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File 
Date Time Description Keference-
9/S 1100 Subatantive Talk with Prime Minister 

Erlander at Latter'• Office 
Memoranda of Conversation III/I 

VII/A, VII/D
2000 Attend Dinner at City Hall Given by 

Swedish-American Aaaociationa 
Speech by Vice Preaident III/Sveden/J 
lmbtel 450 VIII(A)/A/4 

9/6 1300 Depart Arland& Airport, Stockholm, for 
Belainld 

Departure Statement III/Sveden/X 
lmbtel 437 (preJ1 ■1nary 

evaluation of viait) VIII(A)/A/3 
Stockholm'• tel 28 to O.lo 

(further evaluation of visit) VIIl(A)/A/12 
1500 Arrive Relainki 

Welcome Speech by Chairlllan of 
City Counc 11 III/Finland/A 

Arrival Statement by Vice 
President III/Finland/I 

1900 Meet with Preaident l(elckonen at 
Presidential Palace to Present Manner-
heim Stamp Platea and Drawings 

1930 Attend·Dinner Given by Preaident Itek-
konen 

Speech by President ICekkonen III/Finland/C 
9/7 0830 Viait Open Market in Helainki and Stop 

at USS Barton 
Remarka at USS Barton III/Finland/D 

1015 Subatantive Meeting with President 
lakkonen at Presidential Palace 

Memorandum of Converaation VII/C, VII/D 
1115 Cut Tape Opening "American Week" 

Speech by Dr. Olin III/Finland/I 
Speech by Vice President III/Finland/F 

1230 Attend Luncheon at Parliament Building 
Given by Speaker of Parliament 

Vice Preaident'a lleaponae III/Finland/G 
1530 Attend Barbecue Given by Elllbaaay 

Vice President'• Remarlta III/Finland/B 
leaponae to Vice Preaident'• 

Remarka III/Finland/I 
2030 Attend Finnish-American Banquet 

Vice Preaidant'a Speech III/Finland/J 
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File 
Date Time Description Reference 

9/8 1000 Tape Informal TV Interview 
Record of Interview III/Finland/I.

1100 Depart Belainki 
1150 Arrive Rovaniemi 
1230 Lunch at Polar Hotel with Governor of 

Lapland and Mayor of Rovaniad 
;; Reaponae to Taoat III/Finland/L 

1430 Lay Wreath at Monument for War Dead 
Remarks III/Finland/M 

'1600 Depart Rovaniemi 
1650 Arrive Belainki 

9/9 0900 Depart Helsinki for Turku 
1000 Arrive Turku Univeraity 
1230 Lunch at Turku Castle Boated by the 

City Manager 
R.emar~ ,at Luncheon III/Finland/If 

1445 Depart for Seppala1 Ialand. Gueat of 
Ambaaaador and Madam Sepplll 

2000 Depart Sepplll 
2125 Arrive Helainki 

9/10 1120 Final Substantive Meeting with President 
ICekkonen 

Memorandum of Converaation VII/E
Presa Statement III/Finland/0 

1300 Depart Helsinki, Finland 
Departure Statement III/Finland/P 
Pabtela 164 and 170 

(evaluationa of visit) VIII(A)/A/6 
VIII (A)/ A/11 

1500 Arrive Bodo, Norway 
Arrival Statement III/Norway/A 

1620 Visit Jenthoftaletta Houaing Project 
1710 Attend Reception 1n•city Council Cham-

bera Given by Governor of Nordland 
Province and Mayor 

- 1810 Depart Bodo 
1920 Arrive Oslo 

Arrival Statement III/Norway/I 
9/11 0930 Subatantive Meeting with Prime Miniater 

and Exchange of Rotes Regarding 
Comnmtcation Satellites 

Memorandum of Conversation VII/F 
Norwegian Government Rote VII/G 

1225 Lay Wreath at Akerahua Memorial to 
~War Dead 

1300 Audience and Lunch with King 
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File 
Date Time Description Reference-
9/11 2000 Attend Government Dinner Hosted by 

• Prime Minister at Akerahua Fortress 
Speech by Prime Minister III/Norway/C 
Remarks by Vice President III/Norway/D 

9/12 1030 Visit Standard Telefon og ICabelfabrik 
Remarks by Vice President III/Norway/I 

1230 Call on President of Storting and Lunch 
by Starting Officers 

Response by Vice President III/Norway/F 
2000 Speak at University Aula 

Speech III/Norway/G 
2115 Visit Oslo Red Cross Benefit Dance 

at Skanaen 
9/13 1030 (Local Time) Depart Oslo 

·Departure Statement III/Norway/I 
Embtels 224, 226, 228 

(evaluation of visits) VIII(A)/A/8 
VIII(A)/A/10 

VIII (A)/ A/14 
1030 (Local Time) Arrive Copenhagen 

Arrival Statement III/Denmark/A 
1300 Lunch at Fredensborg Palace with King 

and Queen 
2000 Attend Government Dinner at Christiana-

borg Palace 
Sp~ech by Vice President III/Denmark/B 
Remarks by Prime Minister Krag III/Denmark/C

~9]14 1100 Substantive Talks with Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister at Foreign 
Ministry 

Memorandum of Conversation VII/H
1315 Attend Lunch at Residence Given by 

Ambassador Blair 
1530 Lay Wreath at FDR. Statue 
2000 Speak at Student Association Building 

Welcoming Remarks by Dr. 
Svend Erik Stybe III/Denmark/D 

Speech by Vice President III/Denmark/I 
Remarks by Dr. Stybe following 

Vice President's Speech III/Denmark/F 
Vice President'• Statement to 

Danish State Radio III/Denmark/G 
9/15 2100 Dinner at Restaurant Balkonen, Tivoli 

Gardena 
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File 

-Date Time 

9/16 0830 

1030 
1100 

1145 
1330 

1650 

1715 

1930 

2245 

0120 

Description Reference 

Depart Copenhagen 
Departure Statement III/Denmark/I 
Embtel 228 (evaluation of 

visit) VIII(A)/A/14 
Arrive Keflavik 
Arrive Bessastadir for Formal Call on 

President 
Visit Prime Minister at Government House 
Attend President's Luncheon at Hotel 

• Saga 
Presentation of Gift by the 

Vice President III/Iceland/A 
Toast by Vice President III/Iceland/B 

Meet with University Rector and Present 
Gift of Scientific Books 

Remarks by Vice President III/Iceland/C 
Deliver Speech at University·Auditorium 

Speech III/Iceland/D 
Attend Dinner at Hotel Borg Hosted by 

Prime Minister 
Toast by Vice President III/Iceland/E 

Depart Keflavik 
Embtel 139 (evaluation of 

visit) VIII(A)/A/15 
Arrive Andrews AFB, Washington, D. C. 
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VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO NORTHERN EUROPE 
September 2 - 17, 1963 

CHRONOLOGYOF VISIT 
File 

_D_e_sc_r_i~p~t_i_o_n ReferenceDate Time 

9/2 1800 Depart Andrews AFB, Washington, D. C. 
Departure Statement III/U.S./A 

1915 Arrive Otis AFB for meeting with 
President at Squaw Island 

2300 Depart Otis AFB 

9/3 1100 Arrive Arlanda Airport, Stockholm 
Welcome Speech by Prime 

Minister Erlander III/Sweden/B 
Arrival Statement by Vice 

President III/Sweden/A 
1615 Visit U.S. Pavilion at St. Erik's Fair 

Welcome Speech by Minister 
of Commerce Lange III/Sweden/C 

Remarks by the Vice President III/Sweden/D 
Embtel 420 VIII(A)/A/1 

2000 Attend Dinner Given by Prime Minister 
Speech by Prime Minister III/Sweden/E 
Response by Vice President III/Sweden/F 

9/4 1030 Arrive Tullinge Airport to observe RSAF 
Special Flight Demonstration 

1100 Depart Tullinge Airport for Xngelholm 
1225-
1235 Arrive Angelholm" and depart for Sofiero 
1245 Arrive Sofiero for Lunch with King and 

Queen 
1500 Depart for Gothenburg 
1630 Arrive Gothenburg 

Welcome Speech by City Council 
Chairman III/Sweden/G 

Vice President's Arrival 
Statement III/Sweden/H 

1910 Attend Dinner with Civic, Business, 
and Labor Leaders at Gothenburg 
City Hall 

Speech by Vice President III/Sweden/I 
2130 Depart for Stockholm 

Embtel 434 (Report on 
day's activities) VIII(A)/A/2 
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Not· for release until after delivery about 11 t 10 

VI~- PRESIDENT'S ARRIVAL STATI.nENT 
ARLANDAAIRPORT 
September 3 1 1963 

Mr,-Prime Minister• friend$ of Swedeni 

You do my country a great honor with your generous and 
cordial welcome to our party. We are most graterul to you. 

Two years ago, it was my sad duty to vis'it your country 
for the funeral of one of the world's heroes of peace, Dag 
Hammarskjold. Today, at the kind invitation of your 
Government, we return on a far happier mission -- of old 
friendship and new confidence. 

The bonds between our countries are old, strong and 
·unbreakable. Natives of your land founded New Sweden on our 
shores 325 years ago -- before there was a Uni,ted States. 
When our country was- formed, Sweden, under King Gustavus III 
was the first non-belligerent nation to extend diplomatic 
recognition to our young republic. But, from our view, our 
greatest debt to Sweden is for the -finest gift of all: the 
1.a.,million natives of your land who honored us by coming to 
live in America and contribute to the strength and success 
of our country. 

I am proud to come bringing the good wishes of the hundreds 
of thousands of Americans of Swedish descent - ... and the personal 
greetings of the President of the United States, John r. l<eMedy. 

We of America believe the world is entering one of the_ 
·most hopeful times in the history of man. Progress is being 
made toward peace, toward universal justice, toward higher
standards of living for all who inhabit the earth, If such 
progress is still slow and tentative, it is nonetheless more 
sure and tangible than recent years permitted us to expect. 

The age of danger is not at an end. All who would 
preserve their independence and protect the highest values 
of human existence must remain vigilant and resolute. ~e 
must accept reality and reject illusion if peace itself is 
to be real and lasting. • 

In this climate, it is fitting that Sweden and America--. 
as strong, vigorous and free nations-~ should be meeting 
together, planning together and working togeth~r for the 
future. Our people share many common values, hopes and 
aspirations. We are all drawn together by the reality that, 
as free men, we shall share a commoh destiny-~ a destiny
which will be determined by the wisdom, realism and courage 
of our generation. 

We have come to meet with your people, to observe your 
achievements, and to t~lk with your leaders, confident that 
our visit will be most useful and constructive· -- and most, 
enjoyable. • 

1 





.:lie-·- - -~ - - ,-------· -- ----- :lt 
~ 8,30 p.m. september 3 1963. 

Pressbyrln XXJCXXY1CXXXXXXllXXXXXr.XXXXX:XX 

' \ - .• Eltl.·~·e Minister Erlander's Speach at the' s;ea.iqh .. ,'·. 

0,9,~$zrt,i9ept~ii;i~~·er f'or V>qs,7Presi~en-ft.fWd Mrs s ,J,Qhtlson 
Septernbe'r ,.3 1963 • • 

-~~ .-Vi-ibe..Presi.dent:, .... 

. ,' \ 

. On behal:f of th.e Swe,di~h Govem□·ent ;r;~an~~.to ..extE 
• ' .,.. • ... . , }· •• •• :, • I • ' • • • . ._ • 

a, warn· ~elcooe to yoti~-.Mr. V~c·e .Pr~Aident;i~and to M;r.s_.,.Johnson •. 
It -is·:~ ·b9h_ciu'.~-;ahd.ti' ple'its'ui~'. for. U,'3.'he-i'e. P.:r;-.esent.,,. ~q.; ..tor 

t1ie''\,tit"le ('~ii'. ~s~~Jl~rVi ti~e ~---J.~er.ican •to. gr,eet_: f<itJ\tht~~.f_i~~t _ 
Vi.Qe, Pr~·~fde1dl~~:.:;i~e. oi.~tb'.e-:swe~J~tt ~-. •gUest ;_-:Go7/~mr.ient

• ' •• •. . . - • ' l •• I ... • • • -

· We feel thi:it''you~ V:i'e'i.t to Swe'd~n·,is·::ofAgr:eat 
.! , .... ' . ·'. ' • • . .. ~-• > • ' -: . . . 

::il!lportan~e fpr tbe'·'developnent of ou'r r~lat"i6hi:1~·~ !rhes-ei:•rel.a-
, . .. ··:. ,·,-.• . ••,; 

tions a1'e, .indeed, close and friendly. ~ttei··:ienbri;ice ·.-wide as.pee"~ 
.of the {if e apd .. l 'T'ff;y ~ .'worlt of .. ou'.~ l>~~li.·~~ 'dr~~1!1¥r:e;_gtb. ·-from 
a. ~lot:t~hini{i~:i"ade, excelle~t, COMmUL·icatiO".'lSand im;.kt~se · •. 
' • • •• , • ' . • ,.,,♦-- , .• ~,. 

:~.rohange of :i?~.a_s ·and exp~r~.~n,oes in .all. fiel~:~ of 'hur,i~ : ,·.
1

act'ivi ty. Th,ey. l).re giyen ~ spe_Q,i~l bur.ian. to~c.tir:·lJy·•:th~;; ~ur.re­
r.able tiea.,~·that 'bind together, sw·'edif!h and· Am'&ric~ famil'ies. 

l , ~ . • ~ -..._ . . • 

I, w:i(lerstan<if that Texe,s, yotu-, own State' t~;th~~-ho~e ol oany 
_ ~ .t , . - r . . . • t 

o\1tet·anding peopl.-:e ~ho al"e equally. p:X-ol,Uibf ·:t;~~tr ,:true A~eri-
. . ' . • •. .! . '. • . . 

·canisi::i and of.- t-h eir Swedish- Q.e.scent •" , , . . •• . . . - . . 

Wbat strikes a Swedish v.1.eitor .-·-to.·Anerica· is the 
. • ··,, : . 

trer!lendous -dynamisr.i; of. yO~+-•·nationa+ life~- ·As /a heritage-fr9rn 
.. .. . 

your past you seel!l· to -carry-•,wi.tb yQU·.a detemin.ation always 
'• ''"i .. 

.to::.-ecogni.ze and to conqu~r.:ca, n.ew -frontier~·,_.soce of,.,.ff:?ij.r_a~pial 
and,-.politi~al·-problel!lS are.' ol _~;COMplexity"(~nd a ·l'l\~gnJ.:iaiide -~hat'•.·,. . . ct,.. . . ' . 
~e~iJl Sweden with our .~~all bo'J:'9genous popuµition-i~ay~v-~r 

'I, . • ,~. \ •• - •• ',. , .J •• :· •• ,: ,·· 

~-• I ,would .• to pay t~pµte. the ooa~if:~~ :·.like_ ~~:;-e ~«?--.'. 

https://to::.-ecogni.ze
https://carry-�,wi.tb


the wisdoM with .Jioh· the President, you-sE ah'd ··the whole 
A~eri~an Government are tackling these dffficul1: ~roble □s 
and are trying to solve then in accordance with the denocrati~ 

ideals of fairness and equality. 
One of the many problecs that we have in conrion is 

how to assure sound conditions for the further expansion of 
the productive capacity in industry and agri¢ulture, for 
the stability of the labour market and for the wellbeing 
of the whole people, We have e lively e~ohange of experienaes 
in th e~·f:telds·-and -I--want·•-to ·tell·_:your~,.: 11PJ:es~dent, that 
we ilrthis··._. country hav-e ::f-ol-lowed· ..with-'.ke$:n-.:interest, . • arid. 

have greatly benefited frorn, the discussion ;i;ha"t .goea . ."on 
in your courttrya:we bave-also been stimulated by the interest 
that· American ·1eadera in Gov emment:,1 .-.~du-stry: and •trade . . . . . . .' 

unions ~ave-taken 1h aom~ aspects of our practices regarding 
th-e organizatiion~ ..ijf.'"(t1)eIab"oUr mark~-t ••. 

. Wei lilso :eliare-·tlf&: o·onvic-tton :that a sound andI. expan­
d~-~l: 8()~fl~'::at:'•lior..teP.[s ;.a· l'ieceseary oondi ti-on if we 'ai-e 'to '111akS 
pr-ogr..ess~ iiii' 0Ul'-r:1fo·iit.:.fe:ti"' an ir1or1!aeing world trade and for higher . 
economi~-;·stati"Mrds efJeeyWbere·~ We HavegrEieted President Kennedy's 
proposala· 1for tariff rEtdiiotions •Ori 4,,global"ibasis with a real 
sat:iaf.aotion ran.da ;~Jm\ will· to:, · eo•tfp&~at~ with.:.tou · for' :'tbeif 
real~zation· •. This bold -in1ttat1\fef 1s&ems':~ l1S9 tt):.ibold·:i:out!~fi6ies 
for the '·expansion and. eta&ilizatiorf.P~f ··woilttr,'e&ortony ... i-mua'li 
in the· saoe way. as anothe1FAmeno·anJide&j -tbfl"ll~riiMlti:PI~, 
b ecace in its time L1ttlELinstrument .do'l'·xthclf~trebab:tli ia-Uoif:'··Md i.1 

,Peco.v,~ of ec<:>no·myEuropean .-
. I also, that··towant-;,you,.i'.to .know.,1:-Mr. :.1Vie=$":·i'.P:re1iide·nt, 

us.·in· Sw~den- the =Amencmr-:suppo-rt for -the Un:l'.t·e11·Nations:·:fa a great 
irtspirati:oti". We beli"eVeJnaa ~trJu· ·do, in the neo'.es·s1 ty ;Of· •fi"eiping the 
United Nations to become art":.-vermore. effio.ient" instrument for 

.peace, .attd~we feei ..&ib:l:dngly,t:ae you do;··.tbat ·titensive aid to· 
the dev.eloping rcow:i:t.rll.eah's.a·oecome· one ·of tbe moe·t ··urgeni • ·and 
impartah1t contriibu.t-t.01i"s '.that we :-can give to bringing ·)abou1Fa:i'. . . 
ciore· stable world'' o.-rd.e~,.. • 

•. :. Mrf· Vice rrs«ide~t, 1·~understand your visit ·here 
to be .the expression➔.•o4f -a., desire to bring· ·to us· a message of 
f::iendsbip :-and understal'Idilig~fror.i tbe American people. We 

https://rcow:i:t.rll.ea
https://want-;,you,.i'.to


wholeheartedly reciprocate this desire and I ask you to take 
back to the United States and to your President gur wam •• 
greetings and best wisbee for the future. I ask my fellow 
guests to raise their glasses and drink with ne to the 
health of our honoured and distinguished guests, the Vice 
President of the United States and Mrs. Johnson. 
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VICE PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
RESPONSE, PRIME MJNISTER 'S DINNBR 
ROYAL MINISTRY, STOCKHOLM 
SEPTEMBER 3, 1963 

FOR RELEASE ON DELIVERY 

Mr. Prime Minister, Distinguished Guests: 

For myself, my family, and the members of our party, may I express our 
. wannest appreciation for the hospitality of the welcome we have received today -- . 

and the courtesy of this memorable occasion'tonight. We have come as friends,· 
. knowing we are among old and good friends here in the homeland of so many of our 
fellow countrymen. 

Our. country has drawn its strength throughout history from many lands. 
Our President, the Chief Justice of our Supreme Court, many members of our 
Cabinet, our Senate, our House of Representatives are grandsons or sons of 
immigrants from other countries, including Sweden and her neighbors. Of all 

. the many who have chosen to contribute their-strengths and skills to our success, 
the natives of Sweden -- and their children -- have traditionally been accorded 
a place of special fondness and affection in .American hearts. 

' It can be said in truth and affection that we in America love our Swedes. 

I speak of this with particular personal feeling. In the District which I 
was honored to represent in our Congress as my first public office, there are 
several communities populated entirely by persons of Swedish ancestry. A 
Swedis_h language newspaper was published in the Capital of my home State .. 
Swedes there; as here, have not lost their thirst for coffee -- and I recall many· 
pleasant hours engaged in that traditional Swedish pastime. Furthermore, . 
Mr. Prime Minister, I am sure you will understand my own affection for 

. Swedish people was enhanced by the fact that at each election, I was· privileged 
to receive substantial numbers of their votes. 



Needless to say, I feel ver:y much at home ln thls friendly and dlstlnguished 
company tonight. 

While we have much in our joint heritage to cherish together, we have 
come on this mission to talk of the future, not of the past. 

In Sweden arid ln America, our people have succeeded ln this Centur:y 
ln building productive industrial societi~s and establishing for themselves 
enviable standards of living. We have successfully concerned ourselves with 
the welfare of all without losing our concern for the liberty and dignity of each. 
Today, our nations - - and other nations sharing those values we cherish - - are 
challenged to new opportunities and responsibilities in the progress of the world. 

We can confidently believe and know that those systems and philosophies 
which would extinguish the light of human liberty do not represent a rising wave in 
this Twentieth Centur:y. On the contrar:y, those systems dedicated to aggression 
and conquest and territorial aggrandizement against their neighbors represent a re­
ceding wave of the past, falling back before the unity of purpose among the free and 
responsible societies. 



As was once written by a distinguished native of your country many cenruries 
ago, "Freedom is of all things best for man to seek in global quests." On all continents, 
in all lands, men who are permitted to choose their own way are making the quest for 
freed·om. • 

Our country places great faith in the importa"C.ce of the political directions of the 
less developed countries. We have contributed heavily of our resources to encourage 
and insure the success of this movement. We especially view with high approval the 
constructive role of Sweden in this regard -- in your contributions to the success of the 
United ·Nations, in your pledge of a portion of your Gross National Product to this 
endeavor, and in your direct assistance to ma"C.y of the developing nations. 

Over many years, individual citizen.s of S-Neden have been noted and respected 
peacemakers for a troubled world. Count Bernadotte and Dag Hammarskjold immediately 
come to mind and we honor their memory. Your sons, like our sons, are keeping the 
vigil of peace in many far corners of the world tonight. It is fitting that as Sweden 
succeeds and prospers, the Swedish nation itself should assume such a characteristically 
responsible role in world progress toward peace. 

Diplomacy is important to achieving peace, when such diplomacy is substantive, 
sincere, and soberly considered. But the world's true hopes for peace rest on broader 
foundations of cooperation among free nations for trade, ,for scientific cooperation, for 
closer culrural _ties, and, above all, for political unity. -

At this period, . the leadership of the United States is dedicated and determined 
to make responsible use of its resources, influence, and offices to encourage the 
success of all such efforts. As a q.ew wave of hope is rising in the world, so there 
is running in America a new tide of growth and strength. We are committing our 
national resources on a scale without parallel in hi.'3tory to scientific research and 
exploration. We are determined that our efforts shall help preserve the peaceful 
realms of outer space from extension of the conflicts and tyrannies of earth. We 
a:re determined that our efforts in space and research shall be of benefit to all 
mankind. We welcome the opportunities to cooperate with and work together with 
the outstanding and world renowned scientific community of Sweden in these endeavors. 

I 

https://importa"C.ce


Out of this great undertaklng ln America, we are sensing the beginning of what 
many belleve will be vlrtually a second industrial revolutlon. We have our problems 
as any dynamlc society wU1 have and as any open and confident society wU1 readily 
acbnlt. &it Americans are working with new energy and imagination to resolve those 
problems. 

We are encouraging the acceleration of our economy by reduclng the burden 
of taxes. We are t.a.king measures to strengthen our balance of payments posltion. 
We have created new lnstruments for opening the doors of more liberal trade. We • 
are moving at all times to secure for all our clttzens that equallty of opportunlty 
and treatment which we believe ls esseutial to the success of a democratic soclety. 

It ls ln thls climate of entbuslasm and hopefulness that we have come to 
Sweden, Mr. Prime Minister, to meet with you attei talk of the future. We believe 
free. men are favored by a rising wind and this ls time for us to cha.rt our course 
toward new horizons. I am sure our talks will be productive. 

May I ask you each to join me in a toast -- to His Majesty the Klng of Sweden, 
to the people of this stalwart.land, and to the contlnuing friendship between our nations. 

### 
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ACTION: SecStat<t WASHINGTON PRIORITY m435DECLASSIFIED 

'.Authority E.O. 11652 SEC. 5 (A) and (D) 

CODELJOHNSON BY, ktP , NARS, Date S- 1- 16 

Vice Pxtesident and Prim~ Minister had hour and a quarter 

exchans,.c of views thie rn01 .. ningil FollowinP, is uncleax-od Memaon. 

subject to w~endmant upon review~ 

Ertla.nd&r and Viee h:iasidoat covered four major topics as 

follows: 

l. Test -ban follow•u;g 

iffi&g Erlander- reaffm1ed St-iedish neutrality policy as 

constl'uctive policy to preserve balance of po~er in area and 

noted coaeU&.""T.enca other Scandinavian g~ in thisof vieu. 

Vice President emphasized we had no RPT no desire to alter 

Swedish policy which we accepted'o Ei'lander askerl Vica • 

President's views on follow-up of ta.st ban 1:t'aaty~ inquirini 

-whether prevention of surprise attack wi tl1 obset'Ve~ posts in 

Enst and West Gennany would be next step. Ho s~id Sweden 

pr-cpared to do what little it would, noting 'that n~utl'al 

observeMi' &ip,ht be a useful area of exploration and au~estin~ 

Swedish might be able to assist~ Vice President replied.that 

present situation·hopeful; firm US handling of Cuban crisis had 

led to test ban agreGJnent. and.US hoped this would lead th• way 

.to f>t~rtial disarmaJhent. Vice President oxp~essed confidence 

~!IN■E::.. 
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i~.'-UD Senate would ratify treaty overwhelmingly and suggested 

that US opinion would be brou~ht to see the advantages of steps 

to reduce fo'l'Cea gradually .on both sides. Vioe Pztesident affirmed 

foI'lftula fo~ peace ~ost iml)Ol'tant objective of Kenn•dY 

adlainistration. 

Vice Presi~ent reviewed Cuban e~isia brieny, stressing 

Soviets ~e$ponsibility for it, and pointing to care of US to 

raspond with nq.nimum. force necessary to accompliahiobjective. 

He noted unholpful ·Swedish position at time had focused on 

all aged ille~ali ty or US naval measures rathe~ ~han on basic 

need to eli:Jninate thia dangerQUS Soviet 'tl)reat to entire world, 

neutral as ~ell as We.atel'n. netul'ning to test ban treaty, 

Vice President again affirmed dir-ect conneotion between US 

steadfast but oa?'efUl handling of Cuban criais and realization 

of treaty.·· Fgllowing ratification of-the treaty, he suieested 

~e would need help of Swedes and all 01:hor aen wof eood will• 

He noted s~eclt.sh prestige high in disarm.amen't field. HEi warmed 

:tha.t negotiations ·toi' f~ther prog1:1eas ·to relieve lit Eaat-Weat 
tension& ro.ust be conducted un_d(!r,,sa;t continuine umbrella cf 

stronR .defense posture.~ .. 

GBt:FIRFIJa1u!i 
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xll~ Prime Mi-1d,.ater aeknowledged neQd for strong dcaferuse 

pcstur& by West aa w.ell as by Swedes. lie reiterated his 

f.Nltifica~ion bt US coope~ation in arms sales to Sweden, J)iU'tioularly 

mentii~ninrt. J::al0011 ...-X miasilea, on which SWedea spendinp. hundNd 

zmd twenty rsdllion dollars, and jet engines fo?t new SWedish 

fighters. Thia oale of US military equipmarat and knov-how waa 

mu'tll.lly advantageous to two countries •. 

2. Trade ···2'm1.,Aid 

Ezllandw sta.1:ed his familiarity with US poei'tions in the 

trade field on su.b.jec'ts of Ken11edy round and Eqopean association. 

He ~xi,reeeed &h:'ong support for- TEA •nacted under leadel'Uhip of 

P?-es.ident-. The· Vice President av,ree4 TE/I.bigg~t accomJ)li&lunent 

of p!'efJeftt ad!Pi"1stNition after test bano Noting :existence of 

vt:'Jeal ·uspl'Ote~ti9niat aentiment~e·paid tribu~e to l'Ole of 

lTeaident Kenn2ey in CcUTYinRthrough ·'!'EAin previous Congtteaaand 

exp~essed stron~ hope for-continued Swedish cooperation in 

iiberalizin~ jnternational trade. 

Viae President·pointed to US Esso petr.oohUtical plant over 
-wbich he had iadl~ f'low~ previous day aa impztessive • 

exampl~ of. the reAults of. cooperation under a libe.ral trade policy. 

H~ also noted a))proviMlY vigor and t'esoU?'Ce of SWedish business~en 
,Cff':JtWSHTith 

1 
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and expressed ndmil!'ation for- ball beal!'ing and automobile plants ho 

had seen in. Gothenburig. Erlander asked if he had seen btma:I Arandal 

. &hiy,yard • 1:he most modern in world·o Vioe Pl'tesident recalled i1:s 

-1.i.ze and e!ficieney Gpp&NJn't even fl!'Oltl the plane. 

T1.1r.uin~ to subje'~t of aid ·to LDC's• Vice President noted 

11one cf so new nations ea1:abli&hed since World War II had gone 

C°"'ft.l\mist·. Al't.hou~h not R.'P1'not all followed our del\OCratic 

pr-il1olplGs, th~y wei,a yt!t closer to West 'then to Communi$'t Bloo·. 

lie expNn.6od adnd Nttion for Swedish cOtilllli'bl'ant to . con-tribute one 

pe1.~cent of f;NP to to:reiBn. aid, noting t·ha't U$ did 'J1ot RPT not · 

level. 

0:ASi!PlblUil}.£ 
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C.OJlf;L JOHNSON 

3e ~OOE~~ation !ll th~ u~ 
F.~land0r oxpvessed strong appl'Oval for US Congo policy in 

coope:t"ation with •the Ult. He recalled how much ·nag Hammarskjold 

had valued -assurance of US supr,or~ in the Con~o which Eriander 

gave him aft~r visiting President in 1961. Erlander ppinted out 

resul-ro of us-UN cooperation were avoidance of conflic~ in ConRo 

bet-ween ,as~ t?reat powers• and building, of soUd b,au;ba for hope 

r or future of coun'try-o 

Vice· Pl'esident noted continuing wo~~d problem which US faced 

11t ar-oar; such a.s Loi10lo, Cuba 0 Congo, South Asia, and South Viotnamo 

Conaernin~ South. Vietnam,he pointed put that;although US was· not , 

RPT nQt _s.-,.,:i~f; :-.~ ~dth ~an\• Vietnamese ao~iona O we bad to wOl"k with 

Vice Presidept concluded his ~rka on US.Swedish appl"Oaches 

to internation;il problems by notinp, that Swedish pX'&&tige sliot1n like 

a· b-~acon in WC\:rld:. l-Je nolici ted Swedish support for US effottta to 

vesolve international problems peacefully and commel'lddd ~any Swedish 

sonsrnrm11at 
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activities in the UN - its help in financing UN, in a?ll}m buyin2 

UN bondG, .and in J)?toviding part of tm mill tary f orcGs in 1:he 

Congo·and elsewhsreo 

~-o US Domestic. Problems 

Vice Prieeident sta"ted he had eome to Sweden to learn from 

s~edish e1cperience in solvinR econoDtlc and social problems. Vice 

'l?renld<in't noted tlul't US lacks homogeneous population whiOJ\ Sweden 

e~joyso Botl1 national ox-isiin tllld diversity of rcli,iion ·and of 

oolo~ et-eated difficultie$ in obtaining ~eadily consensus .of US 

population and ttade difficulties for P!tesident ~, his constant 
j" . 

en~~avo~ to speak for counn-y~ Vice President described key eluents 

in ~<lministration°~ domestic prog~am ~ tax reduction, ~ducation, 

Medica~~, solving urban problerus,and assu~i~g civil X'ighta. He 

e~pt-.eEsed confiden~e that acln,inis"tMtion•s le~islative pro~ 

wouJ,ci ·J,e w.o-rk~clcut $tte:oesofully in Con~r~ss despite many difficulties 

Erlander yelco~ed Vie~ Presidont's comment about Sweden's 

• ex~rience in spl ,,ing its domel9tic pl'\oblems o Ile· pointed out small 

scale of Swedi~h pt'Obl~-in comp&~ison with size of US ·and its 

population~ F>Jlr: iax';">reS°?sedad1c1iN1ticn for l<cm11ooyadministration's. 

vi~r rt,cl det~rmiJ.\atic,r, which were px,ov_ine i~pix,ation ~ re~t of 
&8f'!rU,!Jt41.Zll.£ 
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worlda Erlar.de~ r~Ci:!lled with enthusiasm his two days spent 

wi ·th Jus ticQ Goldber~ ancl wi i:h Secreta~.1 of CoJfUlleroa Iiodges 

du~ing thei~ visitso 

In brier c!iscu~siel"l or labor-n,anagement relat;ions, Vice Fres 

e1t~iai-n~ OO?'fl{'Ulsory.arbitration ac1; which had been nacesoary 1:o 

a~l""t a us m!th,nwide l."ail s~ike. He acknowledged validity of 

Er.laTic~'s comment that laber--w~e~ement-government relations 

wtare ~uoh sir1J.plel' in small ccuntey .. 

'l.'ux~nht~ to US spa~£; progt1am, Vice ~es described it as basis 

f61~ a secotn:1 indus.tri~l revelution, outlining im~'t· of spaoe and 
. ~ 

o·th~r !.'~scal'cn prog~.rons on econoNy of State of Califol'nia ami a.a 

an e:cE<1.r.pleof hi$"poin'to llct invi·tad Swedish cooperation in SJ)ace 0 

pointi-n~ tt> opl'ozetunity· • t'ott· Sw~den 's vigorous and fol'Val"d•lookin~ 

incustrialists in field of space ·pl'Oductiono Vice Pres also 

r&mind~G trl~nde~ that although· US·p%'0r.ram wa& far peacaful use 

of spacct r>o~~nti~l for advances in Eiald of weathe~ control, 

coilmiuni-cations,, .tand pl"opellant-a .made U$ • &\.tare that a nation could 
fil"St 

n{'lt RP?.' not b~/ti~uk on earth cmd second in spac~.. He ur-ged 

.. 
':)('~.J~ 'ft:-r· 1 ; ·r.r.,~·.. 

,unz t1 . •.m111, 

https://Erlar.de
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• 
Vice Pres expressed great happiness ove.t' expe'?'ience k~.tt he 

has had in ~eetin~ Swedish ~eople and his ap'J)l'e~iation fo~ warnr 

and persc.incil \luality o.f ·their reception for }la. Erlandcar 

¢0'7,$.'.J:'a.'tuliiitild hi-m o·n reapcMa be hotd e1voked _fz,om a shy and ~eserved 

i?? -peor,le • ta1"T!l:In~ ;l-t pel:\&onal tribute to Vice Pi'es as well a~ 

~ffir~~ti~n. of Swe.dieh friendahip fa?' Americao Vioe Pres nlso 

r.tadc point JTesiderrt had wanted mlt him ~xppess his regard for 

Pt•im~ »s.Jma:Minisi:et- and for, J\ml> JaxTin~~ 

V:S.ce FTesident pressed. Etilande:ri tQ a2c!t &l'I'&Jge 'that Prince 

a~r~i-1 C\n his fol:"1:hcOJninn visit to San Fttanaiaco cOJne to Johnson 

N•.ncli in· .T~xas. .H~ t>t"omised to turn out E!Veey 9no. of 15 0 000·· 
. . . 

-Sw~<:ii-s-h-An,erioi;nrt i.r, Texas foJt bar-becue and c11lebration or Swedish-
"· 

•ArM!1"1 ~~W:> ~1.,p.~ w:f.t'h mothP.,. eount?'V .. 

a P/\kSONS 
~HiMxSWWJtfi. 

Ptia!ted by !k~1 ·Gammon/sej 

Cl.ear~d t-y J • Graham Pa-roons 
SIS - Mx-oKent 

, COHf !SUII!M 
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For release 1.00 p.m. 

DEPARTUFE·stATEMENT 
VICE PRESIDENT LYNDONB. JOHNSON 
SEPTEMBER6, 1963 

Mr.· Prime Minister~ Mrs._ ~rlander, Friends of· Swedeni 

. We must take .our le~~e of your ·court-try. all too soon. 
But Mrs.'Johnson, Lynaa and I _a1i 4-gr~e ~hat .we shall make 
it our goal to return to Sweden· ano·~her day -- for a JI1uclt 
lonRer stay with our warm •. good friends in .this fine land. 

These memorable days will ~iways live in our hearts.· 
·Your welcome was.warm and gracious. Your helpfulness and 
hospitality have been overflowing. We have found nothing
but friendship for 9ur country· .. .;._ and I apt sure, Mr. Prime 
Minister~ that you would find.those feelings fully reci­
procated amone the people of tl_le United Stetes. 

We of America share with the people of Sweden a.pro­
found.hope for universal·peaQe based upon freedom and . 
justice. We hold with you an'abiding respect for the rights
and dignity of ~he individual. We are deterreined to work. 

•with you unce~singly so that our peoples may more fully en­
jqy t~.benefits of expanding production and expandin~
tr~de.. .I· f~el confident our mission will help deepen and 
strengthen ·the foundations of Swedish-American accord in 
world affairs. 

Among free nations, the ·challenges.of prosperity are 
~any and de~anding. • However, if we avoid illusions about 
the continuing peril in the world, the determined and vigilant
peoples of the free world can re~ard the future with rising
hope and confidence. 

I ·would like to express my particular thanks tc many 
more than time perm~ts.· But especially may I express appre­
ciation for ~he· friendly understandi~g of the Swedish press,
the· h'elpfulness of Mr. and Mrs. Ryding who have escorted US· 
as. representatives of your Government·, the many friends- in .. 
Goteborg who made our visit there so unforgettable. The· 
hifh point of cur visit was the opportunity to mee~ so happily
with Their Majesties and His Highness, Prince Berti1.· . : 

To you, Mr. Prime Minister, to·all the people of Sweden, 
we extend our heartfelt thanks and wish every success for 
you in the years tc come. 

https://challenges.of
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As last full day ·Vice President's ·visit .to Sweden .·draws .to 
close -may -not be ·amiss :to, submit f~ . .-impressions -~nd my· pre­
liminary evaluation. 

To sum.up first, visit smoothly carried out, pub~ic responsive 
far beyond expectations, local press c·overage, }i!xtensive, defi­
nitely -favorable ·and reception from hosts warm and.friendly 
w-ith no effort spared. to help make visit success. Official 
meeting with Prime Minister (to be -~eported.separately) obvi­
ously gratifying-to 
and impressive in 
·given remarkable 
ity, aided also·by 
short s·pan evoke 

Swedes and fran'my·viewpoint both useful 
presenting current image of US. Visit has 

evidence -of h~ ·power bf one man's personal-
charm and i.ri"terest his ·family, ·could in 

interest and human response £ran usually shy, 
sometime aloof Swedes. 

Large turnout of·Cabinet Ministers on initial arrival Arlanda 
nearly one liour outside town was first 
decided go all out for their visitors. 
equally gratifying was Prime Minister's 
outside Scandinavia Swedes -feel closer 

tipoff that GOS had 
-More surprising but 
public r:emark that· 

to US than anyone. This 
set tone ·and as :I have watched Swedes ·on street cast off theit 
inhibitions and respond to Vice .·President's approach, Er lander's 
bold ~ompliment s·eems :more .-·than .just truism. -One or two 
reporters .miffed at missing ·an-.. interview ·may have ·scoffed 

/snidely at 
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snidely at American ways but Swedish press is noted at lower 
levels for its carping attitudes towards any target. Much more 
significant has been predominant general accepatance at face 
value·of visitor's compliments ;to Sweden and undertone of 
pleasure that for ·first time ·an American of this rank in office 
should come to see fc;>r himself what Swedes take such pride in, 

.namely quality of people and their accomplishments. 

Government banquet accepted by almost all original invitees 
which f'.o unustia 1 in early September that dinner of 12.0 or so 
larger than originally intended. It included good selection 
of highly olaced people in all walks of life and.they were no 
doubt intrigued at spectacle of Erlander and Vic~ President 
joking-together on voting habits of Texas versus Minnesota 
Swedes· (among -latter Erlander 's numerous American cousins) and 
generally-behaving as -if friends of-long standing. 

At no point has essential dignity of visit been impaired by 
any untoward incident. ·Visit to St_. Erik's Fair was.particu­
larly -indicative -of remarkable and 'spontaneous blend of human 
contact and more -formal recognition of Swedish-American rela­
tionship. 

While.day spent visiting Royal F~mily and Gothenburg in widely 
separated parts of Western Sweden involved three ·airplanes 
and three helicopter flights, it gave unus.ua 1 perspective on 
Sweden. Visiting party -impressed by visual evidence of Sweden°s 
modern air force and skill its ·pilots, of vitality west coast's 
growing industrial complex and American participation therein~ 
of orderliness and efficiency ,-of Swedish rural and urban life 
with its more ·and more American-appearing externals. Discus­
sions Vice President had with shipyard executives s municipa 1 

.medical director and m•iscellaneous business and official con~ 
tacts made clear that Sweden's greatest asset, .its highly com­
petent people, is much more keenly alive to America's impor­
tance to them than normally appears on surface. 

PARSONS 

VMT/14 
86MP ?!)JfflI :mt: 
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ACTION DEPAR1MENT 437, INFORMATIONHELSINKI 13A 

QPR 
CODEL JOHNSON 

RMR 
Gothenburg audience was flattered by Vice Presi~ent's recogni­
tion above factors and ~omparison Gothenburg and Texas (second 
biggest state just as city second biggest in S~eden) and by 
care he took in outlining American position on trade and other 
subjects. Under circumstance short reference -~o facts that 
over 90 percent of all US ocean freight up,~or competition by 
free world shipping and that we intended maintain a merchant 
marine did not seem to arouse any animosity and-in my view was 
healthy inclusion paralleling what we have said privately. 

Meeting with Prime.Minister, Belfrage, Jarring and several 
others lasted hour and quarter with discussion entirely between 
two principals. In course general and somewhat parallel surveys 
current affairs, it became quite a~parent that we share identi­
cal regard for human values and have much same aspirations for 
betterment as well as for world peace. Vice President's elo­
quent exposition of complications and dimensions our society in 
contrast !o small homogeneous Sweden as described by Erlander 
brought home most effectively background against which adminis­
ration is working. It caused Erlander to remark that what 
Swedes admire most of all is that administration is trying 
hard to move ahead even at expense of added difficulties. He 
also made point of stimulus he himself had received from 
Goldberg visit of 1961 and value he attached to such quiet 
exchanges of views which could have value for both countries. 

/Meetin,g was 
REPRODUCTIONFROM THIS COPY IS 
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-2- 437, September 6, 3 a.m., from Stockholm (SECTION II OFII) 

Meeting was frankly recognized as non-negotiating one and no 
specific bilateral issues were discussed particularly in light 
of Er'lander's opening remark that as at White House in 1961 he 
found little need to take time on few issues between us. Never­
.theless it healthy Vice ·President found occasion twice to refer 
to Sweden's public resort to legalisms at critical time of 
Cuban blockade. 

Vice ·President also at one stage paralleled p•oints on neutra­
lity in Department's .talking paper, making clear.our respect • 
for freedom of other countries to make their own decisions 
(even if freedom to do so depended on our being strong). Above 
all he left stirring impression of right objec~ives we are 
working .for including especially "formula for peace•' and trade 
liberalization. •I can not help but feel that~ while ··some of 
content was not new, Erlander and those present must have felt 
renewed faith in intensity end seriousness{ bur purpose in 
pressing ahead constructively. . Meeting itse_lf could thus be 
characterized as constructive and so will _visit prove to have 
been, and in remarkable degree, if present pattern on private 
and public occasions as established by Vice President holds 
through to end. 

PARSONS 

VMT/14 
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Control: 14975Action 
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EUR 
6:57 a.m.FROM:Stockholm 

Info 
DECCASSIFIED 

ss TO: Secretary of State Authority E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D)' 
G By ~ , NARS, Date .:5- 'I- /) 4
H NO: 515, September 20 
USIA 
0 

FOLLOWINGTELEGRAM REPEATEDTO COPENHAGEN FOR YOUR ~FORMATION A 
PRIORITY 28, SEPTEMBER14, 8 PMQPR 

RMR GODEL JOH.~SON 

FOR PORTER 

URTEL 25 

My assessment of visit remai s as set forth EMBTEL437 
repeated-Helsinki 13 which read by party before departure 
Stockholm. Following supplements in format requested. 

(1) A. Apart from successful talk with Erlander (treated 
below under 2 see also EMBTEL437:;,opies held by Gannon) 
there were no specific business ·sessions with government. 
Thus effect visit must be judged more in terms atmospherics. 
Unusually large turnout ministered at airport and at two 
Stockholm dinners indicative of receptiveness and determina­
tion government to manifest importance it attached to visit.. -
from VP. Given visual evidence received by. ~lnr.i~·•f

'·-·- ~crowd response (including remarkable Gothenburg ·suc..,.cesswit-
nessed by Minister of Geijerstam and .AmbfassadorJarring) I 
consider general effect on government must have been favorable 
and probably more than to expected in this reserved, self­
centered country. Defense Minister Anderson who had little .or 
no part in visit seemed closely informed, interested and fa­
vorably impressed when I met him 7th a-t lunch. 

B. CONGENGothenburg confirms continuing impact VP's visit 
/on 
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on Gothenburg public. Recall smiling, handshaking, distin.g-
"uished visitor with interest in shipbuilding industry and 
personal contact with people of West Sweden. Human factor 
of warm greeting to doorman at Park Avenue Hotel for eJP.:-
ample received nice publicity and is remembered. Stockholm 
public more reserved, which is nature Stockholmers; over 
400 guests at Swedish American dinner and 800 young people 
at Town Hall dance impressed by VP's personality but disa­
ppointment expressed by some well-wishers that VP's speech 
there not more substantive, particularly in view of impres­
sion it to be major statement during visit to Sweden. This 
did not significantly impair overall favorable public impact 
or success of occasion itself which was gay and even included 
outburst of ''FORHE'S A JOLLY GOOD FELLOW". 

c. Unavailability advance texts and negative response to 
Swedish press,radio and TVrequests for interviews reduced 
coverage of VP's visit and caused some snipping by di~appointed 
reporters. (In thts context in fast moving visit I do not 
believe it practicable for Department to clear final texts 
and believe responsibility for advice on local considerations 
should be placed on Ambassador at post.) Non-use of radio 
TV, on which almost 70 percent Swedish public rely for news 
substantially and inevitably lessened public impact. Mass 
circulation Stockholm afternooners Ul!lderplayed visit but 
conservative press country-wide gave sympathetic coverage as 
did Gothenburg press of all shades. I do not believe dis­
appointment mass media representatives will materially affect 
our relationship's or treatment we get and certainly not from 
responsible editors. Some of these may however be puzzled 
how assess responsibility for lact exploitation of Swedish 
opportunities by so skilled leader of media conscious America. 

(2) A. Conversation with Prime Minister created very favo~ 
able impression on already favorably disposed moderate leader 
and also aided 3 objectives set forth in J:Jartir scope paper 
(reinforcing ties, promoting Swed~sh support various fields, 
and reaffirmation US attitude on Swedish neutrality). VP's 

/other{ 
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other contacts public and private reflected same attitudes 
and so helped broad objectives although specific measurement 
manifestly impossible. Equally important to broad object­
ives was avoidance counterproductive or premature subjects 
in discussion (such as Wennerstrom) and flattering references 
to Swedish success in areas where this merited. 

B. Prime Minister early in meeting with VP remarked that just 
as in case his own White House visit in '61 he saw little 
need spend time on bilateral questions and VP subsequently 
said he did not regard occasion as negotiating meeting. There 
was thus no need or desire on either side to forward relatively 
few and no-critical bilateral problems but atmosphere engendered 
was positive and should be helpful to us in future on bilateral 
questions. 

c. VP's exposition to Prime Minister and associates at their 
substantive meeting eloquently stressed administration's 
search for "formula for peace" and drive at home and abroad 
for trade liberalization. These themes especially congenial 
to leadership of Swedish Government and fact that VP was will­
ing to add to them lengthy factual survey of problems faced 
by US leaders in obtaining consensus in our large, complex 
heterogeneous society heightened effect of his treatment our 
foreign affairs policies. Talk drew from usually cautious 
Erlander and uninhibited expression of admiration of way in 
which we driving ahead in right direction at home even at cost 
of new problems. I thus believe effect at top of government 
here was to renew and vitalize further faith in our policies 
as well as belief in resourcefulness, responsibility and 
social consciousness our leadership. This last is particularly 
telling factor in Swed~n. In this gene~al sense confidence in 
our basic policy toward

I 

Europe likewise fostered. . 

(~) A. Believe especially favorable impression created on 
Prime Minister and through hi:n on Cabinet generally. Public 
image of aaministratial!l here has been favorable from.outset 
and VP's visit viewed within this favorable framework. Believe 

/Swedes 
,CQJi.iIWWl AiL 
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Swedes in 3 types situations, street crowds, at banquets, 
and in private meeting vividly impressed by VP's personality. 
Warmth, humor, forcefulness tempered at times by subtlety 
all added to impact which I believe was typically expressed 
by my Gothenburg dinner partner who called speech there won­
derful and most impressive"but tlfilt.:was to be expected" from 
VP. 

B. Statements contained in public speech Gothenburg, although 
sketchily reported in Nationa Press, gave public evidence of 
US interest in continued partnership with Western Europe. 
Tactically at this point Sweden believes its interests roughly 
parallel those of US vis-a-vis rest of Western Europe arid 
so VP's approach to problems was received sympathetically. 
Should be noted that in deference Sweden's non-aligned position 
VP properly avoided•emphasis on NATO here. 

C.i ~f!'.indicated under·, (2)C I believe GOS especially pleased 
and ·,iinpressed by VP' s exposition of basic US motivations in­
cluding above all our fundamental determination find "formula 
for p~ace" without sacrifice of vital interests. '/P's ap­
proaeh here alli.more effective because he made it soclear 
administration as whole under President's leadership working 
unremittingly this direction. 

PARSONS 

HMR/1 

, SSl&D51E1M,1> 



,r I - I 

• r...... 
• • ......., • r 

I' • -f 1•'" 
•1 

ti "' • I 

I '
I., I 

I' •.. -•...••
• 

•• 
t 

I I.. 
'I .. I ,ii!

I 

.-
.... I 

.. 
J I 

ll 

•
ffl 

,I 

... 

J'I!-. I 

~ I =4-
• / I ~ '\ .. 
.... 

• I.. 
I I • 

r I ....­.,.._ 



9 



UNITED STATES INFORMATION SERVICE, AMERICAN EMBASSY, HELSINKI 
TEL 12599 

EMBARGOED EXPECTEDFOR RELEASE ON DELIVERY 
AT ABOUT 15:00 HOURS, FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1963. 

u. s. Vice President Ltndon B. Johnao~'• Arrival Statement - Helsinki 
September 6• 1963 .. 

"Chairman Aura, I am greatly moved by the remarks you have just made, 
and lam sure the American people will be also. 

Thia is a long-anticipated pleasure and privilege•- to be in your
beautiful country and to have the opportunity to mee~-the Finniah people
who are held in such esteem and respect by the people ot America. 

To your distinguished President -- it ia my p~ivilege to bring the 
personal greetings and good 'Wiahee of President Kennedy. 

We were gr~atly hono~ed two yeara ago by the visit of your President 
to the United States. We are grateful for this invitation to visit Finland 
and look forwa~d to the discueaions we shall have together. 

All -~f ~s are pleased by our good fo~tune· in having thia opportunity to 
participa~e in the "American Daya" of you~ Finn!ah•American Society~. Our 
count~ies and bu~ peoples s~are strong bonds ot devotion to freedom, 
independe~ce, and the spiri~ or democratic values •. Our eons have died that 
the soil Qf their homelanda·might be free attd ~~i• valor and sacrifice we 
shall never torget or dis~o~or. • 

,he freedom of Finland is important to tre~ men everywhere, but to none 
more than ;o you~ t~iends in Amertca. Tog6ther, we mean to live under the 
weight of ~o man's chains but Only·undef the guid• or OW' own conscience and 
conviction. • . . " •. 

We k~ow OU~ viait·will be ~awarding. We look forward to meeting with 
the people of Finland throughout y~ur·count~y. We-thank you for your warm 
welcome to4ay." 
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ACTION: SccState WASHINGTON----- DECLASSIF'IED 

CODEL JOHNSON '.'Authority E.O. 11652 SEC. 5(A) and (D) 

By Ae:62 •NARS, Date .S- ?-?6 
Vice Presdent accompanied by Ambassador 

rnet \rod th President Kekkonen, Prime Hinister 

Karjalainen and Foreign Ministry representatives 

for over an hour this morninv,. Embassy view of 

session well stated by Prime Minister, who told. 

Ambassador at luncheon, "Tho talks were most helpful. 

MOSt uoeful. President Kekkonen was deliehted.• 

Following is uncleared ~i~ subje.c:t to 

amendment upon reviewz 

Finland's Relations with the Soviets and thft West - After 

brief diocussion of Vice President~s program during 

preceding hours, President Kekkonen stressed his 

appreciation for President Kennedy's understanding 

of Finland's foreign policy, expressed during 

Kekkoneh's visit to Washington. He took Vice President's 

viuit aa proof of that understanding. Kekkonen 

pointed out 
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pointed out_that even though Finnish Government 

crisis in progress, it did not inhibit foreign or 

economic policy discussions since in these fields 

change& of government had no effect. 

Vice President stated that Kennedy Administration's 

I~ most·pressing objective was search for world 

peace and that this was basis of President Kennedy's 
• 

comprohcnsion of Finland's neutrality policy.' However, 

President Kennedy was equally anxious that F~nland 
1remain strong in order to defend itself.+ Vice 

President streseed u.s. belief that only the strong 

can be free and independent. Kekkonen agreed with 

statement but explained that Finland felt question of 
✓ 

global war orpeace was beyond its competence • 
• 

Therefore Finland concentrated on building economic 

strength; it must continue to increase· living standard3 

in ordeJ that Soviets not overtake it and win Finnish 

workers to Communist ina ideology. Unemployment 

was therefore Finland's gravest danger -- particularly 

among industrial workers, among whom 10 9 000 unemployed 

more dangerous than 100.000 foresters or farmers 

without work. 

Vice President 
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Vice President reaffirmed President Kennedy's explicit 

recognition bf Finland's right to follow policy of avoiding entangling 

alliances. Ile stated that u.s. wanted every country to be as free to 

choose its policy as is u.s. ~4though present post-Test Ban Treaty 

atmosphere was encouraging~ progress depended on continued maintenance 

of our &trength. Vice President promised u.s. would rem~in strong 

and cautious in pursuit of peace. In return he asked that Finland 
entanglements

continue its efforts to avoid ougJ:meJd:s with either ~ide during 

any period of more relaxed East-West relations. 
, 

President Kekkonen responded-that Finland wou~d ·continue this 
j• 

policy regardless of whether tension in East West relations lessened. 

Finland would maintain its independence ·in either event. In fact 

Finland's determination was so solid that Fipns were surprised when 
,• 

foreign stateamcn sought reassurance on this point. Vice President 

pointed out that under type of pressure characteristic of October Cuban 

crisis it was not easy to zazea fOl"ecast how even most confident indi­

viduals might reabt. Kekkonen replied that if Cuba had led to war 9 

all policies and all resolves would have counted for naught. 

Trade and Aid Problems - Presidant Kekkonen asked Vice President to 

bring to attention of American Govt question of AID k)txmfzezzxg compe­

tition wi.th Finnish efforts to sell paper mill machinery to· Turkey. 

Ho explained Finnish grievance that after three years of negotiation, 

when Turks were ready to agree to sale financed by a 10-year iexz loan, 
iOHt!EZ!!Jllib REPRODUCTION FROMA,1;~ devv•• 
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AID by offering 20 year credit at lower interest had broken up neso­

tiation. Ambassador Seppala confirmed President's statements. 

Kekkonen continued that in another similar case involving Pakistan. 

Finland feared repetition of this episode •. 
Ambassador Rowan asserted AID not deliberately trying to 

undercut Finland. We trying bolster specific sector Turkioh economy. 

Turks had indicated it hot really economically desirable take short--· 

term proposal of Finns. / j • 
1" 

Kekkonen stated Finland could not~~~ perceive logic in 

us urging other developed countries to ~elp 'LDCs and then wasting its 

own resources by undercutting aid attempts so inspired. Finland would 

like to take matter up in Wushington through Ambassador Seppala and 

perhaps by sending special emissary to hold talks with US Govt. 

VicePresident expressed his willingness to set up such 

meeting. He stated American policy in oase of Turkish paper mill 

wa~ that.issue was for Turks to decide. If Turkey p~ferred to change 

from an inefficient government paper mill to privately owned one• 

that was its privilege. However, Vice President said• whichever choice 

was ~~d~ there should be opportunity for Finnish bids to be offered. 

Kekkonen'agreed this policy was reasonable. It might be that nirkii 

Turkish mill ~~tter was too far along to be reversed• but he hpped 

th- discussions could avoid future problems. YJ..'itBo~~~nrt,.to~,. 
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reaffirmed American willingness to discuss matter fully in Washington, 

which Kekkonen agreed to gratefully. 

Turning briefly to other trade matters, Kekkonen stated 

that Finnish trade figures during last two years showed good progreGs. 

Vice President jokincly declared that if such successful roving sales­

oan as Kekkonen.visited America again, .America's balance of pay~ents 

might be damaged to such degree we would have to seek.Finnish aid. 

Kekkonen interjected humorously that he hoped this would take place. 

Vice President expressed US intention to send trade miosion to Finland 

in May 1964 and to study possibility 
, 

of participition in a trade fair 

in Finland in Sept. 1964. 

Kekkonen welcomed this news, pointing out also thut during 

IllKX 1961 US share of Finland's trade rose -from seventh place to fifth, 

£urpassing France and NetherlandG. Vice President wz noted that Last ., 

year US imported $60 million worth of Finnish goods and exported ' 

$58 million worth. Vice President also noted that trade is great 
• 

tool of freedom; explaining that this was why liberal trade policy 

was essential part of American foreign policy. Protectionism was in­

compatible with these principl~s, for which President Kennedy had 

fought so successfully in last year•s Trade Expansion.Act • 

. Post Test-Ban Treaty Prospects - Vice President then 

solicited Kekkonen's e·valuation of Soviet's attitude since signature of 

Test-Ban Treaty, paying ~rib~te to Kekkonen's EXµ& experience with 
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Soviets. KQkkoncn expressed his opinion forcefully that treaty 

indicated considerable change in political atmosphere in USSR. 

Adzhubci in his visit to Finland earlier in week had confirmed this 

also. In Kekkonen•s opinion, Soviet fear of horrible war had forced 

them to abandon it as tool of policy • 
• 

Pointing out the sobering effect of the Cuban crisis on az 

both Eastern and Western leaders, the Vice President asked whether 
! 

it or the crisis in USSR-Chico~ relations had contributed to this 

. chanee. Kekkonen responded that,Cuban s~ias cris~f had brought Soviet. 
1· 

leaders to edge of abyss and they saw they could not continue on 

prior course. Split with Chicorns had helped too. Kekkonen believed 

turn away from military solutions was fundamental change in Soviet nU~i 
.. 

attitude. He quote~ Adzhubai as saying Khrushchev had "turned Soviet 

policy cocplotely around." Kekkonen wan 4confident Soviets would not 

use fiolence against Finland. Therefore Binland must strengthen its 

economy to prevent USSR undercutting democracy's appeal with workers.,., 

Vice President reminded him that this entailed also watching constantly 

to avoid becoming dopendent on USSR in fuel supply or in any other field. 

Kekkonen replied that Finland naturally aware of this~ He pointed out 

that Finland's trade with Sovbloc constituted less than 20\ of total 

trade. 

Vice President inquired whether rinnish Communist Party 
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was likely to profit from post-Test-Ban Treaty atmosphere. Kekkonen 

replied to contrary. ~any of non-Communist partios expected to gain 

more. Finnish Communists had not gained prestige from treaty. In 

fact 1 because of Soviet•Chicom split it had. had great trouble within 
itself · 
i~zhz;.only recently had pro=Chicom old guard been defeated and 

party brought firmly to Soviet side in this dispute. Kekkonen stated 

that Soviets never deal with Finnish fOVernrnent through Finnish party. 

Finnish Communists resented this treatment and at recent party rally 

so~eone in the rear had shouted accusation that ~'b'l:'llshchev was toying 

with workers and dealing behind their backs with non-Communists. 

As to USSR's next step after treaty, Kekkonen forecast 

thnt Soviets would press for agreement on p_lan to prevent surprise 

attacks and for Warsaw Pact-NATO non-ag~ression pact. He added that 

German question of course remained on agenda. Asked which treaty 

Soviets would seek first• l<ekkonen said that l'.e could not predict, 

but he believed ~they were moving steadily toward· both and that if 

sntiafactory arrangements were made in these fields• German question 

could probably be deferred. On other hand if no Jq progress were made 

German question would become acute. ~E~sxxmxnn~rtkaxVi~uxRx~siahna 

· Questioned by the Vice President about Soviet attitude in 

recent months following Cuban crisis, Kekkoncn remarked that Adzhubei 

had shown great appreciation for President Kennedy. Kekkonen had 
COIIPIDFTTfAJ been surn~t sad 
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been surprised at emphasis Adzhubei had given this view. Kekkonen had 

concluded in°view of this circumstance that President Kennedy's untiring 

and responsible search for world peace had made great contribution and 

-,as finding sure response. 

Oth0r topic$ - Vice President co~mended Amb~ssador Seppala's services 

to US~Finnish relations and conr,ratulated Finnish govt. on Finland's 

record in the UN. Vice President expressed deep appreciation for warm 
• 

welcome given him and his party by rinland's government, people, and 

Vice president concluded meeting by cqnbi~ely summarizing 

topics covered and ~2»sss»ra consensus reached, which Kekkonen accepted 

fully. 

.. 

,
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UNITED STATES INFORMATION SERVICE, AMERICAN EMBASSY, HELSINKI 
TEL 12599 

PRESS STATEMENT 

For release at 2100 p.m., September 10, 196} 

Helsinki, September 10. The following joint statement was made to 
the press today by President Urho Kekkonen of Finland and Vice President 
Lyndon B. Johnson of the United States, 

During hie visit to Finland September 6-10, 196}, Vice President 
Lyndon B. Johnson had two meetings with President Urho Kekkonen. During 
their meetings the President and the Vice President had an exchange of 
views on the international situation as well as on relations between 
Finland and the United States. 

In reviewing the international situation the President and the Vice 
President agreed that the treaty on a partial test ban recently concluded 
in Moscow was a hopeful first step toward the lessening of world tension 
and toward general disarmament. They agreed that the United Nations is 
a vital force for maintaining peace in the world. While expressing 
awareness of the obstacles that still lie in the way of securing peace, 
they reaffirmed their conviction that all disputes between mtions must 
be solved by pe~ceful means in accordance with the principles of the U.N. 
Charter. In this connection the President paid tribute to the efforts 
made by the United States President on behalf of _nternational peace 
and cooperation. • 

The President and the Vice President noted with satisfaction that 
relations between the United States and Finland are not burdened by 
outstanding political problems, and that the tre.ditionol ties of friend-

.ship between the two countries had been further strengthened. They also 
discussed a number of matters relating to trade between Finland and the 
United States. They agreed that both nations had a vital interest in 
increasing trade between themselves aa well as in promoting the further 
development of international trade. 
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