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Now it  is  t im e  to g e t the w h e e ls  o f l i f e  ro llin g  aga in  - - s o  M r.

W est ca m e  out fro m  the W hite H ou se to The E lm s th is  m orn in g  and w e  

ta lk ed  about m ovin g  th re e  su ite s  o f  fu rn itu re  to  occu p y  the ro o m s that 

w ill  so  so o n  b e  vacan t - -  that fro m  m y  b ed room  to  go into M r s . K en n ed y 's, 

fro m  Lynda B ir d 's  p rob ab ly  to go into C a r o lin e 's , and fro m  L u c i's  to  go 

in to  J o h n 'J o h n 's. We ta lk ed  about how m u ch  could  be s to r ed  at the W hite  

H ou se and how m u ch  I w ould n eed  to  sen d  to  c o m m e r c ia l or  govern m en t  

sto r a g e  w a r e h o u se s . T h is is  one o f m y  f ir s t  en co u n ters  w ith  M r. W est, 

and I have the fe e lin g  that I w il l  be s e e in g  a lo t m o r e  o f h im .

And then  at 3:00 th is  a ftern oon  ca m e the m o st  im p ortan t even t of 

the day. I w ent down to  the W hite H ouse to s e e  M r s . K ennedy and to  

d is c u s s  the h o u sek eep in g  d e ta ils  w h ich  any w om an m ovin g  out w ould  

ta lk  o v er  w ith  any w om an m ovin g  in . T h ere  w as a lo v e ly  tea  tab le  

sp rea d , and w e sa t down to g e th er  in  the p r iv a te  s ittin g  ro o m  - -  the  

fa m ily  s itt in g  ro o m  c a lle d  the W est H a ll.

She w as o r d e r ly , co m p o sed , and rad ia tin g  that p e c u lia r  so r t  o f  

a liv e n e s s  and ch arm  and w arm th . She is  quite an in d esc r ib a b ly  fr e sh  

flo w er  - -  so  I w on't tr y  to d e sc r ib e  h er  ex ce p t that th er e  is  a g rea t  

e lem en t o f s t e e l  and sta m in a  so m ew h ere  w ith in  h er  to  keep  on going  

a-s sh e  i s .  She to ld  m e t h a t |l t e  two p eo p le  in  the h ou se  that I could  

 ̂ a lw a y s depend on w e r e  M r. J . B . W est, who knew m o re  about it
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T u esd ay , N ovem b er 26th (continued)

than anybody e l s e ,  and M r. K etchum , the C u ra to r .

She sa id , "Lady B ir d , n ev er  t e l l  a w a iter  i f  you don't lik e  th is  

p a r tic u la r  typ e o f cookie^ that you w ould ra th er  have a m a ca ro o n , b e c a u se  

you w il l  not s e e  that b u tler  aga in  for  two w e e k s . H e 'll  be gone on va ca tio n  

and th ere  w ill  be o th er  o ff t im e s .  J u st t e l l  ev ery th in g  to  M r. W est. "

She to ld  m e sh e  w ould lik e  to  a sk  a fa v o r  o f m e , and in  lig h t of 

th e w ay sh e a sk ed  it ,  i f  it  had b een  to  chop o ff o n e 's  r ig h t hand one would  

have sa id  "Sure” ju st that m in u te . What sh e  w anted w as to le t  the sch o o l  

continue on the th ird  f lo o r  - -  the a r e a  w h ere  C a ro lin e  and about 20 of 

h er  young p la y m a tes  in  the k in d erg a rten  and the f ir s t  grade go to sc h o o l. 

T hey p lan  to do so m eth in g  d ifferen t a fter  C h r is tm a s , but th ey  thought it  

w ould  not be a good id ea  to  d isru p t th em  righ t now . That w as the e a s ie s t ,  

m o s t  d e ligh tfu l th ing to sa y  "Y es" to .

She w ent on to  sa y  a lo t o f th in gs lik e  - -  "Don't be fr igh ten ed  of 

th is  h ou se  - -  so m e  of the h a p p iest y e a rs  o f m y  m a r r ia g e  have b een  spent 

h e r e  - -  you w ill  be happy h e r e ."  In fa c t, sh e  rep ea ted  that o v er  and 

o v e r , a s  though sh e  w e re  try in g  to  r e a s s u r e  m e . Then w e got up and  

w alk ed  around fro m  room  to  ro o m , so  that I could  s e e  how m y  fu rn itu re  

w ould f it  into h er  b ed room  (and it 's  going to do v e r y  n ic e ly ) . And then  

w e w ent into h er  s itt in g  ro o m  (or ra th er  I g u e ss  you should  c a ll  it  a 

d r e s s in g  room ) w hich  is  one o f the m o s t  ex .^ cisite  ro o m s I have ev er
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s e e n  - -  w ith  the c lo s e t s  a l l  c o v er e d  w ith  trom p e l 'o e il  - -  l i t t le  p ic tu r e s  

o f P r o f i le s  in  C ou rage, C a ro lin e  at 2, and a yacht at H yan n isp ort - -  a l l  

the th in gs that m ea n  so m eth in g  to h er  - -  a stam p  or tra d em a rk  that w ill  

not be rep ea ted  by  anybody for  a lon g  t im e . F o r  m e , so  m u ch  w ork  w ill  

h ave to co m e  f ir s t  that I ex p ec t it  w il l  turn  into an o ff ic e  ra th er  than a 

d r e s s in g  ro o m , and it  w ill  g e t sh o r t sh r ift , a t le a s t  in  the f ir s t  few  

m o n th s .

We ta lk ed  about th e s ta ff . She to ld  m e  that the F ren ch  ch ef,

R en e , w a s  a b so lu te ly  d iv in e , a lthough ev ery th in g  he did for  th em  w as

v e r y  r ic h . She u sed  the w o r d s , "Jack n ev er  lik e s  th o se  r ic h  th ings

th at he d o e s ."  N e ith er  one o f us n o ticed  the p r e se n t  te n se  - - o r  ra th er

n e ith er  one o f us ev id en ced  in  our m an n er that w e had n o ticed  i t .  She

sa id  R ene has a b so lu te ly  no te m p e r a m e n t ,  w h ich  i s  d iv in e  in  a F ren ch m an  -•

I am  going to be v e r y  fortu n ate  to have h im .

We w alked  through the h a ll and sh e poin ted  out a b u st by Houdoin .

The fam ou s F r en ch  scu lp to r  had done it  so m ew h ere  around 1795 or 

th er e a b o u ts . It is  o f th e C haplain  in  G eo rg e  W ash in gton 's A rm y . She  

to ld  m e of the a b so lu te ly  in c r ed ib le  va lu e  that i s  put upon i t .  And it  is  

an anonym ous g ift - -  an on ym ou s, I h op e, to  everyb od y  ex cep t IRS!

We w ent in to  the lo v e ly  Y ellow  R oom  w h ere  the C ezan n es a re  and that, 

o b v io u sly , is  w hat sh e  lik e s  b e s t  in  the w h ole  h ou se  - -  or so  I thought.
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And th er e  on the tab le  w e r e  the b la ck  b oots - -  the boots that w e r e  on the  

r id e r le s s  h o r se  in  the fu n era l p r o c e s s io n . T h ere  w as a ls o  a fo ld ed  f la g .

T hen w e w ent into the tw o ro o m s th at w ould b e  L yn d a's and L u c i's  

and a r e  now C a r o lin e 's  and J o h n -J o h n 's . And su ch  ex q u is ite  l i t t le  gay  

co n fec tio n s  o f ro o m s - -  C a r o lin e 's  e s p e c ia lly , pink and w hite sp r ig g ed  

d e lic a te  m a te r ia l on a canopy b ed , and p ic tu r e s , p ic tu r e s , p ic tu re s  

e v ery w h ere  - -  so m e  o f th em  th ey  th e m se lv e s  d id , I th ink, and I b e lie v e  

th er e  w e r e  one or tw o by  M r s . K ennedy. (^ T here w as a co t ly in g  in  the  

m id d le  o f the ro o m  th at w as occu p ied  by  P r e s id e n t  K ennedy. She sa id  

S ta sh  has b een  h e r e  and he a b so lu te ly  r e fu s e s  to  s le e p  in  J a ck 's  b e d .)

In th er e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  K ennedy fa m ily  m e m b e r s ^ o r t  o^ running

in  and out o f doors a s  w e w ended our v e r y  b u s in e s s lik e  w ay through  

the h a l l s .

F in a lly , c lo s e  to  5:00 , w e w ent down to  the E a st  R oom , w h ere  

Lyndon w as m e e tin g  w ith  the A llia n ce  for P r o g r e s s  M em b ers to  r e a s s u r e  

th em  of our co u n try 's  continued stren g th  and in te r e s t  in  th em . We took  

our s e a ts  v e r y  q u ietly  behind h im  and sa t and lis te n e d  to  h is  sp e ec h .

It is  doubtful that anyone e ls e  is  a s ta r  w hen sh e is  p r e se n t  - -  but a l l  

the m o re  m y  h ea r t w ent out to the b r a v e r y  o f Lyndon who m a r c h e s  into  

th is  c ir c u m sta n c e  w ith  so  m uch d e term in a tio n  and not a l l  the p rep ara tion
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that one w ould have sought i f  one could  have fo r e s e e n  o n e 's  d e stin y  

at 16.

In the even in g , I w ent hom e to d in ner w ith  the co m fo rta b le  c o m -

pan ion sh ip  at The E lm s w ith  June and B il l  W hite, N ancy H anschm an  

D ic k e r so n  and h er  husband, A be and C aro l, the T h o rn b erry s , and the  

J a ck  B r o o k s e s .
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