THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 28,1961

Dear Mr. Vice President:

Recognizing the need for a Vice President who is fully informed
and adequately prepared with respect to domestic, foreign and
military policies relating to the national security of the United
States, and recognizing also the need for a closer working rela-
tionship between the President and Vice President in this vital
area, I would like you to preside over meetings of the National
Security Council in my absence and to maintian close liaison
with the Council and all other departments and agencies affected
with a national security interest.

In addition, I am hereby requesting you to review policies relating
to the national security, consulting with me in order that I might
have the full benefit of your endeavors and of your judgment.

You will need, in fulfillment of this assignment, pertinent infor-
mation concerning the policies and operations of the departments

and agencies concerned with national security policies, including

the Department of State, the Department of Defense, the Office of
Civil and Defense Mobilization, the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, the Bureau of the Budget, and the Central Intelligence
Agency.

I will expect the departments and agencies concerned to cooperate
fully with you in providing information in order for you to carry out

the responsibilities outlined above.

Sincerely,
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The Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson
The Vice President
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Dear Mr, Vice President:

Recognizing the need for a Vice President who is fully informed
and adequately prepared with respect to domestic, foreign and military
policies relating to the national security of the United States, and re-
cognizing also the need for a close working relationship between the
President and Vice President in this vital area, I would like fgf you to
preside over meetings of the National Security Council in my absence
and to maintain close liason with the Council and all other departments
and agencies affected with a national security interest.

In addition, I am hereby directing you to exercise continuing
sUSPSNbenamemmb review of policies relating to the national security,
consulting with me in order that I might have the full benefit of your
endeavors and of your judgment,

You will need, in fulfillment of this assignment, pertinent in-
formation concerning the policies and operations of the departments
and agencies concerned with national security policies, including the
Department of State, the Department of Defense, the Office of Civil
and Defense Mobilization, the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration, the Bureau of the Budget, and the Central Intelligence
Agency. I am asking these departments and agencies to cooperate
fully with you in carrying out this assignment,

You are authorized to select a staff necessary to carry out the
functions above referred to, and with the approval of departments and
agencies concerned, to use the established facilities and personnel

in such departments and agencies.

Sincerely,

The President

The Vice President
Washington, D. C,
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The Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson

The Vice President
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Dear Mr. Vics President:

Recognizing the need for a Vice President who is fully informed
and adequately prepared with rpspect to domestic, foreign and
military peliclies polating to the naticasl security of the United
States, and recognizing also the need for a closer working rela
tionship between the Presideat and Vice President in this vital
area, I wouild like you to preside over meetings of the National
Sacurity Council in my abeence and to maintian close liaison
with the Council and all othar departments and agencies affected
with a national security interest.

In addition, I am hereby requesting you to review policies relating

to the matianal security, coasulting with me in order that I might
have the full benefit of your eadeavors and of your judgment.

You will need, ia fulfiliment of this assignment, pertinent infor-
mation concerning the policies and operations of the departments

and agenciss concerned with national security policies, including

the Department of State, the Department of Defense, the Office of
Civil and Dufense Mebilisation, the National Aeronsutics and Space
Administration, the Bureau of tho Budget, and the Central Intelligence
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