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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

Ma.y 2.9, 1962 

Dear Wayne: 

Thou.ght you would like to ·see the 
attached. 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PLANNING 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

Honorable Jo.seph Campbell 
The Comptroller General of the 

United States 
Washington ZS, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Campbell: 

The purpose o! this letter is to obtain a Comptroller General decision 
with regard to a request for financial assistance under Public Law 875, 
81st Congress, filed by Victoria County, Texas. 

Under Section 3(nf Public Law s-75 of the 81st Congress, Federal agencies 
are authorized~ when directed by the President, to provide various types 
of assistance in a major disa.ster declared by the President. Under sub· 
section (d) of Section 3, Federal agencies provide assistance by ttmaking 
emergency repairs to and temporary replacem~nt.s oi public facilities of 
local governments damaged or destroyed in such r.najor disaster ••• and 
making contrlbutions to States and local governments for purposes stated 
in subsection (d)." Under this provision Federal funds have. been made 
available for emergency repairs to and temporary replacement of such 
11essentia.l public !ac:ilities•• of local governments as water systems, 
sewage systems, streets, bridges, schools and like facilities. 

On September 16, 1961, the President declared a major disaster in Texas 
as a result oi damage occurring during and following Hurricane Carla. 
On October Z3, 1961, the President made an allocation ol $8, 000, 000 of 
Federal .funds to cover financial assistance under the provisions of 
PL 81·875. 

Under the established pr~cedures for providing Federal financial assistance 
to local governments under this Act, project applications are submitted by 
the loeal. government ~th the approval of the designated State -.official. 
This ofiicial is designated by the Governor under a Federal-State Disaster 
Assistance Agreement which is executed after the Presidential declaration. 
Approval of the project application on behalf of the Federal Government 
has been delegated to the eight Area Office Director.s of the Office of 
Emergency Planning. Because of' the emergency nature of work to be 
pe·rformed after a major disaster, the approval of the project application 
ca.n be g.iven !or eligible projects even after the work has begun or has 
been completed. 
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3 

of building• was about $145, 000. A third group was composed of 
thirty-pine vacant buildings which were potentially income producing. 
The c~oat of emergency repairs to these was about $76, 000. Repairs 
have been completed and the contractors are pressing Judge Hartman 
for payment. Judge Hartman maintains that verbal commitments 
were made to him by the OEP Area Office staff with respect to the 
emergency repair of buildings occupied by comme·rc:lal enterprises 
and that, in addition, he was advised to file supplemental. applica­
tions to cover repair of additional unoccupied buildings not included 
in his original application. Thia i8 confirmed by th·e OEP Area 
Office Director in his memorandum of March 5, 1962 (Enclosure C). 

I have decided that financial assistance can be made available for emergency 
repairs to the a'hr,port buildings occupi,ed by services directly related to 
airport oper,ations. 

With respect to the remainder of the buildings, it appears clear that the 
income is necesaary to mpport th.e operation of the airport and that both 
the County and the FAA recognized this fact in connection with the transfer 
of the property. In view of the unusual circumstances of tllia case, where 
the Federal Government has required the County to maintain these buildings 
and our Area Office staff furnished oral advice to Judge Hartman who relied 
upon such advice and ordered the ••gency repairs, we would also be 
inclined to provide financial asaiatance to Victoria County for the emergency 
repairs to the buildings in the second and third groups. We are inquiring, 
therefore, as to whether the Comptroller General would take exception, if 
we were to provide such financial assistance. 

Sincerely, 

1 .v! 
Edward A. McDermott 

Enclosures 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PLANNING 

WASHINGTON 25, O.C. 

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

Mr. Clifton C. Carter 
Assistant to the Vice President 
United States Senate 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

MAY 18 1962 

Enclosed is a copy of the file on the Victoria County, 
Texas, caseo The letter to the Comptroller General 
was handcarried to his office today. 

I have notified Congressman Thompson of this action. 

We will let you know when there are any further 
developments. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PLANNING 

WASHINGTON 25, O.C. 

OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR 

Mr. Clifton C. Carter 
Asai tant to the Vice President 
United States S nate 

ashin ton 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

MAY 18 196? 

Enclosed ie a copy of the file on the Victori County, 
Texa•, c ae. The letter to the Comptroller General 
wa handcarried to hi• office today. 

I have notified Congre aman Thompson of this action. 

We will let you know when there re any further 
developments. 

Enclosure 

, 
' / 

j- ~i..::,,. v~_,,,,;.-y---

J. M. Chambers 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

M.ai"ch 8, 1962 

Ed: 

Thls la a m.ost u.:rgen.t matter and I 
wlll be grateful for yol.U.9 most ae:dotia 
cnns1derat1ou of their plight. 

Cordially yours, 

Clifton c. ·Caner 
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~~'A.YNE L . HARTMAN, County Judge 
PAT MOORE, Com'r Precinct No. 1 
V. H. WEBER, Com'r Precinct No. 2 
W. S . CARAWAY, Com'r Precinct No. 3 
FRANK BARNET!', Com'r Precinct No. 4 
VAL D. HUV AR, County Clerk 
W. W. KILGORE, County Attorney 

COMMISSIONER'S COURT CONVENES 

2ND MONDAY IN EACH MONTH 

<teountp of ~ictoria 
~tatt of mcxas 

VICTORIA. TEXAS 

March 1, 1962 

Office of the Vice President 
Washington, D. c. 

Attention: Mr. Cliff Carter 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

W. P . LARSON, Tax Assessor-Collector 
G. LUCCHESE, Treasurer 
R. C. PICKETT, County School Supt. 
PEARL STAPLES, District Clerk 
ALFRED C . BAASS, Justice Pree. No. 1 
M. W. (MONTIE) MARSHALL, Sheriff 
JOHN C . BIANCHI, County Auditor 

COUNTY COURT CONVENES l ST MONDAY IN 

JANUARY, APRIL, JULY AND OCTOBER 

I have been authorized and directed by the Commissioners• 
Court of Victoria County, Texas, to write this letter to request 
the assistance of the Office of the Vice President in a problem 
which has arisen in regard to Victoria County's application for 
Federal Disaster Relief under Public Law 875. 

As you know, Victoria County sustained extensive damage to 
its public airport facilities located at Foster Field during Hurri­
cane Carla. As a result of this damage, we requested that we be 
designated a major disaster area under the provisions of Public 
Law 875 and were in due time so designated. 'lllereafter we made 
application for assistance in ~he repair of 31 buildings located at 
said airport at a cost of $145,160.05, which application was approved 
by the State Office of Civil Defense and Moblization and submitted 
by them to the Regional Office of Emergency Planning located in 
Denton, Texas. The Office of Emergency Planning sent representatives 
to Victoria who, together with representatives of the Corps of Engin­
eers, inspected the damaged buildings and then met with members ot 
the Victoria County Commissioners' Court and the Victoria County 
Airport Commission. After this meeting we were advised by the 
Regional Office of Emergency Planning that our application had been 
~pproved and we were told that we would receive the assistance we 
had requested and that we should proceed immediately to have the 
repair work done. On their own volition they added an additional 
building to those· approved, making the total 32 buildings .approved, 
and suggested that we file supplemental applications to cover· repair 
of 39 additional buildings which were not included in our· original 
application, which we ~id. 

In complete reliance upon this firm~commitment, the Victoria 
County Airport Commission engaged contractors to do the 110rk and 
had an agreement with them that they would be paid when the tederal 
funds were received by the County~ The work, -wbile in progress, 
was inspected on several occasions by representatives ot the Regional 
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Office o~ Emergency Planning and the State Office of Civil Defense 
and Moblization, and was approved by them on each occasion. The 
work has now been completed and since we have not as yet received 
any of the promised tunds, I made a telephone call to Mr. w. B. 
Wright at the Regional Office of Emergency Planning in Denton, to 
inquire as to when the funds would be received. He advised me that 
his superiors in the Washington Office of Emergency Planning have 
thus far rejected Victoria County's request for aid on all except 
seven of the buildings covered by our original application on the 
grounds that they are not essential county buildings. Aside from 
the fact that such action on their part would constitute a breach 
of their commitment to Victoria County, we contest and take issue 
with their position that said buildings are not essential county build­
ings. Every one of said buildings is vitally necessary to produce 
the revenue required to operate our airport. All revenue we receive 
from each building on the field is and must be paid directly into the 
County Airport Fund and is and must be used exclusively for the opera­
tion and maintenance of said county airport. These buildings were 
deeded to the county by the United States Government for that specific 
purpose and under those specific conditions, and on the further con­
dition that the buildings be kept in good repair, all of which is 
amply reflected by our deed from the govermnent and letters from the 
Federal Aviation Agency affixed to our applications. Victoria County 
could not begin to operate its public airpo.rt without the revenues 
derived from the buildings located thereon. 

However, be that as it may, we received a firm commitment from 
authorized representatives of the Office of Emergency Planning, and 
in addition to giving us their connnitment, they instructed us to 
proceed with repairs to our buildings and assured us that the funds 
would be forthcoming. We acted .in reliance upon said commitment and 
said instructions as did our contractors. '!he Victoria County Airport 
Fund is and remains overdrawn at all times, and without the promised 
funds we cannot pay for the repairs which have been made and, needless 
to say, this leaves us and our contractors in an impossible position. 
It is inconceivable to us that a Federal Agency such as the Office of 
Emergency Planning could and would give us their commitment, induce 
us t.o act ln reliance thereon, and then, through an arbitrary mis­
conception of the essential character of these buildings, break faith 
with us and leave us in a much more disasterous position than we were 
ln as a result of Hurricane Carla. 

We hope that you will agree with us in our contentions and that 
you will do anything and everything you can to secure approval of our 
applications. You may be sure that we desperately need your help and 
that we will be deeply grateful for any assistance you can give us. 

Ver'j sincerely yours, 

~L~ 
Wayne L. Hartman 
County Judge . 
Victoria County, Texas 
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FXDERAL A VIAT.ION .AQENCT 

.Mrp0rt• Dlatrlct OUlc• No. l . 
T P. O. Be· 9S•o 

For& Worth. ?, Tex&• 

Offlt• ot EmeT&•1lCY PWmln1 
Box.2935 
Vm'fD'•llf Hlll• Statioa 
Deatoa, Teat 

hb.t-ct: Vlctod.& ewmr A.bp<art 
Vlctorta. T•xa• 

Atteatlom Mr. T. P. Witt 

aoatlemen: 

Reforeaca 11 anado to our tutber dlscuaoloa of tb• r•U.Wlltad.oa of 
tile nbJect taeUlty, lll thl• olftce oa rellnaar1 27, lt•z • 

. Jt la aotetl that your bl1h•i- aut!lorlty preaelldy coulde1'• omy a amaU 
porUoa of ii.le 0.per&Uon1 oa tho lacW&y •• titea•elldal uso of local 
Ooverameat._" 

Tl\18 Aa•ACJ c.culdera the •'Ctir• operatioa ot dale f&dUty to be &a ••••atlal locat 1ovommea:al Am.ctlcm. Victor!& County, .IA acc•ptb; 
dd• f&cWty. agreed to operate &net malm&lai tt lot two p;rrpo•••• 
(1) aa a ,Otte •hpo%t tor th• ••• &D.4 1>ftefli of th• po.bUc (Soo U> 
Paa• 9 ot.Agr .. meat datect May zz. 1961) u4 (2) tor· ~•·•U• ~.,th• 
United Statot_ t.. lll• evect ot &ay ttaitoui Z!Mr1encr Ck• (S) Page 11 
of Aar••m.eat dated May iz. 1961). 

Tit.• "Hadonal Airport Plaa" Requlremnt• for 1'11cal Year• 19'2·1966 
•• prepared,,,. tld• .Aaeacy •hO• .a requtremem at vtctorla few a nuaway 
lngtb ot 4900'• Jam eaclo•lnl tvo coplea of a •ketch_'*lch lhow Ike 
lafO'd ot U.e facUlty &a4 ahow that tb Couty 11 f&ce4 ~th na.lAtalahag 
11.UlW&JI las- la esc••• or theb' ....... 

b wa• pdrmrlly tor tbils rea•c that th.la A1ecy recommeat!e4 tile trauter 
of ,~ h\1.U411\11 to th• Cowuy, koowlq Ml ••ll ~ ..-m.tiy of malnteaance 
n4 ope~aUoa cot.t• that .. -o.at4 Pd wUl tac• tile Couty tlroup th• year• to 
com:e. lt..,.._ from th• ·reata1 of the Wlld!q• conftltu•• the major reyeae 
meded for tt.dc Pvpo1e, Furtflennore. •• leel aur• that •ithrA&l th••• 
bulldlaa• from •iltdl to tl•rltt. revezm• dlo Coumy wW Dot be able to coa• 
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Muell s, 1961 

tlma• to mabtala till•-laclllty la tt• pr•••• ab• u4 coaftpratloa lor 
••• by tM u. S. Oonnameat la ttm. et Natlcm&l J:mer1•11CF• 

Till• tadUty b sow l»elq •••4 dally tty di• u. s. NaYJ •• aa aldlllary 
to CbA•• HAAS. B«hill•. T•• .. .Sdloat COit to th• u.s. Gcrrenmeat. 

Tld• ottlc• atronaty recomm•adl tlaa& tutlaer coul4eT&tloa be alWA 
to.u4 ..tetn'1tlbd111 tb&t tile entire tacllltr be coa•lcl•nd aa ••••atlal 
local 10ftl'am9atal ftmetloafl. 

F. 1. Sdm.ttser 
Dbtrlct Alrpo:rt JCaatu-•r 

D11 /1/ R. B. All .. 
A•1ta·taat J>. A. E. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT Executive Office of the President 

Memorandum 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PLANNING 

ADA ORICI S 
Deatoa, Texaa 

Karch 5, 1962 

TO: Mr. luaene Quindlen 
Of flee of Smergency Planning 
Matioaal Beadq\lartera 

FRCM: Mr. Georce E. Raatinp 
Acting Area Office Director 
Area Office 5 

SUBJECT: Project Application Texaa 875-67(61) - Victoria County Airport 

Further inveatiaatiou of the Victoria County Airport impala .. to 
again preaent additional information for your conaideration. rollovin& 
are the point• which we wiah to e11phuize: 

1. The Victoria County Airport ia an eaaential transportation 
facility with acheduled c0111mercial airline flipata and 
proviaiona for atorage maintenmace and operation of 1overn-
11ent and private aircraft. 

2. The airport v .. tranaferred to Victoria County on June l, 1961. 
The buildinaa were included in thia tranafer to provide a 
aource of revenue for maintaining aad operatina the facility. 
FAA official• have informed ua that all potential revenue 
fr<>11 theae facilitiea would be iaadaquate to .. intain the 
airport over a 1001 period. In the abort lapae of ti- be­
tween the acceptance of tlae facility aad the arrival of 
Hurricane Carla, ad•quate funda had not been accW11Ulated 
to abaorb may aianificant portioa of thia lo••· 

3. Reither the nature of the tenant• nor their financial atatua 
ahould be factor• in determining eli&ibility. The tena11t1 
would not profit from aay federal aaaiatance to the couutJ. 
The revenue froa rental of buildiaaa ie uaed aolely for 
maintenance and operatioa of tbe facility. 

The attached letter from Mr. R. I. Allen, Actina Diatrict Airport 
Eaaineer, FAA, further clarifiea the ottli1atioa and atatua of Victoria 
County with reapect to thia facility. 

Victoria couaty haa eubllitted tbe follovina application• for fin.acial 
aaaiatance to perfora a11er1ency repair to the airpert: 

Project ApplicatiOD 1.'I 875-67(61) for e .. raeacy $142,090.00 
repair to occupied lnaildi... · 

Supple .. at fl to 'l'E 875-67(61) for a .. raency 
repair to occupied buildia&a 

Supplement #2 to lZ 875-67(61) for ... r&••~1 
repair to uaoccupied buildi•l8 

$ 16,264.00 

$ 75,902.00 

$234, 256 .• 00 
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- 2 -

In accordance with the a~thority under which we were operating at the 
time thia application vaa received, we made a verbal cOlllldt .. nt to the 
County Judge that we would furni•h a•aiatance in accordance with the 
eatiaatea of our engineer• to perform the neceaaary emergency repair 
to occupied buildings. County Judge, Wayne Hartaao, in a telephone 
call to this office reainda ua of this c09mitment and inforw19 us that 
coutractora who have performed emergency repair are anxious for their 
money. 

We believe that this facility ahould be treated as an eatity and 
emergency repair to the empty buildinga should also be approved. 

It ia requested that you reconsider your memo of January 12, 1962, and 
either: 

(1) 

(2) 

advise this office to approve the application 
baaed on the verbal co-1 tment made, or 

direct thia office to aend the application to 
you for di1poaition. 
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Dear Wa.yo.e: 

lt was ,good '°' b.eu from you aad l appr«da.te 
yoq; ~!ting me. ln behalf ;of Victar._. ·coUDtf'a 
application tor Federal .D.lsaater· Relief UAder 
Pu'bll.; law 875. 

In a&-todatloa. with CoDgreseman. Clark 
Thompson. .lam tlds da.te ~ Chls mat;tor 
up with the p:r:oper atttkodtles • the, Offic:e 
of Em.ei-gency Pla.-lag aad I w1U l>e, ha.Ck lu. 
iotle;h wi.ta you a& aooa as 1 have a · r•po·rt.. 

Siaoerely yours, · 

Hoiio~able Wayne· L, Butman. 
ec.-ludge 
Vic.t.oda Cou.Dt.y, Texas 

LBJ:CCC:dah tagged to Ed McDermitt 
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December 27, 19 b2 

Dear Bill: 

Thank you for the interesting, compre­
hensive study of Hurricane Carla. 

The lessons learned as a result of that 
disaster indeed are applicable and i mportant 
to our national shelter plans. The school of 
hard knocks always leaves its lesson etched 
indelibly on our m inds. 

My warmest regards. 

Sincere~---·· 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

Mr. Bill Parker 
Regional Director 
Department of Defense 
Office of Civil Defense 
Region 5 
Denton, Texas 

LBJ:IS:yb 

DI , TEil 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

OFFICE OF CIVIL DEFENSE 

Region 5 
Denton, Texas 

Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson 
Vioe President of the United States 
Johnson City, !re:x.a.s 

Dear Mr. Vice President: 

December 17, 1962 

I thought you might be interested in having an autographed copy 
of the enclosed study on Hurric.ane Carla, which wa.s produced by 
our regional office. It~ compiled chiefly from interviews with 
city and county officials in .Te::ms, macy o:f whom you know" From 
my own experience in county .administration, I feel that their 
views and needs are of importance in our national planning. 

Although more than a year has passed since the hurricane, I feel 
that the recent Cuban crisis has emphasized the importance and 
timE!liness of the lessons for civil def'enae planning which these 
city-county officials' experienc~ has revealed. 

Thes.e lessons are especially applicable to our current national 
shelter program, and I believe that you will be greatly interested 
in the views o:f local people on shelter management, sanitation, 
and supplies, particularly in Chapters III and IVo. 

The successful evacuation and reception operations reflect great 
credit on local and state o.:ff icials, and w.e are proud to have 
worked with them in producing this ,study. 

With personal good wishes, 

En.closure 

Sincerely, 

3~--p~_u) 
BILL PARKER 
Regional Director 
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DISASTER 
A l 

November 13, 1962 

D.ear Mr. Wllk1naon1 

In the abaenoe or the Vice Presl•· 
dent end 1n the lnterest or time I am 
responding to youi- reoent lettett. 

We were sorry to learn that muob. 
of your property was dea tl'Oyed by the reom t 
Guam d1aaater. but pleased to know that 7Q1 
were sate and sound. This lntoi-matS.on bae 
been communicated to 7our s1stett at Housten,.; 

Mr. Milton Wllkinaon 
P. o. Box 1991 
Agana. Guam 

LlVt·CCOlftl 

Sincerely youi-s. 

Cl1tton c. Cuter. 
Aaslstant 
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Bovember 1), 1962 

Dea t- Mrs. Fuller: 

Mr. Wilkinson asked that we ad­
vise you of his safet7 and well being. 

MPs._ Talmage Pull8 r 
460) Kiaoaa 
Houston. Texas 

Slnc•rel7 you••• 

Clifton c. OarteJt1. 

Aasltltant 
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CLASS OF SERVICE 

This is -:i fast message 
• unless its deferred char• 

acter ls indicated by the 
proper symbol. 

WESTERN UNION 
TELEGRAM SF-1201 (4-60) 

w. P. MARSHALL. PAHIDKNT 

SYMBOLS 

DL =Day Letter 

NL=Night Letter 

L T=lnternational 
Lener Telegram 

The filing time shown in the date line on domestic telegrams is LOCAL TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is LOCAL TIME at point of destination 

NFA005 WA 120 
(NF) XV GOVT PD WUX WA$HINGTON DC 16 914A EST 
HON LYNDON B JOHNSON, VICE PRES OF UNITED STAT ES 

SENATE OFFICE BLDG WASHDC 
OPERATIONAL IMMEDIATE 16o435z ~ / 

fY? , av 16 , AM 9 42 

UNCLAS PEOPLE OF GUAM NEED ALL ASSISTANCE POSSIBLE AS 
AN ESTIMATED NINETY-FIVE (95) PERCENT Or ALL PROPERTY IS DESTROYED. 
PLEASE WIRE OR CALL MY SISTER, MRS. TALMADGE FULLER, MO 7-1046, 
HOUSTON TEXAS THAT WE ARE ALL WELL BUT LOST MOST OF OUR PROPERTY. 
GIVE YOUR FAMILY OUR BEST REGARDS YOUR FRIEND 

MILTON WILKINSON PO BOX 1991 AGANA GUAM. 

/ 
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0.-ot-· ·-,... ...... _ ................ ........... ., ... ,..... ....... ' . 

WESTERN UNION ..__"'-·==---
. . TELEGRAM I'' .. · . __ .; .,/ : 

~ .. ·~ · .,,..i. . "' r . A.·,,.,. ·w. P. lllAHMA&.L. • a r a t 

Nl.•MWil &.... 

LT•~ 

..... ,, ................ ..,.....,_ .. LOCALTIMl•=el=TIMtl=llLOCAL'IDll•eetn 'nd• 

NFA~' VA1~ -
(NF) XV GOVT PD VUX IASHlNGTON DC 16 914A EST 
HON t.YNOON 8 JOHNSON, VICE PRES OF UNITED 9TATEt 

SENATE O#lCE BLDG IASHOC 
OPtRJ\TION& llOIEDIATE ,60~,Z 

~WJ#!6 All 9 42 

>r~·41:t_~/..· .· ~"-' · " . ., 
-~ .. '' . ' ;//' 

·~·- · 

UNOLAS PEOPLE OF' GUAM NEEDAU. AStllTANOl POSSIBLE AS 
AH ESTDIATED NINETY.VIVE (9,) PERCENT Oii AU. PIOPERn ·-IS DESTROYED. 
PLEASE VIRE OR CALL HY 9!STER1 MRS. TALJIADQE PVU.ER, _ 110 1-10"6, 
HOUSTON TEXAS ntAT VE ARE ALL. VELL BUT L09T "oST ·ot ·OUR PROPERTYe 
GIVE. TOUR trAlllL.Y OUR BEST REGARDS YOUR FRIEND 

ttlLTOH VlLKlNSON PO BOX 1991 AGAHA GUAM. 

adt!Ol. 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF TERRITORIES 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Vice Pl'eaident: 

EP 10 1 

Thank you tor your referral of Mr. 111.lton J>. l!Ulda.umi •a lotter 
espreaaiDS hie intereat in appointment aa Cdiialaa oner of Bduca­
ti on or Government Secre'ta17 ot American Bamo&. 

Dr. Pe4:ro c. Sanches, whom Mr. Wilkinson mentions aa ConmlasiODer 
ot lducation tor American Samoa, ia the Commiaaioner of lducat1on 
tor the Virgin Island.a. !'he position aa Director ot Education tor 
American Samoa 1• DOii occupied and there i• no indication then 
Will be a vacancy in that poeition in the mar tuture. 

The Secretary ot the Interior vill make the aelectJ.on of the can­
didate to till the poaition u Government 8ecnt'taz7 ot Amlrican 
Samoa. Mr. Willd.n8on'a interea-t in the poaiUon will be brouaht 
to the Secre'taz7'• attention. Pleaae be aaaured. that in arnrtns 
at a final decision Secretary Udall Will be guided by what be 
believe• to be in the beat 1ntereata ot the people ot American 
Samoa. 

In accordance vith your requeat, Mr. Wilkinaon•a letter• are 
returned herewith. 

The Vice President 
United Stat.ea Senate 
Washington 25, J). C. 

Encloaurea 2 

Sincere~ youra, 

Jgd.J RTdfarCJ F. Taftano 

Biobard r. Tai tano 
Director 

CASE FILE (A-Z1 
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August Jl, 1962 

Dear Mr. Wilkinson: 

You have probably seen from the Press 
that tho Vtce Preaidont 1a now on a misnton to 
Europe and the Uear East. Your letter of 
August 25 o.nd enclosure have therefore arrived 
1n hts abaenco. 

The V1ce President has no authority 
whatever tn the making or ~-appointment you 
doscrlbo. Howevor I am ·a ubmt tttng your request 
to the responsible orrtclals here for~ report 
as to the status or the mattor. When I havo 
this it wtll be rurn~shed to you promptly. 

Wtth beat wishes, I am 

Mr. M tlt ~n D. Wtlklnaon 
Department of E"'duca n 
Agano., Guam 

ACP: 

Sincerely, 

Arthur c. Perry 
Assistant to the~ 
Vtoe Preatd~nt 

Tag to Dept. of Interior for reply to vp 

CASE FILE (A-1' 
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Respectfully referred ·"'~ 
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DISASTER 
OFFICE OF THE VICE PRES I DENT fa , 

WASHINGTON /{j.c;:,C~~"----

11/12/62 

MEMO TO THE VICE PRESIDENT: 

SUBJECT: Re Typhoon in Guam 

Richard Taitano, Director of the Office of Terri­
tories, Department of Interior, telephoned at 3:45 PM, 
Monday, 12 November, with the information that the 
Office of Emergency Planning dispatched a representa­
tive to the Guam area earlier today o He also said 
Secretary Udall felt it would not be necessary for 
Governor Daniel to return to Guam, and sent the 
Governor the following message: 

11 Govo Bill Daniel 
American Embassy 
The Hague, Netherlands 

O n behalf of the people of Guam I wish to 
thank you for your generous offer to return in their 
hour of need o However, emergency work progresses 
under direction of the Office of Emergency Planning 
and the militaryo While the long-range reconstruc­
tion will require months of planning, both here and 
in Guam, under the circumstances see no need for 
you to make any change of plans. 

Secretary Uda 11 11 

d;:F,~ 
WFJ 

/ 
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2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

REMARKS : 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PLANNING 

R 0 UT I N·G S LI P 
, 

,rt• 

TO BLDG AND RI 10~ 'iNITIALS 
,,..,-
J E°"N l I A.15 

0 APPROVAL 

0 APPROPRIATE ACTION 

0 RECOMMENDATION 

0 RECOMMEND SIGNATURE 

tr' 

/ .. 
l 

0 PREPARE REPLY 

0 NOTE ANO FILE 

0 NOTE AND RETURN 

0 INFORM.I\ TION 

FROM Mr<. UoJj)L~N 
RGANIZATION) 

e-P 
(BUILDING AND ROOM NUMBER ) 

FORM OEP 27 
NOVEMBER 1961 

./ 

I J J 

DATE 
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DISASTER 

COPY 

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PLANNING 
WASHINGTON, Do C. X 

HONORABLE PRICE DANIEL 
GOVERNOR OF TEXAS 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 

PRIORITY UNCLASSIFIED 

THIS WILL ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF YOUR TELEGRAM 

REQUESTING DISASTER ASSISTANCE FOR AGRICULTURAL 

PURPOSES FOR CERTAIN COUNTIES IN SOUTHERN TEXAS. 

WE HA VE REFERRED THIS MESSAGE TO THE SECRETARY 

OF AGRICULTURE. SINCE THE AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE 

THE ASSISTANCE REQUESTED IS VESTED IN THE SECRETARY 

OF AGRICULTURE, HE WILL ADVISE YOU DIRECTLY ON THE 

ACTION TAKENo EDWARD A. MCDERMOTT, ACTING 

DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PLANNINGo 

29.1600Z MAR62 

UNCLASSIFIED 

COPY 
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Honorable Orville L. Freeman 
Secretary of Agriculture 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Governor Price Daniel of Texas has requested disaster 
assistance for agricultural purposes for certain counties 
in southern Texaso A copy of his message is enclosedo 

Please investigate the situation and advise Governor Daniel 
of the action taken on his request. We will appreciate 
receiving a copy of your report to the Governoro 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Edward A. McDermott 
Acting Director 

c 
0 

p 
y 
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COPY 

1515 DE 1515A 

NR OZ 

R 281715& 

FM STATE CD TEXAS 

TO MR GEORGE E. HASTINGS 

AC TING AREA OFFICE DffiEC TOR 

OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PLANNING 

AT THE REQUEST OF THE COUNTY DISASTER COMMITTEES AND OTHER 

LOCAL OFFICIALS, AND UPON THE RECOM:MENDA TION OF THE USDA 

STATE DISASTER COMMITTEE, I REQUEST THAT THE FOLLOWING 

COUNTIES BE DECLARED A MAJOR DISASTER AREA UNDER PUBLIC 

LAW 875, BY THE PRESIDENT, AND DESIGNATED BY THE SECRETARY 

OF AGRICULTURE AS AN AREA ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE ASSISTANCE 

UNDER THE EMERGENCY FEED PROGRAM. BROOKS, DIMMIT, DUVAL, 

JIM HOGG, LA SALLE, MCMULLEN, STARR, WEBB, ZAPATA, AND 

ZAVALLA. THESE COUNTIES HAVE BEEN FORCED TO REQUEST THIS 

EMERGENCY FEED PROGRAM BECAUSE OF A PROLONGED DROUGHT 

AND RECENT DISASTROUS FREEZE DAMAGE TO CROPS AND PASTURES 

THAT HAS AFFECTED THE AREA SOUTH AND WEST OF SAN ANTONIO. 

COUNTY DISASTER COMMITTEE REPORTS, THE USDA STATE DISASTER 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS, AND OTHER DATA SUPPORTING THIS 

REQUEST HAVE BEEN SUBMITTED DIRECT TO THE SECRETARY OF 

AGRICULTURE BY THE USDA STATE DISASTER COMMITTEEo 

PRICE DANIEL/GOVERNOR OF TEXASo 

COPY 
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September 10. 1962 

Dear Mr. La Valle: 

Thank you for sending me the report 
on Hurricane Carla's devastation in 
Galveston County. 

1 have not had the opportunity to study 
·it fully but I believe that the information 
contained therein w.ill be helpful as we 
consider methods in which communities 
can better prepare themselves against 
future storms .. 

With best regards. 

Sincerely. 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

Honorable Peter J. La Valle 
County Judge 
Galveston ·County 
Galv~ston, Texas 

LB~:CKB:yb 
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COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT 

PETER J. LA VALLE 

COUNTY OFFICIALS 

H . H. TREACCAR 

COUNTY JUDGE DISTRICT CLERK 

IRWIN P. DANTIN JULES DAMIANI, JR. 

FIRST PRECINCT CRIMINAL. DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

KENNETH McKINNEY, ASSESSOR JIMMIE VACEK 

SECOND PRECINCT THE COUNTY OF GALVESTON AND COLLECTOR OF TAXES 

PAUL HOPKINS HUDSON J. CARO, SR . 

THIRD PRECINCT COUNTY AUDITOR 

JACK LAWRENCE 

FOURTH PRECINCT GALVESTON, TEXAS 
JOHN R. PLATTE 

COUNTY CLERK September 5, 1962 

The Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson 
Vice President of the United States 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Vice President: 

TROY 0. JOHN 

COUNTY TREASURER 

HERBERT E. SCHMIDT 

COUNTY ENGINEER 

J. 8 . KLINE, SHERIFF 

PAUL A . MILLIGAN 

COUNTY SURVEYOR 

HUGH GIBSON, JR., JUDGE 

JUVENILE 8: COUNTY NO . 2 

Galveston County is approaching the anniversary 
of Hurricane Carla with its destruction still fresh in 
memory. With this in mind, the Galveston County Conunis­
sioners: Court would like to take this occasion to review 
the hurricane probl~m common to all counties on the Texas 
Gulf Coast. 

Enclosed is ~report which graphically shows the 
devastation caused by , Carla in Galveston County. The sta­
tistical material and te.xt of the report probide further 
detailed information for study. 

Several possible solutions are suggested in the 
report to assist conununities in better preparing for future 
storms. Suggestions are also made to minimize damage in 
the future and to speed recovery. 

It is our hope that this report will assist federal 
officials and agencies in planning for the future. 

Texas 

Enclosure 
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W . N . A LLAN 

Mr . Walter Jenkins 

T . C . C A O E 

CAGE BROS. 
RAL CONTRACTORS 

6959 SAN PEDRO 

N ANTONIO , TEXAS 

Aug o 23 , 1952 

Office of the Vi ce Presida:i t of t!.e U. s . 
New Senate Off ice Bldg. 
Washington , D. c. 
Dear Walter , 

DISASTER 

W . ..J . S E LDON 

Enclosed plea; e find a copy of our Final Claim 
in the amount of $ 151 , 270 . 94 covering damage to our Gal­
veston, Texas Seawall Project cause& by Hurricane " CARLA . " 

The reason that we had not sent this to you pre -
viously is that we felt that the Contracting Officer would 
probably reject it promptly thus bringirg about our appeal 
from his decision directly to th• Secretary of the Armyo At 
that tire we had planned to pres ent JU u with a copy of our 
appeal. 

In viem of the ti.me which has elapsed since we 
submitted the enclosed to tm Contracting Officer it now 
occurs to us that possibly tl:e matter is b@ing given review 
in higher headquarters that could result in favorable action 
at this stage . This , we feel , would be by far the best and 
most expeditious manner in which this whole matter could be 
resolved with a satisfactory solution . 

Thank you very much for lending your valuable 
time and attention to this item and we deeply appreciate 
every assistance that you find it possible to rendero 

Sincerely Yours, 

Cage Bros. 
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Jul)' 10, 1962 

James s. Maxwell 
Lt. Colonel;. OE 
District Engineer 
Contracting Officer 
Corps of Bng1neers · 
606. Santa Fe Building 
G~veston, Texas 

Dear Sir: 

Re: Contracts DA-41-243-0IWN0-
60-70 and 60-77, Construction 
ot Seawall Sxtension, Gal.veaton, 
Texas 

At this time and b1 this letter we do hereby make final 
f'ormal claim against the United States or America in the• 
amount or $161,270.94. · 

The matters set out herein supplement our olaim aseerted 
in: our letter of April 26.. 1962• Thia olaim is asserted and 
warranted under the following provisions or ·the contracts and 
spec1t1o'at1ons, to-wit t 

Article 3--CHANGIS 

Article 4•-CHANGBD CONDITIONS 

Article 5··-TERMINATION FOR I>KFAULT-•DAMAOKS FOR 
DBLAY··TIME EXTENSIONS 

Article 7--PAYMENTS TO CONTRACTORS 

Article 9--INSPIOTION 

Article 11--PERMITS AND RBSPONSIBILITY FOR WORK, ETC 

TP 7-06 

GC-8 

SLIDES 

PROTECTION OF MATERIALS AND WORK 

but by the ,,designation or the foregoing Claimant does not 
wa1ve, but expressly asserts the right to prosecute said 
claim under eaoh and everg applicable provision or the 
contracts and specifications. 
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Jamee s. Maxwell, ·Lt. Colonel, .CE 
7-10-62 -2-

We would like to oall to Nour attention that the con• 
traots were written b1 the Government and that the Contrac­
tor had no cha.nee to-ask tor changes or explanations but 
wa~ roroed to bid the; contracts as they stood. Tneretore, 
.under the rules . laid down b1 all courts, the contracts wher-
ever ther ·are not olear and epeoitio should. be construed 
more strongl1 against the Gove:rmn1ent and in tavor ot the 
Contractor. 

_When we look at the contracts a.a a whole and study them 
from all tour corners, we do not believe that 1t wat;\~ever 
:1.ntended that the .Contr.aotor would -be reapon$1ble tor dam· 
ages that were not contemplated and were be)'ond his control. 
We will renew the ditterent. Ja-tioles and .suppl7 as much in 
detail as we can the ~acts and things .we trust you will con .. 
sider 1n making 1our tinal decision. 

ARTICLE 3. CHANGES. 

When we take into consideration that the contracts in 
question were 97% completed., and tnat the contracts had 
been completed by the Contractor complring with the plans 
and spec1t1oat1ona as set out in the contraots-·-and this no 
.one will dispute·-then changing and calling back the Contrao­
tor to do the work over was no fault ot the Contractor•s, 
but things that were beyond the Contractor's control. If' 
we read Article 3 we can determine that 1t·a change was made 
that was not the fault or the Contractor,. the Contractor 
should be equitably settled with. Certainly it was no 
rauit or the Contractor in this case. 

If you should say that the contracting officer d1d not 
make any change 1n the drawings and speoit1oat1ons but simply 
requested that said job be done ove:tt, then 1t amounts to 
double spec1-t1cat1ona and the resulting loss 1s the 
the Contractor. 

ARTICLE 4. CHANGED CONDITIONS 

Where the contracts provide under aeotion (a) "unknown 
physical conditions at the site, ot an unusual nature, d1t­
ter1ng mater1all¥ from those ordinarily encountered and 
generally _recognized as 11)her1D8 in wo1"k of the character 
provided tor in this contract," it makes available an avenue 
ot relier for the additional costs entailed in such instances 
and authorizes the equitable adjustment or the contract price 
tor that purpose. 

[3 of 8] 



James s. Maxwell, Lt. Colonel, CE 
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Granted, the application or this article to a claim ot 
this nature is unusual,, but so was the phJsical violence · 
resulting from Hurricane Caria· most unusual.. Where th~ 
specitications give certain historical data 'relating to 
prior hurricanes, . this is ot v1rtuallN n·o .value when applied 
to Hurrioane Carla which was established to be the moat 
v'iolent and totall:I' destruottve storm ·to strilce. the Texaa 
coast -in· over 100 tears. Arri attempt to canpare "Carla" with 
prior · storins solel1 bJ" wind and waves data is trustra.ted b7 
the taot tl(l.at the measuring. devices at the u •. s. Weather 
Bureau. in Galveston, Texas, . were put out or comtnisaion bJ 
the wild tuey ·of that giganti~ storm-system • . 

We contend that this tragic phenomenon 1ntroduced- a . 
condition that does qualify as an °W1known ·pb1a1cal condition 
at the site-~" and that it was "or an unusual nature--" and 
that it did oreate at the project site a condit,1on .,difter-
1ng materiall1 trom those ordin&ril.1 encountered and ge~er­
all~ recognized aa inhering, 1n work ot the character provided 
tor in this contract." 

Certainly this wae a changed condition on the ground 
that· nobody anticipated. and the spirit of the contracts, 
particUlarly Article· 4, meant tor the Cqntractor not to · 
sutter a loss if the conditions changed .when be me·t. all 
the speoit'1cat1ons, and certainlJ equity should intervene 
here and the Contractor be given a ta.11'1 equitable a.dJust~ 
ment tor the extra expense he had to go to thl-ougb no i'ault 
ot his own. 

ARTICLE 5. TERMINATION FOR DBFAULT--DAMAGES FOR DELAY-­
TIME EXTENSIONS. 

Where the Qontraot provides under section (c) «The 
right or the Contractor to proceed shall not be terminated 
• • • nor the Contractor charged with liquidated or actual 
damages. • • because of any delqs 1n the completion or the 
wo~k beyond the control and without the taUlt or negligence 
ot ' the Contractor, including, but not restricted to., Acts 
ot God. • • " it certa.1nl7 cannot be construed to provide 
an "Acts ot God .. clause in the usual sense. 

we contend that these contracts do not contain a.n Act 
ot God clause in the normal sense and therefore should be 
construed more stl'ongly .aga.1,nst the Government and in tavor 
or the Contractor. Since the G·ontractor was not in tault 
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in anJ war, oe·rtainl1 this clause should not be used in 
anr Wa:f against the Contractor. 

ARTICLE 7. PAYMINTS TO CONTRACTORS• 

Where the contract prov1d·es under· .section (o.) 0 All 
material and work covered by partial payments made shal·l 
there.Core· become the sole property ·or the Government, but 
this provision shall not be construed aa relieving the Con­
tractor tr.om the s.ole responsib111tr tor all mater1ala and 
work upon which p~nts have been made. or the ·restoration 
ot Bl11 ·damaged work. • .•• it cannot properly be interpxaeted 
to · contain ·the prov1s:1Qn· that the ContmetOi' 'Shall be liable 
tor damage to .the completed work ·oaused b7 .Hurricane Carla, 
as it was not in contemplation ot the parties; s1noe .1t had 
never happen•d be tore . in the nistocy 01• Gal vestion, so rar 
as records have been kept. 

· In this article the respons1b111tyi ot the Contractor 1s 
t1xed 1>1· the limits to wh1Qh he can control events and 
cirouma·tances involving the materiala and the work. By 
det1n1t1on the word 0 respons1blell denotes acoountab1lit1 
to the extent that conditions are within one's abilitJ to 
control. 

We contend that the attempt · to read into this art·iole 
the Acts ot God olause which is nowhere to be round 1ri the 
contracts 1a indefensible and represents a. mie.conatruction 
or the moat obvious sort. We re.cogn1ze the reapons1b111tr 
or the C0ntractor as outlined 1n this article and respect­
fully submit that we have discharged it taithtully and oom­
pletel7; · but we ·der11 that it includes the repair at our 
expense or the damage caused bJ "Carla.'* . 

ARTICLE 9. INSPECTION 
I • • " '. ,. • • • • 

Under Article 9 1~£;, ) we rind that 1r a change 1s made 
and '1tl1 of .the work has to be removed or team out, 1r the 
Contractor has perrormed his work in accordance with the terms 
ot the contract~. this change shall be at the · expense ot the 
Government and not the Contractor_, plus a 151' allowance to 
the Contractor. Thus we see all through the contracts, the 
Ctintractor is protected tor 8rl1 changes where it is not 
his fault. 

ARTICLE 11. PERMITS AND HESPONSIBILITY FOR WORK, ETC. 

Where the contracts irovide under this article in refer­
ring to the Contractor, ·He shall also be responsible tor all 
materials delivered and work pertormed until completion and 
final acceptance ••• ". this should be construed to hold the 
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Contractor responsible £or the aa.teguard1ng or all materials 
and work trom loss or damage due to r1re. thef't, vandalism, 
negligence or an-a other such cause within hia·phya1ca.1 power 
to control. 

Here· again., any attempt to read into the prov1f,11ons of 
this article the element -or the Aots ot God clause should be 
rea1sted most vigorouslt and the prov1s.1ons accepted just 
as they appeat~• · 

The repetition he·re o£ the wor<l responsible again makes 
it . appropriate to ,restate .that .. 1t is. in.conceivable to hold 
the -Contractor responsible ror ·Acts ot God.·· ·Thie article 
obligates the Contractor with -a state· or stewardship and pro­
tective custody .over mater1ala delivered and work performed. 
An'3 interpl'etation· or this ~t.1cle that reeul~s in finding 
that the Contractor is liable tor the repair ot damage caused 
by Hurricane Carla must be ;regarded a.B without· bas1s. 

Under the Speo1ticat1ons governing these projects the 
subject ot the respons1bil~~t1e·e · ot bhe Contrao.tor again 
appe~rs. Under Part 1. Gtmeral Conditions there is included: 

Gc-s·. . PROTECTION OF· MA'I'ERIAUS AND WORK• The Contractor 
snili ·at a!i £lilies · prote·c~E and preserve all materi·ale; supplies, 
and. equipment or every description · (etc • ) • • • ·and all work 
pertormed. All reasonable requests ot the -C.ontract1ng Ofticer 
to enclose or .speoiallN protect such propert~ · shall b~ com-
plie<t· with. Etc. · 

This clearly Qutl1nes the extent to whioh the Contractor 
oan be held responsible t:oi- protection or the work and we 
again. respectfully submit that we have discharged our respon­

·aibilit1ea as contemplated. by . this provision to the fullest 
·measure .. .. ,:1r..>the Con~act,1ng . Ot-ticex!l.'..we.re to.·.have'··1•·sued·-.. 
such 1nstruot1ons to the .· e.rreot that the worlt should be- pro-
tect.ad from · the destruotive,-force or ncar1a:••· ·the, unreasonable­
ness· of such instructions would .. 1mmediate11 "be apparent and 
obviousla impossible ot execution. 'To take the position that 
the contractor 1s responsible tor) the repair or .. suoh dainage 
·at his own expense is equally unreasonable and .untenable under 
this -provision. · 

Further, the speoi£1cat.1ons . ant1c.1patecl the eventuality 
of a:tf9 shitting ox• movement ot materials in the embanlanent 
and sets out, r :or the Contractor's protect-ion and benefit, 
a aefinite policy m8.kiµg it mandatory 'tbat the Contractor be 
paid for the replacement or euoh material in the event t'1at 
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the sh1tt1ng or movement was not the fault ot the Contractor. 
Where in Part III. Technical Provisions, there 1s included 
the followings 

1-06 SLIDES: In the event or alid•s in any ·part or the em­
banlanent prior to £1nal aooeptance o.f the work., the Contractor 
shall remove material · trom the slide area as directed and 
shall rebuild such are·a. In case it 1s determined that the 
slide was c.aused through the rault ·or the Contraotor, the 
removal and disposal ot material. and the rebuilding of . the 
slide area shall be pertQrmed Without ·aost to the Government; 
otherwise this work will ·be paid tor 1n,.acoordanoe with the 

. applica'ble proviaiona.--or · the contracts. . , . . . · . ,. - . · 

There is no qua11t1cat1on heiie stated nor is there any 
restriction as to the nature or source or the torce taotors 
that o.aused . the slide. · The only element that need be sat1s­
f 1ed is whether or not the Contractor was at fault. The 
displacement or 1n excess of 200,000 c.Y. or embankment 
material that was caused b7 "Carla" cannot be traced to anN 
fault of the Contractor and therefore its replacement and 
rebuilding or the area should be pa'id tor as set out he1--e1n. 

Another reason the Contractor should be reimbursed for 
these expenses is that the contracts, as heretofore pointed 
out, do not in any way attempt to hole the Contractor liable 
f'or things that were not in contemplation and were not his 
fault. 

The spec1ticat1ons, namely, Section 12-11 Part III, 
Technical Provision, provided for sprigging and seeding of 
all open embankments, but restricted suoh work to Februaey 
through ~ in the spring, and September and October in the 
tall when the weather was generally more favo:rable to the 
plants taking root and ror aeed germination. No prov1.s1on 
was Uicorporated.; n.owever, . fo:r planting a qui-0k growing tem­
poracy oover such as rae to last until the young aprigs. might 
be well rooted and spreading . ., and to retard erosion in the 
meantime. · 

The Contractor had some 24 acres of embanlanent ready tor 
top soil, planting and seed.1ng. Half this total, or about 
12 acres, was tor work done during the three summer months 
or the hurricane eeason, June, July and August. Th1.s was 
all without any sort ot vegetat1Qn cover when "Carla'' hit,. 
and under the speoitications none could have been provided. 

Cage Bros. also wish to urge, as it has heretofore, that 
it has at all times · complied with the prov.1s1.one and spec1t1-
cat1ons of the contracts and that the damage was no faUlt or 
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the Contractor. But as an additional raotor, the toe protec­
tion failed and dropped as much aa eight or ten feet in places, 
and 1t 1e Cage Bros.' .reeling that this toe protection failure 
greatly increased the damages behind the seawall. However, 
Cage Bros. has been unable to produce hydraulic engineering 
evidence that will substantiate its contention and, therefore, 
otter only its reeling to substantiate same. It is the conten­
tion of Cage Broth that the contracts, when properly interpreted 
in the light or the law as applied to contracts, does not put 
this loss on Cage Bros., but on the United States Government. 
Cage Bros. performed its work and performed it faithfully, and 
we believe that equity, law and Justice requj.re the United States 
Government to reimburse Cage Bros. for $161,270.94 expended by 
it in replacing the damage caused by Hurricane Carla. 

We have aet out the above in as muoh detail as we can and 
11e respectfully request that you give us a final decision in 
this matter, and we trust that the decision will be favorable 
to Cage Bros. 

' Respectfully submitted, 

CAGE BROS. 

B~,~~ 
HOUSE, MERCER, HOUSE & BROCK 

Ff1 _J t:M~ 
----:/~'a~;~~L~1.-. ~fp[o_u_s_e_. ---· -----

Attor~eys ror Cage Bros. ~ 
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Local authorities declared Jett-I 
erson County a " disaster. a rea' ' 
yesterday and requested federal 
rrlid from an unusual infestation 
of salt water mosquitoes which 
are cm1sing damage to cattle 
alon~ the Texas and Louisiana 
Cu'~ Coast areas. 

1 
The action was· triggered by the I 

executive committee of the Beau­
mont Chamher of Commerce at 
a meeting in the chamber ol­
fif'rs . The committee considered 
;:ippe::ils from cattlemen who have 
reported hravy losses of cattle 
because of the mosquito invasion i 
~ !1rl sought aid from the federal \ 
government . 

The request for a irl was ch an-, 
nr led through the office o[ Texas! 
Governor Pri ce Daniel who said 1 

officials in Austin alrf>arly have 
inifiat~d an investigation of the 
area . 

Gov. Danid was contacted in 

<Turn to· page 11, column eight) 

his home in Liberty by Howardj 
Hicks, vice president and general · 

.manager of the local chamber. 
after the chamber's executive 
committ ee adopoted a resolution 
decla ring the county a disaster ' 
a rea because of the mosquito 
threat to cattle , and requeslini; , 
federal aid for relief from mos- I 
qui toes. I 

Cattlemen Arc Hurt j 
The Jefferson County Mosquito 

Control Unit has been successful 
in combating the invasion in resi­
dential areas, Mr. Hicks said, 
but is unable to cope with the 
unusual infestation of salt mare;;!-> 1 

mosquitoes which is . bringing 

I 

losses to cattlemen. 

Judge C. A. Pounds, county 
judge of Chambers County, told 

I 

t.he Enterprise last night he will 
contact Gov. Daniel today and re­
quest that Chambers County be 
designated as a disaster area be­
cause of the mosquito infestation. 

Request to Bring Action 
He said he would act upon' the 

request of Chambers County cat­
tlemen who have reported a high 
mortality rate among herds be­
cause of the unusual invasion of 
salt marsh mosquitoes. 

U. S. Rep. Jack Brooks, who is 
spearheading the move for local 
federal aid in Washington, D. C., 
had previously advised local a u­
thorities that federal aid could be 
obtained only if Gov. Daniel de­
clared the infested counties dis­
aster areas. 

Kirkland Send!'! Tel<'gram 
Judge Kirkland 's telegram to j 

Gov. Daniel was as follows: : 
"It is felt that the results of 

Hurricane Carla has caused a con-
dition which is breeding mosqui - from the federal government to 
toes to the point that it is en- assist in eliminat1n·g this health 
dangering the health of our people hazard." .. . . · 
and livestock in J efferson County Gov. Darnel told Mr. Hicks ofti­
anrl surrounding area. Thereforr, cials in Austin already have in-
1 rr'l\lf'st that you use whalt>vrr stigated an investigation of the 

'means necessary to obtain aid area mosquito infestation. 
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Mosquitoes i 
Mosquito infestation in Jefferson 1 

and Chambers counties will re­
ceive the attention or a regional 
Civil Defense official this week­
end, according to a telegram sent 
to County Judge James A. Kirk­
land. 

George E. Hastings, acting di-I 
rector of Region 5, of the emer-· 

J g~n.cy planning office of. Denton's 
Ctvtl Defense center, w11I arrive 
Fri!}ay ,!1\orniog by· plane for a 
two-diiy':totit~of ;the· t n i e·s t e d 
areas. 

WEDNESDAY Gov. Price Dan-I 
iel asked the Pvesident to declare 
the two counties as major disas- · 
ter areas. 

If granted, such designation 
will permit use of federal disaster 
funds for control of the insects. 

The governor called Jefferson 
and Chambers counties "one of 
the heaviest mosquito infestations 
on record in this coastal area," 
the Associated Press reported. 

Mr. Hastings' office r e views 
possible emergency and disaster 
areas and administer P . L. 875, 
the law permitting their designa­
tion, for President Kennedy, t h e 
telegram said. 

R'obert Peel, senior sanitar ian of 
the S t ate Health Department, 1 

will accompany the Denton offi­
cial on the inspection. 

The wire was sent to J u d g e 
Kirkland by · James H. Garner, 
state coordinator of the division 
of defense and disaster relief. 
I --- - • • 

with Gov. Price Danie~ at Lib- TM •other ~attlemen were Ad· 

l
erty to ask him to urge President olph ·H·. -:Heiner, 'Beaumont, presi·· 
Kennedy to declare J e ff e r s on dent of 'C::.oastal ·_Ca,tfle~en's~ Ass~. 
,County a disaster area ;:> th~ ~ and W. S. Edwards ~nd Jamie 

l
federal aid may be made avail· ! Whit~ of Sto~e~. . . . · 
al:lle to fight mcsquitoes which are JEFFERSOl'i .COUNTY must be l 
killing cattle. 1 desi~ated. a ~sast~r area ·befo~e 

Mr Hicks said he would ask the ~unty can tece1ve fedetal aid 

]
Gov. 'Daniel to contact Gov. Jim- in th~ . fight ~gains~ mosquitoes, ; 
mie Davis in Baton Rouge to try Rep. Jack Brooks mformed Mr. 
to learn . whether Gov.-Davis also ·Hicks ·Monday ·nigpt: ·Mr: Brooks I 

I
, will seek to have Louisiana de- '. said,· the· .Air Force is ready to 
dared a disaster area. spray the councy, but fuhds .fqr . 

MR. HICKS WAS directed to · the spray have not been author· 
call the Te•;a~ governor during a ized. ' · 
\meeting of the executive com-1 Mr., tlicks declared it would be : 
mittee. B e n Rogers, pr~sident, g~ lfusiness· f?r th~ government 

1 

was in charge of the sess10n. to finance the spraymg. ,If coast-
Cale boornbos of Nederland, a al cattlemen lose $5 to $6 million, 

member of the Jefferson County i the loss . in . income taxes would 1 

Mosquito Control Council. one of be heavv.Mr. Hicks said. 

D ni~e l " . Asks 
,/.}· . 

wo- aunty 
D7 - /11";<,;T 1sasTer ag 

AUSTIN, July 11-Gov. Price 
Daniel Wednesday asked Presi­
dent John F. Kennedy to declare 
J efferson and Chamber counties 
as major disaster areas under 
Public Law 875 in order to make 
federal disaster funds available 
for mosquito control. 

The governor's office a c t e d 
upon the "urgent request of city 
and county officials in both coun­
ties," according to the state di­
vision of Defense and Disaster 
relief. 

Gravity Confirmed 
The agency said recent inspec­

tions of the area by State Health 
department technicians have con­
firm€d the seriousness of the sit­
uation. 

In his request to the president , 
Gov. Daniel pointed out that the 
infesta tion of mosquitoes by 
"their very density constitute a 
public health menace. It also 
threatens to seriously affect the 
economy of t'his area through the 
waste loss o'f cattle herds, since 
cattl e are actua lly dying of stran­
gula tion from breathing the mos­
quitoes." 

Count:vo Asks Aid 
Earlier, J effe>rson county author­

ities, terming the cou ty a dis­
aster areR," requested federal 
aid in achieving relief from the 
unusunl infestation of salt water 
mosquit oC's. 

The Port Arthur · Ch1ui1ber ·'of 
Commerce sent an appeal to Gov· j 

(See MOSQUITOES, Pag~~:~-

i Daniel to have the "disaster area" 
label applied here for mosquito 
work only. according to Lyle Vick­
rrs . manager , and Mayor H. A. 
Parker also conatcted the gover­
~or and U.S. Rep. Jack Brooks in 
behalf o[ re lief for local citizens. 

Cattlemen Hard-Hit 
Both the city and the rhamhcr 

offices have had frequent com­
plaints from local cattlemen con­
cerning the damaging mosquito 
invasion. 

Beaumont Chamber of Com­
merce officials and County Judge 
James A. Kirkland also appealed 
to Gov. Daniel after resolutions 
had been adopted in Beaumont 
concerning the situation. 

1 
Rep. Brooks, in reply to Mayor 

Parker's wire, answered that he ' 
would seek federal funds for the 
purchase of spray and that U. S. 
Air Force planes would be avail­
able to spra~ the infested areas 
as soon as the area gets the 
"disaster" designation. 

Others Ask Help 
It was learned that Chambers 

county officials have made simil­
ar requests of the governor and 
Cameron parish authorities have , 
requested action of Baton Rouge · 
to relieve them from their · 
pttght I 

Rep. Brooks said he had been 
, in close contact with ,Louisiana 
representatives and they would 
work together on this project 
which is common to both states. 

County officials have reported­
ly been advised by Gov. Daniel . 
that offi cials in Austin have al­
reany instigated an investigation 
of the area mosquito infestation. 

[3 of 4] 



MP;q~}Jo 
~~veV~v l s 
L 7- /.3 - ;u d 

aunc e 
George E. Hastings, acting di ­

rector of Region 5, 0 f f i c e of I 
Emergency Planning_ arrived in 
J efferson county today at 9:30 
a.m. to confer with officials on 
the heavy infestation of mosqui- 1 
toes in the area. I 

Hastings was met at the coun­
ty airport by Robert Teel, sen- I 
ior sanitarian of the State Health 
department, and the two w e n t 
immediately to the offices of the 
Mosquito Control district for a 
conference with George Thomp- J 

son, director. 
To Check Costs 

Hastings said he is seeking in- 1 

formation concerning "what has 
already been done to combat the 
infestation, how much money 
has been spent by the county and 
the state, how much damage the 
economy of the area has su ffered 
a t this time, an estimate of the 
damage that might be encoun­
tered if federal aid is not for~­
coming, and an estimatQ of &le 
amount of money that will 1pc 
necessary to r e I i e v e the situ­
ation." 

Hastings. Teel, Thompson, and 
Cale Doornbos area catt17h1an 
and a member of the board of ' 
directors of the Mosquito Control 
district, left at 10: 30 a.m. for a 
trip to the Sabine area where , 
Hastings said he wanted to in- , 
spect some of the critical areas I 
and to talk with cattlemen who 
have lost stock due to the insects. 

Chambers Tour Due 
Hasings was also due to tour 

(See l\IOSQUITO, Page 2) 

1 Chambers county but. e ff or.ts 
were being made thts mornmg 
to have ofCidals from that coun­
ty come to the county airport for 
a conference later in the day. 

"The epidemic situation is the 
J same in both ~ounti.es and in. the 
interest of saving time I beheve 
we could hold one meenng nere 
and get the job done,'' Hastings 
told Chambers county officials by 
telephone this morning. 

A conference has been set up 
for 2:30 p.m. at the airport when 
Congressman Jack Br!-JOks is due 
to arrive from Washington. 

To Go to Louisiana 
Hastings said he has a simi­

lar situation existing in Calca­
sieu and Cameron parishes in 
Louisiana and expects to confer 
with Louisiana officials in Lake 
Charles when he has complet­
ed his inspection here. 

Thompson said this morning 
that the · two breeds of mosqui­
toes predominate in the current 
heavy infest::1tion are the "psorod­
hora ciliata" and the "a e d e s 
sollicitans," the salt marsh mos­
quito. 

I The inspection tour by the fed­
eral official was precipitated by 
Gov. Price Daniel who, at the re­
quest of officials in Jefferson anrl 
CLamhcrs counties, askerl Pr<'si ­
cent Kennerly to declare the two 
counties a disasf·er area and to 
p1ovide relief from mosquitoes 
which arc causing unusual dam-
3J?f' to ca ttle herds . 

Estimates from the two Texas 
counties aml the two Louisiam1 
parishes have indicated rlamag­
fS running into the millions of 
rlollars in the loss of calves. and 
the loss of weight on heavier 
beef cattle since the heavy infes­
tcition developed several weeks 
ago. 
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U. S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, GALVESTON 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

606 SANTA FE BUILDING 
GALVESTON, TEXAS 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TO CONSIDER H*M~GMi IJi~r­

FOR P AfAC: S TEXAS AREA. -. 
111•t:n~: 

2 July 1962 

Pursuant to Public Law 71, 84th Congress, 1st Session, approved 15 June 
1955, the District Engineer will conduct survey investigations in the Palacios, 
Texas, ar~a t .o determine possible means of preventing or minimizing loss of life 
and damage to property result1ng from hurricanes • 

. 11' prd,ei;· that the investigation may fully cover the matter, a public hearing 
will b~ . held . in the AUDITORIUM of the EAST SIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, FOURTH AND 
JOHNSON STR.l~TS, PALACIOS, TEXAS, beginning at 10:00 A.M. on WEDNESDAY, 1 AUGUST 
1962. 

Section 2 of the authorizing act reads as follows: 

"Sec. 2 - Such survey, to be made under the direction of the Chief 
of Engineers, shall include the securing of data on the behavior and 
frequency of hurricanes, and the determination of methods of forecasting 
the~r paths and improving warning services, and of possible means of 
preventing loss of human lives and damages to property, with due considera­
tion of the economics of proposed breakwaters, seawalls, dikes, dams, and 
other . structures, warning services, or other measures which might be re­
quir·ed. n 

The purpose of the survey will be to determine whether improvements for 
hurricane flood protection in the Palacios area would be justified, that is, 
whether . the damages that would be prevented would exceed the cost of improve­
met\tS. Public Law 71 does not authorize Federal participation in the construction 
of hurr~cane flood protection projects. However, if the survey investigations 
reveal that protection would be economically justified, a survey report on the 
project would be transmitted to Congress. Federal participation in the cost of 
protective works could not be undertaken unless authorized by Congress. 

All iaterested parties are invited to be present or represented at the above . 
time and place including representatives of: Federal, State, county, and municipal 
agencies; commercial, industrial, civic, highway, railroad and water transporta­
tion interests; and property owners concerned. Those present will be afforded full 
9pp'Ortunity to express their views concerning the need for protection from storm 
and erosion damages caused by hurricanes, and of the character and extent of improve­
,m:ents desired. 

There is no existing Federal project for hurricane flood protection in the 
Palacios area. A locally constructed concrete seawall with a top elevation of 4~5 
feet above mean sea level extends about 6,000 feet along the bay front within the 
city limits. The seawall, completed in 1937, affords partial hurricane flood pro­
tection. It is understood that local interests will request complete protection 
from hurricane floods for the Palacios area. 
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Persons requesting improvements are urged to present factual material on 
the general plan of protection desired and to give detailed supporting data for 
economic justification of the desired improvements. Opposing interests, if any, 
should be prepared to give valid reasons for their positidn. Information furnished 
in support of impvovements should cover the following subjects: 

1. Description of the location, character, and extent of desired improvements. 

2. Description of the area that would be protected by proposed improvements. 
The description should include present residential, business and industrial develop­
ment; population; prospective future development; and property values. 

3. Information on past storms other than U. S. Weather Bureau data that 
have caused damage to the area. 

4. Description of the location, character, and extent of hurricane damages 
that might occur under present conditions. Examples of such damages are: Loss 
of life and hazards to health, physical damage .to fixed and movable property, 
business losses, evacuation and reoccupation costs, emergency measures to safe­
guard life and property. 

5. Discussion and monetary estimate of benefits to be derived from the pro­
posed improvements. 

6. The cooperation that local interests are prepared to offer that would · 
decrease the cost of work to the United States. The usual local cooperation re­
quirements for a hurricane flood protection project are that local interests will: 
(a) Provide without cost to the United States all lands, easements, and rights-of-
way, including borrow areas, and the relocation of buildings, pipelines and utili­
ties necessary for construction of the project when and as required; (b) Hold 
and save the United States free from any claims for damage due to the construction 
works; (c) Maintain and operate all of the works after completion of the project 
in accordance with regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the Army; and 
(d) Contribute not less than 30 percent of the first cost of the project with 
credit allowed for the fair value of lands, easements, rights-of-way and relocations. 
Offers of local cooperation should be submitted at the hearing, in writing, to­
gether with evidence showing that the agency offering the cooperation has the legal 
and financial ability to assume such responsibility. 

Oral statements will be heard but for accuracy of the record all important 
facts and arguments should be submitted in writing, in six complete copies. 
Written statements may be handed to the District Engineer at the hearing or 
mailed to him beforehand. 

Please bring the foregoing to the attention of persons known to you to be 
interested in the projecto 

2 

OSCAR C. TORBETT 
Lt Colonel, CE 
Deputy District Engineer 
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U. S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT,, GALVESTON 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

606 SANTA FE BUILDING 
GALVESTON,, TEXAS 

2 July 1962 

List of persons to whom was sent copy of Notice 
of Public Bearing to be held 1 August 1962 in 
Palacios,, Texas,, to consider hurricane flood 
protection for Palacios and Vicinity, Texas. 
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CONGRESSIONAL 

(Notice to each address) 

Lyndon B. Johnson, Vice President, 
John G. Tower, U.S. Senator, 
Ralph w. Yarborough " 

Business Address 

Washington, D.C. (LN) 
" " (J~N) 
II " (~N) 

Texas 
Home Address 

Johnson City 
Austin 
Austin 

Hon. 
Hon. 
Hon. 
Hon. 
Hon. 

John w. McCormack, Speaker,U.S.House of Rep., Washington,D.C.Boston, Mass. 
Clark W. Thompson " " " (2 ;:Ji,N) Galveston 

Hon. Dennis Chavez, Chairman, Committee on Public Works, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 

Hon. Charles A. Buckley, Chairman, Committee on Public Works, 
U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 

U. S. GOVERNMENT 

Corps of Engineers: 

Office of Chief of Engineers, u. s. Dept. of the Army, Bldg T-7, 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors, Temporary Building "C", 
2nd & Q Streets, s. w., Washington 25, D. c. (3 LN) 

Beach Erosion Board, 5201 Little Falls Road, Washington 16, D. C. (LN) 
Division Engineer, u. S. Army Engineer Division, Southwestern, 

Santa Fe Building, 1114 Connnerce St., Dallas 2, Texas (2 LN) 
Resident Engineer, u. S. Army Engineer Resident Office, P. O. Box 1421, 

Corpus Christi, Texas (LN) 

Department of Connnerce: 

Fort Worth District Officer, Coast and Geodetic Survey, P. o. Box 2195, 
Fort Worth, Texas (2 cys) 

Regional Engineer, Bureau of Public Roads, P. o. Box 12037, Fort Worth 16, 
Texas 

Division Engineer, Bureau of Public Roads, 404 VFW Bldg., Austin 14, Texas 
South Central Area Hydrologic Engineer, Weather Bureau Office, 507 u. s. 

Courthouse, Fort Worth 2, Texas (2 cys) 
Manager, Office of Field Services, u. s. Dept. of Commerce Field Office, 

Room 3•104 Merchandise Mart, Dallas 1, Texas 
Maritime Adndnistration, P. o. Box 674, New Orleans 7, Louisiana, 

Attn: Gulf Coast Director 
Chief, Hydrologic Service Division, U. s. Weather Bureau, 

Washington 25, D. c. 
Administrator's Office, Bureau of Public Roads, Matomic Building, 

1717 H Street, N. w~, Washington 25, D. C. (2 cys) 
The Director, Coast and. Geodetic Survey, U. S. Dept. of Commerce, 

Washington 25, D. c. 
Area Redevelopment Administration, 248 Casa Blanca, LFort Worth 7, Texas, 

Attn: Mr. Ray c. Morrison, Field Coordinator 
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Department of the Interior: 

The Secretary of the Interior, Department of the Interior, Washington 25, 
D. C. (14 cys) 

Chairman, Southwest Field Conunittee, U. S. Dept. of the Interior, 
Federal Bldg., Muskogee, Okla. 

Regional Director, Bureau of Reclamation, Old P. O. Bldg., P. O. Box 1609, 
7th and Taylor, Amarillo, .Texas (3 . cys) 

Area Administrator, Bureau of Land Management, Federal Center, Building 
No. 50, Denver, Colo. (3 cys) 

Regional Director~ Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, U. s. Fish & 
Wildlife Service, P. O. Box 1306, Albuquerque, New Mexico (3 cys) 

Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, U. S. Fish and Wildlife 8ervice, 
Rm. 1104 T. & P. Bldg., Fort Worth 2, Texas, . Attn: Mr. John G. Degani 

Regional Director, National Park Service, P. O. Box 1728, Santa Fe, 
New Mexico (2 cys) · 

District Engineer, u. s. Geological Survey, Surface Water Branch, 
807 Brazos St., kistin 14, Texas (3 cys) 

Supervisor, Oil and Gas Leasing Branch, Gulf Coast Region, u. S. 
Geological Survey, 204 Maritime Bldg., New Orleans 12, La. 

Administrator, Southwestern Power Administration, P. O. Drawer 1619, 
Tulsa 1, Okla. (2 cys) 

Region8l Director, Region IV, Bureau of Mines, 206 Federal Bldg., Bartlesville, 
Ckla. (2 cys) 

Miscellaneous Federal Agencies: 

Dept. of Agriculture Representative, AWR Basins Inter-Agency Conunitt~e, 
Soil Conservation Service, 15th & Quebec Sts., Tulsa 12, Okla. 
(15 cys) 

Regional Engineer, Region VII, Public Health Service, Dept. of Realth, 
Education, and Welfare, 1114 Commerce St., Dallas 2, Texas (4 cys) 

Commander, 8th Coast Guard District, Customhouse, New Orleans 16, La. 
(2 cys) 

Commandant, Eighth Naval District, Customhouse, New Orleans 16, La. 
Chief of Naval Air Advanced Training, U. S. Naval Air Station, Corpu,s 

Chris~i, Texas, Attn: Operations Officer 
Conunanding Officer, U. S. Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, Texas 

Attn: Boat Division 
Regional Engineer, Federal Power Commission, 289 University Plaza Bldg., 

100 North University Drive, Fort Worth 7, Texas (3 cys) 
Officer-in-Charge, u. S. Kydrbgraphic Office, Customhouse, New Orleans 

16, La. 
State Conservationist, Soil Conservation Service, U. s. Dept. of Agriculture, 

P. O. Box 417, Temple, Texas 
Federal Housing Administration, Federal Bldg., Corpus Christi, Texas 

2 
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SIATE OFFICIALS AND AGENCIES - T§XAS 

Hont Price Daniel, Governor of the State of Texas 
Lt. Governor, State of Texas 
Attorney General, State of Texas 
Dean of Engin.eering, University of Texas 
Chairman, State Department of Education 
Chairman, State Game and Fish Commission 
Chief Engineer, Texas Highway Departtient 
Chairman, State Railroad Commission 
Commissioner, General Land Office, State of Texas 
Commissioner, State Department of Agriculture 
Chairman, State _Board of Health 

Austin 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
II 

II 

II 

" 
Chairman, Texas Water Commission, P. O. Box 2311, Capitol Sta. (LN) " 
Executive Secretary, Texas S.tat.e Parks Board, 106 E. 13th St. rt 

Chairman, Texas Water Development Board, New State Of £ice Bldg. " 
John ft. Winters, State Dept. of Public Welfare " 
Hon. William L. McGill, State Coordinator, .<;ivUian 

Defense and Disaster Relief 
Director, Marine Laboratory, Texas Game and Pish 

Cornmiss.ion, P. o. Box 1117 
District Engineer, texas Highway Department, 

P. o. Box 1286 
Director, Coastal Diviston, State Game and Fish 

Commission, 1220 S. Staples St. 
Dean of Engineering, A & M College 
Committee on Texas M~rine Resources, P. o. Box 254, F.E. 
Bureau of Business Research, College of Business 

Administration, The University of Texas 

MEMBERS OF TEXAS STATE LEGISLATURE 

II 

Rockpor·t 

Houston 

Corpus ChriSti 
College Sta. 

" " 
Austin 

Hon. A. R. Schwartz, State Senator Galveston 
Hon. John A. Huebner, Sr., State Representative Bay City 
Chairman, W~ter Rights, Irrigation & Drainage Comm.,Tex. Senate Austin 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS - TEXAS 

Hon. J. J. Spurgeon, County Judge, Matagorda County Bay City 
Hon. Marvin L. Curtis, Mayor, City of Palacios, 313 Commerce 

Street Palacios 
Mr. George L, Harrison, County Commissioner Precinct Three 

Matagorda County , Palacios 
Mr. Bill Tillman, Coun.ty Commissioner, Precinct One, 

Matagorda County Bay City 
Mr. J. F. Williams·, County Commissioner, Precinct Two, 

Matagorda County ~.~¥.9~:~ 

3 
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The Postmaster Palacios 
Bay City 
Matagorda 

POSTMASTERS - TEXAS 

NAVIGATION .. ·DISTlUCTS 

Port Lavaca 
Port O'Connor 
Collegeport 

C.h4i~·n, ; Mat4gorda County Navigation l)iat·rict No. l, Palacios;: ·Texas 
C.hairm4,,1 Matagoi;da : County Navigat.ion Dis.trict No.. 2, Bay City, Texas 
Chainnan, ! Calhoun :Co.unty Navigation District, P. o. Box 437, Port Lavaca, Tex. 

NEWSPAPERS (TO THE EDITOR) 

The United Press International, 318 Norman .Bldg., 
Ross Ave. and Lamar Street 

The Associated Press, Times-Herald Bldg. 
The Oil & Gas Journal, 802 American Investors Bldg., 

Attn: District Editor 
Palacios Beacon 
Bay.City Tribune 
Houston Post 
Houston Chronicle 

Manager,- Radio Station KIOX 
Manager, Radio Station KVIC 
Manager, Radio Station KNAL 

RADIO STATIONS 

RAILROADS 

Dallas, Texas 
Dallas, Texas 

Houston 2,. Texas 
,Palacios, Texas 
Bay City, Texas 
Houston, Texas 
Houston, Texas 

Bay City, ·Texas 
Victoria, Texas 
Victoria, Texas 

Association of American Railroads, 916 s. P. Bldg., Houston, Texas 
Attn: Mr. c. E. Helmle, Chairman Zone 11, Comm. on Waterway 
Projects 

Association of American Railroads, 59 E. Van Buren St., Chicago, Ill. 
(4 cys) Attn: The Secretary, Engrg. Comm!" on Waterways & Fld. 
Control 

Kansas City Southern Railway Co., 114 West 11th St., Kansas City 6, 
Missouri, Attn: Chief Engineer 

Missouri-Kansas-Texas Lines, Railway Exchange Bldg., St. Louis, Mo., 
Attn: Chief Engineer 

4 

[4 of 7 back] 



RAILllOM>S (Cont'd) 

Missouri Pacific Lines, 1200 Missouri Paci·fic Bldg., St. Louis . 3, 
Missouri, Attn: Chief Engineer 

Santa Fe Lines, P. o. Box 629, Galveston, Texas, Attn: Chief Engineer 
Southern Pacific Lines, 913 Franklin Ave·., Plouston l, Texas 

Attn: ·chief Engineer · 
Texas & Pacific Ry. Co., 808 Fidelity Uniort Tower, Dallas, Texas, 

Attn: Chief Engineer 
Tex.as RaUroad Assoc., P. o. Box 117·," Austin 64, Texas, 

Attn: Mr. Gilbert Smith 

ORGANIZATIONS. 

lntracoastal Canal Assoc. of Louisiana &· Texas, 2211 Sout'h Coast Bldg., 
Plouston 2, Tex.as 

National and Regional Land and Water Organizations, Suite No. 3, 1215-16th 
St.,N. w. Washington 6, D.c., Attn: Chairman, Coordinating Committee 

National Reclamation Association, 897 National Press Bldg., 
Washington 4, D. c., Attn: Secretary-Manager 

National Resources Development Association, 518 Sharpe Bldg., Lincoln, 
Nebraska, Attn: Mr. John B. Quinn 

National Rivers & Harbors Congress·; 1028 Connecticut Avenue, N. W., 
Suite 523-A, Washington 6, D. c. 

Texas Game and Fish Commission Magazine, Walto.n Bldg., Austin, Texas, 
Attn: . Mr. L. A. Wilkie, Editor 

Texas Water Conservation Association, 607 Littlefield Building, 
Austin 1, Texas, Attn: General Manager · 

OIL AND PIPELlNE COMPANIES 

Brazos Oil & Gas Co., Div. of Dow Chemical Co., P. o. Box 22468, Plouston 27, 
Texas 

Houston Natural Gas Corp., 317 Main St. Palacios, Texas 
HUll}ble Oil & Ref. Co., P. o. Box 2180, Houston, Texas 

Attn: Chief Civil Engineer 
Magnolia· Pipeline Co., P. o. Box 900, Dallas 1, Texas 
Phillips Petroleum Co., 1015 First City National Bank Bldg., Plouston 2, Tex. · 
Stanolind Oil & Gas Co., P. O. Box 3092 Houston, Texas 
Superior Oil Co., 400 Oil &·Gas Bldg., Houston 2, Texas 
Tennessee Oil Ref. Co., Plant Supt., Palacios, Texas 
Texaco, Inc., P. o. Box 2332, Houst0n, Texas 
The Permian Corp., P. 0. Box 12385, J'.'lfouston 17, Texas 

5 
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NAVIGATION AND OT!IER BUS·INESS INTERESTS 

Alamo Barge Lines, 218 Oil & Gas. B1Qg., Kouston 2, Texas 
Anderson Petroleum Transport Co., Bank of the Southwest Bldg., Ho\lst·or,L, 

Texas, J.\t.tn:. Mr. Harry w. l\nderson · · 
Bauer Dredging Co., Ine., P. o .•. . ~ox BB, Port. Lavaca, Texas 
Brewster-Bartle Drilling. Co., 1912 Esperson Bldg., llouston 2, Texas . 
Brown & Root, Inc., P. o. Box. 3, ·Houston i, Texas 
Central Power & Light Co. Bay . City, .Texas 
Chamber of Conmerce, P .•. o. Box. 72, Palacios, Texas, _ Attn: ... D~. Norman . E •. Runyon, 

President · · 
Christie, Mitchell & Mitchdl, 12th Floor Houston Club Bldg., llouston 2, Texas 
c. I. o. Regional Director, 3011 Greenwood St .• , Dallas 1, Texas 
Crawford Packing Co., Palacios, Texas 
Cununins S_a_les ~- Servic.~, Inc. P •. o. B.ox 10338, Fort Worth 14, .Texa.s 
East Bay-co., Inc., First Street, Palacios, Texas 
Houston N.atural Ga~ Corl'.•, 317 ~in , .Stree~, Palacio$, Texas 
La Salle. Improvement Co., P. 0• Box 393, . Palaci.os, Texas 
Lockwood, Andrews, ic Newnam, P. o. Box · 1906, Victoria, Texas 
Maryland Casualty Co., 805 .Wire. Bldg., Washington 5, D, C, 
Matagorda, ~hell Co., Matagorda, Texas 
~al-Port Brick Co., Palacios, Texas 
Palacios, Freezer, :J,nc., P,, o •. Box 1548, · Palacios, ·· Teias 
Port Machine & Repair Co., Palacios, Texa·s · 
Rotary Clu~., . Palac~os, Texas · 
Star Crab Co., Palacios, Texas 
Texas Mid Coast. Water Development · Assoc., Palac.ios, Texas 
Texas Branch of A. F. of L., 1918 Live Oak St:reet, Dallas . l, Texas 
Texas Shrimp & Oyster Co., Palacios, Texas 
Tippetts-Abbett-McCarthy-Str~tton, 375 Park Avenue, · New York 22, N. Y. 

Attn: Mr. J. H. Stratton · 

INDIVIDUALS 

Allen Courts, 904 First St. ,. 
Homer E. Apericio, 1012 Ritchie Ave., 
L. N. Arlla, 416 E. Matagorda, 
Mrs. Carl Backen, 816 Cormnerce, 
S. D. Barber, 7 Main St~~et, · 
J. F. Barnett, 309 Welch Ave., 
P. M. Barnett, 107 Duson Ave., 
Henry T. Barr, 413 Humphrey Ave., 
Wallace Barr, 109 Co:rmnerce Ave., 
E. A. Barrett, 106 Welch Ave., 
Fred Barrett, 409 Johnson Ave., 
John Basford, Route 1, 
D. L. Batchelder, Star Route, 
Thelma Batchelder, Bayshore Drive, 
Fred A. Bates, 515 Lucas Ave., 
Vernon A. Bates, 302 Magnusson, 
Miss Bessie Belknap, 1311 Second St., 
Harold Bell, 400 Perryman Ave., 
B. L. Blackburn, 213 Commerce, 
Boaz Building Co., 300 East Qniversity, 
Mrs. F. J. Brhlik, 500 2nd St., 
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G. T. Brooking, 
M. M. Brooking, 714 Second St., 
N. I. Brotemarkle, 611 Third St., 
L. G. Brown, 1718 First St., 
Frank Buffaloe, Star Route, 
Hugh Buffaloe, 206 Magnusson, 
Cecil H. Burns, 308 E. University, 
Arnold Burton, 110 Main St., 
Mrs. John C. Cairnes 605 First St., 
Lane Calhoun, Texas Eastern Camp, 
H. C. Campbell, 801 First, 
Pablo O. Campos, 913 Moore Ave., 
M. O. Cavallin, 407 Morton Ave., 
Ennnett Chiles, Jr., 210 Commerce Ave., 
Robert Chritianson, 410 Third St., 
S. H. Clark, 426 Welch Ave. 
Glenn Claybourn, Motel Highway 35, 
Guy Claybourn, 118 So. Bay Blvd., 
Mr. K. Woolens Cobb, 511 Main St., 
Ed Collins, Turning Basin, 
Ward Cook, 219 Morton Ave., 
E. Rex Cooper, 706 Second St., 
C. W. Crawford, 302 Welch Ave., 
John L. Crawford 303 E. Elizabeth, 
Marvin L. Curtis, 311 Third St., 
Noel D. Curtis, 305 Magnusson Ave., 
L. D. Deadrick, 1117 Ritchie Ave., 
Dietrich Auto Sales, 800 Main St., 
Hugh Dismukes, Palacios Beacon, 
Jesse Dismukes, Palacios Beacon, 
A. E. Duffy, 308 So. Bay Blvd., 
Eleanor's Cleaners, 423 Commerce, 
Eleanor's Laundry, 421 Commerce, 
E. N. Falks, 203 E. Bay Blvd., 
E. M. Feather, 214 Duson Ave., 
T. W. Fields, 407 E. Bayshore, 
Bill Fletcher, 1010 First Street, 
Mrs. Dick Flores, 804 Commerce, 
M. Flores, 807 Main St., 
Ruel P. Foley, 806 Second St., 
George Frangullie, Star Route, 
Thomas Friery, Postmaster, 
Paul Geissler, 400 Henderson Ave., 
D. M. Green, 602 First Street, 
Gresham's Restaurant, Hiway 3S, 
W. T. Gunter, Jr., Route 1, 
Billy B. Hamlin, 316 Ritchie Ave., 
Byron Hamlin, SOS Lucas, 
Miss Claire Hanson, 206 Duson Ave., 
Ronald M. Harris, Route 1, 
Dr. John W. Hart, 304 4th St., 
Freeman Harvey, Route 1, 
Littleton Harvey, Route 1, 
W. R. Hasley,2409 Gray Ave., 
Richard E. Hazen, 508 Duson Ave., 
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R. G. Herlin, 316 Welch Avenue 
IUll Radio & T. V., , 809 Main St., 
George D. Holst, 1910 Gray Avenu~, 
Billy Holt, 410 Morton, 
Garrett Hope, 208 Lucas Avenue, 
Lo A. House, 205 5th Street, 
K. D. Huddleston, 206 Morton Avenue, 
E. L. Huffman, 2108 Ruthven Avenue, 
Fred Huitt, 405 E. Matagorda, 
Harold Hunt, 304 Matagorda, 
Hunts Food Market,708 Main Street, 
O. B~ Hunter,406 Johnson, 
George Hunter, 411 Fifth Street, 
Mike lngraf fia, 115 Duson Avenue, 
F. M. Jackson, 409 Matagorda Avenue, 
c. G. Jeffers, Star Route, 
Bernard Jensen, Camp Hulen, 
Ellis Jensen, Route .1, 
T. R. Godshalk, Box 1006, 
Guy Johrtson, Star Route, 
Charles Johnson, 809 Fourth Street, 
George Kana, 1106 Fourth Street, 
Jerome B. Kimball, 104 Welch Avenue, 
Byron R. King, 107 Lucas Avenue, 
King Oil Company, Highway 35 North, 
Mrs. J. L. Koerber, 208 Main Street, 
Mrs. Pearl Koontz, 1502 Fourth Street, 
Oswald Kubecka, Star Route, 
Stanley Kubela, Route 1, · 
G. G. Lawson, 1111 5th Street, 
Lawson ftardward, 5th at Connne;rce, 
Robert B. Lewis, 307 Magnusson Avenue, 
H. c. Lewis, 107 Morton Avenue, 
Loop Drive-Inn, 10th at Main, 
Dr. Henry D. Loos, Bayshore· Road, 
Fulton Lothridge, 501 First Street, 
A. E. Louderback, 214 So. Bay Blvd., 
John Louderback, Star Route, 
Woody Lowry, Star Route, · 
E. Lowry, Route 1, 
Charles M. Luther, 310 4th Street, 
Jerry Lyons, 209 Rorem Avenue, 
c. G. Maddox, Route 1, 
J. P. Maddox, 108 Humphrey Avenue, 
C. E. Martin, B.Y.P.U. Grounds, 
Eli Mayfield, 221 5th Street, 
Wylie Milam, 614 Second Street, 
E. T. Miller, 414 Morton Avenue, 
Paul L. Miller, 1201 Second, 
O. o. Mixon, 1111 2nd Street, 
Ivan Najvar, 510 Magnusson Avenue, 
R. ft. Neeley, 610 Third Street, 
Mrs. Oliver Nestor, 302 Moore, 
E. P. Noble, 114 Green Avenue, 
Ralph Newsom~ 408 Lucas Avenue, 
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S. T.- Ogles:b.y, Route 1, 
Ney Oldham, Jr., Hiway 35, 
Jack c. Partain, 215 E. Austin, 
Robert Partain, 311 Magnus~on, 
C. A. Paxton, 520 Welch Avenue, 
Jamed··.Penland 61Vs Second Street, 
J. M. Pennington, 615 First, 
Abel H. Pierce, Jr., 604 First Street, 
Pierce and Son, 1002 'First Street, 
Cornell Prindle, Post Office, 
Ramsey Gulf Station, 400 Main St., 
John F. Raasch, 601 First Street, 
Mrs~ . Patr.i .da G. Raplee, Box 937, 
J. N. Rice, Jr., 1010 First Street, 
J. N. Rice, Sr., Shell Pile, 
John C. Richards, 510 T~ird Street, 
John W. Richards, 110 Duson Avenue, 
Pat A. Richman, Route 1, 
Adolphus Rioux, 213 Fifth .Street, 
A. M. Rowton, 405 Lucas Avenue, 
Clarence Ripke, 510 Perryman, 
Norman E. Runyon, 418 Main, 
Mrs. Duncan Ruthven, 808 Connnerce, 
Mrs. G. A. Salisbury, 403 E. Bay Blvd., 
Granville Sanford, 816 Johnson Avenue, 
Mrs. P. T. Sartwell, 1203 Fourth Street, 
W. w. Scott, 502 E. Elizabeth, 
Garner C. Seaquist, Route 1, 
J. H. Shearer, 408~ Lucas Avenue, 
R. c. Shelton, 303 Magnusson, 
Will Sisco, Route 1, 
R. J. Sis.son, 410 Moore Avenue, 
Tom Slone, 801 Fourth Street, 
Esther Smith, 212 Morton Avenue, 
J. G. Smith, Jr., 311 Moore Avenue, 
Louie R. Smith, P. O. Box 672, 
Myron Spree, 604 First Street, 
Star Crab Company, Turning Basin, 
H. K. Stiles, Star Route, 
Richard c. Stone, 804 Magnusson, 
R. c. Talbot, ,402 Austin Avenue, 
Paul Talamadge, 611 Second Street, 
Manuel Tobias, 1116 Ritchie Avenue, 
P. R. Treacy, 206 Main Street, 
J. M. Treybig, 312 E. Matagorda, 
Mrs. B. W. Tr~ll, 404 Fourth Street, 
R. B • . Trull, 303 East Bay Blvd., 
Will Turner, 
Mrs. J. R. Wagner, 307 Fourth Street, 
Mrs. M. E. Walker, 1722 Firs~ Street, 
Hugh M. Wallis, 406 Moore, 
Miss Helen Ward, 210 Fourth Street, 
Leonard Watson, Wagner General Hospital, 
E.. F. Wehmeyer, 109 Morton, 
J. c. White, Jr., 114 Welch, 
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Wickham Plumbing Co., Route 1, 
s. W. Wilson, 800 Fourth Street, 
w. L. Wilson, 108 Moore, 
Sam Wolstein, 524 Main Street, 
Ford Hudson, c/o Wendell Construction, 
J. E. Cornett 
Al Hurta 
Mrs. A. R. Matthes 
A. B. Pierce 
Mrs. Adelaide Pierce 
Vic Tobola 
Abner M. Ussery 
v. L. Bowers 
c. M. Corporon 
Ira M. Corporon 
M. A. Ellis 
Gus Franzen 
Billy Halfen 
I. E. Hansen 
Margaret Holsworth 
M. s. Holsworth 
Thomas Holsworth 
Pat C. Jenkins 
F. A. Kirig 
Fred R. 'Law 
R. E. McKinney 
Dean Merk 
John M. Merk 
Ben R. Mowery 
J. R. Murry 
Roy Nelson 
Fred Roesler 
Clive Runnels, Jr. 
L. C. Smith 
Clyde Ware 
Gerald Wells 
C. J. Williams 
J. K. Wil.liams 
W. B. Williams 
Jack Cole, She~iff's Office, 
Richard c. Gusman, 3200 13th, 
P. R. Hannnel, Bay · City Bank & Trust, 
J. C. Lew.is, First National Bank 
Escher McDonald, First National Bank 
Omer F. Poorman, 3100 13th Street, 
E. B. Reddoch, 1705 Short, 
Otis Russell, Box 768, 
J. w. Sanders, 2218 Norvelle. 
James H. Selkirk, 721 7th Street, 
O. B. Stanley, 3121 Wyatt, 
Bert T. Steves, 901 ~ 5th, 

Guenther ~~ Stieghorst, 2804 5th, 
Frank Taylor, 1201 W. 7th, 
Gene Taylor, 1301 W. 7th, 
Glen White, 1405 Cottonwood, 
Lester Settegast, 2010 Bank of Southwest 
M. Tange, 7511 Joplin Street, lO 
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I thought you weulcl li$te to b.avo this f.o• ,..a 
ill•" 

Sin.c•z•ly. 

~~JofaaaOD 
The Hoao•&»J.• Prlce Daniel 
Gevara•~ of Tem 
Atia.tin, Texas 
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July 6, 1962 

Dear Mr. Boyd: 

In the temporary absence of the Vice President, 
I am respondiag to your request for the euctmeat of 
legtslatlon to provlde federd insurance against disasters 
such as you describe. 

Sina;, the Vice Presldent ls no longer a meni>er 
of the Senate, be has oo authority to 1111tlate leglalaitoo 
or to participate la leglslattve procedures (e:zcept ln the 
case of a tie vote). 

If you have not already done m • I would 
suggest you commun1cate with your Seaatora and Con­
gressman about the matter. 

Mr. Nathaniel W. Boyd 
51 E. Washington Lane 
Phlladelphla 44, Pennsylvania 

ACP:dlc 

Sincerely, 

Ai1:hur C. Perry 
Assistant to tbe 
Vice President 

JJISA TER 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PLANNING 

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

DISASTER 

APR 61962 

Mr. Clifton C. Carter 
Assistant to the Vice President 
United States Senate 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

This letter is in response to your request for information regarding 
tax relief for residents of Cameron, Hidalgo and Willacy Counties in 
southern Texas, in which the citrus crop has been severely damaged 
due to a January freeze. Your question was whether, if a request were 
made by the Governor of Texas for the declaration of a major disaster, 
an affirmative recommendation could be expected, which would result 
in the requested tax relief. 

The tax bill covering casualty losses (Public La 87-426, dated March 31, 
1962) provides for an amendment to Section 165 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1954. It allows for deduction for the previous taxable year of 
certain casualty losses occurring between January 1 and the date prescribed 
for filing and "occurring in an area subsequently determined by the 
President of the United States to warrant assistance by the Federal 
Government under Section 1855 -1855g of Title 42." This citation refers 
to the Federal Disaster Relief Act, Public Law 81-875. 

It is our position that, while a Presidential declaration would give rise 
to the necessary tax relief, the declaration itself cannot rest upon that 
fact, but must relate to the language and intent of Public Law 81-875. 

A request for a major disaster declaration under the provisions of 
PL 81-875 requires the following under the language of that Act: 

1. A certification by the Governor of 11the need for disaster assistance 
under this Act. u 

2. Assurance by the Governor of "expenditure of a reasonable amount 
of funds of the government of such State, local governments therein, 
or other agencies, for the same or similar purposes with respect 
to such catastrophe; •••• 11 
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3. The determination by the President that the disaster is "of 
sufficient severity and magnitude to warrant disaster assistance 
by the Federal Government to supplement the efforts and avail­
able resources of States and local governments in alleviating 
the damage, hardsh ip, or suffering caused thereby ..•. 11 

The principal effect of PL 81-875, if it is invoked in a disaster, is to 
provide for Federal financial assistance for meeting the effects of the 
disaster upon public facilities of local governments and for performing 
debris clearance and protective work. There are a few activities by 
other Federal agencies which require a major disaster declaration 
under PL 81-875, but these are not applicable to a freeze situation. 

In agricultural disasters the principal assistance is furnished by the 
Secretary of Agriculture under statutory authorities of his Department. 
In the case of tree and crop lo_sses due to freeze, the assistance is 
furnished in the form of agricultural loans available through the 
Farmers Home Administration. These loan may be authorized by 
the Secretary of Agriculture without the declaration of a major disaster 
under Public Law 81-875. This loan program has been continuously 
in effect in the three counties named above since August 25, 1961, 
because of unfavorable weather conditions. The Department of 
Agriculture informs us there are 54 counties in Texas now eligible 
under this emergency loan program as the result of unfavorable 
weather conditions. 

We regret our inability, on the basis of known facts, to recommend 
that the President declare a major disaster under PL 81-875. 

Sincerely, 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF EMERGENCY PLANNING 

WASHINGTON 25, D .C . 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

.Mr. Clifton C. Carter 
Assistant tQ the Vice Pr.,sident 
United State& Senate 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Carter: 

APR 61962 

Thia lotter is in reaponae to you:t request for information regarding 
tax relief for residents of Cameron, !-lidalgo and WUlacy Counties in 
southern Texae, in which the cltrut crop has been severely damaged 
due to a January freeze. Your question was whether, U a requoat were 
made by the Governor ol Texas tor the declaration of a major disaster, 
an a.ffbma.tivo recommendation could be expected, which 'WOul.d result 
in the requeated tax relief. 

The ~ bill covering casualty loeaes (Public Law 87 .. 426, dated Mardi 31, 
1962) provides for an amendment to Section 165 of the Internal Revenue 
Codo of 1954. It allows for deduction for the previous taxable year of 

-- certain caeualty loaaea occurring between J'at.nuary 1 ·and the date prescribed 
for filing and "occurring in an area subsequently deter-mined by the 
President of the United States to warrant a.seletance by the Federal 
Government unde1!' Section 1855·1855g of Title 42." This cltatlon rofere 
to the Federal Dieaster Relief Act, Pu.blle Law 81-875. 

It is our position _that, while a Presidentlal dedaration would give rise 
to the necessary tax relief, tho declaration lteelf cannot rest upon that 
fact, but must relate to the language and intent of Public Law 81-875. 

A request for a. major dieaater declaration under tho provhiona of 
PL 81·875 requires, the following under the language 0£ that Act: 

1. A certification by the Governor of "the need for disaster aasistanco 
under thie Act. " 

2. Assurance by the Governor of "expenditure of a reasonable amount 
of funds of the government of such State, local governments therein. 
or other agencies, for the same or slmlla.r purpoaee with respect 
to such catastrophe; •••• " 
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3. The determination by the President that the disaster is "of 
sufficient severity and magnitude to warrant disaete:r assistance 
by the Federal Government to supplement the efforts and avail­
able resources of States and local governments in alleviating 
the damage, hardship, or suffering caused thereby •••• u 

The principal effect of PL 81-875, if it is invoked in a disaster, is to 
provide for Federal financial assistance for meeting the effects of the 
disaster upon public faci~ities of local governments and for performing 
d~bris clearance and protective work. There are a few activities by 
other Federal. agencies which require a major disaster declaration 
under PL 81-875, but these are not applicable to a freeze situation. 

In agricultural disasters the principal assistance is furnished by the 
Secretary of Agriculture under statutory authorities of his Department. 
In the case of tree and crop losses due to freeze, the assistance is 
furnished in the form of agricultural loans available through the 
Farmers Home Adminfstra~on. These loans· may be authorized by 
the Secretary of Agriculture without the declaration of a major disaster 
under Public Law 81-875. This loan program has been continuously 
in effect in the three counties named above. sinee Augu11t ZS, 1961, 
because of unfavorable weather conditions. The Dep~rtment of 
Agriculture informs us there are 54 counties in Texas now eligible 
under this emergenc;_y loan program as the result of unfavorable 
weather conditions. , 

We regret our inability, on the basis of known facts, to recommend 
that the President declare a major disaster under PL 81-875. 

Sincerely, 

Edward A. McDermott 
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February 28, 1962 

My dear Mr. Chancellor: 

In recent days, lt bas been my pleasure to receive and to turn 
over to the proper authorities for distribution a total of D 720, 725. 43, 
donated by the eop~e of V est Berlin fo relief of the victlrns of Hurricane -
Qlrla la my home s tat of Texas . 

Now I read in the newspapers of the fioods inundating portions of 
Hamburg and other river cities and my thoughts tamed immediately to the 
contributions gathered by the ne ~ a 1>er. Berliner ·•orgenpost, from your 
warmhearted peop · • 

The contributions were one of the greatest demonstrations of 
friendship and generosity by people of one nation for .those of another that 
It ba8 ever been my privilege to witness . 

It ls my fervent hope that the damage done by the ftoods ls not as 
bad as Indicated. that the people bad sufficient warntag so that the danger 
zone was evacuated with a mbdmum of loss and that homes and industries 
can be put back IDto service with a minimum f dismptlon. 

I know the stalwart character of your people and their immense 
capacity to recover from dlsaster and I know that they will meet this blow 
with undaunted action. 

1th warmest regards, 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
His Bscellency Dr. Konrad Adenauer 
Cbancellor 'of the Pederal Republic of Germany 
Bonn, Germany 
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