
1963 ^

Sunday, N ovem ber 24th vjO V\ O

This w as the day that the P resid en t la y  in State at the C apitol.

It w as the day I w ill never forget - -  nor w ill the other people of A m erica .

In con trast to the day b efore, it  was a bright, c lea r  day, of 

sparkling sun. We began by going to St. M arks to church, w ith L uci 

and C ongressm an  T hornberry. There was a line in B ill  B a x te r 's  serm on  

som ething about how ev ery  m an who had fo stered , or had perm itted  to be 

fo stered  around h im , an atm osphere of hate, had h is hand on the gun 

b a r re l that day. <

^ A fter church, we went to the White H ouse and w aited in the

G reen Room  for the fa m ily . A fter they cam e, M rs. Shriver turned  

to m e and sa id , "I hear O sw ald has been  k illed ."  That w as the f ir s t  

new s I had about O sw ald.

We w ere told by p rotoco l o ffic ia ls  that we would ride with  

M rs. Kennedy and the A ttorney G eneral. Suddenly M rs. Kennedy

C

cam e walking in, leading John-John with one hand and C aroline with  

the other, in two darling blue co a ts . And then I rea lized  that there  

would be s ix  of us in the car and I w ondered if  we shouldn't change 

and get in another one. But it turned out that we a ll got into the 

sam e lim ou sin e - -  M rs. Kennedy and Lyndon in the back sea t, the 

A ttorney G eneral and I in the jump se a ts , C aroline next to her m other, 

and John-John in an ab so lu tely  p erip atetic  m oo d, jumping from  the
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back sea t to h is u n cle 's  lap , to the front sea t and back again .

A s soon as we em erged  from  the gates of the White H ouse, I 

b ecam e aw are of that sea  of fa c e s , stretch in g  away on ev ery  s id e - -  

s ilen t, watching fa c e s . I wanted to c ry  for them  and with them , but 

it  w as im p o ssib le  to p erm it the ca th a rsis  of t e a r s . I don*t know quite 

why, except that perhaps one rea so n  is  that the continuity of strength

dem ands it . Another reason  was the dignity of M rs. Kennedy and the
■i'

m em b ers of the fam ily  th em se lv es  dem anded it .

In front of us th ere was a handsom e black , r id e r le s s  h o rse , 

carry in g  r e v e rsed  b o o ts . I recogn ized  it at once as the sym bol of the 

fa llen  lea d er , but I didn't r e a lly  know m uch about it. I asked  Lynda 

B ird  la ter  and she said  it  went long back into h isto ry , in fact back to 

G enghis Khan, when the h o rse  w as sa cr ific e d  at the grave . A few 

cen tu ries ago they abolished  that part of the cu stom .

In front of th is h o rse  there w as a ca isso n , drawn by s ix  w hite 

h o r se s , and the ca isso n  it s e lf  draped with the fla g . S o ld iers w ere  

m arch ing, and the w hole tim e th ere w as the sound of m uffled drum s 

in  the background. F lags flew at half m a st. But m o st of a ll was the 

fee lin g  of a se a  of fa ces  a ll around us and that curious sen se  of s ile n c e ,  

broken only by an o cca sio n a l sob . I kept on com paring it  in m y mind
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w ith the tim e FDR died, but that w as so d ifferent b ecau se then everybody  

could be as em otional as they fe lt  lik e . The feelin g  continued in m e that 

I w as stalk ing step  by step  through a G reek tragedy. I rem em b ered  a 

defin ition  of it  back in c o lleg e  som e tim e , that a G reek tragedy is  a 

noble p rotagon ist being overtaken by an inevitab le doom , but then 

th ere is  a third ingred ient but I can't rem em b er it, and som e tim e  

I m u st look it up.

The only note of lev ity  cam e from  John-John, who jumped from  

the back to h is u n cle 's  lap, to the front, until fin a lly  the A ttorney G eneral 

sa id , "John-John, be good, you be good, and w e 'll give you a flag  

afterw ard s. You can m arch  with Dave P o w ers ."

We w ere  a p retty  s ilen t group as we rode along, each  wrapped 

in  h is own thoughts. The only tim e the A ttorney G eneral said  anything 

w as when w e p a ssed  a big building on the le ft, and he looked over and 

said  (I think as m uch to h im se lf, perhaps to the ch ildren), "That w as 

w here it a ll began. That w as w here he ran for the P r e s id e n cy ."  It 

w as a grave, w hite, sorrow fu l fa ce , and there was a flinching of the 

jaw at that m om ent that a lm ost m ade - -  w e ll, it made your soul flinch  

for h im . A fter that in term inable d rive , we got to the C apitol, we
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entered  the Rotunda, and in the cen ter , right un.derneath the dom e,

•was the flag-d rap ed  coffin  with the honor guard around it . One of 

them , I noticed , had on the green  b ere t. T here w ere eu log ies by C hief 

J u stice  W arren, by Speaker M cC orm ack, and by Mike M ansfield  (I sh a ll 

n ever forget M ike M an sfield 's sp eech  - -  he, that m ost p r e c ise  o f m en, 

repeated  over and over the p h rase , "and she took a ring from  her finger  

 ̂ and p laced  it on h is  h and, " and I thought if  he said  it one m ore tim e I 

would screa m  if nobody e ls e  did).

Lyndon advanced and laid  a w reath at the foot of the cask et, and 

then M rs. Kennedy went over and knelt. It is  strange how you rem em ber  

lit t le  th ings, but I rem em b er how ca refu lly  she knelt and k isse d  the 

ca sk et and C arolyn by her sid e  s im p ly  put her litt le  hand on the flag - -  

so r t of underneath the fla g . John-John had d isappeared . I think m aybe 

he w as - -  w e ll, it  was high tim e that he started  h is m arch ing. And then 

we le ft  in  sep arate  c a r s .

• To m e, one of the s addest things in the whole tragedy was that 

M rs. Kennedy ach ieved , on th is d esp era te  day/ som ething that she had 

n ever quite ach ieved  in the y ears she'd  been  in the White H ouse - -  that 

a state  of lo v e , a state of rapport betw een her and the people of this
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( country. I m ean the so r t of people who w rite  th eir  C ongressm an o n  

•tam p er with papaj ' tm d-pencil.
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H er behavior from  the m om ent of the shot until I sa id  goodbye to 

her the other day is ,  to m e, one of the m o st m em orab le things of a ll.  

M aybe it 's  a com bination of great breed ing, great d isc ip lin e , great 

ch a ra cter . I only know it 's  great.

H er behavior is  one of the things that keep^on com ing back to m e. 

Another is  the con trast w ith the death of FDR, b ecau se th is tim e th ere 's  

som ething m uch w o rse  about it - -  there is  that sen se  of sham e over the 

v io len ce  and hatred that has gripped our land. Sham e for A m erica!

Sham e for T exas!  B ut a lso  a determ ination  to help wipe it  out!

When we got hom e about 2:40, a fter that em otionally  exhausting  

ex p er ien ce , I began to think suddenly of Lynda B ird , and I decided , 

rid icu lou s as it  w as for her to com e up and go right back in just a day 

or two, I w as going to ca ll and a sk  her to catch  a plane and com e up 

h ere for the P r esid en t's  funeral, b ecau se  Lynda B ird  somehow in sp ite  

of the d ifferen ce in th eir  ages (hers and the P resid en t's )  and the d ifferen ce  

in  their p o sitio n s, s im p ly  fe lt  h e r s e lf  as h is frien d .

I rem em b er one tim e in the back sea t of the car on our way 

som ew here in a big hurry, she told him  that she had to w rite  a school 

paper on P r o file s  in C ourage, and she wanted him  to help her com pose it.
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Sunday, N ovem ber 24th (continued)

/ ■
/ y y \  If th ere w as som ething of a gulf betw een m e and him , there never

w as anything of a gulf betw een Lynda B ird  and him , and so  I wanted her

to be h e r e .7 ^  ca lled  her and she said  she could pack in 10 or 15 m in u tes.

She did and she arr ived  about 10:30 that night.

Som e tim e in the m iddle of the afternoon th ere began a b u sin ess

s e s s io n , which, in a w ay, is  a com bination of highly h ilariou s th in gs.

Isn 't it odd to think that you have to se t  about planning how you're going

to m ake a liv in g  when you've just been  e lec ted , or rather when you've

becom e P resid en t of the United States ? But that's the way it  w a s. We

obviously  had to sep arate o u rse lv e s  from  KTBC and say  goodbye to a

2 2 -year  liv e lih o o d -a n d -lo v e  for a 13-m onth hitch, for the good and

su ffic ien t reason  that Lyndon is  now in the p osition  of appointing the

M em bers of the F ed era l Com m unication C om m ission , who have the

pow er to lic e n se  and regu late radio and TV sta tio n s.

Abe and C arol F ortas w ere  p resen t; Waddy and Don Thom as had

been h a stily  sum m oned from  T exas; a lso  A . W. W alter w as there with

' h is f ile s  and h is head bulging with inform ation that nobody e lse  had.
(

Leonard M arks w as there to a d v ise . P art of the tim e Lyndon w as in
i

and out. I think the B usbys and the V alentis w ere there occa sio n a lly ,
t

or rather, ju st Jack.
»
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The subject w as - -  how to put the stock  of KTBC in tru st. How 

to s im p ly , quickly and se v e r e ly  cut off our t ie s  with KTBC until such tim e  

as Lyndon em erged  from  a F ed era l o ffice .

It took hours, th ere  w ere m any ra m ifica tio n s, m any p r o p o sa ls .

I think it  w as fin a lly  se t  up on c le a r -c u t  l in e s .  We a lso  talked of d isposing  

of The E lm s as quickly as p o ss ib le .

F in a lly , la te  in the day, we had our b u sin ess  wrapped up, or 

on the w ay to being wrapped up, in a sta te  that we can face  the future 

in a com p lete ly  new w ay.

In the evening th ere  arrived  for dinner Lyndon, bringing M ary 

L ask er and F lo ren ce  M ahoney. C ongressm an  and M rs. Jack B rook s, 

H om er T hornberry, and the B ill  W hites cam e; the Abe F o r ta ses  stayed; 

we a ll sa t around and r e a lly  enjoyed each o th er. I love to lis te n  to 

Abe ta lk  and, of co u rse , from  M ary th ere  is  m uch I can learn  about 

a r t. I intend to en list  her help in ev ery  way I can.

With a few days, or m aybe a couple of w eek s, rem ain ing before  

w e say  goodbye to The E lm s, I am  w e ll aw are - -  gratefu lly  aw are, 

n o sta lg ica lly  aw are - -  of how w e ll it has served  us, th is lo v e ly  house, 

th ese  bright f ir e s ,  th ese  good m e a ls , th is good talk.^p^^
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