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THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

January 28, 1961 

·'Dear Mr. Vice President: 

Recognizing the need for a Vice President who is fully informed 
and adequately prepared with respect to domestic, foreign and 
military policies relating to the national security of the United 
States, and recognizing also the need for a closer working rela- • 
tionship between the President and Vice President in this vital 
area,. I would like you to preside over meetings of the National 
Security Council in my absence and to maintian close liaison 
with the Council and all other departments and agencies affected 
with a national security interest. 

In addition, .I am hereby requesting you to review policies relating 
to the national security, consulting with me in order that I might 
have the full benefit of your endeavors and of your judgment. 

You will need, in fulfillment of this assignment, pertinent infor­
mation concerning the policies and operations of the departments 
and agencies concerned with national security policies, including 
the Department of State, the Department of Defense, the Office of 
Civil and Defense Mobilization, the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, the Bureau of the Budget, and the Central Intelligence 
Agency. 

I will expect the departments and agencies concerned to cooperate 
fully with you in providing information in order for you to carry out , 
.the ·reaponaibilitiea ouUined above. 

Sincereiy, 

IL 
The Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson 
The Vice President 
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Dear Mr. Vice President: 

Recognizing the need for a Vice President who is fully informed 
and adequately prepared with respect to domestic, foreign and military 
policies relating to the national security of the United States, and re­
ciognizing also the need for a close working relationship between the 
President and Vice President in this vital area, I would like f9i' you to 
preside over meetings of the National Security Council in my absence 
and to maintain close liason with the Council and all other departments 
and agencies affected with a national security interest. 

In addition, I am hereby directing you to exercise continuing 
AL I Cd t review of policies relating to the national security, 
consulting with me in order that I might have the full benefit of your 
endeavors and of your judgment. 

You will need, in fulfillment of this assignment, pertinent in­
formation concerning the policies and operations of the departments 
and agencies concerned with national security policies, including the 
Department of State, the Department of Defense, the Office of Civil 
and Defense Mobilization, the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, the Bureau of the Budget, and the Central Intelligence 
Agency. I am asking these departments and agencies to cooperate 
fully with you in carrying out this assignment. 

You are authorized to select a staff necessary to carry out the 
functions above referred to, and with the approval of departments and 
agencies concerned, to. use the established facilities and personnel 
in such departments and agencies. 

Sincerely, 

The President 

The Vice President 
Washington, D. C. 



January 28, 1961 

I>f-~t Mr. Vice Pre ■ ident: 

Reco1n1ain1 the need for a Vice Pre•ldent who i• fully informed 
a.nd &deq,1ately pre,ared with re •pect to ck)me 1tic. forel1n and 
r. ililuy pe\~c:e• nlatiz,t to tbe nalioaal ••clAri:y f &Jaetfnit-!d 
State• .. and recoaniaina aleo tha ne~d for a closer worlung re.La­
tlonabip betw en the Pre•ident and Vice Pree1de~t in thi ■ viu.1 
area. I would lib you to pre ■ ide over meet!ll&• of tM National 
Sr.curity Council lA my ab•ence and to mainti~n clo ■ e liauon 
WLth the Council aJMI&ll other departm•nU and agencie• affected 
with & national ••cu.rity intereat. 

1n addttion 1 1 am 11,areby requeatln1 you. to review pollc1e ■ relattng 
to the national aecurlty, co11aulti.n1 with me in order that I might 
have the" fwl benefit of your endeavor, &nd of your jud1ment. 

You will need, lA lulfillment of thi ■ aa1i1nment pertinent lnfor­1 

matloD cODcerlUJII tbe policiea and operation ■ of the ~part.menu 
and aaeacie ■ cODCerned with national ■ ecurity policle•. lnclllding . 
the Department of at&t.. the Department of Def en••, tbe Office of 
Civil &AdDefeDM MobilbatiOD, the National Aeronautic• and. Space 
Admillutratfon, tile Bureau of tile Bud1et and the Central Imelliaencf!1 

A1u1q ... 

I will expect the~~nbi' an4aienci~ concerned to cobperate 
fu.1.lywith you lA provld.lna uaformation ba order for you to carry out­
the re ■ ponalbilitia• oatltDed above. 

- . 

Slnc•rely, 

TM Honorable LyndOD B. J~lu,aon 
The Vice Pre• ident 

X F P, QUICKCOPY 

https://co11aulti.n1


1-•ry 21, 1Ml 

JLecopJ•t111 die .... for a Vl.ce Pn•idat wllo la f1l11ytmonne• 
aacl &dl\•at•ly ~---• wiA ~'"1 to 4ame1ti,; fonlp u.l 
-Wtazy.pal!clal ...Settn, ~Milli" 91!~~ty Vaital 
Sta&a•. and recoplsiq also ti. Med for a clo ■ er worJdn1 rel& 
ti..-laip 1-tw ... die PN•Wat aacl Vice Preaident la tJda vital 
ar••• l woald 11a JCMto ,naW. over mNtina• of die National 
Security Council la lft)'&NWe &.Ddto ma!ntian cloae 11.aiton 
with tbe Coand1 amt all ot!aar ap&rtmenta and a1elldea affected 
with a natioll&l Ma&rity tmanet. 

In addlttoa. l am llanlly reqaattq yaa to reviaw pollcie• relatiq 
to the ..Uc:mal NC11rity. coan1ttq witll me lJl order that I mipt 
laafll tM fall beaalJt el JOU' •••a110Ta aad of your Jndpen;t. : \ 

Y• will ••cl. la~ of tllla aa•lpnwm, perUDem imor­
matioa ~ tM polictea aDd operatlmu af tha department• 
aDd ...-CU• cCIDCU'1IIM~ aatton&l ••cmity pollde•. iachuUuc 
tu~ of.._, tJaeDapartmat of De!enae. the Office of 
Cl'ril &D4J)ldeJIM )(sbUtsatl•, the Katiou.1 ,Ae,-onmdlt:• and 8pace 
~. ~llueft ol 6e a.1:lpt, and th• C.Dtral JntelJt1ence 
Apacy. 

• lI 
I 

I wf1t expeet111a ~ aall a,eaelH COWt'IIIN 

fully with yoa bl proridina iaformati4a la order for 
tba reapoulbilWea oat:Jtne4 abne. 

to cooper&tll 
ya.& to carry out 

l 
1 

The IIDonJala ~- ._ .Joheoe 
The Vlca Pre•lcleaa ] 

l 
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