
' (

6 '^  ~T

1963

N o v e m b e r  22nd (jOVAO

It a l l  b e g a n  so  b e a u t i fu l ly .  A f te r  a  d r i z z l e  in  th e  m o r n in g ,  th e  

s u n  c a m e  ou t b r ig h t  an d  b e a u t i fu l .  We w e r e  go ing  in to  D a l l a s .  In  the  

l e a d  c a r ,  P r e s i d e n t  an d  M r s .  K en n ed y , Jo h n  and  N e l l i e ,  and  th e n  a  

S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  c a r  fu l l  of m e n ,  and  th e n  o u r  c a r  - -  L y n d o n  an d  m e  and  

S e n a to r  Y a r b o r o u g h .  T h e  s t r e e t s  w e r e  l in e d  w ith  p e o p le  - -  lo ts  and  

lo t s  of p e o p le  - -  th e  c h i ld r e n  a l l  s m i l in g ,  p l a c a r d s ,  c o n fe t t i ,  p e o p le  

w a v in g  f r o m  w in d o w s .  O ne  l a s t  h ap p y  m o m e n t  I had  w as  lo o k in g  up 

\ an d  s e e in g  M a r y  G r i f f i th  le a n in g  ou t o f  a  w indow w av in g  a t  m e .  M a r y

' f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  h ad  b e e n  in  c h a r g e  of a l t e r i n g  th e  c lo th e s  w h ich  I

p u r c h a s e d  a t  a  D a l la s  s t o r e .

T h e n  a l m o s t  a t  th e  edge  of tow n, on o u r  w ay  to  th e  T r a d e  M a r t

w h e r e  w e  w e r e  going  to  h a v e  th e  lu n c h eo n ,  w e w e r e  ro u n d in g  a  c u rv e ,  

go ing  dow n a  h i l l ,  an d  su d d e n ly  t h e r e  w as  a  s h a r p  loud  r e p o r t  - -  a  sh o t .

It  s e e m e d  to  m e  to  c o m e  f r o m  a  b u i ld in g  f r o m  th e  r i g h t  ab o v e  m y  

s h o u ld e r .  T h e n  a  m o m e n t  and  th e n  tw o m o r e  s h o ts  in  r a p i d  s u c c e s s io n .  

T h e r e  h ad  b e e n  s u c h  a  g a la  a i r  th a t  I th o u g h t  i t  m u s t  b e  f i r e c r a c k e r s  

o r  s o m e  s o r t  o f c e l e b r a t i o n .  T h e n  th e  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  m e n  w e r e  su d d en ly  

dow n in  th e  l e a d  c a r .  I h e a r d  o v e r  th e  r a d io  s y s t e m ,  " L e t ' s  g e t  ou t of 

h e r e ,  " and  o u r  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  m a n  who w as  w ith  us  (Rufe Y oungblood ,

I b e l i e v e  i t  w a s )  v a u l te d  o v e r  th e  f r o n t  s e a t  on top  of L yndon , th re w
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h im  to  th e  f lo o r ,  an d  s a id ,  " G e t  d o w n .”

S e n a to r  Y a rb o r o u g h  a n d  I d u c k e d  o u r  h e a d s .  T h e  c a r  a c c e l e r a t e d  

t e r r i f i c a l l y  f a s t  - -  f a s t e r  an d  f a s t e r .  T h e n  su d d e n ly  th e  b r a k e s  w e r e  pu t 

on  so  h a r d  th a t  I w o n d e re d  i f  w e w e r e  go ing  to  m a k e  i t  a s  we w h e e le d  le f t  

an d  w e n t  a r o u n d  th e  c o r n e r .  We p u l le d  up to  a  b u i ld in g .  I lo o k e d  up and  

saw  a  s ig n  " H o s p i t a l . "  O n ly  th e n  d id  I b e l ie v e  th a t  th i s  m ig h t  b e  w h a t  i t  

w a s ,  Y a rb o r o u g h  k e p t  on sa y in g  in  a n  e x c i t e d  v o ic e ,  "H av e  th e y  s h o t  the  

P r e s i d e n t ? "  I s a id  s o m e th in g  l ik e ,  "N o , i t  c a n ' t  b e . "

As w e g ro u n d  to  a  h a l t  - -  w e  w e r e  s t i l l  th e  t h i r d  c a r  - -  S e c r e t  

S e r v i c e  m e n  b e g a n  to  p u l l ,  l e a d ,  gu ide  and  h u s t l e  us  o u t .  I c a s t  one 

l a s t  lo o k  o v e r  m y  s h o u ld e r  and  saw  in  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  c a r  a  b u n d le  of 

p in k , j u s t  l ik e  a  d r i f t  o f  b l o s s o m s ,  ly in g  on th e  b a c k  s e a t .  I th in k  i t  

w a s  M r s .  K e n n ed y  ly in g  o v e r  th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  b o d y . T h ey  le d  u s  to  th e  

r i g h t ,  th e n  to  th e  le f t  and  th e n  o n w a rd  in to  a  q u ie t  r o o m  in  th e  h o s p i t a l  - -  

a  v e r y  s m a l l  r o o m .  It w a s  l in e d  w ith  w h ite  s h e e t s ,  I b e l i e v e .

P e o p le  c a m e  an d  w e n t  - -  K en n y  O 'D o n n e l l ,  C o n g r e s s m a n  T h o r n -  

b e r r y ,  C o n g r e s s m a n  J a c k  B r o o k s .  A lw ay s  t h e r e  w as  R ufe  r i g h t  t h e r e  

a n d  E m o r y  R o b e r t s ,  J e r r y  K iv e t t ,  L e m  Jo h n s  and  W oody T a y lo r .  T h e r e  

w a s  t a l k  a b o u t  w h e r e  w e w ould  go - -  b a c k  to  W ash in g to n ,  to  th e  

p la n e ,  to  o u r  h o u s e .  P e o p le  sp o k e  of how w id e s p r e a d  th is  m a y b e .
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N o v e m b e r  22nd (con tinued )
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T h ro u g h  i t  a l l ,  L y n d o n  w as  r e m a r k a b l y  c a lm  and  q u ie t .  H e  s a id  w e  h a d  

b e t t e r  m o v e  th e  p la n e  to  a n o th e r  p a r t  o f th e  f i e ld .  H e sp o k e  o f  go ing  b a c k  

o u t  to  th e  p la n e  in  b l a c k  c a r s .  E v e r y  fa c e  th a t  c a m e  in , you s e a r c h e d  fo r  

th e  a n s w e r s  you m u s t  know . I th in k  th e  fa c e  I k e p t  s e e in g  i t  on  w a s  th e  

f a c e  of K en n y  O 'D o n n e l l  w ho lo v e d  h im  so  m u c h .

I t  w a s  L y n d o n  a s  u s u a l  w ho th o u g h t  o f  i t  f i r s t ,  a l th o u g h  I w a s n ' t  

go ing  to  l e a v e  w ith o u t  d o in g  i t .  He s a id ,  "Y o u  had  b e t t e r  t r y  to  s e e  i f  

you  c a n  s e e  J a c k i e  an d  N e l l i e . ” We d id n ' t  know w h a t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  to  

Jo h n .  I a s k e d  th e  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  m e n  i f  I co u ld  b e  ta k e n  to  t h e m .  T h ey  

b e g a n  to  l e a d  m e  up one  c o r r i d o r ,  b a c k  s t a i r s ,  an d  dow n a n o th e r .  

S u d d e n ly  I found  m y s e l f  f a c e  to  fa c e  w ith  J a c k ie  in  a  s m a l l  h a l l .  I 

th in k  i t  w a s  r i g h t  o u ts id e  th e  o p e r a t in g  r o o m .  Y ou a lw a y s  th in k  of 

h e r  - - o r  s o m e o n e  l ik e  h e r  - - a s  b e in g  in s u la te d ,  p r o t e c t e d ;  sh e  w as  

q u i te  a lo n e .  I d o n ' t  th in k  I e v e r  saw  anyone  so  m u c h  a lo n e  in  m y  l i f e .

I w e n t  up to  h e r ,  p u t  m y  a r m s  a ro u n d  h e r  an d  s a id  s o m e th in g  to  h e r .

I 'm  s u r e  i t  w a s  s o m e th in g  l ik e  "G o d  h e lp  us  a l l ,  " b e c a u s e  m y  fe e l in g s  

f o r  h e r  w e r e  too  tu m u l to u s  to  p u t  in to  w o r d s .

A nd  th e n  I w en t in  to  s e e  N e l l i e .  T h e r e  i t  w a s  d i f f e r e n t ,  b e c a u s e  

N e l l ie  and  I h a v e  gone th r o u g h  so  m a n y  th in g s  t o g e th e r ,  s in c e  1938. I 

h u g g ed  h e r  t ig h t  and  w e  b o th  c r i e d  and  I s a id ,  " N e l l ie ,  i t ' s  go ing  to  be
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a l l  r i g h t .  ( T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  en ough  b a d  th a t  h a s  a l r e a d y  h a p p e n e d ."  It

w a s n ' t  th e  P r e s i d e n t  I w a s  th in k in g  a b o u t .  I t  w a s  K a th le e n ,  of c o u r s e .

A nd N e l l ie  s a id ,  " Y e s ,  J o h n 's  go ing  to  b e  a l l  r i g h t . "  A m o n g  h e r  m a n y

o th e r  f in e  q u a l i t i e s ,  sh e  i s  a l s o  to u g h .

T h e n  I t u r n e d  and  w e n t  b a c k  to  th e  s m a l l  w h ite  r o o m  w h e r e  L yndon

w a s .  M r .  K ild u ff  a n d  K en n y  O ’D o n n e l l  w e r e  c o m in g  an d  go ing . I th in k

i t  w a s  f r o m  K e n n y 's  fa c e  an d  K e n n y 's  v o ic e  t h a t  I f i r s t  h e a r d  th e  w o r d s ,

" T h e  P r e s i d e n t  is  d e a d .  " M r .  K ild u ff  e n t e r e d  an d  s a id  to  L yndon ,

" M r .  P r e s i d e n t . "

I t  w a s  d e c id e d  th a t  w e  w ou ld  go im m e d ia t e ly  to  th e  a i r p o r t .

Q u ic k  p la n s  w e r e  m a d e  a b o u t  how to  g e t  to  th e  c a r .  Who w a s  to  r i d e

in  w h a t .  G e t t in g  ou t o f  th e  h o s p i t a l  an d  in to  th e  c a r s  w a s  one of th e

s w i f t e s t  w a lk s  I h a v e  e v e r  m a d e .  We got in .  L y n d o n  s a id  to  s to p

th e  s i r e n s .  W e d ro v e  a lo n g  a s  f a s t  a s  w e  c o u ld .  I lo o k ed  up a t  a

b u i ld in g  an d  t h e r e  a l r e a d y  w a s  a  f la g  a t  h a l f m a s t .  I th in k  th a t  i s

w h en  th e  e n o r m i t y  of w h a t  h ad  h a p p e n e d  f i r s t  s t r u c k  m e .

W hen  w e go t to  th e  f ie ld ,  w e e n t e r e d  A i r p la n e  #1 f o r  th e  f i r s t

t i m e .  T h e r e  w a s  a  T .  V . s e t  on and  th e  c o m m e n ta to r  w as  s a y in g ,

" L y n d o n  B .  J o h n s o n ,  now P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s . "  T h e y  w e r e

s a y in g  th e  p o l ic e  h ad  a  s u s p e c t .  T h e y  w e r e  n o t s u r e  he  w a s  th e

a s s a s s i n .  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  h ad  b e e n  sh o t  w ith  a  3 0 3 0  r i f l e .  O n  th e

p la n e ,  a l l  th e  s h a d e s  w e r e  lo w e r e d .  We h e a r d  th a t  w e  w e r e  going
-  4 -
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N o v e m b e r  22nd (con tinued )

to  w a i t  f o r  M r s .  K e n n ed y  an d  th e  c o ff in .  T h e r e  w as  a  te le p h o n e  c a l l  

to  W a sh in g to n  - -  I  b e l i e v e  to  th e  A t to r n e y  G e n e r a l .  I t  w a s  d e c id e d  th a t  

h e  sh o u ld  b e  s w o r n  in  in  D a l la s  a s  q u ic k ly  a s  p o s s ib l e  b e c a u s e  of n a t io n a l  

im p l i c a t i o n s ,  an d  b e c a u s e  w e d id  n o t  know how w id e s p r e a d  th i s  in c id e n t  

w a s  a s  to  in te n d e d  v i c t i m s .  J u d g e  S a r a h  H u g h e s ,  a  F e d e r a l  Ju d g e  in  

D a l l a s  - -  an d  I a m  g lad  i t  w a s  sh e  - -  w a s  c a l l e d  to  c o m e  in  a  h u r r y .

W e b o r r o w e d  a  B ib le .

M r s .  K e n n ed y  h a d  a r r i v e d  b y  th i s  t i m e ,  a s  had  th e  co ffin ;  and  

t h e r e  in  th e  v e r y  n a r r o w  c o n f in e s  o f  th e  p la n e  - -  w i th  J a c k i e  on h is  

l e f t  w i th  h e r  h a i r  f a l l in g  in  h e r  f a c e ,  b u t  v e r y  c o m p o s e d ,  an d  m e  on 

h i s  r i g h t ,  Ju d g e  H u g h e s ,  w ith  th e  B ib le ,  in  f r o n t  of h im  an d  a  c l u s t e r  

o f  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  p e o p le  an d  C o n g r e s s m e n  w e had  know n fo r  a  long  

t i m e  a ro u n d  h im  - -  L y n d o n  to o k  th e  o a th  of o f f ic e .

I t ’s odd th e  l i t t l e  th in g s  th a t  c o m e  to  y o u r  m in d  a t  a  t im e  l ik e  

th a t  a n d  th e  m o m e n ts  o f  d e e p  c o m p a s s io n  you h a v e  fo r  p e o p le  who a r e  

r e a l l y  no t a t  th e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  t r a g e d y .  I h e a r d  a  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  m a n  

s a y  in  th e  m o s t  d e s o l a t e  v o ic e  (and  I h u r t  f o r  h im ):  "W e n e v e r  l o s t  a  

P r e s i d e n t  in  th e  S e r v ic e ,  ” ( c m ^ th e n  P o l i c e  C h ie f  C u r r y  o f  D a l la s  c a m e  

on th e  p la n e  and  s a id  to  M r s .  K en n ed y ,  " M r s .  K en n ed y , b e l ie v e  m e ,  

w e  d id  e v e r y th in g  w e p o s s ib ly  c o u l d . ” G od, th a t  w as  a  b r a v e  th in g  

f o r  th a t  m a n  to  do .

1963 •.
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W e a l l  s a t  a ro u n d  th e  p la n e .  We h ad  a t  f i r s t  b e e n  q u ic k ly  u s h e r e d  

in to  th e  m a in  p r i v a t e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a b in  on  th e  p la n e  - -  o u t of w h ic h  we 

v e r y  q u ic k ly  got w h en  w e saw  w h e r e  w e w e r e  b e c a u s e  th a t  i s  w h e r e  M r s .  

K e n n ed y  sh o u ld  b e .  T h e  c a s k e t  w as  in  th e  h a l l .  I w e n t  in  to  s e e  M r s .

K e n n ed y  an d  th o u g h  i t  w a s  a  v e r y  h a r d  th in g  to  do , sh e  m a d e  i t  a s  e a s y  

a s  p o s s i b l e .  She  s a id  th in g s  l ik e ,  "O h , L a d y  B i r d ,  i t ' s i'^lvmyo fle oAr^  

^ e 'v e ^ l i k e d  you tw o so  m u c h . "  She  s a id ,  "O h, w h a t  i f  I h ad  n o t  b e e n  /

t h e r e .  I ’m  so  g lad  I w a s  t h e r e . "  I r e m e m b e r  th in g s  I s a id .

• I lo o k e d  a t  h e r .  M r s .  K e n n e d y 's  d r e s s  w a s  s ta in e d  w ith  b lo o d .

O n e  le g  w as  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  c o v e r e d  w ith  i t  and  h e r  r i g h t  g love  w as  

c ak ed ^ ( th a t  im m a c u la t e  w o m a n ^ f^  w as  c a k e d  w ith  b lo o d  - -  h e r  h u s b a n d 's  

b lo o d .  She a lw a y s  w o r e  g lo v es  l ik e  sh e  w a s  u s e d  to  t h e m .  I n e v e r  

c o u ld .  Som ehow  th a t  w a s  one  of th e  m o s t  p o ig n a n t  s ig h ts  - -  e x q u is i t e ly  

d r e s s e d  and  c a k e d  in  b lo o d .  I a s k e d  h e r  i f  I c o u ld n 't  g e t  s o m e o n e  in  to  

h e lp  h e r  c h a n g e  a n d  s h e  s a id ,  "O h, no .  P e r h a p s  l a t e r  I ' l l  a s k  M a r y  

G a l l a g h e r  b u t  no t r i g h t  n o w ."  A nd th e n  w ith  s o m e th in g  - -  if ,  w ith  a  

p e r s o n  th a t  g e n t le ,  th a t  d ig n if ie d ,  you  c a n  s a y  h ad  a n  e l e m e n t  of 

f i e r c e n e s s ,  sh e  s a id ,  " I  w a n t  th e m  to  s e e  w h a t  th e y  h a v e  done  to  J a c k . "

S h e  s a id  a  lo t  of o th e r  th in g s  l ik e ,  "W h a t i f  I h ad  n o t  b e e n  t h e r e .

O h, I 'm  so  g lad  I w a s  t h e r e , "  and  a  lo t  of o th e r  th in g s  th a t  m a d e  i t  so
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N o v e m b e r  22nd (c o n t in u e d )

m u c h  e a s i e r  f o r  u s .  "O h , L a d y  B i r d ,  w e 'v e  a lw ay s  l ik e d  you b o th  so  m u c h . "  

I t r i e d  to  e x p r e s s  s o m e th in g  of how w e f e l t .  I s a id ,  "O h, M r s .  K enn ed y , 

you  know w e n e v e r  e v e n  w a n te d  to  b e  V ic e  P r e s i d e n t  an d  now, d e a r  God, 

i t ' s  c o m e  to  t h i s . "  I w ou ld  h a v e  done  an y th in g  to  h e lp  h e r ,  b u t  t h e r e  w as  

n o th in g  I co u ld  do to  h e lp  h e r ,  so  r a t h e r  q u ic k ly  I l e f t  and  w e n t  b a c k  to  the  

m a i n  p a r t  o f  th e  a i r p l a n e  w h e r e  e v e r y o n e  w a s  s e a te d .

T h e  r i d e  to  W a sh in g to n  w a s  s i l e n t ,  s t r a i n e d  - -  e a c h  s i t t in g  w ith  

h is  own th o u g h ts .  O ne o f m in e  w as  s o m e th in g  I h ad  s a id  a b o u t  L y n d o n  a  

lo n g  t im e  ag o  - -  t h a t  h e ' s  a  good m a n  in  a  t ig h t  s p o t .  I e v en  r e m e m b e r  

one l i t t l e  th in g  he  s a id  in  th a t  h o s p i t a l  r o o m  - -  " T e l l  th e  c h i l d r e n  to  g e t  

a  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  m a n  w i th  t h e m .  "

F in a l l y  w e  got to  W ash in g to n  w i th  a  c l u s t e r  of p e o p le  w a tc h in g .

M an y  b r i g h t  l i g h t s .  T h e  c a s k e t  w e n t  off f i r s t ,  th e n  M r s .  K en n ed y .  T he 

f a m i ly  had  c o m e  to  jo in  t h e m  an d  th e n  w e  fo l lo w e d .  L y n d o n  m a d e  a  v e r y  

s im p le ,  v e r y  b r i e f  and  I th in k  s t r o n g  t a lk  to  th e  fo lk s  t h e r e .  O n ly  ab o u t 

f o u r  s e n t e n c e s ,  I th in k .  We got in  c a r s .  We d ro p p e d  h im  off a t  th e  

W hite  H o u se  and  I c a m e  h o m e .

1963 ^
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June 28, 2001 

Processing Note: 

Two notes written by "Robin" ofMrs. Johnson's staffwere removed from "Blue Book I." They 
indicate that pages are missing which are contained in the published version. It appears from an 
examination of the drafts for the published version, that the two days mentioned in the notes 
were not composed during the White House years. They were done at the time of publication to 
provide transition from the Elms to the White House and from the grief following the 
assassination to Christmas time. 

Claudia 
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