice President Diosdado Macapagal, Senate
President Eulogio Rodriguez, and Foreign Minister Pelixberto
M. Serrano. The Philippine domestic political situation is
especially delicate at this time. Vice President Macapagal
has already been nominated as Presidential candidate on the
Liberal Party ticket. President Garcia and Senate President
Rodriguez are both candidates for the nomination of the
Nacionalista Party. Thus, you have a certain rivalry among
all three and care would have to be taken not to pemmit the
Vice President to be used by any of the contenders for their
own narrow political purposes. This, however, is a matter
which I am sure the Vice President would be able to handle
with consummate skill. It is probably not necessary to add
that the U.S8. policy is to remain completely aloof from
Philippine internal politics.

In addition to the four officials mentioned above, it
might be desirable to have the Vice President attend a tea
or some similar function given by the combined Senate and
House Foreign Relations Committee where there would be an
opportunity to get Congressional views on U.S.-American
relations.

I understand that Vice President Johnson is interested
in East=West exchange and was very interested in the Hawaiin
Center for this purpose. The University of the Philippines
has a special Department of Asian Studies at which they have
students from a number of Asian countries which might be
worked into the schedule. ICA some years ago established
& very successful Asian Labor Center which has been attended
by a number of labor leaders from other Asian countries. In
addition, the Philippine military have helped train military
officers from Southeast Asian ecountries. More details on this
type of activity could be worked out through the Embassy.
Also, the Embassy would be able to arrange for the Vice
President to visit an agricultural project in the vicinity of

Manila.
Social
DECLASSIFIED —CONPIDENTIAL
Authority ,&’d,[&' /Z& ///,’&/f?é .
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Social .g% Cofigg%%g; Activities. The Vice President
would presuma place a wreath on the monument
to Philippine hero Jose Rizal. He might also wish to

visit the large and, I understand, very beautiful American
cemetery on the outskirts of Manila.

It is likely, particularly because of the election in
November, that President Garcia would want to give a
dinner for the Vice President. In the event the Vice
President stayed two evenings, it would be appropriate
for Ambassador Hickerson to have a dinner.

FE:SPA:JDBell:geb —CONFIDENTIAL



May 5, 196l
The Vice President

Horace Busby

LABOR REPRESENTATIVE ON TRIP TO ASIA

State Department was called this morning from the White House
(Mr. Dunagan) with the following message:

Mr. Meany contacted the White House, said that there hod been
on agreement or understanding that a representative of AFL-CIC
would be on the Vice President's trip, that the representative
would be Mr. Selfridge (Retail Clerks). The White House then
called State and instructed them to include Mr. Selfridge in

the party.

This message came to me from Mr. Ericson ot State who was
simply transmitting the information and had not handled the calls.

It would be my suggestion that State be asked to list Selfridge
as someone they l‘\?;o selected or asked to make this mission.
Nobody at State knows for sure the origin of this idea, although
they had been informally advised two weeks ago by "the AFL-CIO"
that an invitation had been extended through the Vice-President.

ik



WHITE HOUSE ARMY SIGNAL AGENCY
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

SIGWH 27 April 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR: Colonel Burris
Office of the Vice President

SUBJECT: Airborne Teletype Communications.

Certain aircraft of the Special Air Mission Detachment 1254 are
equipped with a teletype capability. The above aircraft include all three
707 jets and the Presidential DC-6.

Traffic for principals aboard these aircraft is normally processed
through the White House Army Signal Agency (WHASA) Communications
Center for relay to the plane. Both classified and unclassified messages
are handled in the same manner.

WHASA Communications Center can be reached from the Security
Switchboard.

Request prior notice of the impending utilization of these facilities
be given to the Signal Office so that proper arrangements can be made

with the Signal Corps and Air Force.
=06 ) {

Captain, Signal Corps
Assistant Operations Officer



SIGWH 27 April 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR: Colonel Burris
Office of the Vice President

SUBJECT: Airborne Teletype Communications.

Certain aircraft of the Special Air Mission Detachment 1254 are
equipped with a teletype capability. The above aircraft include all three
707 jets and the Presidential DC-6.

Traffic for principals aboard these aircraft is normally processed
through the White House Army Signal Agency (WHASA) Communications
Center for relay to the plane. Both classified and unclassified messages
are handled in the same manner.

WHASA Communications Center can be reached from the Security
Switchboard.

Request prior notice of the impending utilization of these facilities
be given to the Signal Office so that proper arrangements can be made
with the Signal Corps and Air Force.

EARL C. DUNN, JR.

Captain, Signal Corps
Assistant Operations Officer
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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

April 24

MEMO FOR Colonel Burris

Attached are four papers tabled by
Lt. General McGarr at today's meeting,
which may be of interest to you as background
material for the Vice President's trip.

General Lansdale will assemble
some additional material which he thinks
the Vice President might wish to read prior
to his trip and will send over to you
separately.

o)W NS—

E. F. BLACK
Colonel, USA
Military Assistant

rane

When With Attachments

SecDef Cont. Ho._S"*Di
' HE833




Vice President's Office
Col. Burris A

|

Vice President's Proposed Trip to the Far East
and Near East

I refer to Mr. Meloy's memorandum of April 25 to FE regarding
the Vice President's proposed trip to Asia. That memorandum desig-
nated CA - Mr. Martin as coordinator for a trip which was then to
include Manila, Bangkok, Taipei and Saigon.

The proposed trip hae now been expanded to include substantive
stops at New Delhi and Karachi, with Athens as a rest stop on the
return trip.

It has been decided that the Bureau of Far Esstern Affairs
should continue to coordinate the entire trip, and should be the
principal channel for commmnication with the Vice President's office
regarding all arrangements. FE - Mr. McConaughy has been designated
Coordinator. FE - Mr. Ericeon will be in charge of all detailed
arrangements. Mr. Ericson can be reached on Extension 5662, Room
6317. NEA has deaignated SOA - Mr. Weil as the point of contact within
NEA (Extension 3730). Administrative arrangements for tke trip are
the responsibility of A - Mr. Crockett.

All outgoing telegraphic traffic involving the Vice President's
trip should be cleared with either Mr. McConaughy or Mr. Ericson.

b, —
fn./

L. D. Battle
Executive Secretary

DECLASSIFIED
Authority s S ZE

By_.éﬁ;%, NARS, Date_€/8727
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Vice President's Office
—srener— Mr. Busby

Vice Preaident's Proposed Trip to the Far East
and Near East

I refer to Mr. Meloy’'s memorandum of April 25 to FE regarding
the Vice President's proposed trip to Asia. That memorandum desig-
nated CA - Mr. Martin as coordinator for a trip which was then to
include Manila, Bangkok, Taipei and Saigon.

The proposed trip has now been expanded to include substantive
stops at New Delhi and Karachi, with Athens as & rest stop on the
return trip.

It has been decided that the Bureau of Far Eastern Affairs
should continue to coordinate the entire trip, and should be the
principal channel for commnication with the Vice President’s office
regarding all arreangements. FE - Mr. McConaughy has been designated
Coordinator. FE - Mr. Ericson will be in charge of all deteiled
arrangements. Mr. Ericson can be reached on Extension 5662, Room
6317. NEA has designated SOA -« Mr. Weil as the point of contact within
NEA (Extension 3730). Administrative arrangements for tke trip are
the responsibility of A - Mr. Crockett.

All outgoing telegraphic traffic involving the Vice President's
trip should be cleared with either Mr. McConaughy or Mr. Ericson.

Y pacn

L.Dé;;

Executive Becretary

DECLASSIFIED
Authority Lrple te nfsef/7¢
By L2, NALS, Date_ 2427
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DR TELEGRAN

SENT TO: BANGKOK DECLASSIFIED ‘
nngu Avthority sdez & Lbe. /5 /74
NEW DELHI ].‘J___‘_ 27Z __; NARS, Date_ d’é/fﬁ 2 &
SAIGON
TAIPET

RPTD INFO: ROME

HONG KONG
CINCPAC POLAD

LIMIT D ISTRIBUTION

Vice President Johnson has agreed undertake trip around Southern periphery
Asia including visits Manila, Taipei, Saigon, Bangkok, New Delhi and Kerachi,

Trip is premised om belief it is in mational interest to makeldsmmmde
gesture of new administretion's support and concern for nations this sensitive
area, especially at time when we need sympathetic response from Asian neutrals
and allies to measures we taking in dangerous situations Laos and Viet~Nanm,
Vice President would personally convey to leaders and peoples of area assurance
of readiness new administration, acting as a partner and friend, to contribute
through technical ald and development assistence to their long=term economic,
political and defense goals, both as individual nations and on regional basis.

Although Vice President may be asked to make clear US views on some

subjects, his trip would be essentially goodwill in mwr-( ’ﬁ

Vice President's commitments require trip be compressed into period May
9=23. Proposed schedule, based on use MATS 707 aircraft: (See alternatives)
Action poste
—SBoREr-
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Action posts are requested to inform Department ASAP whether host govermments
sre willing receive Vice Presidential visit and whether dates indicated are
acceptable, Vice President requests that information re proposed trip be held in
strict confidence until entire schedule hes been confirmed, whereupon arrangexents
for simultaneous releases ‘‘ashington and posts to be visited will be made. Embassy
stoff should be informed on need-to~know basis onlye

If visit acceptable, Embassy and host government may begin preliminary mxk
planning, besring in mind following considerations:

1, Visit is conditioned on fimm assurance where appropriate that Vice
President will not be subject of , trations or offensive acts.

2. Vice President destwwe fornalities be kept to minimum, vith no soeisl
functions other than those demanded by protoecl requirements.

3. Vice President would appreciste opportunity at esch post for personal
contalt with population on inforawal basis, in conjumection where possible with visit
installation to which 'S aid program or other influence has contributed.

Action poste should cable ASAP: 1) names of control officers; 2) suggested
schedule for visit - see individual post suggestions below: 3) suggested points
to be emphasised in arrival=departure statements Mmz:z&bw
Vice President; msamgxibessequinex tyzachatnles and L) list of subjects which host
government is likely to raise or which post believes Vice President may profitably
raise. No rpt no pleans should be confirmed to host government until arproved
by Vice Presidemt.

Mrs. Johnson
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Mrs. Johnson will aecompany. Fost shoulc cadble su;;ested schedule for her
and designste control officer for her activities,

Further details rsgarding sise and composition of perty anc adwinistrative
details will be cabled soonest.

For Saigon: If trip materializes as planned, Ambassador Nolting will be
instructed arrive in time present credentials before Viee President's visit,

For Vice President, su gest you consider disecussions w!th President and Vice
President, visit Agroville, U.5.-Viet=Nam textile plant, U.3. financed highway
to 'ien Hua base.

For Manilas “ugpest discussions with President and Vice Fresident; address
to National Assembly (Ambassedor Romulo has alre-dy incuired re this)j visit to
University of Philirrines, Asian Lsbor Center, or agricultural project near Manilaj;
plecing wreath on Rizal monument,

For Talpei: Suggest discussions Chiang and Chen “heng; visits to agricultural
anc industrial project, scadenia 3inica or Teiwan Imiversity, Tsing Hus Nuclear
iescarch Institute.

For Bangkok: Suggest eall on King and Queen; discussion with Prime Minister;
attendance wetin: 5 "TO Council Repsj visit US or S74TO project.

call on Vice President and possibly President;
For New Lelhi: Sug.est discussion with Nehru;/visit Gandhi memorial, US

aid croject #nd purely Indian project.

For Karachi:


https://1Dduntr:l.al

For Karachi: Suggest disgussions with Ayub, visit US aid project, Jinnah'se
Tomb, Pakistan military mg‘_}km\ﬁx\,«.wi ala il fy\, CE. Qusn

For CINCFAC POLAD: Vice President would hope preside at ceremony comnected

\s""*)

with Fast=wWest Cultural Cemter, for which he spomsored legislation. Arrangements
would be mede through Vice President's own chennels,

.7 |
For Hong Kong -@(T): Vice Pl&nw be purely m%’

Fe;r&d/los*& ﬂfﬁéewuag %uw«M aathadt



May 10
May 11
May 13
May 14
May 16
May 17

May 18

May 20

Schedule -- Alternative A

Local Time

0800
1445

0000

0920

1130
0200
i01%

1000
1300 (approx)

Depart Washington
Arrive Hickam

Lepart Hickam
Arrive Manila

Depart Manila
Arrive Taipei

Depart Taipel
Arrive Hong Kong

Lepart Hong Kong
Arrive Salgon

Depart Saigon
Arrive Bangkok

Lepart Bangkok
Arrive New Delhi




Schedule -~ Altsrnative B

Date Local Time

May 9 0800
1445

May 10 0800

May 11 _1780 (Buo

May 13 0800
1120

= 173
May }4 . 0800
e 1100

May 15 1100
1230 _
V- Ta

May 16 1300:
%530
7 3%°

May 18 1000
1230

May 20 0200
1015

May 21 %M 1000
1300 (apprex)

May 22 0900
1400
/3os

May 23 0800
4100~

Jee?

Depart Washington
Arrive Hickam

Depart Hiclkam
Arrive Saigon

Depart Salgon
Arrive Manila

Depart Manila
Arrive Talpei

Depart Talpei
Arrive Hong Kong

Depart Hong Kong
Arrive Bangkok

Depart Bangkok
Arrive New Delhi

Depart New Delhl
Arrive Karachi

Depart Karachi
Arriu-&u#\
Dopu'tM '

Arrive Puerto Rico or
Bermuda

Depart Puerto Rico or
Bermuda
Arrive Andrews AFB
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MEMORANDUM

1. Onme of the outstanding conclusions drawn from the trip through
Asia is the tremendous importance of city administration. The
Asian governments face many tremendous problems. And one of the
most pressing is efficient administration at the local level.

2. Every American entering an Asian country can receive from
the Embassy a long list of ''dos and don'ts." The "don'ts" are the
most important. They include:

a.) Don't drink the water unless it is boiled or bottled and
imported.

b.) Don't eat certain types of foods except under highly
special circumstances.

c.) Don't walk the streets in certain sections at night.
d.) Don't brush your teeth with water from the tap.
e.) Wash your hands at every opportunity.

3. Most of these situations arise out of the fact that the problems of

city government have outgrown the capacity of local administrations.

One of the most dramatic examples is the influx of people into Karachi
following the partition of India. In a matter of weeks Karachi went from a
city of about 800, 000 to more than 2 1/2 million. This taxed the water
purification facilities; the police facilities; the public health services to

a point where they have not yet recovered from the strain.

4. One of the greatest services that could be performed by local officials

in our country is to find ways and means of sharing with the local officials

in Asia the knowledge that America has gained from facing similar problems.
Certain types of machinery already exist, such as the "sister cities"

which are set up through the People to People Program. For example,
Washington, D.C. is now a sister city of Bangkok, Thailand. Sacramento,
California is a sister city of Manila in the Philippines. The "sister city"
systems cover 36 countries of the free world and many more communities
want to come in under the program.

(more)
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Papers for Vice President's Trip

VIETNAM
Talking paper (based on Kennedy letter)
Position papers:

U.S. Economic Aid

Political Support for Diem
SEATO and Laos

Laos and 1l4-Nation Conference
Cambodia-Vietnam Relations
Current Situation in Vietnam
General Background

PHILIPPINES

No talking paper (Only 1 point for V.P. to raise)
Position papers:

U.S. Military Assistance Program
Military Bases Negotiations

Garcia Visit to the U.S.

Omnibus claims or damage legislation
Civil Air Negotiations

Sugar Quota

Philippine Views on Laos and BEATO
Country data background paper

TAIPEI (Republic of China)
Talking paper
Position papers:

Chinese Representation in the U.N.

Delivery of C-130B to Republic of Chna

U.S. Support of Chinese Economic Development
Off-Shore Islands

Continued U.S. Support for the Republic of China
GRC Current Military Operations Against Mainland

U.S. Policy Toward Mongolia



TAIPEI (CONT'D)
Background papers:

Present status of Soviet Communist Chinese Relations
Thai-Mainlander Relations
General

BANGKOK
Talking Paper
Position papers:

Impact of the Lao Crisis on Thailand
U.S. Assistance in Thai Economic Development

Irrigation Projects in Thailand
Thai-Cambodia Relations

KMT Irregulars

Defehse Agreement

Batkground Paprs

Background papers on Recent U.S. Security
Assurance to Thailand

P.L. 480 Rice Sales

General paper

INDIA
Talking Paper
Position papers:

Indo-Pakistan Relations

Kashmir Issue

India Request for Sugar Quota
Economic Situation and Prospects
U.S.-Indian Civil Aviation Relations

Background papers:

Outlook for Stability

Indian Attitude Toward World Problems

U.S.-Indian Relatiomns

Indian Relations with Free World and Communist Bloc



PAKISTAN
Talking Paper
Position papers:
Pakistan-Communist Bloc Relations
Afghanistan-Pakistan Relations
U.S. Economic Assistance to Pakistan

U.S.-Pakistan Cooperation in Defense
U.S.-Pakistan Relations

General Regional Papers
1 Regional Organizations - S.E. Asia

1 S.E. Asia Treaty Organization
1 SEATO and Laos

1 Vietnam paper given the V.P. by Gen. Lansdale



DATE:

TO:

FROM:

RE:

MEMORANDUM

Mey 1, 1961

The Vice~President

Horace Busby Z.J'-"‘

ITINERARY FOR PROPOSED TRIP

The itinerary of the trip should carefully fit both the
purpose and the "image" of the mission: i.e., it should be
a personsal inspection for the President and should be a
purposeful, fast-moving, protocol-aside type mission.

The trip, of necessity, must include Hawell, Menila,
Seigon (South Vietnem), and Bangkok (Thailend). Additional
points involve these considerations:

Formosa: Chiang is, for meny in the US, the "Adenauer
of Asia." Omission of & visit would be infuristing to
him and, in turn, his admirers -~ notebly in Congress.
Unnecessary injury end suspicion would be invited for
the Administration by such omlssion. The necessity of
the visit 1s domestic politics in US, especially now.

Cambodia: Involvement of US prestige here is dublous
in wisdom and necessity. This is not a strong point.
Ceambodie has some of the makings of another Leos. If
possible, exclude this visit.

New Delhi-Pakistan: One visit necessitates two visits.
In both instances, however, there is some willingness
to fight -~ this should be honored by such a visit.
Also, Indian assent 1s desirsble before commitment of
US arms against Asiatics. This visit 1s desirsble.

Australla~New Zealand: Agaln, two visits would be
required. Might be useful to remind US of simlilarity
of Commmnist aggression and Japanese pattern in 19L2.
Not ebsolutely necessary.

Return by Europe: TUndesireble, regardless of stops.
Could go to Rome, Bonn, maybe ILondon, not Parls. Or to
Geneva, to bring Deen home. But proper order would
suggest the Vice-President reporting to President on
Southeast Asia and President only contacting Europeans.

o
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ~

25 April 1961

MEMO FOR Colonel Howard Burris, USAF
Office of the Vice President
Executive Office Building

Attached are three papers which I believe
the Vice-President will find useful as background
for his visit to Vietnam.

They are:

(1. The report of my visit to Vietnam
in early January, which the President has read.

(2). A paper prepared at Deputy
Secretary Gilpatric's request, which he used
in his recent discussion with the President.

(3). An intimate character sketch on
President Diem who is a very close friend of
mine.

= & homGdale

EDWARD G, LANSDALE
Brigadier General, USAF
Assistant to the
Secretary of Defense

j 71018398
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21 Apr 61 , 3 PM
Col Burris:

Mildred Zayac in Mr. McGeorge Bundy's ofc
called. Last night Mr., Bundy talked to the Vice
President. VP wants to be cued inthoroughly
on Viet Nam planning before he goes out.

Mr. Bundy said that after talking to Mr.
Gilpatric and the President, at their suggestion
he is turning this over to Mr, Rostow in

Mr. Bundy's office. Mr, Rostow will keep in
touch with the VP and is available at any time,
That includes the question of who should go,
Mr, Bundy also mentionedthat probably

Mr. Gilpatric will not go but they will discuss
the party later.

Mr. Rostow mentioned that perhaps the VP
would like to sit in at a very important meeting
Monday, 10 AM in Mr, Gilpatric's office. If
so, contact Mr. Rostow,

Mr., Rostow's ext: 235 WH Line.
Mr. Bundy ext: 333, 334 WH
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FOR AMBASSADOR FROM ACTING SECRETARY

As gesture of encouragement and reassuraace to those
US allies in Asia most directly threatened by communist encmoachment
Vice President Johnson has agreed to make brief trip to Far East
wnnawpymuw'mm. Concept of trip is to dramatize
US support for governments concerned and give political leaders this
sensitive area opportunity exchange views with top-level representative
of new US administration. Vice President would not repeat not desire
conduct negotiations on specific issues or give other than general
indications of US support.

EZssential that VP return Washington prior to President
Kennedy's departure for Ottawa May 16. Trip must be compressed
into period May 8 to 16, Suggested itinerary based on use MATS 707
aircraft as follows:

Date Local Time  XbeslZiwaz

May 8 0800 Depart Washington
1545 Arrive Hickam

May 9 0800 Depart Hickam

~SECRET



DATE Local Time

May 10 1515 Arrive Manila
May 11 1400 Depart Manila
1630 Arrive Bangkok
May 12 1230 Depart Bangkok
1430 Arrive Saigon
May 14 0800 Depart Saigon
1200 Arrive Taipel
May 15 0800 Depart Taipei
0200 Be Arrive Hickam
1500 Depart Hickam
May 16 0830 Arrive Washington

Ambassadors are requested to inform Department 88AP
whether host governments are willing receive Vice Presidential visit
and whether dates indicated are acceptable, Approach should indicate
that tight schedule regrettably permits little or no variation in timing.

Vice President requests that information re proposed trip
be held in strict confidence until entire schedule has been confirmed,
whereupon arrangements for simultaneous releases Wwashington and
posts to be visited will be made, Embassy staff should be informed
on need-to-know basis only.


https://Department.as.AP

If visit acceptable, Embasy and host government may
begin preliminary planning, bearing in mind following considerations:

1. Vist is conditioned on firm assurance that Vice
President will not be subject of demonstrations or offensive acts,

2. Vice President desires formalities be confined to
absolute minimum.

3. Vice President desiresopportunity at each post for
personal contact with population on informal basis, in conjunction
where possible with visit installation to which US aid program or
other influence has contributed,

4. Bxinzxaikdbeugrz In making housing arrangements,
ensure that minimum of six members VP's entourage will be
billeted in immediate vicinity under same roof.

Action Posts should cable suggested schedules for visit
as soon as feasible, Posts should also cable ASAP suggested arrival
and departure remarks and any other statements by VP as may be
required during visit., No repeat no plans should be confirmed to
host government until approved byVice President.

Mrs. Johnson will accompany. Ldwin W. Martin, Director
Office Chinese Affairs, will be senior representative Bureau of Far
Eastern Affaits. Further instructions and details regarding size and

composition
~SEeREF—
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composition of party will be cabled when available,

FOR SAIGONL. If trip materializes Ambassador Nolting
would proceed Saigon to present credentials several days in advance
VP's arfival.

FOR CINCPAC POLAD: Vice President would hope
preside at xxam ceremony connected with tast-west Center, for
which he sponsored legislation. Arrangements would be made
through Vice President's own channels.

FE:RAEricson:emb
4/26/61 —SECR=ET
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THITATIVE SCHEDULE

Visit of the Vioce President to Bangkok

9100

11:00
12:00

ks 30
5130
7100

Second Day
9130

10: 0
283

63100
T:00

Briefing at the Embassy, including all U.S.
Migsion Chiefs.

Call on Prime Minister

Call on King and Queen

Call on Secretary-General of SEATO
Call on Secretary-(eneral of ECAFE

Reception offered by Thal Government

Attendance at special meeting of SEATO
Council Representatives.

Visit to selected SEATO projects

Visit to selected U.8. ald projects, e.g.,
Friendship Highway

Press Conference

Reception (or dinner) at U.S. Embassy

Thailand's importance to the U,S. position in Southeast Asia has

been increased immeasurably by the orisis in Laos.

Without close

Thai cooperation any U.S. diplomatic or military efforts in Laos

would be much more difficult, if not virtually impossible.

Conversely,

Thailand seesiiss.nationalsecurity immediately threatened by a crisis
the course oi which is bein; determined by the U. S., ratier than Laos,

or Thailand.

U.8. aotions in this situation will have a direet and
vital bearing on Thailand's security.

Consequently, the Thai are

closely scrutinising all V.5, actions and all indications of U,.S,

DECLASSIFIED

intentions
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INT@MtioNs. In particuddr, they are seeking assurances of continued,
firm U, 5. support for %hailandy should th@ir confidence in the U.S,
be shaken, they undoubtedly will consider accommodation teo the power
of Communist China,

In recognition of these factors, both President Eisenhower and
President Kennedy have taken steps to reassure Thai Prime Minister
Sarit privately. A major pub gesture of U,5. interest in Thai-
land would thus be a highly useful, if not essential, contribution
to Thai confidenéeein the United States and, thereby, to the U.S.
position in Southeast Asia.

If the Vice President were to visit nearby Viet-Nam without
also visiting Thailand, The Thai might well interpret it as an
indication of waning U,S. interest in Thailand with the serious
consequences mentioned above.

FisSkAs LBAskewtmm W/21/61
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