
May 2, 1958 

Dear Judge: · 

AGRIC LTll J 

&.f a.J 

Thank you very much for your letter of April 29th 
commentin1 on the letter 1 forwarded to you lrom the 
Fbh and Wildlife Service about the rat control program 
in Cameron County. 

l waa glad to preaent your view• to the Department and, 
of course, if there'• anythtn1 further you want me to do 
in the matter, plea1e let me know. 

With hi1heat re1are1. I am 

Honorable Oacar C. Dancy 
County Judge 
Cameron County 
Brownaville, Texas 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
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BOYNTON H . FLEM I NG, SHt:RIP'P' 
C . H . HOLCOM B , TAX A&&lli:&SOl't AND COLLECTOR 
F . T . GRAH AM, CRIMI NAL D IST. A TTY . 

OSCAR C . DANCY, COUNTY JUDGE 

TED HUNT, PRECINCT No. 1 PORT !SABEL 

LULA GEORGE, DISTR ICT CLERK 
MRS. W . R . JONES, TAt: AS U IUR 
JAS. D . KOON CE, C O U NTY SCHOOL SU~T. 

JOHN H . GINN , JR., PRECINCT No . 2 BROWNSVILLE 

JACK EHLERS, PREC INCT No. 3, SAN BENITO 

J. T . FOSTER, PREC INCT No. 4, HARLINGEN 

Hon. Lyndon Johnson 
u. s. Se~tor 
Washin!on, D. c. 

Dear Lyndon: 

Bao"'7N"SVILLE, TE"XA.s 

April 29, 1958 

H . 0 . SEAGO, COUNTY CLERK 

J . R . SNOEBERGER, COUNTY AUDITOR 

I am in receipt of your favor of April 17th with enclosure consisting 
of letter from Acting Director of the Dei:arf;ment of· the Interior, 
Fish and Wildlife Service; and, for your inforne.tion, I will say that 
I don't think there is a member of the Court who would consider for 
one split second doing away with this wervice. 

We are indeed grateful to our great Government that they help furnish 
this service to us; and, so far as I know or believe, it will be 
i:erne.nent. I believe it will almost come lack and tta. t we will 
almost have to keep the service. 

Of cour.se, I am just si:eaking for myself as Chairnan of the Court; 
but, if any member of the Court is not friendly to this, I ~ve 
not heard a word in opposition. 

Tranking you for your fine cooµn:e.tion, I am, 

-
Yours very truly, 

OCD/ssm 

1 
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April 17, 1958 

Dear Judge Dancy: 

Here ia another letter from tbe Fish and Wildlife 
Service about the rat control proaram in Cameron 

I observe the Director's et&tement that the nece•· 
sity for the continuation of the· proaram re•t• with 
tbe Cameron County officiala, aa waa indicated in: 
tho Director's letter of April 4. 

With pereonal 1ood wiahee, I am 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johneon 

Honorable Oecar C. Dancy 
County Judie. Cameron County 
BrownevWe, Texaa 

LBJ:ACP.tjw 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C . 

.... l.yadoa •• ,. .... 
-valted atatea ,._te 
~u,».c • 
. »ear Snater Jolmao.n1 

ADDRESS ONLY THE DIRECTOR. 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES 
AND WILDLIFE 

we a,....ckM .,._ ·uaaaal.ttal .of Jud.P oacu c. 
Du ... .wt9 . • .....__ .., ............. u . aa4 u... ., ... p .... ~ ............ -.· ~ . . -,. . ~-:~ ~ . ~. • . . ~~ ' ~·~ ~ 

llUcla lt. TMh &Pfl'alaal ·el tJae ._th. el thla ceopuatiw 

ndnt coauol e16ut to tu ._,, i• patlfflnl. W• 

• ·line the detendll&tioa ., tlaa •ce••ltJ I• ccmtlnatlea 

of ·tile in:•IUA a,en·• Witll CUUoa Olmrtf .offtcl.ala '.•• .f.adi­

cated fa .. letter el Apd.1 4. 

fte· latt•·• , ... Jladle ....,. aad 111'. lfard ;aft :··­

ta•d Jaarhltll u eecae.ated. 

[~ct ing , llkector 

11ne1...... .l 
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BOYNTON H . FLEMING, SHUIP'' OSCAR C . DANCY, COUNTY JUCGt 

T EO HUNT, PREC INCT No. t PORT ISABEL C . H . HOLCOMB, TAX Aea& .. 09' AND COLLllCTOR 
rr. T . GRAHAM , CRIMINAL DleT. ATTY. JOHN H . GINN, :JR. , PRECINCT NO. 2 BROWNSV ILLE 

J ACK EH L ERS , PRECINCT No . 3, S AN B ENITO LULA Gi.OPtGI! , OteTRICT CLCRK 
MRe. W . R. JONES, T"llA9U"I" 
JAS. 0. KOONCE, COUNTY ac:HoOL aun. 

J . 1'. FOSTER, PRl£.CINCT NO . 4 , HARL INGEN 

H . 0 . SEAGO, COUNTY CLERK 

BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 

Hon. Lyndon B. Johnson 
u. s. Senator 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Lyndon: Re: :Rodent Control 

J . R. SNO EBERGER, COUNTY A UDITOR 

APR 3 ~ · 

First I .want to · congratulate you on the recent write-up in Time • 
~ is such a strong R.epubliean paper t that I was doubly glad, 
and you deserved every cood word they Said· ·- Tou know, ' I · haYe been ', 
telling you tor a long time that ·you are on the way to 1600 rarmaylvania 
Avenue. -- Just take ioad care of your health, and you will get there. 

Since writing you recently a.bout the abov«oa matter, I have received 
a letter from one of the leading citizens of the county and one or 
my beet friends; and, if' I F not b.adly mistaken, he is one of' your 
friends, too. He is Myron • Ward of La. Feria. I am . enclosing his 
Original Lstter. I am ms.k1ng copies thereof, and sending to Senator 
Yarborough, and to ,llepnt~intative .Kilgore. 

I , am not at aJ.l certain but that throu;h the fine work of lire Waldorf and. 
·-his bossea at KincsTill• and-San Antonio, that rodent c0ntrol is tt.e 
moat important work we ar~ doipc in the County. • I did not realize this 
Un.til it b&e•• known that there might he an a-g&empt to do a•ay with it. 

is a further il1ustre.t1on1 we will ta.kB Mr. Ward, for eJCample, he lives 
cm the road between I.a. Fer:fa am Santa Rosa. We call it Duke's 
Highway am the State is ~ pitting on vast :bnprovements. As I 
recollect, Mr. Ward ha.a a neighbor in the distance or not over 
l/S or a mils. - N9W, supi:ose · we use . the "private enterprise" iAY 
and that Mr. Ward buys the. p;>ison, - which, as I urnerstand, costs 
about three times as much~ as it costs the County - and poisons 
the mts in his l:ackya.rd, but his neighbor does not pnrcha.se it • -
It 1a only a question or a very short time until Neighbor Jones' 
re.ts will increase and run over and coma tack to Mr. Ward, and it 
would be a continuous f'ight from here on out. 
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ait, the way the Wildlife pople are doing it, they are certa~ 
doing a very good job, because rats can even cross the Rio Gmnd•~ 
As a natter or tact, "Mr. Rat" is one ~rt aninal. When the Good 
Lord distributed brains to the aninal kingdom, he didn't overlook 
"Mr. Rat" - am still, "Mr. Rat" carrying these disease germs, 
might be more dangerous _ than a grisly bear or aI1 African lion. 

I know the "high--pressure" that is being laid on you; but, if 
it was pit · to a v0te in Cameron County, a I think at least 95% 
of the people w~ld be ror this rodent control. 

I reel that I should write you am let you know wJ:at th e public 
opinion is. 

With very best wishes, I am, 

Yours very trul.y, . 

OCD/ssm 
OSCAR C. DANCY, 
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PRODUCERS OF RED GRAPEFRUIT AND ORANGES 

Judge Oscar Dancy, 
County Judge, Cameron County, 
Brownsville, Texas 

Dear Judge Dancy: 

SANT A ROSA HIGHWAY 
LA FERIA, TEXAS 

March 19 ,1°958 

I have read copy of letter Mr. C.R.Landon,District Agent, 
sent you relative to the poison tor rats which the county is 
distributing to the farmers. ·Mr. Landon advised that a Mr. Scott L. 
Hargrove,Box 2045, Harlingen, Texas, complained· to sen~tor Lyndon 
Johnson that by the county placing this poison in the hands or the 
farmers he can not enaer the rat tiait formation and sales businesso 

To me, this gentleman is a vary poor business man if th.e 
eradication of rats etc by the action of the Public Health i• keeping 
him from entering the poison business. 

Frankly, your Mr. M.J.Waldrof ,supervisor Gameron county Public 
Health unit is directly responsible· :tor ridding this place ,and otber·5 
in this area of rats. His demonstration and instructions go a vsry 
long way in getting us farmers to eradicate the rats on the farms. 

Without the assistance or the county Heal.th unit assistance 
the rural .areas would be in a rather bad shape in so far as rats are 
concerned. The cost the tax payers have to make for this service is 
indeed small, and to this date I hav.e heard no complain from anyone 
regarding this activ~ty expense. The more of this type of work we 
have in the rural areas the healthier the whole county will be,so 
more power to Mr. aldrof and employees like him. His woek is good 
and needed. 

I shall write to Lyndon and suggest that he not make.any 
further ef forts to assist Mr. Hargrove in his selfish moKe for 
personal gain. 

cc to Mr. Landon 
Mr. Waldrof. 

Yours very sincerely, 
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C-1.\SE & P omcr 

April lO, 19;.: 

I>ear Friend: 

Vasb.hgton 1 t ia a pleasure to a.end you the attached. 

letter and ve are glad YC?U q;ave us en opp>rtunity to 

oxprcas an Urterest in this ma"or. 

We bop(! yew. v.Ul eou1iill'U.G w call qn us wb.cm­

ever YCJU teel we can be helptul to yw. 

Mr. Stone L. Bargrove 
P.O. Box 2045 
Ilarlingen, Texao 

Sbceroly, 

Arthur c. Perry 
Admiu:t.s'trati ve AGoistant to 
Lyndon :B. Jobnf?on, USS 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

·aa. t.Yl\dOa B. .Johnson 
Vnlted $tates senate 
Waahlilgtoa 2s, n. e. 

leaz. seuaJor JoJmson: 

ADDRESS ONLY THE DIRECTOR, 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES 
AND WILDLIFE 

9 19 8 

we have .acei••4 .Iii. Stone '• Rargro't'e'ta. letter of 11$rc:h 
14 bait dO aot' feel w are in ·a po'altlon to comant 011 the condUet 
·ef-· Cameron COmltY .ailaka bf Judge ·OScal' e. Da;acy .aD(l the Collaty 
Comm.f:•uonei:s' eourt. 

lb:. BMgro•e ls correct that the· introcaction ol utl.co­
agul•t· baite ..., . a eipificant adYaace in t1- contu1 0£ rat•. we 
dlaapee ·they ha•e· 'IOitt.d the :Jta.tioa'·a .:at- probi._i, although we 
'tifish that .... the ,cue. To· be. ac~., coattol elfo~ts mat 1• 
~thes ·than Umpty 'batti•a 'the enbal•; ·tu~y ••'* be C»tlcenea with 
tbe related. atruct!Ua1, . --.ger:ld .·u,d erwkoameatal .f&Ch»r•. which 
encourage :rat lnfesta~ioa• :in ·the £1r!s.t p1a.·•· Thl• dee• not mid.­
mbe ·the inlpodiilla o.f· ·removiog Uhting eat' popU!atio• and aucce:s ... 
fd balU.t !a. ;an ·impott.t•t ·meana, to tbat end. we. belie•• 'tile· 
manaer' ·bl Which thla lureau extena teClmlol ~aeirvtca ,to the public 
ts ecwete4 la the Acting .eomtulone1t•a letter. d ,aa.ceb 20. 

We .... •lth a. •C'P••• tbat w ht.\fe a l'e•PoD•iblUty 
to ·make· cmtrol £tndluge aullable to tbe pu'bli:c. a.· S.U· AntoniO 
District Of'flce -.td. a pleuec1 tro . . apta. :effn •. U.at:••• ·all 
the ie:Cbntc:d asaiatnce pesstblft; •• tlJ.ep· did ID easlJ 19S7' ·Whe• he 
•at into Jb• bai."' ,f'.arJlldat·iQ& bt.tslneas. 

A:& ,reque•ted, '*• :lkrscn•'•· le·tte.• h r:etm•ct. bUewi.th. 

Siace1re1y ,._ • • , 

Dkector 
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STONE L. HARGROVE 
Cotton - Vegetable Specialties 

Buyer - Ginner - Grower - Shipper - Broker 

GENERAL OFFICE ANO GIN 

PHONE GA 3 - 0229 

2709 N. COMMERCE 
(Hl13HWAY 77) 

Hon, Lyndon Johnson 
Washington, D.0• 

Dear Mr.Johnson: 

P. C. BOX 2045 

HARLINGEN, TEXAS 

March,24,1958 

_ Because Rudge Dancy has sent me a copy of his 
letter of two days ago to you in which he defends the Cameron 
County rat bait give away program, I feel that I should'r point 
out to you some defects in his argument. First however, I would 
like to give you a little of the background of these letters. 

Earl~ in November '57 a country merchant told me: 
" Your rat bait would have been a good seller here several years 
ago- but now whenever any of my customers have rat trouble they 
just call up Mr.Waldorf at S~ Benito and he will bring out rat 
bait and generally will put it out for them". I then wwn.t to Judge 
Dancy's office and asked him to tell me how much rat bait the Co. 
was giving away and how much it was costingo He said th.at he would 
find out and took my name and addresso After two months waiting 

· I we.o.t again and he had done nothing, but our local County 
Commissioner, Tom Foster, was in the office and he said he would 
get the information for meo Then on Feb,10,1958 I addressed a letter 
to"Judge Dancy and the Commissioners Court n asking that the give 
away program be atopped and requesti.ij.g a replyo I heard nothing 
until Judge Dancy sent me a copy of this letter to you and then 
he admitted he had not taken up the matter with the commission. 
My only comment here is that people who give away or spend the 
taxpayers money seem reluctana to give out information as to where 
the mpney goes. 

Now Judge Dancy says that it is a good idea to 
spend the Omunty money to fight rats because they carry disease. 
He does not establish ·rat killing as a normal or essenti~l Govt. / 
activityo Nor does he give any reason for restricting the fight 
to mosquitoes and rata when it is well known that flies and 
roaches also carry disease. There is a long list of animals that 
carry disease - even including human beings. 

~hen the Judge goes on to prove that his program 
is ineffective by mentioning the very poor who cannot afford to 
buy rat baito He fails to tell you that most of these on his relief 
rolls are living within city limits and inelegible to reueive his 
free rat bait. He gives bait away only in rural co.mm.unitieso 
Does the good Judge think that city rats carry no disease? 

As a cotton ginner I am fairly familiar with .the 
farming situation hereo It is my judgement- that most of the 
farmers who , receive the tree bait are actually well able to buy 
therr owno Also I believe that there are many poor t~xpayers in the 
towns and cities who cannot afford to contribute to a fund which 
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STONE L. HARGROVE 
Cotton - Vegetable Specialties 

Buyer - Ginner - Grower - Shipper - Broker 

GENERAL 0F"F"ICE ANO GIN 

PHONE GA 3·0229 

2709 N. COMMERCE 
(HIGHWAY 77) 

Hon. Lyndon Johnson p.2 

P. O. BOX 2045 

HARLINGEN, TEXAS 

March,24,1958 

is used to give rat bait exclusively to their relatively well 
to do neighbor• in the country. 

The Cameron County rat program. is not effective as an 
extermination effort. It is not fair in that the bait is not available 
to all citizens alike. It should be stopped. I believe this program 
was instigated by the U.S.Fish &.Wildlife service. Its continuance 
is possible only because the Fish & Wildlife people continue to 
sell the bait to them. at a very low cost. 

· In this connection let me tell you of a visit to my 
office of Mr. H.E.Bridgewater, Kingsville, Texas who is Dist. 
Mgr. for the San Antonio office of the Fiall & Wildlife Service. 
I asked if the 4-H boys and other groups who canvassed for the 
rat bait sales were making a profit. He said generally yes - they 
buy at 17¢ per lv and sell at 25¢ per lb. That is a mark up 
of 47% - considerably more than a merchant makes in the bait he 
han!les. Now I ask you : Is that competing with private enterprise? 

I also asked Meo Brlbdgewater to give me the address 
of parties who could tell me all about the Texas rat bait program.o 
He said : Rodent Control Revolving Fund, PO Box 1941, San Antonio6, 
Texas. This post office box is the mailing address of the U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife Service in S.A. He admitted- during the conversation 
"we run the business"o 

Now it seems to me this would be a good time to . 
thoroly investigate the very "reason for being" of this nation wide 1 

rat bait"Demonstration " business. I can well imagine that twenty 
years ago when anti-coagulant baits were first int~0duc84 it might_ . 
have been worllh public money to .make some demonstration of the new 
method of rat killing. But a~~ually the aae of anticoagulants is 
very simpleo Labels on packaged bait for sale in 50,000.00 stores 
all over America tell how to use it. Read the instructions on my 
label enclosed and then ask yourself why we should keep on spending 
public money to demonstrate this useo Imthin.k: that the Fish & 
Wildlife Service should be restricted to research and their findings 
made available to the public thru our regular County Agents 0 

I want to thank you for your interest in my 
problem, I think you are getting something started0 

You1· s very &ruly 
s 

~ <.7 
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LURAY bait has been thoroughly tested 
and proven. There can be no better anti­
coagulant bait. 

LURAT bait is safest to use. 

The LURAY self-feeder carton is the 
most effecient, economical, and effective way 
to feed anti-coagulant bait. 

The cost is insignificant compared to the 
loss that rats and mice inflict. 

DEALER 

Each rat living in your house or barn is 
estimated to cost you $20.00 per year. 

Rats & mice carry and spread 27 diseases 
including Bubonic Plague. 

Rats start fires 
• Rats destroy property 
• Rats contaminate food 

It is no longer necessary to endure rats 
and mice in your house. To learn how simple 
and easy it is to rid your place of these dan­
gerous pests turn the page. 
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In recent years Government Agencies 
engaged in rodent control have come to rec­
ommend anti-coagulant baits most highly for 
general public use. LURAY is one of the 
newest of this type. It's formula has been 
tested with most satisfactory results in the 
United States and foreign countries for sev­
eral years. 

When rodents eat an anti-coagulant daily 
for a week or two the chemical retards the 
coagulating power of the blood and they 
bleed to death internally, generally running 
out of doors in search of water. 

NI 

Rats & Mice will quit feeding on 
a bait when they realize it is danger­
ous, but they never stop eating LURAY. 
Also they will quit bait that is mus­
sed or scattered. These are the rea­
sons why we have designed the 
LURAT carton to furnish a continuous 
supply of fresh bait. 

.. RAT PSY HOLOGY 
It is well known that rats and 
mice love to break in and 
steal. That is why they will 
sneak into the holes of the 
LURAY box and feed there in 
the sheltered area and never 
bother your grains and cereal 
which may be in the same 
room. 

EM Y B IT I TO CA 0 
when you are ready to begin 
your campaign against the 
rats and mice. This is the 
simplist and easiest of all 
methods of rodent warfare. 
The LURAY carton not only 
feeds the ·rodents most ef­
ficiently but also guards 
children and pets from ac­
cidental contact with the bait. 

That's all you have to do. 
No going back daily to put 
out fresh bait, no picking up 
what is left. The unique box 
and the high quality feed 
lure them in. The rodents 
think they are eating on the 
choicest tidbits of rot diet -
and they are but they are 
also eating themselves to 
death. 
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CONTROLS RATS & MICE IN 
HOMES e FARMS e DAIRIES e WAREHOUSES 

GRAIN ELEVATORS e WHARF e BOA'S 

This new anti-coagulant chemical control for rats & mice 
contains Fumarin*. Its remarkable killing power depends upon 
its being consumed regularly over a period of days, usually 
5 to 14 once a control program is started. Bait should be 
constantly available to the rodents. If bait should become sour 
or mouldy it should be replaced promptly. 

NO PREBAITING NO BAIT SHYNESS 
INEXPENSIVE & EASY TO USE 

NO TOLERANCE BUILD UP SLOW BUT SURE 
This self-feeder package (patent pending) protects the 

bait from children, pets & domestic animals. It provides a 
sheltered feeding place for the rats & mice and furnishes a 
continuous supply of fresh bait as it is consumed. No constant 
rebaiting, no bait scattered all over the place. 

~ . 

DIRECTIONS: Turn this carton upside down: open the 
marked end, remove bag of bait and empty bait back into the 
carton. Reseal the carton and place it so that the rat holes 
on the sides will be in the path of a rat run. If large rats are 
present we recommend that the carton be tied to the wall with 
wire·, string, or tape. It may be weighted or wedged in so 
that the rats will not knock it over. 

PROVEN ECONOMICAL EFF CTIVE 
ACTIVE INGREDIENTS: 
3-(Alpha-Acetonylfurfuryl)-4-Hydroxycoumarin ° ............................................ .025 % 
Inert Ingredients: ................................................................................................ 99.975 % 

CAUTION: If this material should be swallowed by humans, pets or domestic 
animals it may reduce the clotting power of the blood and cause blHding. In 
such cases intravenous and oral administration of Vitamin K combined with blood 
tran1fu1ion1 may be Indicated. 

MANUFACTURED BY 

STONE'S FARM SHOP 
P. 0 . BOX 2045 • HARLINGEN, TEXAS 
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Dea:r Fr.lend: 

·In 4th8 absence of senator . Johnson traa 

Vaehingtou :l.t ia a p1.eaeure to send )'OU. the attached 

letter and ve· are g1.a4 , 10U ··save u ; an ~t7 to 

express an interest 1n thia matter. 

Ve hopo 10" · v.U1 continue to call on ua Yhea• 

evv·· 1QU tool we can be helpful 't;o 10\l• 

Bin~, 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Honorable LJ'Udon B. Johnson 
United States Senate 
Wubington 2;. D. c. 

Dear Senator Johnson:. 

ADDRESS ONLY THE DIRECTOR, 
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES 
AND WILDLIFE 

Judge Oscar c .• Danc1•s letter of Karch 22 retere to 
obJectioms raised b;y Mr. Stone L. HargroTe: in b1a lettera . ot 
February land ll with respect to the propriet7 "of· the ·c&­
operaUve rat control prograa in Caeron Coun.t7. 

Judge Dancy states the position of the County 
Commissioners'' Court 1n providing tor a county insect and 
rodent .control program.. Whether that, program shall continue 
iD the county ia the responsibility of the Cameron County 
Camdaaionera • Court. 

The taoilltiea tor ettect.1.Te rodent eontrol afforded. 
bJ' the cooperatiTB arrangements between the Bureau of Sport 
FisheriEus· and Wildlife and Texas A & M College will continue 
to be o8ilable to Cameron County. 

Judge Danc7'a letter is returned herewith. 

Sincerely you.re. 

.) I J ZE 

Director 

Enclosure 
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BOYNTON H . FLE M ING, SHUUl"F 
c . H . HOLCOMB. TAX Assuao .. AND COLLl[CTO .. 
F . T. GRAHAM, CRIMINAL DIST. ATTY. 
LULA GEORGE, DISTRICT CLERK 
MRS. W . R . JONES , TR€ASURER 
JAS. 0 . KOONCE. COUNTY SCHOOL SUP'T. 

BRO""\VN"SVILLE, TE"XAS 

Bono 16Ddon •~ Johnson, 
u. s. Senator, 
VaabiDgton, D. c. 

Dear i,ndona 

March 22, l'SI• 

OSCAR C . DANCY, COUNTY JUDGE 
TEO HUNT, PRECINCT NO. t PORT ISAl!IEL 
JOHN H . GINN , JR. , PRECINCT NO. 2 BROWNSVILLE 
JACK EHLERS, PREC INCT No . 3 , SAN BENITO 

J . T . FOSTER, PRECINCT NO. 4, HARLIN GEN 
H . 0 . SEAGO, COUNTY CLERK 
J . R . SNOEBERGER, COUNTY AUDITOR 

MAR 2 4 ·19 

We aeem to have ¢t• a little static clown hve re1ar:Une rat 
· ptd.aeo .benkl.J', l 'th.cu.pt the state furn.lahe4 this rat pois•J lmt I fiml 
that it is the c.m.v. .IDi I d.o net think C.eron CmatJ' can 11ue a-q ltetter 
posa191e .b:nataeut et pultlic ••87 thaa the •C97 it pqa frr thia partiaa.lar 
prtmmtatiV. ot tae waste and. the iaapr ot ep.lcl.S.ca 8'reat 91 ~· rat. 

I a an at all "1estict.ng tae 1ood. fa:l.tb •t Mr. Stane L. Harcron, 
' ot BarliDpD. ·All ot UB Mlieft .in private eaterpria•• wt there are just acae 

tld.».p that cann.ot .......... priw.te enterpri•• u.U. tiehtlnc the rat la ~ 
of "1loaa t!d.Dc•• 

I a me 7cal know~· 1.urat ec-.crd.c ccmditiou.a thr•P.mt the 
camtrJ-and the people mt et vcr:t. It V. · tmlertook to aake the individual pur­
chase t:b.e rat . poison, 70r1 voali 3ust; &Japl7 ·caapletel.7 io awq VJ.th that· prevent ... 
t:lve heal\b aovm.eato 

I knov of n-. _wq that 70l1 COllli 'farce eva wealtlv' people te ~ 
rat pcd.aca. We vill sq that John Jaus liV&e m me cornar and 1111 Saith 
.lives en the M.ja!mne carnerJ aDd. John 1oaea MQ-s the rat poiscu. ad ld.lla 
the rate; and 1111 &aith d0ea aot do it (ad ve cannot tarce Ida to clo 1\ }> 
lut there are literall7 hundrecls ot our poor people vho are ou.t ot vcrk, &Di 
have to Co t• our relief offices tor veekl7 hawicta in o;rcler to keep aeat on 
their 9onea - the7 cannot 'llu1' ltread, let . alone rat pcdaon. 

It 7«l had a oarumm1t7 O~ twent71 8lld D.ineteen o:t th• ltouibt rat 
pcd.aoa and ODe ot the dicln•ta it wau.ld onq •• a \Uestion of a tev months until 
the rats an the premises of that me vculd spread to the other nineteen. 
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F.renlcl.7, I th1Dk ve have an oatatandinr setup oa tiptlng the rat 
1D \bia ~tl'V7 !.Dtcraation indicate• that Mr. w. 1. Walclart, who ia in chare• ot 
our inaeet awl rodent COAVOl al a specialia\1 :ls dOinc 811 mtstandfn1 joa. Bia head 
:la in this work, aucl he :ls not atrai4 to wcrko He is the k:l.nd ot an Official that ve 
oucht to have cm. all pual:lc pq roll &a 

I wOD.t eo into details as to the dancer of the rat .... iut a tev 7eara ago 
ve had a tnlnla fever epldado that was ~eaticmaaq irmght cm. 87 Mr. Rat; ml it 
:la well known that Mro Rat carries laaon:lc Plque mi other tropic and semi-tropical 
cliseuea. Ve are a -1-vopic oOUD'tr7J and. we have to lte on our toea all the U... f 

to vatch mt for aalaria, 7ellov f~, d9D1Ue, and everJ1;hilijt else. 

. Of c.urae, Hr. !lat, ae tar aa I kaov, 4oea 11ot OCT1' these diaeue-•t 
Mr. Wald.art is · m' charp· et em- tipt ca the aoa¢toea, u nll u the .tieht e 

· the rat. 

I • cml7 spealdnc te 1a7aelf • W.s, u the aa\'Mr has not 8- referred 
to the . Caudasloaca:t C~ao I • •ncJtn1 a Cf117 ot this letter .to each •••v ot 
the CourtJ and it mq ot tbml ditfer with ae, I • aare th91' will write J'Gtl, '9cmH 
it aq M we dqs Mtare va have another •••tinro Jut ve put this vark • unat•aa•l7J 
am it there la arq a•aw ot the Court vhe ia not hapn uou:t the wart Mro Wald.Rt 
:la 4o!nr1 I do ncrt lalov ito 

I hate to clisap-ee vl\h Mre Harerneo He AW me I ltelieve tvice at m;r 
office at Harlh&eno Jut 7ou can put 8aear. Danq down as tor the oa\imatiao ot the 
proo-a and tor ~ the aait 111' Caeron Ooant7e 

. We are pttinc thia ltait at wholeaale or ltetterJ and I umiaratand the retail 
price is alt°"t three ta.es aa hleh aa the replar price. · 

·. ·I & aeaiinc a OOJ>1' ot this letter to Mro H&rlt'OV8 and a miUc ot other&J 
aDd I aa · sending 70U a con ot rq letter to Hr. Harp-on. 

Tf/r7 tru17 J'Clll'&~ ~ 
I 

OCD/ea Oscar c. Daner - Coant)r Judge. 
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Mareh 22, 195Se 

Hr" St•• L. Har.eron, 
lox 2~'' HarliqtD, ·hxu. 

Dear *• Harerovea 

! • sure that J'°'1 and l om dleagree without H.b.g dleagrHa'bl~ 
I • 1lc4 J'Gu. oa.Ued rq attention to th1•J and cton•t head.\a\e 1n th• tu\ure 
,. call Iq attentiou to aJV'\hlD.g ·J'Oll tb1Dlc 1• wrong \d.th oeunv Goverment. 

We ••is• ot t.he Ocnrd.aat-..ra t Caurt are jun bwaaD., like the bal­
ace ot the peopl•J and ve do not han 91ee .ia the baok ot cur· h•-'•• When 
\hlDi• go vrtr11, ve cannot find aut until ve are intor•ed• 

Iaur o«11plain\ haa not been ign.wed ... the w.rMer, ar I m. sure bJ" 
elf.I' o\her aakr ot the caurt. I belieft Mr. roster la po1atbl7 th• onl7 one 
at tld.a ·tSa• tha\ l haw omualtecl a'boalt \bl•• SpeaJdq tor JQ'Hlf alone, 
I d"1bt it Caerm Ooun\f la •ald.Dc arq lMtt\er lnTeartaat ot rour tc m.mer, 
than fighting th• rat and \he m..._u1\o1 ad I lhall eoatiml• thetleht. ~ . aDd 
·ao 1ar a.a I mow ar klieve, fffflr7 tthe ,. • .._. .Of the Cour\ sees 14' aa I do. 
Rovner, I • adllag a OOJ>7 ot th1a le\te t.o '\he othe aeabee ot the "Court, 
aa vell aa v Su.~o·t4*land to SenatareH•• ad lm'berpr. 

I\ ju1S\ ·haw- 'Ulatr l 1mw •• ·x.• . .--·e.1ir--11 a4 ~ocwol7• 
I han never had the pleamre et meeting·*'• ltulttarprJ mt l t.ld.Dlc . Orepn \laa 

twe cait11t8Dd1111 a.aatora. ,.,., trul7 roura, ~ ~) 

OCO/eb Oaoar o. Dan07 - Oaunt7 Judge. 
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March 28, 

Dear Myron: 

I have your letter and at.o the copy of your letter 
to Judge Dancy about the rat potaon which the county 
la dletrlbuUng to tbo far me rt. 

I am glad to know of your lntereat ln the matter 
and am particularly lntereated tn your recommendation. 
Judge .Dancy baa written me on the aubjoct and l have 
ln turn aubmltted bl.• vlew• to the Flab and Wild LUe 
Service of the Department of the Interior. 

I am glad to have the report about crop condition• 
ln the Lower Rio Qrande Valley. 

With peraonal good wl1be1, 1 am, 

Mr. Myron F. Ward 
·· R.an.cho de My•Mar Waf d 
Santa Rote Highway 
La Feria, ·Texaa 

. LBJ:ACP:dah 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnaon 
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PRODUCERS OF RED GRAPEFRUIT AND ORANGES 

senator Lyndon B. Johnson, 
United s tates senate, 
Washington, D~C .. 

Daar Lyndon: 

. Ma.rc-h 19 ,1958 

SANT A ROSA HIGHWAY 
LA FERIA, TEXAS 

I understand that a Mr. Scott L. Hargrove, P~o.Box 
2045, Harlingen, Texas. has made a complaint to you that ~he 
the distribution or rat poison by the Cameron county Health 

unit is preventing him from entering the rat bai:b formation alind 
sales business. 

For your information the Cameron County Health upit 
pays ror this rat poison. No FedBral money is used in this worthy 
cause. 

It Mr. Hargrove can not enter a business where th•re 
is competition he had better pick cotton or do other worko 

Since the Govex-.nment is not furnishing the funds 'bo 
poison rats on this rancho, I see no · ~eason for your office to 
further ·disturb yourself in this matte·r. · 

With Falao~ Dam fuli,ample submoistu.re in our tillable 
and ranch lan.ds, I cantsee any short crop this year for the farmers 
and ranchers in the Lower Rio Grande Valley during 1956. 

With personal regards to you and Ladybird, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

~d. 
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Judge Oscar Danc7, 
cowity Judge, Cameron county, 
Brownsville, Texas 

Dear Judge Dancy: 

I have read copy .or letter Mr. c.R.Landon,D1str1ct .Age.ut, 
sent yotl relat1Te ·to ·the po·tson--·ror rets ~ ·-which' tlle county is 
distr1b\lt1ng . to the . ·rarme:rs. llr. Landon advised ~bat a Mr. Scott ·L. 
Hargrove,Box ·2045, ·Harlingen, ·Texas, complaitied ;to senator Lyndon 

· Johnson that by the county placing this poison in the hands ot the 
rarmers he can not en•er the r~t ~ait tormation and sales business. 

To me, this gentleman is a Yar7 poor bus1ness man it the 
eradication ot rats etc b7 the action or the Public Health 1• keeping 
him trom entering the poison business. 

__ · Frankly, your Mr. M.J .waldrot ,supervisor Cameron count1 Public 
·Health unit is directl7 responsible tor r1da1ng this place,and other.s 
in this area or rats. His demonstration and instructions go a ur7 

. long 11a1 in getting us tamers to eradicate the rats on the terms. 

Without the assistance ot the count1 Health unit assistance 
· the ritrel areas would be in a rather bad shape in so tar as rats are 

concerned. The cost the tax payers have to make tor ~h1s sarv1oe is 
indeed small, and to this date I have heard ·no complain from anyone 
regarding this eot.1 vi t ·y expense. The more ot thl s t7pe or •ork ~e 
have in .the rural areas the healthier the whole count7 will be,eo 
more power to Mr. Waldrot and emplo7ees l1ka him. His woek is flood 
and ne·ed·ed. -

I shall write to l.yndon and suggest that he not make any 
turther et·torts to assist Mr. Hargrove in his selfish moae tor 
personal gain. 

oo to Mr. Lendon 
~r. i aldrot. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Myron F. wer d 
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March Z1' 1958 

I have read with lntere8t wtat you 18'/ la 
your~. !. · . · .. 22ad and bl the 1eUer 
to .·. ' • Hargrove . . . • program to extermi• 

. Date rat.S. 

I am making JnquJry here as to whether 
there ls at1J .authority tor a Fedeml Program 

·. for such • purpose. 

WUh best wishes. I am 

LJDdm B. Jobnaou 

Honorable Oscar C. Dancy, Cwaty Judp 
Camemn County 
Bzownsville, Teas 

LBJ:ACP:jm 
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March 2.7. 1958 

Fish and Wildlife Service 
Department of the Int• rior 

Wa•hin1ton 25, D. C. 

Mr. Arthur C. Perry 
5141 
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LYNDON B . J O H NSON 
TEXAS 

~uittb ~ta±ts ~tmtft 
@ffitt nf tlye !lemnaatit ~eabtt 

~asltUtghnt, ~ .. «! .. 

March 26, 1958 

Dear Friend: 

It is a pleasure to send you the attached letter 

regarding your request. I hope you will find the informa-

tion of interest and I assure you it gave me pleasure to 

cooperate with you. 

Please feel free to call on me whenever I can be 

of assistance. 

With kind regards~ 

Mr. stone L(;;:;::) 
P . 0 . Box 2 0:\5 '""'"'•'IJ*«~ 
Harlingen, Texas 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 25, D . C . 

Senatox Lyndon B. Johnson 
United States Senate 
washington 2S. n. c. 

Dear Senator Johnson: 

IN R EPLY REFER TO : 

We are ple.ased to furnish additional information re• 
quested by your -constituent, Mr. Stone L. Hargrove o£ Harlingen, 
Texas, under date o£ March 4. 

Cameron COUnty conducts its insect and rodent -control 
program as a public. se-nice a.s a result of past occurrences of 
equine encephalitis and typhus. County officials have .requested 
and are receiving direction of the rodent control work from Mr. 
Bdwin :Kelley, District Pield Assistant, Rodent and Predator7 Ani­
mal Control Service, Texas A and M College. Mr. Kelley and other 
rodent specialists are supervised by the District Agent, Bureau of 
Sport fisheries and Wildlife. San Antonio, under cooperative agree­
amt between the Bureau and Texas A and M College. Detailed inf or• 
mation on the operation of the Cameron County project is readily 
available upon request from Cameron County o£Licials and the Office 
of Mr. c. 1.. Landon, District Agent, Bureau of Spor't Pishe.ries ,and 
Wildlife, Box 1941, San Antonio. Texas. Mr. Hargrove may £ind it 
desirable to make additional inquiry from. those sources. 

The Bureau of Sport Pisheries and Wildlife conducts preda­
tor and rodent control under cooperative agreements -with. and as an 
aid to state and public agencie-s, counties, cities, associations, 
trade groups ,and individuals (7 u.s.c. 426). Cuuently. approxi­
mately two dOllars of non-Pederal .funds to each Pederal dollar 
finances this public serv!e.e control e.f£ori. 

The Continental Ulllted States is di Yided into 18 Bu'reau 
control districts. In fiscal year 1957. 17.-240 man days of federal 
employment were directed at the cooperative control of all rodents 
- prairie dogs, pocket gophers, ground squirrels, rabbits, wood• 
Chucks., field mice, kangaroo rats, porcupi.nes, common house rats 
and mice, and others of lesser import.a.nee. About 25% of this co­
operative rodent control effort was directed specifically at the 
control of rats and mice at an approximate cost .of $l1S, 000. the 
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lureau ao!.at• . cooperator:• J.n ·deyelot.tlns, demoutraH.n1, super:• 
vislttg and traln.t.na spec!aU.sts and property owners to remedy GOft• 
dttlon.a whtcb cau•• ~at and mouae p:robleaa ln the fiirst place, u 
w11 aa in tedudng exlating populations. lucceaatUl tat control 
roe.s conalderably turther than etmply bdtins the animals. deal .. 
tng with ttnct~al. managerial and envirODlflltntU .laotors. 

PedeJ.'.al appropriations do not purchase r .•t and iaou•e 
bait• lo1t coope .. attve control proJ·tcte u.ndet Bureau admin!ttratlft 
&upervlslcn, nor tor cooperative control pr0Jeet1 1eoelving only 
t•ctmical su;enlt.lon. Saita ausd control mated.ala are procured 
lr014 revolving funds pro•.ided by local agenelee under cooperative 
agreements with the Bureau ol Sport P1Llier!es and Wild.life. In 
t'tual year ltss. 42,864 ~di of r:at attd mou1e balt• of all 
kindl wre used on cooperative »toJtcte W.lder the SUre•u•s adld.nle .. 
ttattve superri.a:lon. COopentive technica1 guidance proJ•ct• re­
ported ualq 721,880 pounds. Theae local r.vo19ing .funds ue de .. 
signed to promote the mans tor de•natratliig and expanding tbe 
uA of succtaslul ,,.edUctlonal tnd preventive methOdl against rate 
and a.tee. Nld enablt. publJ.o •lflncles to extend control ·bentllts 
to ueaa beyond the scope of indlvJ.du•i of loris to CiOabat theat 
rovlnr, coamopoU:tan peats. 

Mr. Hargrove-• a lettttr !s teturnftd heJ!ewith as requested. 

ZE 
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STONE L. HARGROVE 
Cotton - Vegetable Specialties 

Buyer - Ginner - Grower - Shipper - Broker 

P . O. BOX 2045 

GENERAL OFFICE AND GIN 

PHONE GA 3-0229 

2709 N. COMMERCE 
(HIGHWAY 77) HARLINGEN, TEXAS 

Hon. Lyndon Johnson 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

March,4,1958 

Thank you for your letter of the 26th last 
enclosing a letter from Mr . Suomela of the Fish & Wildlife 
Service. I also appreciate his kind offer to oblige with 
furllber infor mation on bhe subject of the service's rat 
bait program. Let's ask him these questions: 

1. How many pounds of rat bait did the Service distribute 
in each State of the Union last year? ( calendar orFiscal} 

2. Ho 'l many men are employed in this work? 

3. How many dollars of the taxpayers money was spent 
in this rat bait program? 

T hese are the same questions I asked in 
my previous letter - but probably · Mr.S~omela overlooked them. 

Now, because he says thi s prog r a m is run 
by Texas A & Mand Extession Service let me say that I called 
our County Agent about this. He says that all ndemonst ra•tmnsn 
in the County are organizeri by Mr.Edwin Kelly, of Edinburg­
an employee of the Fish & W ildlife Service • And the bait 
is bought from the Fish & Wildlife Service in San Antonio. 
Mr . Kelly enlists the free services of Boy Scoub~x, 4-H boys , 
etc and they canvass t he neighborhood . Cameron Count y gives 
the bait in rur al communities and the F& Service sell s it 

· ~ --~~---..,._,-,~ -:..n • y gei; r ree raaio announcemeni:;s 
free selli ng and free de l ivery . This i s terriffic compett tion 
f or a man trying to make a living. 

T o give y ou a hint of what we are about 
to uncover: last year Cameron County gave away 13,000 lbs . 
of rat bait , at a cost of over $5 , 000.00 of t he taxpayers 
money. And t hat does not include what the F&W Service sold 

' 
' \ 

at cost. If this is typical of the situation all over the \ 
U.S. it i s no wonder t hat the taxpayers are pract i ca lly broke .~ 

s 

1th many thanksfor your co-operation,! am 

Yours ver y truly 

~~-7~ 
/ 
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March 7, 19 58 

Dear rrtencU 

Tha.nk9 for your note ot March 4t.b, in which 7ou 
ral se ad.di tlonal q_ueeUon• w 1th reterence to the rodent 
'bait program ot the J'ieh and Wild.lite Service. I am going 
to bring 1our additional 1nqu.Sr1e• to the attention of 
\he authorities and e.ak for official a.nawera to them. .Al 
soon aa a repl.7 18 recei"l'ed I will forward it. on to you 
at once. 

It h good of 1ou to let me have a chance to 
work with 7ou on 7our reqneat. 

Sincerei,, 

L:vndon !. Johnson 

-~ 

!~Wt~Sttll 
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Office ot the Comm stioner 
Flab anl Wildlife Service 
Depar,ment of Interior 
Walhington, n. c. 

March 7 i 19S8 

Mr. Gl1nn Stegall 
2221 
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Fe'brD.arJ 26, 1958 

Dear J'rlends 

I am nahlng alone 'o 1011 \he attached l•tter 
I have 3u•t. :received from \he Comnd. ssloner of the J'ith 
and Wildlife Senice, with reference to 'he roden' bd' 
el tuatlon• dlacnteed in 7our le\,ei- 'o me under date o t 
leb ru.ary 1. 

I 'rue\ CommiH1oner Suomela'• le"er will 
cl•• 7ou the 4e•1red intormatloa. 

When 7ou b&.ve had a cbanoe to reTie.w thta 
®rreapondence., . I •ball be glad. to have 7our ree.c\lon• 

,, and fuT,her commeate.,. 

Sinoerel7, 

Iqndon B. John1on 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

$@Ator £ynd0u B. Johnson 
Vnlted.Statee·s.aate 
W.ahlngtoa. D. c. 

Dear Senator J'ohr.ISOR: 

IN REPLY R 6FE:R TO : 

FEB 21 J 

.lt l• ·• -plet~ to reply to JOU comunicatlon Of l'ebnu, 
8 aa4 · expJala t1te rodeat bait sltuatloa npoded to ·JOG on PebrauJ 1 
bf arr. Stone L. BUpou, o6 UarUngen• 2exaa. 

!he dlndbrdloa -~ nt bdt: ID l'exa••· .to which 11r. U.aiove­
~d•••· la done wider. th« Tua• ~:. ,ud JI. QdJ.ege Sptem. -opei'atiq 
thmugh a ttodent .. o.at~l. a.ol'f'lag Jud. _ Which waa lnld.ated.,. 19 
years ,ago "1 a ·..u. app.toprbtloa· £roa ·the state o£ ~au. It hd 
couthued opentlut up to the pn·ant ti. thiough ca-., ·receipt• hoa 
comatltts, .mnldpalltlea ·8Jld other -as..U·• •de lrl paJllllDt lor rodent 
bait -•terlale. 

-!'hi.a uz-anse-nt baa fadlltated rodeot contzol &niDnatn­
tioa• wbl.Ch tile· atnau Of #POrt fiaherle• and ldld.U.Ee ls pd•llea•d 
to cooperatln1y_ aadtlct wltb the Tua• Aplcu1tual ldeulon senlc:e 
ad other·ageadea. 1hea ·cgaulatloits haYe ,lftqu.ently told us -ol the 
bend!cbl e.ffecta ·to :qd.cuttue n8111t.bg fna nCh demomrtratlons. 
As . a d.de ,e£.fect. the 4emtnlatrat1olaa barre co.ntribated to · aa·. increued 
public. demimd .for: nt·. bait. '1ut JiatlOn&l . teat Cont•Oi Aaodatlon hu 
lnformed ua tbla I• aa appnclable factor lD the lncreaaed bualnea 
done bf It:• .-.r tins -dadng recent reua. 

Should addltltma1 lnforllitiOn be dedftd on thl8 abject, 
- .111. be g.IAd -·to oblige -~ any time. lff. augroYe• .• lettu la ft.• 
tuned herewith. 

D) AR 1. SUOMELA 

Anle J. Suo•la 
CDaalaalomr 
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Jebrua17 8, 1958 

Dau r.rtend1 

I am &Qin< to "'' la. touch vtth 'he Oo•ml•aloaer 
ot the 1S1h and Wl141Ste S~1oe and a.it tor a fall . ...-
pon on the problem· you d110t1•••4ln1aur l•ttel' to•• 
At toon •• 1' 1• reotl••&. 1 v111 w•H• 7ou anor• "1111• 
giv1n1 10u fu.11 intorma,loa oa 'h1• maHer. 

l am glad 7ou took \I.me out to w r1 '• me at 1ou 
did AD.d. \hat 1ou ca•• me a chance 'o check into thla 
matter. 

1 tul.11 a,ree with 7ou tn 7our intereat in \he 
•llmll1aUon of all mmeoe11a17 geyenment expendJ. tuea. 
l lball c•'a1D11 keep ln a1n4 7ou recommendaUon• a.a ve 
aon•14er \he Tanous appropr1aUoa billa. 

I hope 7ou will oon,1rm.• to write me abou' 8121 
Pl'O'blem Sn vh!oh 7ou have an ln,ereet. 

Wl\h &11 good wi•h••• I am 

S!noer917, 

Mr. ~one t.~. "l">Y• · 
2109 11. Oomme~ 
llarUn~n. '!exat 

.r~v1ot 1na: 

tqndon :a. lohn1on 
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Offlcs• of the Oommt a •Ion.er 
Fish and Wildlife Sen!ce 
Waehlnt.'on, D. O. -

Febl'UIU'Y a. ' 19S8 

Mr. Gl11U1 Stegall 
2221 ' 
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STONE L. HARGROVE 
Cotton - Vegetable Specialtiet 

Buyer - Ginner - Grower - Shipper - Broker 
GENERA&:' OP'P'ICIE AND GIN 

PHONE GA 3•0229 

2709 N. COMMERCE 
(HlllHWAY '77) 

Hon Lyndon Johnson 
·Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

6 1958 

P. a. •ax :aa•s 

HARLINGEN, TEXAS 

Feb,1,1958 

For E-1 numbEr of ye a rs the Govt. ha s m.&1 de it 
hard on my busirrnss on account of restrictions on e:icerage,payments 
for not gro·wing cotton, &nd Govt. sponsored and fincrnced competition-. 
the Co-ops o Fine.l ly I tho ::rht f some thing else to do and st a rted 
to m£~nufa ct ur6 rat bed t .magine my supprise, disappoin t.ment, @n d 
chagr e Govt was giving away rat bait - or selling 
it at or belov.1 cost. It seems t.h:: t the U.S.Fish & Vlildlife service 
mixes rat be:, it c:. nd stlls it b t cost or bclmv o HE re in C&m.eron County 
th6 Com.missioners Court buys it from the Federcal ~ovt. &.nd gives it 
GJ. way to farmers - not to thE town and city people who actually pa.y 
three fourths of the t Gxese 

IJow, Mr .Johnson I know you are very busy· these days. 
But I am. sure that you hove (.lssistc.nts in yoLcr office who c.a.n ask 
the Fish & 'v/ildlife Serv ic~ ~IBr some data:, on their op er a tions. I would 
like to know how m@ny pounds of r~t bait they distribut.ed last y~ar 
snd how filf.lny men on their payroll a l'e engs ged in ths.t work. When 
you see the figures you will probably be a.s surprised &i s I will beo 

When you S(:md me th6se figures will you please give 
m.~ your opinion as to whether tLis is a proper Govt activity - ~tnd if 
you will try to stop the Govt distribution of rat bait? 

I hope that you will be firm in the position 
you have expressed to the newspa1)ers that you would cut down on so.me 
Govt expsndi tures so the. t you could spend more for defense vvi th out 
r&ising taxes. I think we should cut out all Govt. give away programs, 
both domestic 0nd foreign, e.limina t6 a ll Govt competition with 
~rivate enter~rise, cut down or elimine.te subsidy payments and .many 
'pork b&rrell 7 items. 

Yours very truly 

s 
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Senato·r Vleyn& Morse 
Senator Richard Neubs~ger 
RS·P·t.: . .Al Ullm2n· 

Gentlemen t ( copy to ~. sch) 

Feb;l,1958 

You m•n should ba asha~ed to a··sk· if.he p·oor taxpttyars 
tro.m Maine to Oal1f. to .P•Y tor ki.lling rats in Or~gon. Of course, 
wa hitV& a lot of sy.m1>&11thy for Oregon - wa h&~ V6 rats too. and. a lot 
or other pests you do not hllvoa including th.s bolliJ wevil. 

Do you believe that our ancest·ors, in setting up this 
Gove;i:-runBnt, ever dreaJned th& t they wars stlilrting a gian·t rat killing 
agency? 

Do you honestly think that it is • proper Federal 
Government function to give away .. or s'!ll at cost - any rat bait? 

Then do you believe the Federal Govt. should give aw&J 
or sell at oost poison for all insects &. p&st.s ? How about including 
tood i clothing, & ha rd ware ? 

U you bell•~• .1.n tn 1.s kin.ct of Govt,. J:vby d O.ti' t you mov,a 
to Russia where ·this i• done on a grtand Aoale'? 

Mey I su.gg~st that you te.ll your cone ti tuenta to gErt on 
with their own r.it killing ant let the Fed4tral Govt devote 1 ts 
~ttention ~nd resources to the foreigh r~ts~ 

Your.a very truly . /) 

~ .~·-r 
Stone t. Hargrovo ' 
PO ·Bo.x 2045 . 
Htrlingen, Texa: ~ s o 

l?.s. No dollbt there art m.or·e then ;oo ~~ores in Oregon w.b1oh hav·e 
&c;>od stocks ·Of severs l ki.nds ca: rat b~~ 1t. Thay 'c-an help ·your .People 

and tire en.titled to tht bllsinuis. 
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~,------:.,-~-=...~~~--~-' . . , 

Cong.ressman ~sks ~~ 
;; War ·on t;e1d)1ite :~ 
~ • - fu 
>f WAS~1NGTON, Dec. 20 (UP)- 1 
>f Oregon cpngressmeir .. 'Oday called !, th 

for a -government i'crash" pro­
l- ·gram against r~ids of field mice. 
'Y I The congressmen sai( the f~el~ I hE 
;~ mi~e h·ave caused $5 , milliOn rm 

. worth. of , farm crop damage in l::n 
n Oregon. 1 0~ 
l~ I . .Sens~ WaYt1e Morse and Ric'h- t;:i 

11 ard. L1 Neuberger and Rep. Al 
, Ullman reported as .. many as. 20,- th 

1
_ 000 marauding mice per acre in i he; 

1_ some areas of eastern Oregon · va_ 
n d_amaging wheat, hay, Alfalfa, se; 
·e and other crops in their forage . 
>f ror food . of 
is I The lawmakers asked for em er- ~c· 
t- gency funds from the Fish and mt 

Wildlife Service, the Agricultu~e ] 
I Department, and the Public pr( 

; Health service for a "crasA w,·o- lhir 
-gr'1m of extermination." ' 

'1' ~ · ID•' 
• "<-" '""'- . ..,,,.. - ~ , • .' 
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LURAY bait has been thoroughly tested 
and proven. There can be no better anti­
coagulant bait. 

LURAT bait is safest to use. 

The LURAY self-feeder carton is the 
most effecient, economical, and effective way 
to feed anti-coagulant bait. 

The cost is insignificant compared to the 
loss that rats and mice inflict. 

DEALER 

STONE'S FARM SHOP 
t 

Each rat living in your house or barn is 
estimated to cost you $20.00 per year. 

Rats & mice carry and spread 27 diseases 
including Bubonic Plague. 

Rats start fires 
• Rats destroy property 
• Rats contaminate food 

It is no Jonger necessary to endure rats 
and mice in your house. To learn how simple 
and easy it is to rid your place of these dan­
gerous pests turn the page. 

-- - ---- ·----- --- I -------------- - ---
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In recent years Government Agencies 
engaged in rodent control have come to rec­
ommend anti-coagulant baits most highly for 
general public use. LURAY is one of the 
newest of this type. It's formula has been 
tested with most satisfactory results in the 
United States and foreign countries for sev­
eral years. 

SLOW UT URE 

When rodents eat an anti-coagulant daily 
for a week or two the chemical retards the 
coagulating power of the blood and they 
bleed to death internally, generally running 
out of doors in search of water. 

GI ES WARNING 

Rats & Mice will quit feeding on 
a bait when they realize it is danger­
ous, but they never stop eating LURAY. 
Also they will quit bait that is mus­
sed or scattered. These are the rea­
sons why we have designed the 
LURAY carton to furnish a continuous 
supply of fresh bait. 

Y OLOGY 
It i~ wel I known that rats and 
mice love to break in and 
steal. That is why they will 
sneak into the holes of the 
LURAT box and feed there in 
the sheltered area and never 
bother your grains and cereal 
which may be in the same 
room. 

EMPTY BAIT INTO CARTON 
when you are ready to begin 
your campaign against the 
rats and mice. This is the 
simplist and easiest of all 
methods of rodent warfare. 
The LURAY carton not only 
feeds the ·rodents most ef­
ficiently but also guards 
children and pets from ac­
cidental contact with the bait. 

PLACE WHERE RATS RUN 
That's all you have to do. 
No going back daily to put 
out fresl.i bait, no picking up 
what is left. The unique box 
and the high quality feed 
lure them in. The rodents 
think they are eating on the 
choicest tidbits of rat diet -
and they are but they are 
also eating themselves to 
death. 
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* Figuring Your Prospects for '58 
Here is a forecast of how major groups of Americans are 

likely to fare in the year ahead-businessmen, workers, students, 
professional people, investors, housewives, the retired. Most, 
it appears, will do well. See page 36. * What About the Chances for Peace? 

There is one U.S. official, a Soviet diplomat say , who stands 
in Russia's way more than anyone else. Page 50. Views on peace 
by Ike, Dulles, Khrushchev, Pope Pius, page 83. * How the World looks to a Troubled Ally 

France's Premier Gaillard gives candid answers, in an exclu­
sive interview, to big questions facing his country. Page 60. * Congress: Things to Expect in an Election Year 

You get a preview of what Congress is likely to do when it 
reconvenes January 7, with some big issues to face. Page 46. * Facts You Need to Know About Missiles 

In '58, you'll be hea1·ing more and more about America's own 
long-range missiles. The essential facts about the seven big ones 
that will be most in the news, page 58. 

* Will a Business Dip Help the Farm Dilemma? 
Despite 30 years of planning, merica' s farm problem seems 

to go on through good times and bad. What's next? Page 67. * Cover Articles: "Year of Opportunity" -page 38. Outlook 
for '58-pages 25 31, 35, 52 and 71. 

(For detailed table of contents, see page 4.) 
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Aprll t, 19!il 

D•St·l.qe:. 

Senato• 1.imeoa la aow awa7 t.- a few 4a7,& 
:2.".elt du:~ ~ Ea1tcr roe•••• 1"4' to. Wi 
i'ea•c·a ·that .. l .am 14~:t•dahia tou.r :tau..~ 
<Jt Mar.ch Sls.t-at&d u .c.loeue ..,ltll tl+tthtr .t•• 
!ttttM:t to. r4deAt co~t !ti Ca=oz~ Couaw. 

ll vr t rrr* 

'11• >Jaye be:Jl.....i to p~•••nl a. snatt.e 
·to ·:the ·vtall'. · .· · . W'lta LU• Se#tloe. le••»• tam 
'f;&tdaa tu· t1'•1ftr ot •Ubm~ y:oia· P'••eat 
1et&at :.ae •••Saa tot coil.•lclerallbt. froa th• 
·ataadp01ot J01l bav• outtlned~ 

Al •ooa •• ·•• ba•• •o•• furt!Mt• ·WOi'Bt&tloa 
w• _.wUl;11Je·ta·i&ov.eh ·wtdl :yo• aaaia,. 

·Sloe•••'r 

Hoaon~l• Oacu c. D&Dcy 
CoutJ·l*'a• 
Btowanute. -Texaa ...... . 
~..-.. 
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April 8, 1958 

. Arthm- c. Perry 
5141 

Flah and Wlld LUe Service 
Departme~ of the Interior 
Waehf.agton 25, D. c. 
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March 31, 1958 

Dear Mr. Hararove: 

In the temporary abeence of Senator Johnson, I am 
acknowledgin1 your lette · o! March 24th with regard to 
the rat bt,it proaram i ameron Count • · 

•' 11> 

In order that your views may be fully coneidered, I am 
taldn& the liberty of submitting them to the U. S. Flab and 
Wildlife Service. I am aakin1 that we _be furnished ~. report 
on the matter aa outlined by you. Just as soon aa we have 
tide, we will be in touch wltli you again. 

With beat wishee, l am 

Sincerely, 

Arthur C. Perry 
Administrative Aaalatant to 
Lyndon B • .Tohn•on, USS 
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Mal!'ch 31, 1958 

i'ieh and Wildlife Service 
Department of the Interior 
Waahlngton 25, D. C.. 

5141 
Arthur C. P•rry 
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AGRICULTURE 

?L,T _ 
December 6, --[~UI~ 
olie Horwit& 

\; lter 

crew orm Eradication 

Th• attached letter from. Dolph Briacoe, Jr. 
i• aelt-explanatory. 

- etl&tor John100 •pent •• mu.ch time diec~ain.g 
with. Preeid nt Lopez •Mateo• the acrew worm eradication 
ae h• ciid any o h r •ubject. It i• a very e-erloua matte~ • 
. he 9 nator i v ry l erea eel in having you and rthur 
• t u:p a m tin with th D· f>&rtment of Agricultuite in an 

ffOrt to bl'iag about · n radt<C tion pro,gran1 in Texaa of 
the type we under•tal\4 i• now b tna •'1cceaafully ca-rri d 
out in Florida and in the outhea•tern ttate•. 

l cannot 1tre•• enough the ·•ertouane•• o-f the 
•crew worm situation. Pi-esid nt Lope•-Mateoa wu io.tereated 
and aympa.thet.ic. !"'! nator Johnaon bell vea tha he will be 
f"tly cooperativ in of&r .Mexico S. concerned. • are 
_nx1oua to make a pre • re leaae on, the aubject at the earlie•t 
po• i le tim eo lf you will a _t Ol\ it ri1ht away and 9ive u.1 

f ult nd compl t information •• to what miaht be done, we 
will app:reclate it. 

WJ:ma 

https://aympa.thet.ic
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relative to screw wonn infestations in the southest 
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November l2, 1958 · 

Dear Friend: 

The attached letter is e.."l interim relX)rt 
I 

eent to you with rep.rd to your recent request. 

Further 1ntormat1on Will be torwarded to 10u 

u soon as it is available. 

You me:y be wre ot the desire ot Senator 

Johnson to be helptul wenever possible. 

Mr. Harrison Davis 
Dorchester, Texas 

ACP:vvs 

Sincerely, 

Arthur c. Perry 
Administrative Asaiatant 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Hon • . LJndon B. Johnson 
United States Senate 

Dear Senator Johnson• 

Oo tobe r 30 , 195e 

this bas ref erenoe to your letter ot August 22 and our reply of 
September 9 concerning the scrapie eradice.tion program. 

A Scrapie Stud.7 GrCNp has been selected b7 the Animal Disease 
Eradieation Division of the Agricultural Research Service to make 
a CO$prehens1Ye study ot the various .aspects at the dis•aee. The 
group will meet .to review all avaU.able information andwUl travel 
to various locations to consult with members of the 1ndu.atrr1 re• 
search workers, and regulatol"T otticiaJ.1. At the completion of the 
assignment, the group will nbait a report of its findings ancl 
recommendations to the Animal Disease Eradication Division. 

We are enoloaing copies of memorandlll118 dated October 14 encl 
October 22 to aecretariee ot sheep and goat breed uaociationa 
and soclet1es intorming them of the meabers of the Scrapie Studl' 
Group, detail• concerning the meetinga1 and. inviting them to send 
representatives. 

We will advise 10u tu:rther a.tter the etudJ has been completed. 

Sincerel.J )"Olll'l1 

E. L. et erson 
Act i.13 Secretary 
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CASE & PRO E 

September 10, .fg58 

Dear Friend: 

In the absence ot Senator Johnson, who is avay 

due to the adJournment ot Congress, I em sending 

you the attached interim report vith regard to 

your recent request. As soon as turther 1ntorme.t1on 

is available, it vill be forwarded to you. 

Let me assure )'OU ot the Senator's continuing 

desire to be of assistance. 

Mr. Harrison Davis 
Dorchester, Texas 
ACP:vvs 

Sincerely, 

Arthur c. Perry 
Administrative Assistant to 
Lyndon B. Johnson 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Bon. Lyndon B. Johnaon 
United State• Senate 

Dear Senator Jobnlon: 

September 9 • 1958 

Thie w1ll acknoY.Ledge ,our letter ot August 22 to vhieh you attaehed .. ·· · 
a copy ot a letter ~m Mr. Barri.son Dav1a1 J)orcheste; Te:xaa1 and ·-... 
mater1al.1 from the National Suttollt Sheep Alao.ciation ex;presairig ; ~1r. 
view and reco:mmendatiOna on the •crapie . era41eat1on program. · · · 

~. United States Department of Agriculture ia ; cooperating with the 
varioua states 1n a :erogram to eradicate acra.pte, a relatively new 
and obscun disease ot •beep. The program, m.utu&lly agreed to by 
the Federal Government an.cl the 1nd1v1clual atatea, is adm1n1etered 
under the lava and regu.lat1ons ot the ate.tea. 

Mr. Pearson L. Linn, President of the National SUttolk Sheep •••o­
ciat1on, baa already been in contact with the Antaal Dieeaae 
Eradication ])1 vision of our Agricultural. Bleearch 8el"Vice 1 which 
preaentiy baa h1a Association' a program propoaal.1 under· review. 
Aa soon as some deciaion 1• reached, ve w1ll ad.vise you. 

Mr. Davis' correspondence 1a retUl'necl herewith. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

True D., Morse 
Under Sec.retary 
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OFFICERS 

N ationaR Suffolk Sheep Association 
DIRECTORS 

Pr.esident 
PEARSON L. LINN 
Bucyrus, Ohio P. 0. Box 324 

W. H. AZELTINE, Latimer, Iowa 

HARRISON DAVIS, Dorchester, Texas 

ROBERT HALL, JR., Georgetown, Kentucky 

WILLIAM A. HURST, Greencastle, Indiana 

MORGAN B. SCHILLER, Easton, Maryland 

ERVIN E. VASSAR, Dixon, California 

Vice-President 
SHERWOOD JACKSON 
Seneca, Illinois 

Secretary-Treasurer 
RUTH DAY 
P. O. Box 324 
Columbia, Missouri 

Columbia, Missouri 

TELEPHONE Gibson 2-4103 

PROPOSED PROGRAM 

C. A. WILLIAMS, Middleville, Michigan 

The disease called scrapie is relatively infinitely small in its 

comparative dangers. At this point the eradication program has resulted 

in the slaughter of approximately 35, 500 to 53, 500 sheep as a result of 

approximately 126 infected animals. The percentage of known incidence 

is thus established at approximately . 0035 to . 0024. The present eradi-

cation program seemingly can not be scientifically sustained and unless, 

and until, research shows that an eradication program has such a sustaining 

scientific basis, certain features of the pre sent eradication program should 

be considerably curtailed or modified, except where it pertains to affected 

animals and their immediate progeny. Control and e radica ti on measures 

should be extended beyond these procedures only on the basis of firm and 

definite re search information. 

In flocks where scrapie appears, infected animals and all of their 

immediate progeny under 42 months of age (in any flock) should be destroyed 

and full compensation for loss should be paid by State and Federal Govern-

ments on a 50-50 basis. State-Federal agreements should be executed as 

is done in other programs. 

In certain definite circumstances, when it is considered by the State 

to be in the public interest, the entire infected flock may be destroyed 

and losses compensated for on the same basis. Such flock destruction 

should be on a basis of mutual agreement between all parties, namely, 

the Federal Government, the State, and the owner; or the flock should be 

safely isolated and retained for study. 

July 28, 1958 
Pearson L. Lmn 
President 
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OFFICERS 

President 
PEARSON L. LINN 
Bucyrus, Ohio 

Vice-President 
SHERWOOD JACKSON 
Seneca, Illinois 

Secretary-Treasurer 
RUTH DAY 
P. O. Box 324 
Columbia, Missouri 

N ationail Suffollk Sheep Association 
P. 0. Box 324 

Columbia, Missouri 

TELEPHONE Gibson 2-4103 

SCRAPIE RESEARCH PROPOSAL 

DIRECTORS 

W. H. AZEL Tl.NE, Latimer, Iowa 

HARRISON DAVIS, Dorchester, Texas 

ROBERT HALL, JR., Georgetown, Kentucky 

WILLIAM A. HURSl, Greencastle, Indiana 

MORGAN B. SCHILLER, E~ston, Maryland 

ERVIN E. VASSAR, Dixon, California 

C. A. WILLIAMS, Middleville, Michigan 

The Secretary and President of the National Suffolk 

Sheep Association are instructed by their Board of Directors 

to use their best efforts to encourage the Agricultural Research 

Service in as many areas as possible in the scrapie research 

undertaken by the U.S. D. A., so that we can hope for the 

answers to many of the perplexing problems in scrapie. 

The Secretary and President are directed to encourage 

any research avenues that may open up, either public or 

private. 

July 28, 1958 

Pearson L. Linn 
President 
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OFFICERS 

P.r~sident 
PEARSON L. LINN 
Bucyrus, Ohio 

Vice-President 
SHERWOOD JACKSON 
Seneca, Illinois 

Secretary-Treasurer 
RUTH DAY 
P. O. Box 324 
Columbia, Missouri 

National Suffolk Sheep Association 
P. 0. Box 324 

Columbia, Missouri 

TELEPHONE Gibson 2-4103 

DIRECTORS 

W. H. AZELTINE, Latimer, Iowa 

HARRISON DAVIS, Dorchester, Tex111 

ROBERT HALL, JR., Georgetown, Kentucky 

WILLIAM A. HURST, Greencastle, Indiana 

MORGAN B. SCHILLER, Easton, Maryland 

ERVIN E. VASSAR, Dixon, California 

C. A. WILLIAMS, Middleville, Michigan 

POLICY REGARDING THE PRESENT SCRAPIE PROGRAM 

The Board of Directors has instructed the Secretary not 

I 

to supply any information to the Animal Disease Eradication 

Service on any scrapie flocks until authorized by the Board 

of Directors. 

July 28, 1958 

Pearson L. Linn 
President 
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Senator Lyndon B· Johnson 
Senate Office Building 
capitol Station 
Washington 25, D. c. 
Dear Senator: 

August 14, 1958 

I am enclosing herewith a statement by the 
President of the National ·Suffolk Sheep Association, 
which I think well explains the problem now faced by 
sheep raisers in this area. It is apparent that the 
cure is worth than the disease in this matter when 
you destroy 35,000 to 50,000 sheep as a result of 126 
infected animals. It also appears that the Department 
of Agriculture does not have an answer to this disease 
at the present time. 

Speaking as a Director of the above organi­
zation and as a lifetime sheep raiser, I want to state 
very frankly that it will be impossible for me or any 
other sheep raiser to live with the program now espoused 
by the Department. 

I would certainly appreciate your making in­
quiry of the Department for this apparent abuse of their 
authority under previQus nestructio~ Acts for the purpose 
of avoiding disease. :Any assistance that you may be able 
to give us will be more than appreciated by all the sheep 
raisers in Texas and other parts of the United States. 

Yours very truly, 

~~~ 
, Harrison navis 

Dorchester, Texas 

HD/cg 
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August 18, 1958 · 

Dear Friend: 

Thank you .very much for __ ...,_,~letter of Auauat 14 
and enclosure about th - 1eaae called acrapie. 

In an effort 'to . be helpful in line ·with your request, 
I am contacting the Depart e"nt of Agriculture to see 

' l 

what may be done. Juat as 1oon aa I have some report 
on the situation it will be furnished to you. 

With beat wiehea, I am 

Mr. Harrison Davie 
Dorchester, Texas 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
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August ZZ, 1958 

Mr. Arthur C. Perry 
5141 

Department of Agriculture 

Washington ZS, D. C. 
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