
MR. VALENTI'S NOTES 
Meeting in the President's Office 
March 18, 1965 4.!pm 

The President 
Bill Moyers 
Governor Ellington 
AG Katzenbach 

Ramsey Clark 
Marshall 
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Iforces in positions 

From Ft. Braggs 	 503rd MP Battalion - 500 men 

inplace a t Maxwell Fiel d (Montgomery) 


From Ft . Hoods 	 720th MP Battalion - 509 men 

in place a t Craig Fteld (Selma) 


On alerts 	 Re-inforced battalion at Ft. Benning - 1,000 men 

one company of 200 men can be moved to position 
in 6hours. Rest on 12-hour alert, which will 
reduced as s ituation develops. Will move 
by heliocopters. 

National Guards 25 units of Alabama National Guard - 1,837 men 

Now assembling a t respective National Guard 
armories. Gathering field wquipment and 
transportation. Reaqy to move out at lsOO pm 
today. Expect to be pos itioned by 5s00 pm. 

Total military forces under command of Brig. Gen. Henry 

Graham, assistant division commander of 31st Infantry

Division. He was Guardsman commander of the forces 

federalized a t Tuscal oosa . 


Assistant to Grahams Regu&ar Army man, Brig . Gen J. M. Wright.... 

Medical forces : 

At Craig: 	 75-bed hospital, five doctor s , 5 ambulances. 
Four H-43 a ircraft-heliocopters - can 
haul 5 ambulatory patients or 2 litters 
with corpsmen. 

At Maxwell: 250-bed hospital, 50 doctors, 5 ambulances 
and f our H-43 ~ircraft. 



Also , 

MR PRESIDENT 

For your information: 

Walker Stone called me to say that he has heard 

you make l ots of speeches , but last night was , by a l l ods s , 

the best . "He put his guts in to this one" sai d Stone . 

jv 
J/16/ 65 

you told Mac Bundy that you would 

let Mike Forrestal come by sometime Thursday 

to say "goodbye. " Okay? 



Mr . President, 

Tom Wicker wants to do a story on Wallace ' s 
meeting with you Satur day and wants from me 
some background mate r ial. 

I am dubious about any useful purpose this 
would serve , because I don't believe we shoul d 
tread on Wallace's confidence. But, before turning 
him down, I woul d like to k now if you want me to 
cooperate with Wicker . , / . '-rO 

yes V no ~ f~..,,.,..- p.... ,..,,,.. 
-- -- ""(µth ~{'II~ 

Bill Moyers/mjdr ~~ )"\~ ·-"" i>'>' .;( 

Mar 15, 1965 - 12:30 p. m . ......~ 1 J:.. ~~~·o, .. 
"';;'I ,.. ~(") 
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11;30 am 

12: 15 pm 

1:00 pm 

5:30 pm 

TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 1965 

OFF RECORD: Senator Harry Byrd 

OFF RECORD: Delegation representing California cotton 
growers; 

John A. R eynolds Russell Giffen 
Harry Baker Louis Robinson 
Russell Kennedy 
Accompanied by Senator Thomas Kuchel of California, and 
California Congressmen: 
Harlan Hagen B. F. Sisk 

John Tunney 

LUNCH with Secretary Rusk, Secretary McNamara, and 
McGeorge Bundy 

OFF RECORD: Coffee for House leadership and Deputy 
Whips of the House 
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THE PRESIDENT 1S SCHEDULE 

Monday, March 15, 1965 

11:00 {Jimilu Mason. Will work on bust of the President) 
(O FF THE RECOR D) 

12 :00 Jo int Chiefs of Staff. 

General Earle G. Wheeler , U. S . Army, Chairman 
A dmiral David L . McDonald, U . S . Navy 
General Harold K. Johnson, U. S . Army 
General John P . McConnell, U . S. Air Force 
General Wallace M . Greene, Jr., U . S . Marine Corps 

1:00 {William D river , VA Administrator, meeting in 
the Fish Room with American Legion National 
Commander Donald Johnson. ) 

(OFF THE RECOR D) 

(The President may want to drop in on the meeting .) 

1:30 (Luneheon with Walter Lippm an) 
(OFF THE RECO R D} 

5 :30 (Edward Adams ; D r . I. J . Carmin Karpman, and 
Kennett L. Rawson. } 

{OFF THE REGO RD) 

(They will present the first copy of WH0 1S WHO IN 
WORLD JEWRY to the President. Karpman is editor 
of the book, and Rawson is President of David McKay 
Company, Inc . ) 

6:00 (Jack Horner and Bob Hoke, both of the Washington Star) 
{OFF THE RECOR D} 

{T hey will bring the original portrait of the President 

that was on the front page of the Star's Inaugural 
edition for the President 's autograph. ) 



11:00 am 

12:00 noon 

1:00 pm 

1:30 pm 

5:30 pm 

6:00 pm 

9:00 pm 

MONDAY, MARCH 15, 1965 

OFF RECORD: Jimilu Mason 

Secretary McNamara and the Joint Chiefs 
General Wheeler 
Admiral McDonald 
General McConnell 
General Johnson 
General Greene 

OFF RECORD: William Driver, Administrator 
of VA, is meeting with American Legion National 
Commander Johnson 
(might drop in on the meeting) 

OFF RECORD: Lunch with Walter Lippmann 

OFF RECORD: 

OFF RECORD: 

Eddie Adams 
Dr. I. J. Carmin Karpman 
Kennett L. Rawson 
Jim Novy 

Jack Horner and Bob Hoke 

Address to the Congress 



4­
U:OO am 

1Z:00·noon 
\ 

l:OO' pm 

. ( 

1:30 pm 

5:30 pm 

6:00 pm 

9:00 pm 

MONDAY, MARCH 15, l<J6S 

... t ~ ••• .._ ... ..... . 
Secretary MCN3mara <lDd the Joint Chiefs 

Geaeral ~heeler 
" Ai:lmiral McDonald 
General McCoanell.­ . 

General Johiaaon 

\

General Greene 


_, .. . ' 

OFF RECORD: 'William Ddv~r, Adminiatrator 
of VA; i• meetina with American :Legion ~National 

Co111manae~ Jo~naon 

(miaht dr~p in 011 the meetiaa)... 

OFF RECORD: L~och with alter Lippmann 

' 

OFF RECORD: oaie Adam• .. 
D~. I. J. Carmin KarP!1l&n 
Kennett L. Rawson .. 
Jim Novy 

OFF RECORD: Jack Horner anq Bob Hoke 

Addreae to the Cong1·eee 



Mal'ch 13. 1965 

To: Mra. John•on 

F ron1: 

The family of the Reverend Reeb plan• to attend a Memorial 
Service in Boston cm Tburaday. March 18, 12:15 p. m . at the 
Arlington Street Unitarian Chul'ch 355 Bolyato_n Street. 

T hey al•o m oat likely will attend a •erYice to be held iD Waeh­
inaton on Tue•d.ay, March 16, 2:00 p. m . at the All Soula 
UnitariaA Church at 16th and Harvard Street• N. w. 

Tom orrow, Su.nday, M arch lf, three aervicea wW be held iD 
Bo atou. none of which the .lam.Uy i• expec ted to attend. 

http:Tue�d.ay


I .CY 
MEMJRANDUM ~/ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS MI NC T ON 

March 13, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. MARVIN WATSON 

Frank McDermott, who is with Secret Service in Boston , called with 
regard to Memorial Services for Reverend Mr. Reeb. There are to be 
three separate Memorial Services held in Boston tomorrow, Sunday, 
March 14th. One is on the Boston Common; one is on the Lexington 
Green; the third is to be in a church where the Reverend Geral d Krick 
(who was in Selma at the time Mr. Reeb was attacked) is scheduled to 
speak. 

Mr . John Sullivan who has been contact man for the family told McDermott 
that it' is most unlikely that the family will participate in any of these three 
services . The family considers that the principal Memorial Service in 
Boston is the main Interfaith Memorial Service which will be held on 
Thursday, March 18th, at the Arlington Street Unitarian Church at 12:15 p . m . 
The church is located at 355 Boylston Street i n Boston . The family does 
plan to attend this service. 

Mr. McDermott also told me that it is very possible and most likely that 
the family will attend the Memorial Service to be held in Washington at 
2:00 p . m . on Tuesday, March 16th, at the All Souls Unitarian ChurchI at 16th and Harvard Street N. W. 

~ I~~ 
E , C, ;1~f,J 

cc: General Clifton 

Mr. Valenti 

JP J~., ~~ 
-'(') f' 1e ~ fl9'7. 

\"~" 
-t-rl-111J 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHI NGTON 

March 13, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

Mrs. Juanita Roberts 

Ten members of the Reeb family will be flying in the President 1 s 
Jetstar Friday from Boston to Wyoming. The President wants 
an abundance of souvenirs aboard and he wants Jim Cross to give 
them to the people. 

I will talk to Jim Cross. 

I would like aboard the following: 
(/r 

' I , io t 

Ten copies of "My Hope For America 11 (not the expensive kind) 


.....- Ball point p ens 


Small medallions 


L-- Ten copies of the Inaugural Message and State of the Union Message 
{blue and green folders) 

Two family portraits autographed to Mrs. R eeb and to the father, 
Mr. R eeb 

I will tell Jim Cross to pick these up from you on Wednesday so that he 
can be ready for Friday's flight. 

Jack Valenti 



For 	10 a. m. 

1. 	 Call on Reverend Walter Fauntroy to say anything he 
wishes. 

2 . Go through the sequence you did with the publishers: 

(1) Your role in 1957 
(2) Your role in 1960 
(3 ) 	The Civil Rights Act that went up in 1963 with 


voting rights; Congress took it out 

(4) 	Your decis ion on Decembe r 5 to ask for a 


strong voting rights bill in your State 

of the Union message. Not a civil rights 

leader had discussed it with you at that time 


(5) This week ' s activities -- ­
a. Constant touch with Katzenbach 
b. The 	Attorney General's advice and counsel 
c . Instructed them to go in as "friend of the court" 
d. Kept D efense Department on notice 
e . 	 Proud of way Martin Luther King decided not 

to march on to the highway because he knew he 
would be violating the injunction of the same judge 
before whom he would be appearing Thursday on 
the injunction against the Alabama authorities 

3 . Call 	on Katzenbach 

(Be 	sure to ask him Why he did not advise you to 
send in 	the troops; this was the important point, 
Louie Martin claims, with the publishers yesterday) 

4. Call on Humphrey 

5 . Ask any of the group present if they have anything to say or ask. 



lEMORA OUM 

T HE WHITE HO USE 

~\ ASHINCTO;-.. 

March 13, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

THE PRESIDENT 

It is my feeling that it is important, both in terms of present 
and future attitudes toward the Administration on the part of 
a large and influential group, fo r you to include in your press 
conference today some statement which expresses a deg ree of 
emot ional sympathy with those who are demanding vote s for 
the Negr o in Alabama . This, of course, would appear among 
statements expressing the complexities of the situation, the 
rights of the State of Alabama, etc . 

Here are two suggestions: 

1. The right to petition against grievances, with due r egard 
for the public safety, is an Ame rican right, as fundamental as 
any stone in our structure of liberty. It has been upheld dur ing 
two centuries of the life of this nation. It wi ll be upheld by this 
Administration. 

2 . The fine young man who gave his life in Alabama for the 
freedom of others is in the highest tradition of American heroism. 
As in the case of all fallen heroes , there is little we can do ex­
cept to express our admiration and our heartfelt sympathies to 
his family and to see to it that the family, in their g rief, at l east 
do not fac e a financial crisis . Toward the latte r end, Mrs. 
Johnson and I today are joining other citizens in sending our per­
sonal check. 

Eric F . Goldman 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE H OUSE 

WAS HI NCTON 

TO THE PRESIDENT 

from : ~ou~ ester 

of Mon~gomery , 
I just talked with Federal Appeals Judge Richard Rives , 
an old friend . He made the following points in response 
to my questions : 

l . ~allace should be given no opportunity to claim a private 
agreement . There is precedent when he once called on 
Judge Johnston in the dead of night (when Wallace was a local 
~lrttkk~ judge defying Johnston ' s order to produce 
votlng records . ) Wallace begged Johnston to give him a 
way out by allowing him to turn over the records to 
the grand jury instead of the federal authorities . 
Johnston agreed and even since Hallace has taunted him 
publi cly for not having courage to enforce his own 
oourt order . This midnight visit has never been reve~led . 

2 . IDrJU:kkkkkktr It is unlikely that J udge Johnston will 
be able to issue a blanket injunction on the March to 
Montgomery . He will have to specify reasonn.ble logistic 
regulations . Also likely to impose an affirmative 
duty on the Governor to protect the marchers . 

J . It would be useful for you to remind Wallace of the 
11...'lisunderatandlngs "that arose ''1hen Gov Faubus visited 
Eisenhower . You intend no such misunderstondings . 
Unless the Governor can maintain law and order kk~k 
you are quite determined to do so , first , if possible , 
by civil authority , second by callin6 on the Nationsl 
Guard , and , finally if there ls no way to A.Void it , 
b~ use of federal troops . You have no intention of 
ducking the responsibility that belon s to you qs 
President . The Governor should have no illusions 
about that . 



March lZ, 1965 

MEMO TO MRS. JOHNSON: 

Cremated remain• of Reverend Reeb 
were sent to hia parents in Casper, 
Wyoming. I have no information on 
any plans there. 

Two memorial services are planned: 

l) Washington, Tuesday, March 16, 
Z p. m., at All Soula Unitarian Church, 
16th and Harvard, N. W. , Dr. Lester 
C. Lewla officiating; 

Z) Bos ton, Thursday, March 18, 12:15 p. m., 
Arlington Street Church, 355 Boy)laton 
Street. (The Boston service ia 
tentllttive. 

/W.Marvin Watson 



OrTlONAl 'OIM HO. 10 
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'.JNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO THE PRESIDENT DATE: March 13, 1965 

FROM Lee C. White 

SUBJECT: Points to Consider in Connection With the Wallace Meeting 

1. Elimination of Demonstrations -- The right of petition, guaranteed by 
the Constitution assures American citizens of the right to make known their 
g r ievances and to assemble peaceably. In fact, th e type of demonstration 
which Dr. King has used is nonviolent, a.s distinguished from the riots that 
occurred in Harl em, Rochester, Paterson, N. J . , Chester, Pa. , etc. We 
had a march on Washington in August 1963 with a quarter of a million people 
and not a single untoward incident. The right is not unrestricted or unquali­
fied and any reasonable restrictions to protect the safety and welfare of the 
general public would probabl y not viol ate the Constitution and would be under­
stood and aec accepted by the American people. 

2. Law and Order -- The Governor ' s interest in law and order is shared 
here. The President has made this clear on countless occasions, the most 
recent being his statement on the Selma situation last Tuesday. He sent a 
whol e m e ssage to Congress on the subj ect of law enforcement only last 
Monday. But law enforcement involves behaviour that is acceptable generally 
and the use of appropriate and acceptable force to maintain the peace. There 
would be no current crisis if the Alabama troopers had merely ~ 
barred the path of those who sought to march. The horses, the whips, the 
clubs, and the tear gas was what shocked and aroused the American public. 
It was the television films of these tactics which circulated around the world 
to our nation1s great detriment. 

3. Federalizing the National Guard -- This will present some difficulties 
if he formally requests you to federalize the Guard and take over law en­
forcement responsibilities in the State. Although there are good reasons 
for not doing that: once having started it will be very difficult to with­
draw; anything that goes wrong is the Federal Government1s responsibility. 
Neverthel ess, the public posture w ould be\ te,rribly awkward if Wallace con­
cedes that he is incapable of controlling the s i tuation and requests th~ 

-/" Federal Government to do it. I am now trying to find out what past precedents 
there are and will get the information as quickly as possible. 

4. What can Wallace Do to Help -- His request for a meeting and his 
visit here has highlighted his personal responsibility, which I believe is 



. .
\ . ­

- 2 ­

all to the good. Assuming he is sincere, he can issue a statement in­
dicating general support for our American system of universal suffrage 
and i9 provide assurances that the right of peaceful assembly will be per­
mitted in Alabama where there is State jurisdiction so long as there is 
concern for the safety and well~being of all of the citizens of Alabama,

•both white and Negro, and so 'long as law and order is maintained. I don1t 
know that he could ever apologize, but if he were able to express remorse 
over the death of Rev. Reeb and those who were injured on Sunday, that 
would go a long way toward draining some of the tension out of the situation. 
Another thing that Wallace could do is meet with the Negro leadership when 
he returns to Montgomery; even if there is no hope of his doing that (and 
frankly, I think it would be a good idea on his part), you may wish to · 

recommend it to him anyway so that subsequently you can always claim 
that you urged that course of action upon him. 

5. Presidential Attitude - - Despite the intense and increasing pressure on 
the Federal Government to do something, the President has refused to 
panic and send troops to Alabama and to invade it. It i~ a step that will 
be taken if necessary, bit it is perfectly obvious that i~ne that the President 
would make only 11as a last resort", but he must have assistance and coopera­
tion from Alabama if we are to avert almost a civilian invasion. If the 
mood of the country is accurately guaged, the potential danger is immense. 

6. What Happens when Wallace Leaves the White House -- Undoubtedly he 
will meet the press as he leaves and will make a statement. You may wish 
to discuss with him any statement he might make in which he could indicate 
that it had been approved by you. If, however, the meeting has gone badly 
and it is clear that he is about to go out and launch an attack on you or say 
anything else irresponsible, it may be well to be prepared with your state ­

--'""?ment for release by George Reedy almost immediately after Wallace 1s 
departure. 



T HE WHITE H OUSE 

W A S H I NGTON 

M r . P reside n t: 

Somehow I think you should say 
somethin g along these lines 
today. 

GER 
March 13 
12:07 p. m. 

\ 

[1 of 2]
­



I told Governor Wallace that there are many issues involved 

in the current dispute but the one over-riding issue is that this is 

a government of law and order and the laws must be enforced 

equally where all of our people are concerned. 

As Governor of Alabama he has r esponsibilities to the people 

of his state and I do not and did not presume to lecture him on his 

responsibilities. But as President of the United States I have 

my responsibilities and I am going to meet all of them fully and 

completely within the limits of whatever wisdom I have and what­

ever strength I have. 

This is a nation where people are entitled to proceed about 

their business without fear of intimidation and physical violence. 

This is a nation where people are entitled to assemble and make known 

their grievances without intimidation and without coercion. This is 

a nation of free men and free men do not have to live in fear. 

As for myself, I am going to enforce all of the laws equally. 

If the present laws are inadeuqate to guarantee free men the protection 

they should have, I am going to ask for more laws. But whatever 

may be the situation we are not going to permit the bull whip and the 

cattle prod to displace the evenly balanced scales as the symbol of justice . 

[2 of 2]
­
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:i, ~ ~ MEMORAN DU M \c. 

T H E W HITE HO USE 

WASH I NG TON 

March 12, 1965 

F OR THE PRESIDENT 

From what I gathered, the impression you made on the churchmen was 
good. They know you are working to bring peace and justice to Alabama. 

For the future , I have three suggestions for your public statements on 
the Selma s ituation. 

I think a recitation of past actions and statements is not going to get across 
to the public at large . The public knows you are for the enforcement of 
c ivil rights . The Deep South knows it; that is why it went for Gol dwater . 

What the public felt on Monday, in my opinion, was the deepest sense of 
outrage it has ever fe l t on the civil rights question. I had dinner with Abe 
Fortas Monday night. That reasonable man was for sending troops at 
once. 

The public wants you to express your own, present, sense of outrage . I 
believe the problem of communication is not that the public doe s n 1t know 
what you have stood for in the past, or even what you stand for now. I 
believe people want you to say you are sick at heart over last Sunday and 
are working tir elessly to find the means to protect Negro rights in Alabama. 

Second, I think you have to describe both the possibilities and limitations 
of Federal action. 

The Federal government does not have a national police force - -nor should 
it. It protects the rights of Americans through the courts. The power 
of the national government stands behind the courts . It will be used, as 
it has been used, to enforce the court1s decrees . 

Some sense of the power of the law - -of the Constitution and the civil rights 
acts - -is vital. The Selma Negroes and their supporters, according to Bill 
Baxter, who was there Tuesday, think Federal law is an ineffective 
abstraction. The Law, to them, is Jim Clark. You cannot change that 
feeling overnight. But you can assure the country that the power is there 
to back up the decrees of the courts . 



- 2 ­

Lastly, I think your statement should make it clear that you are not after 
vengeance on the perpetrators of the outrage in Selma. They are the 
victims of bitter fear, no less than those they beat and whipped last 
Sunday. Your vision of America--expressed in the poverty program, 
the Appalachia program, the education program--includes them, as 
well as the men and women they have wronged. In an educated America. 
in an America of opportunity and hope, they will have a part. Then they 
can cast aside the truncheon and the whip. 

Then the differences between men can be settled where they should be-­
in the courts. Then the competition for leadership can be settled where 
it should be --at the ballot box. 

This tragedy should be one more reminder, to those who require it, that 
the battle for human dignity is long and hard, even in the most prosperous 
and powerful nation on earth. We did not expect it to be otherwise, and 
we shall not rest until we have won it. 



®ffitt nf tqt Attnrney '6rntral 

llaa~tngtnn, m.ar. 


March 13, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRE3IDENT ... 
Re : Governor Wallace Meeting 

Governor Wallace will ask you to call a moratorium on all demonstrations 
and take national leader ship in restoring "law and order" . He will use the sit­
ins and demonstrations here in Washington as examples of the problem and point 
out that the police her e are doing the same thing that the police in Alabama 
are doing and thus seek to put you in the same boat as him. He will state 
that if you do not call upon Negroes to call off the demonstrations and to 
get rid of "outside agitators" in Alabama. and the District of Columbia 
then utter chaos will result . He is determinedto have law and order with. 
all the forces at bis disposal and will do his best to preserve that but 
if demonstration~ continue there will be bloodshed which will be on your hands . 
I doubt that he will ask for federal assistance despite his conversation with 
Governor Ellington . 

I think you should respond to these arguments by taking the offensive . 
You should state that you do not like dem~nstrations and do not enjoy sit-
ins in the White House . But they are not demonstrating about the conditions 
here in Washington but the conditions in the State of Alabama . The underlying 
problem is that Negroes have been denied their fundamental rights as citizens 
in the State of Alabama.. You should ask the Governor to join with you publicly 
in a commitment to eliminate the barriers to voting in Alabama and to commit 
himself to the desegregation of schools and public parks . He should announce 
that he is taking steps to employ Negroes in state governmental posit~ons, 
incl uding the highway pat rol, and should join you in a commitment that the 
pover ty program will be on a total desegregated basis throughout t he State . ~ } 

In addition, you should t ell him that whatever the difficulty _?L-~ Co-i C '' 
demonstrators and demonstrations that there was no excuse~Colonel Lingo 
and state troopers and Sheriff Clark and his deputies ~ whether or not King 
had the right to march . You should ask him for a public commitment that he 
will investigate the conduct of the troopers and discipline those who mis ­
behaved. In view of his conduct not only in Selma but also in Marion, Birming­
ham and elsewhere, Colonel Lingo should be dismi.ssed. 

The dismissal of Colonel Lingo would be helpful in terms of controlling 
the demonstrations and would be particularly helpful if the Governor would 
assert his authority now as he did a year ago to dispbte@- local sheriffs and 
their deputies in Selma and elsewhere where the need may arise . The troopers 
should be put under the command of a professional police official, such as , 
Lingo's predecessor . It would be very helpful if the Governor would call a 

(://.,) """~) 

TRANSFERRED TO HANDWRITING 
AND PRESERVATION FILE 
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biracial conference in Montgomery to discuss the problems of demonstrations . 

Throughout you should remember the Governor is attempting to use this 
as a political flatform f or himself . His demands upon you will be politically 
(as well as moral ly) unrealistic and you should have no hesitation if/I making 
equally unrealistic demands )of him. 



•• 
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THE VIC E 

WASH

P RE SIDEN T 

INGTON 

March 12, 1965 

MEMORANDUM 

FOR 
FROM 

The President 
The Vice President 

As you suggested, I met this afte rnoon with the Council on 
Equal Opportunity to discuss the current situation in Selma and 
obtain the views of the Council membe rs as to what further steps, 
if any, the federal government should undertake. At the opening 
of the meeting, I explained in some detail the actions which the 
federal government has already taken with respect to the Selma 
situation and discussed candidly the alternatives which seemed 
immediately available and the reasons why they were not used. 

At that juncture I threw the meeting open and received suggestions 
and comments from almost everyone present. It was recognized 
that you and other officials have on numerous occasions spoken 
forcefully of the federal government's strong commitment to 
civil rights and the need for voting legislation at this time; 
nevertheless, it was felt that in the highly emotional, tense, 
present circumstances reiteration was necessary. A number of 
people expressed their concern that confidence of the civil rights 
movement in the federal government is threatened and stressed 
the need for making known in a positive and affirmative manner 
the concern of the federal government. 

There was a strong general feeling that there would be great 
utility in your carrying to the public, via national television, a 
positive and affirmative statement of th'-e federal government's 
pos ition in the Selma situation. Such a statement could include 
the following items: 



.> • , • 

The President Page Two. 

(1) The federal government recognizes the serious barriers to full 
registration and voting participation by Negro citizens in certain 
areas of the South; therefore, you are sending to the Congress a 
special message and legislation to remove these barriers. 

(2) There exists a constitutional right for Americans to petition 
their government for redress of grievances and the federal govern­
ment has vigorously pressed that right in the District Court proceeding 
- - the proper place for definition of the rights of the Selma demon­
strators. The Attorney General has urged the court to issue an order 
allowing tre march from Selma to Montgomery. If it is issued, the 
federal government will see that the order is enforced. 

(3) There must be preservation of law and order in all situations . 
The federal government stands ready to do whatever may be necessary 
to assure that this is so. 

(4) In response to the feeling shared by many Americans of "What can 
I do?", you can request that they petition Members of Congress for 
prompt passage of an effective and meaningful voting bill. 

There was a strong feeling within the group that your message should 
be keyed to action by the federal government - - the strongest and most 
imminent action being submission of the Administration's voting bill 
to the Congress. It was also felt strongly by the group that the legis ­
lation should be submitted as soon as possible. There is believed to 
be some lack of public understanding as to the reasons why it has not 
already been submitted. 

It should be emphasized that the group was not urging a television 
appearance by you prior to the time you could announce specific and 
imminent submission of the legislation. It was generally believed 
that such an appearance over the weekend announcing that the 
legislation would be sent to the Hill on Monday morning would be 
particularly beneficial. In fact, it was thought sufficiently important 
to make the announcement over the weekend even if it meant that the 
legislation submitted on Monday was not in final form . 
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For your information, I will also relay several other suggestions 
on which there was~ general consensus: 

(1) That you contact Governo r Wallace and invite him to Washington, 
along with other appropriate Alabama officials, to discuss resolution 
of the Selma difficulties; while Governor Wallace probably would not 
accept your invitation, this, it was suggested, would make it clear 
that you had exhausted all possible avenues. 

(2) That, either in conjunction with, or apart from, the foregoing, 
the broadest possible contacts be made with Alabama business and 
industrial leaders to urge them to bring all possible pressure against 
the Governor. It was suggested that Cabinet officers might be 
utilized to make some of thes e calls personally, using contacts among 
their clientele groups . 

(3) That a high federal official, such as the Vice President or the 

Attorne y General, go to Selma as a symbolic federal presence; as 

discussion progressed, however, this idea seemed to lose favor. 


With but minor dissent, the group indicated a strong b elief that 
federal troops should not be used under present circumstances. It 
should b e emphasized, however, that this view was based on present 
circwnstances and was subject to change with any significant change 
in the situation. The feeling was expressed that the F . B . I. does 
not represent a meaningful presence in Selma for Negro citizens and 
that, as a "presence" marshals would be better. The difficulties 
inherent in using marshals were r ecognized as probably precluding 
this course, however . 

Finally, you should know that it was the overwhelming sentiment 
of the group that the decision as to use of force was one that could be 
made only by you and that the Council recognized the difficulty of 
this decision and was ready to support you wholly. 

Because I knew you wished to have the advice of the Council members, 
I urged that they express themselves candidly and frankly. I have 
tried to r eflect their expressions as accurately as possible. 



UPI-95 
ADD 1 ALABAMA , WASHINGTON 

ATTY. GEN . KATZENBACH, VICE PRES IDENT HUMPHREY AND MEMBERS OF THE 
WHITE HOUSE STAFF SAT IN ON THE MEET I NG. 

FAUNTROY SAID THE GROUP REPEATED THEI R REQUESTS THAT THOSE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR LAST SUNDAY ' S VIOLENCE BE ARRESTED, AND THAT 
JOHNSON SEND U. S. MARSHALLS TO SELMA TO ARREST ANYBODY I NVOLVED I N 
BRUTALIT Y AGA I NST "THOSE ATTEMPTING TO EXERCISE THEIR RIGHT TO 
PETITION . " 

IF THESE STEPS PROVE INSUFFICIENT , HE SA ID, JOHNSON SHOULD DI SPATCrt 
FEDERAL TROOPS TO ALABAMA CITY . 

FAUNTROY SA ID JOHNSON TOOK THE IR REQUESTS UNDER ADVI SEMENT AND 
EXPLAINED THAT HE WOULD CONSULT AT LENGTH WITH HUMPHREY , KATZENBACH 
AND OTHER ADV ISERS . 

"ONCE, AFTER RECE I VI NG THEIR ADV I CE , HE WILL MAKE A DECISI ON ON 
HOW THE SITUATION IN SELMA WILLBE HANDLED AND HE STRESSED THAT THIS 
DECISI ON WILL BE HIS SOLE RESPONS I BIL ITY, " FAUNTROY REPORTED . 

MEMBERS OF THE GROUP GOT THE I MPRESS I ON THAT THE PRES IDENT ' S 
SPEC I AL MESSAGE ON VOTING RIGHTS LEG ISLATI ON WOULD GO TO CONGRESS 
EARLY NEXT WEEK , PROBABLY MONDAY . 

3/ 12--TD 112PES 
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ADD 5 ALABAM , WASHI NGTON 

A GRO UP OF CIV IL RI GHTS LEADERS EMERGED FROM A TWO- HOUR CONFERENCE 

WITH PRES IDENT JOHNSON TODAY CON VI NCED THAT HE WILL MAKE A BASI C 

DEC I SION SHORTLY ON THE SELMA, ALA. , RACIAL STRI FE. 



UPI -98 
ADD 8 ALABAMA , WASHINGTON 

THEY LEFT THE WH ITE HOUSE WI TH NO FI RM IDEA WHEN JOHNSON WI LL MAKE 
HI S "DEC ISION" ON SELMA OTHER THAN THEY ANT I CI PATED SO METHING FROM 
THE WHI TE HO USE I N THE RELATIVELY NEAR FUTURE. 

WOODS, THE LOCAL CORE OFF I CIAL, SA ID PLANS WOULD GO AHEAD FOR A MASS 
CI VIL RI GHTS DEMONSTRAT I ON SUNDAY AFTERNOON I N LAFAYETTE SQUARE JUST 
ACROSS PENNSYLVANIA VE. FROM THE WHITE HOUSE . 

WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY REEDY HELD UP HIS USUAL MIDDAY NEWS 
BR I EF I NG UNTIL THE CI VIL RI GHTS CO NFERENCES WERE OVER , LARGELY TO 
PERM IT A CONCENTRAT ION OF REPO RTERS AT THE WHITE HOUSE TO I NTERVI EW 
THE CONFEREES. 

THE DIVIL RI GHTS DELE GAT I ON LLAN NED TO RETURN TO ST . JOHN ' S 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH ACROSS LAFAYETTE SQUARE FRO M THE WH I TE HOUSE TO RESUME 
THEIR DELI BERATIONS ON ACTION I N THE I MMEDIATE FUTURE, PARTICULARLY 
PLANS FOR THE SUNDAY RALLY. 

ASKED WHAT CIVIL RIGHTS LEADERS WOULD DO IF JOHNSON' S DECISI ON 
ON SELMA I S NOT SAT ISFACTORY FROM THE I R VI EWPOINT, FAUNT ROY SAID 
THEY WOULD HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO CONTI NUE THEI R PET I TI ONI NG FOR THEIR 
CONSTITUTIONAL RI GHTS ON THE THEORY THAT "THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS NOT 
SUFFICIENTLY PROTECTI NG THE RI GHTS OF ITS CITI ZENS I N ALABAMA . " 

OTHER CI VIL RIGHTS LEADERS DESCRI BED THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE MEETI NG 
IN THE WHITE HOUSE CABI NET ROO M AS FRI ENDLY AND CORD IAL. 

THE CI VIL RI GHTS PARTIC I PANTS SEEMED PLEASED WITH THEIR RECEPTI ON 
AT THE WHI TE HOUSE. THEY GAVE NO I NDI CATION THAT THERE WAS ANY 
DETAILED DISCUSSION OF THE DEMONSTRATIONS TAKI NG PLACE I N 
WASH I NGTON , POI NTI NG OUT THAT THE FOCUS WAS ON SELMA . 

ASKED I F THEIR I MPRESS ION YAS THAT JOHNSON WAS "UNLI KEL Y" TO SEND 
MARS HALS I NTO ALABAMA , FAUNTROY SAI D HE HAD NO COMMENT ON THIS 
POI NT; THAT THE POLICY OF HIS GROUP WOULD BE TO AWAIT AN ANNO UN CEMENT 
BY THE PRESIDENT. 

3/ 12--TD/ GE 124P 
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THE PRESIDENT'S SCHEDULE 

Frlday, Marcil ll. 1965 

10:00 
/)'"u-e~ /if/. 

Th• del•1aUoa bad'*4••: fl"'1 W 
alter E . Faaatroy, a1blaatoa Director of Soathera I j ·S ( ~ 
Cllrlatiaa IAMterehlp Coafernce All.A ~j;_:_ 

H. Cad Mwltrie, Preel.deat of ..tqtoa N. A. A. C. P. ~ ~ J ­
Herl>49rt L. Woocb, COllE ( 1~ h-" 
Leeter McKl8UJ', Skid.eat Noa Vlolnl Coonlluttaa Commltte• 1/,1. rt-~ 
Hubert Br...-. Moa Vleleat Actioa Oro-.. c.vt:•~,,1 

Wiam Hl11•. )wit•ala1lppl Frff4om. Democratic Party _# "-.t )9
Bub.op Paul Moore, Eplacopal Caarch ~... 
Dr. E. C. Smith, Committee of Cae Hudred 
Dr. Da.W Ci. Caldwell, Preeldeat, Co1&1acll of Ct.uch•• 
lleyereDd Jefteraoa T. llo1•r1 , Wa•Waato• Pr••W•at. Soutbera 

Chrleti&a Lea4l•rahip CoucU 

10;45 

.Deleaatloa lac:badee: 
Romaa Catholic .... Moui1DOr Oeo"1"1• Hlaaeaa. Moulaaor 

Orlataa, Fath•I' Jolua Croala, __. Mathew Ahmaea~ 

Jewleh -- llal>bl Rlcbard Hlrecla, llabbl Uri Millar, aa4 
Et>la Gol4lmaa; 

Proteatuat - • Dr. Eua•M Careoa Blake, Father WWiam 
Baxter, Biahop Jolla aaley Lor4, Biehop Wiam 
Marmloa, Pr••ld••• B.. Herb••r of United Cbar~ 
ol Chriet, aad Robert Splke. 

ll: JO Laareace s. Rocbfall•I'. Chall'ID.aa, 
Coafereac• oa Natural Beauty 

WW.t8 Hou.• 

~~~ 
12: SO Lord Harlecb, Amba••ador from Cir.at Britaia, to bid 

farewell to 6e Pr••lcleat 

1:00 (Seaator Hermao Talmada• aad Soator Sam Ema) 
(OFF THE RECORD) 

(Briefina paper• from Secretary Celebr••H are attached) 

l 



1:30 	 (S.Vu Prulcleau of•• Railroad Brotbarlaood) 
(OF THE RECORD) 

(To dl1cu•: 
1) Tlleir •l••• oa th• onrall aatloul tt&MportaUoa 

policlee; 
2) n. callb•~ of .-•pl• a..y tlllak •ho'114 b• &ppohited 

to ICC; &D4 
S) Wllo abowd be appoiated to the ICC. 

(S••tor Vaace Hal'tke 1ald that thi• 'ri1lt'wW permit •• 
Snat. Comm•rc• Committee to procffd wltbout delay 
or c:o.arcw•r•y oa JO"ll" re..appolatm.nt of Rupert L. 
Warpby to tb• Iater•tatla Comm.er~• Com:miaaloa. 

The Brotberhood del•1atloa ladw.tea: 
G. E. Leiabty, St. Loul•; Harold Crotty, Detroit; C. L. 
Deuta, Ciaciuatl; Donald Beattle, aaklnatoa; Michael 
l"ox, Chlcaao; Claad•• L..a, Clnel&lld; alld Gttora• 
Hurb. C..S.r 1ta tcta. 

5: JO 	 (Nnrly-deeianatied Amerlcaa Amba••ador•t Raymolld ll. 
Guat, lrelaad; o..urey W. L•wla, MaUl"lt:aoia; C. Robert 
Moore, Mali; a.ad Amel'icaa Ambaaeador Ullam P . Mahouy, 
Gbaaa. &ad .America.a Ambueaclor Joaepb c. Satterthwalte, 
SCKlth IJ:rlca) 

(OFF THE RECORD) 

(Brieflq pap•r• are aua~ed) 

6:00 	 (K•D Seb.elbel, Bureau aaa.aa•r tor Doarey New• Media la 
wa.iua,toa) 

(OFI' THE tu:COaD) 

(Schelb.el waata to 1•t a plctu• wltll the P reaideat at hi• deak. 
Tbi1 wtll be promoted la tbe Doarey 4aily aewapa~r• aAd 
radio/TV •tatlou la thelr •ix •tate area of Texaa, Oklala.oma, 
.Arkauae, N..ada, Al&ek&, aa4 Hawaii.) 

http:Schelb.el
http:appolatm.nt


l 
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. 
The Prealdeat•e Sch-4ul• • Pa1• J: 

6:15 	 (8ec;real'y Ruak, AmMaeador Adlai Stn•uoa. Aa•1-taat 
Secretawy Marlaa Clenlud, ud D~ AeelatlUlt Seefffary 
ot Sate s..-..ll St.co) 

(OFJ' THE U:CORD) 

4Secr•tary llak requ.eatell th• appolatm.•t to dlecue 
UalW Natioa tnaU.r•· ) 

l 
l 



March 12, 1965 

FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Lee C. Whit e 

SUBJECT: Notes fo r Meeting With Reve r end Fauntroy' s Group 

1. General Information -- These are representatives of national and 
lo cal o r ganizations put t ogether in an informal grouping known as D. 
C. Citizens for Civil Right s. The Vice P r esident met with most of 
these people last Tuesday. 

2. Voting Right s -- There is general agreement that the Constitu­
tional amendment approach would r equire to o much time and thus we 
have concentrated on a s ta tute. Key elements under c onsideration by 
Justice Department: 

a. Finding of Discriminat ory Actions -- E very effort will 
be made t o s tick as closely as poaaible t o the 15th Amend­
ment which prohibits the denial of voting on racial grounds . 
Under this , the literacy te st and any other tests applied in 
a discriminato ry manner would be barr ed. 

b . Federal Registrar s -- Where there was failure to regis ­
te r , even with the eliminat ion of discriminat o ry tests , 
Federal officers could register otherwise qualified v oters. 

c. Sc ope -- These provisions would apply t o F ederal, St ate 
and l o cal elections. 

d. General Framework -- Although Federal legisla tion is 
p r obably n ot appropriate , any message t o C ongress might 
also refer t o the sta ndard registration and v oting difficulties, 
without regard t o discriminati on, found to exist in many 
States by Scammon's Commission -- fo r example , excessive 
residence requirements, unreasonable absent ee v oting or 
none at a ll , etc. 
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3 . Poverty Program -- A s of March l, 93 operating projects are 
underway in 37 state•. They will provide work experience and 
opportunitie s for over 65, 000 enrollee1. lntere•t in Job Corps work 
po1sibilities has been particularly encouraging. Mo re than twice the 
number of available spota have been reque sted by y oung people wh o 
a re dropouts or in the ranks of the unemp l oyed. The Neighborhood 
Youth Co r p• has m ore than 565 p r opo1ah from l ocal c ommunities 
t hat should a id over 200, 000 youths. They can help this p r ogram by 
thei r c overage a n d edit o ria l comment. 

4. Housing -- Your message on Cities aeke for the c ontinuation , at 
the rate of 40, 000 additional unite for fiscal year 1966 of the program 
p r oviding below market inte re1t r a te mort gages fo r m iddle income 
families . The new rent supplement program should finance more 
than one-hal! million homes over the next 4 years and is aimed at 
familie a makin g between $3, 000 and $8, 000 per year. 

5 . Educat ion - - Fiscal Year 1966 budget for education requests $4. l 
billion t o st rengthen state and c ommunity education p r ojects. The pre­
1chool p r ogram ia particularly aimed a t children from families earning 
lees t han $2 , 000 per year. $1 billion is allocated t o several district• 
for elementary and secondary s chools which •ervice the children of 
the l ow-income families, gene rally earning lea• than $2, 000. 

6. Appointments -· Among recent appointments are Lisle Carter , 
formerly of HEW, and Ted Berry. b oth among the t op half dozen in 
the Poverty P r ogram; Andrew Brimmer , who was p r om oted t o 
Assistant Secretary of C omme rce; Roger Wilkins, Roy's nephew, who 
is one of Governo r Collins' key men; others are in the works . There 
has begun t o be some little external p1·esaure on the appointment of 
the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission , a uthorize d by Title 
VU of the Civil Right s Act - - J ohn Macy is workina on t his with a 
number of us a n d I believe he will soon have a slate of candi dates for 
your c onsideration. 
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MEMORANDUM 

. ~ l, 
THE WHITE H OUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 11, 1965 

TO THE P RESIDENT 

F ROM Douglass Cater 

Here is an example of the "hate" literature in circul ation in 
Alabama. Martin Luther King's effor ts, accor ding to this ver s ion, 
are part of a plot to registe r Democr ats and re-elect Sparkman. 

I pass it along merel y to indicate the mentality with which you 
are dealing . 

Attachment 

[1 of 2]
­
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• MONTGOMER y ADVERTISER March 5, 1965 

Tell It To Old '8ran~ma 
Your noJM and addru~ must be gWeR on letter * But upon r~t, nmM tOil 

10metimu be wtthheld a! the Editor'• discretion * We reserw tlw rifht to Morin 
~'" * .'Vo J)Oet~ plea1e * Repeat: No letter will be printed unlat Bd#or 
knowt tDho iorot• it . 

ALABAMA. INSTEAD OF MISSISSIPPI 
EDITOR, THE ADVERTISER-Over 

here in ~lma where thi.S Negro rabble 
rouser King has been holding fourth with 
"demonstrations," et cetera, under our 
Albert Boutwell Jr., type mayor and 
the artist we have as self-styled "Dir~ · 
tor of Public Safety" many of us have 
been wondering why King chose thls area. 
I think the editorial from the Feb. 2 
edition of ll'he Lvnchburg (Va.) News 

I offers a reasonable explanation. Here­
with the editorial: 

"It puzzled us, too. Why did Martin 
' Luther King choose Alabama instead of 
. Mississippi as the site of his latest Negro 
· voter registration drive? Mississippi 
is supposed to be the state in which 
more Negroes are being denied the right 
to vote than in any other state. 

"But, sudtlenly, King switched targets. 
For the past few years he has con­
centrated his voter registration and in­
te ation efforts in Mississippi. Now, it's 

bama. 
"And now the word is out. It is bein 
'd that Democratic Senator Johri Spark 
an, a ;'liberal" and a Johnson su 

porter, is in danger of losing his seat. 
Alabama, you recall, went almost solidly 
Republican in the November election. 
The Democrats desperately need all the 

egro votes they can get. The white 
Democrats who defected to the Repub-
licans are not expected to return to the 
fold-at least not to the Lyndon Johnson-
John Sparkman fold . --

While Mississsippi went to Goldwa-
ter in the presidential election, it re­
mained a Democratic stronghold on all 
other political levels. They may be anti­
Johnson Democrats, but they are Dem<r 
crats, nevertheless. A heavy Negro vote 
in Miss~ippi would undoubtedly go 
against these Democrats. The result 
would be Democra~ voting against each 
other._ Such a _sollt might ena~Je a r e- · 
~-w . . .. ' . . .• 44n.Q-Ql 

your readers m1ty 1ee just Jrhat and 
who is behind thJa "mess" to which we 
are being subjected. . 

A. LABAS. 
Selma, Ala. 

- . -· 

[2 of 2]
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As the Psalmist reminds us the Children of Israel did 
long ago, our Nation is passing through "fire and water. 11 

W e did in those dark days following that awful t r agedy 
in November, 1963. I am convinced we emerged stronger 
and more determined because millions of Americans sought 
to renew their faith in God. I know that I did. 

When the pressures were the he~viest and the need for 
strength from above was the greate1, Lady Bird and I sat 
down to eat a meal alone. No wor<)' or glance passed between 
us, but in some way we found ours~lves bound together, and I 
found myself speaking the words of/grace that I had learned 
at my mother's knee so many years ago. 

I am not a theol ogian. I am not a philosopher. I am 
only a public servant doing the very best I know how. But 
in more than three decades of public life, I have seen first - hand 
how basic spiritual beliefs and deeds can shatter barriers of 
politics and bigotry. I have seen those barriers crumble in 
the presence of faith and hope , and from this experience I have 
drawn new hope that the seemingly insurmountable moral issues 
that we face at home and abroad today can be resolved by men 
of strong faith and men of brave deeds . 

I am glad to see that men like you are exercisi ng that 
faith and those deeds where they are needed more than ever 
before. I know the Civil Rights Act of 1964 was passed because 
of your commitment to work in its behalf. 

I know the Voting Rights Act we intend to pass this session 
needs your help again. And I am glad you are here. 

But I know I need your help, too. More than anythi ng I 
need your prayers and wisdom. I need your understanding and 
confidence that as I try to decide and do what is right, I will 
be undergirded by the knowledge that a thousand prayers are 
being offered in my behalf -- - and that I represent a multitude 
of Americans, of all faiths, who want to lead this great land into 
a new fellowship. 

### 
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March 10. 1.965 

The Pre•ident ha• asked me to tell 
you that he would be delighted to have cofiee 
with the Deputy Whips of ~ Hou•• and tbe 
Houae Leader•hip at S: 30 o ~arc:b 16 in tbe 
Blv.e Room of the Mansion. 

l would app.-eci.ate (t if you would 
inform my office of the t:a.ae.ea ot tho COD.gre••· 
men who v ill be attendin1. 

Look f onrard to •eelAa you. 

Sincere ly. 

Jac:k Valeoti 
Special Aasiata.n.t to the Pr••ideut 

Honorable Hale Boa1• 
U. S. Houe of Repre•ent.ati vea 

t •MAgton, D. C. 

JV:mw 

cc: Bea• Abell 

---

[1 of 2]
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MEMORANDUM 

TH E W H ITE HOUSE 

WASH I NGTON 

March 8, 1965 

MR. PRESIDENT: 

Hale Boggs is suggesting very strongly that the Deputy Whips 
(about 15 of them) together with House Leadership - - come to 
the White House some afternoon to have coffee with the President. 
Boggs thinks they are doing a wonderful job and suggests the 
President talk to them in much the same manner as he talks to 
the Legislative Leadership. This would be a very effective 
gathering . 

Would you like me to set this up at 5: 30 some day in the next 
week or so? 

Yes No 

Jack Valenti 

[2 of 2]
­



T H E W HI TE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 9 , 1965 

FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM L ee White 

In bringing Senator Sparkman up to date this morning on the 
Selma situation, at his request, he mentioned that the 
Birmingham papers had carried an article indicating that 
Mayor Smitherman of Selma was quite bitter . Although he is 
generally regarded as having done an outstanding job in a 
difficult situation and is responsibl e for bringing Baker, the 
rational public safety official who has been a s tabilizing 
influence during these critical days, he feels somewhat 
left out. He was apparently especially rankled by the fact 
that King is able to visit with you very frequently whereas 
his own request for a meeting , a l though never flatly declined, 
has nevertheless not resulted in his having a chance to discuss 
the problem from his point of view. 

Senator Sparkman, without pressing the matter, asked that 
Smitherman's request be reconsidered. 

I have discussed this with Bill Moyers and he and I believe that 
perhaps an even better alternative would be for you to telephone 
Smitherman today , if you wish to do so. He is not a participant 
in this latest incident, but really stands somewhere in the middle 
between King and Governor Wallace. 

If you should decide to talk with Smitherman you .might want to 
mention the following points: 
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1) We can appreciate the difficul ty of his role and 
believe from all repor t s from the Justice Department 
and other sources that he has done an admirable job 

2) You have today issued a statement calling on all to 
be calm and to respect l aw and order 

3) We are anxious to assist the community in any 
proper way that we can 

4) You have met with the two Alabama Senators who 
have kept you advised of the situation as they viewed 
it and incidentally they have passed on some of the 
views of Mayor Smitherman as well. 

5} Any time that he has important information that 
shoul d reach the President, he can either call directly or 
if it is impossible for the President to take the call he 
can always reach a member of the President's staff. 
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Talking Points 

1 . Wallace will request assistant 

(President will discuss the problem of the appeal of 
Judge Johnson's order --- "the longer the March is 
postponed, the greater the presence and the longer
the people from the outside are going to stay 1n 
Alabama") 

2. 	 President will approve the Governor ' s calling the 
National Guard into the service of the State with 
the Defense Department providing a group of 
advisors 

(President can applaud conduct of the National Guard 
last time it was used) 

3. 	 President will assure that proper contingencies of 
troops (two batallions) will be stationed at 
Craig and Maxwell for use 1n unlikely event of need 

4. 	If the situation were to deteriorate, the National 
Guard would be federalized and put under a single
command and the troops at Cr aig and Maxwell would 
be called into service 

5. Suggest each make a statement at 5 p.m. Washington time 



Elija L. Cooke said: 

Behind every ente rpris e stands the man who is ultimately 
responsible. The eager and able men on his staff spin 
golden dreams and propose new plans. They fret while 
he ponders. But to him, deliberation is sweet. He knows 
that success will have many shareholde r s , but that failure 
will be the sole property of the man responsible . 

Or, as the Chinese proverb goes , 

"Success has a thousand fathers; defeat is an orphan. " 

That bill must pass --- we cannot afford a defeat there; but 
it must also be constitutional; we can' t let it go to the courts 
and be stricken down or the cause will be roundly hurt. 
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FAX SELMA ALA 18 820P CST 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

: I t I .,# / 3 

WITH REGARD TO THE ORDER OF THE FEDERAL DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF ALABAMA, PROVIDING A PLAN 

TRANSFERRED TO HANDWRITING 
AND PRESERVATION FILE 

FOR THE SO-CALLED MARCH FROM SELMA, ALABAMA TO MONTGOMERY, 

ALABAMA, THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY OF THE STATE OF 

ALABAMA ADVISES ME THAT THE FOLLOWING PERSONNEL WILL BE REQUIRED 

IN ORDER TO PROVIDE MAXIMUM SECURITY FOR THE MARCH: 

6,171 MEN; 489 VEHICLES; 15 BUSSES, NOT INCLUDING 

SUPPORT UNITS. 

THE STATE OF ALABAMA HAS AVAILABLE 300 STATE TROOPERS 

AND APPROXIMATELY 150 OFFICERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 

CONSERVATION AND ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL DEPARTMENT 

FOR USE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ORDER OF THE FEDERAL COURT. 

I RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT THE UNITED STATES PROVIDE 

SUFFICIENT FEDERAL CIVIL AUTHORITIES OR OFFICERS TO PROVIDE 

FOR THE SAFETY AND WELFARE OF CITIZENS IN AND ALONG THE 

.. . 
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PROPOSED MARCH ROUTE ~ND TO PROVIDE FOR THE SAFETY AND 

WELFARE OF THE MARCHERS. OFFICIALS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC SAFETY OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA ARE AVAILABLE TO 

CONFER WITH YOUR APPROPRIATE AGENCY. THE APPROPRIATE LIAISON 

OFFICERS BEING CAPTAIN W. B. PAINTER, DEPARTMENT 

OF PUBLIC SAFETY, MONTGOMERY , ALABAMA. 

RESPECTFULLY 

GEORGE C WALLACE GOVERNOR OF ALABAMA • . 
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