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F r id a y ,  D e c e m b e r  20 th

♦

T o d a y  w as  j u s t  a  s o r t  o f  a  r u n - o f - th e - m i l l  d a y .

B y  10 o 'c lo c k  I w as o u t a t  T h e  E lm s ,  m e e t in g  a  m a n  f r o m  th e  

s to r a g e  c o m p an y , to  q u ic k ly  ru n  o ff w h a t w e n t to  th e  W hite  H o u se  

s to r a g e ,  w h a t w e n t to  w a re h o u s e  s to r a g e ,  to  m a k e  in n u m e ra b le  d e c is io n s  

a b o u t th e  th in g s  in  m y  l i f e  th a t  I lo v e d . O n ce  th e r e  w as  a  m o m e n t 

w h en  I o p en ed  th e  c lo s e t  d o o r  to  fin d  in  i t  o n ly  one g a rm e n t ,  a  l i t t l e  

G ir l  S c o u t b lo u s e ,  p ro b a b ly  s iz e  s ix  o r  e ig h t, L u c i 's  o r  L y n d a 's ,  and  

I s a id ,  "S o m e  l i t t l e  G ir l  S c o u t s o m e w h e re  w ou ld  b e  d e lig h te d  to  h av e  

(  t h i s .  ” T he  m o v in g  m a n  q u ic k ly  sp o k e  up  an d  s a id ,  " I  know one th a t

w o u ld  - -  m y  l i t t l e  g i r l .  " So I h a n d ed  i t  r ig h t  to  h im . I hope  sh e  e n jo y s  i t .

T h e n  I le f t  in  t im e  to  h a v e  a  q u ic k  san d w ic h  an d  b e  d o w n s ta ir s  

in  th e  m o v ie  ro o m  a t  2 o 'c lo c k  to  s e e  th e  USIS p ro d u c tio n  M r .  P r e s i d e n t . 

V e ry  d r a m a t ic ,  p r e t ty  in  c o lo r ,  b e a u t i fu l ly  d o n e , I w ou ld  s a y  a b o u t 

1 /3  on  th e  p a s s in g  o f P r e s id e n t  K en n ed y  an d  2 /3  on  th e  a c c e s s io n  of th e  

new  P r e s id e n t .  I - -  oh  - -  th e  m u s ic ,  th e  h i s to r y ,  th e  d r a m a  - - i t  w as  

g r e a t .  I t is  go ing  to  b e  s e n t  to  110 c o u n t r ie s ,  th e y  t e l l  m e , an d  in  God 

know s how m a n y  la n g u a g e s , an d  i t  is  a  m a t t e r  o f r e a s s u r a n c e  to  th e  

w o r ld  o f o u r  c o n tin u ity  o f o u r  f o r m  of g o v e rn m e n t. A nd fo r  th a t  I  a m  

s u r e  i t  is  w o n d e rfu l. B u t I c o u ld n 't  h e lp  b u t b e g ru d g e  a  l i t t l e  th e  la c k  

^  o f d o m e s t ic  c o n tin u ity . W hat w e a r e  go ing  to  do fo r  th e  p e o p le  o f th is
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F r id a y ,  D e c e m b e r  2 0 th  (co n tin u ed )

c o u n try . W h at w e a r e  go ing  to  t r y  to  do , th a t  i s ,  b u t I g u e s s  th a t  w ill  

c o m e  a lo n g  l a t e r .

T h e  a f te rn o o n  w as a  lo t  o f o ff ic e  w o rk  an d  s ig n in g  so m e  o f m y  

h ig h  s ta c k  o f m a i l .

A nd th e n  a b o u t s ix  I ju s t  d e c id e d  I w ou ld  go fo r  a  sw im  in  th e  

p o o l b y  m y s e l f .  A f te r  a b o u t 30 la p s  in  th a t  d e l ic io u s  w a rm  p o o l w ith  

th e  b e a u t i fu l  p a in tin g s  a l l  a ro u n d , c o n tr ib u te d , I u n d e r s ta n d , by  

P r e s id e n t  K e n n e d y 's  f a th e r  an d  done  b y  a  m a n  n a m e d  L a m o n t - -  an d

lo v e ly  v a c a t io n  i s la n d s ,  s o r t  o f a  p la c e  th a t  th e  s c e n e  d e p ic ts  - -  I th in k
•1*

m a y b e  i t  is  th e  V irg in  I s la n d s .

T h e n  - -  an d  i t  lo o k e d  l ik e  w e w ould  n e v e r  b e  jo in e d  b y  L y n d o n  -■ 

I f in a l ly  t r i e d  to  r e t r i e v e  h im  to  c o m e  o v e r  an d  h a v e  so m e  d in n e r .  He 

s a id  n o , he  ju s t  had  to  g e t b a c k  an d  g e t on  th e  p h one  an d  ta lk  to  th e  

r e c a l c i t r a n t  C o n g re s s ,  so  b a c k  he  w en t to  h is  o ff ice  an d  h is  te lep h o n e^  

an d  I w e n t u p s ta i r s  to  h a v e  a  v e r y  h u r r i e d  d in n e r ,  q u ite  la te  a t  n ig h t, 

a b o u t 10 :15 , w ith  ju s t  th e  V a le n t is .

A bou t 12 o 'c lo c k  L y n d o n  c a m e  in  an d  I f ix e d  h im  so m e  o y s te r s  

a n d  tw o h e lp in g s  of d e s s e r ty \a n d  '*d a r n  r e d u c in g /^ a n d  w e a te  a t  

th e  k i tc h e n  ta b le  in  th e  W hite  H o u se . W hat is  m o r e ,  I f e l t  l ik e  a sk in g

C fffILh im , "W ho do you th in k  you  a re  -- M a jo r i ty  L e a d e r ? "  -flT
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