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It w as a  b eau tifu l,  c l e a r ,  b r ig h t  W ednesday . I loaded  som e 

P o in s e t t i a s  in  the  b a c k  of the c a r ,  got J e r r y ,  and  we w ent to the 

f a r m .

F in a l ly  we m e t  Lyndon, jo ined  up w ith  h im , s topped  by  the  

L u th e ra n  C h u rc h  ju s t  a s  s e rv ic e  w as ge tting  out, gave B il l  one, took  

one to  the  L ew is  R anch  and one to the  S c h o rn h o rs t .

li; And th e n  we ju s t  d ro v e  a ro u n d  - -  o v e r  the b eau tifu l  co u n try
I '- .

w hich  I love so m uch .c In fac t ,  we w e re  r a t h e r  la te  getting  b a c k  fo r  the  b ig  C h r i s tm a s  

d in n e r ,  to  w hich  we had  inv ited  a l l  of L yndon 's  k in fo lk s .. .U ncle  Huffm an 

and Aunt O v ilee ,  and Aunt Jo se p h a ,  s t i l l  looking p r e t ty  in  sp ite  of h e r  

m a n y  y e a r s  and v e r y  d r e s s e d  up; and h e r  fa m ily  Colonel and M rs .  P a u l

Kinnison and th e i r  th r e e  c h i l d r e n . ,, S am  H ouston , w alk ing  v e r y  slow and 

h eav y  on h is  can e , w ith  h is  b u i l t -u p  s h o e . , ,T h e  th r e e  A le x a n d e r s ,  B irg e ,  

L u c ia  and B ecky ; and if  t h e r e  w as one to w hom  Lyndon - - h e  needed  m o s t  

and  re sp o n d e d  m o s t  to - -  i t  would be L u c ia ,  I would sa y .  , ,The B obb itts ,  

and  P h i l ip  has  g row n about th r e e  inch es  and h e 's  ju s t  - -  w ell ,  h e 's  

n e a r ly  s ix  fee t  t a l l  - -  and ju s t  a s  s m a r t  as  he can  b e .  A y e a r  

younger than  L u c i  and a  y e a r  ah ead  of h e r  in  sch o o l.  Rodney, 

d  C ous in  O reo le , of c o u r s e ;  and Aunt J e s s i e  and h e r  fam ily ,  which

c o n s is t s  of h e r  d a u g h te r  and h e r  husband  and two c h i ld re n .  And
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B e rn ie  w as th e r e ,  looking v e r y  h an d so m e and v e r y  devo ted ; and Lynda 

B ird  and  L u c i B a in e s .

We w e re  supposed  to  have so m e  C h r i s tm a s  p ic tu r e s ,  about 2:30, 

in  the  f ro n t  y a rd ,  c o n s is t in g  of ju s t  the  fam ily  f i r s t  - -  th a t  i s ,  the  four 

im m e d ia te  m e m b e r s  of the  fa m ily  - -  and th en  a l l  the  fam ily .

We got out th e r e ,  and i t  ju s t  s ta r t e d  into a  p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e .  

Lyndon b eg an  te l l in g  th e m  about "Now if  you go down the  ro a d  about 

a  m i le ,  y o u 'l l  see  the  old fa m ily  c e m e te ry ,  and then  y o u 'l l  s e e  the 

h ouse  w h e re  I w as  b o rn .  " ,

And R ebekah  b ro k e  in  and sa id ,  "No you ' r e  n o t . That is not the

sa m e  h o u s e ."

And th en  one w om an  m e m b e r  of the  p r e s s  sa id ,  " M r .  P r e s id e n t ,

could  we go th ro u g h  the  h o u s e ? "  And I sa id ,  "Now, honey, th e y 'r e

com ing  b a c k  ag a in  on F r id a y .  D o n 't  you th ink  w e 'd  ju s t  b e t t e r  put

1
off the  to u r  of the  h o u se ,  b e c a u s e  the g rav y  is  ge tting  c o l d e r ?" And 

Lyndon sa id ,  "No, No, l e t ' s  go on th ro u g h  the  h o u s e ."  So th ro u g h  

th ey  w e n t !

I saw - -  oh, I d o n 't  know - -  50 o r  75 s tro n g ,  w ith  m e  t r a i l in g  

a long beh ind  th e m  , and knowing th a t  d in n e r  w as not im p ro v in g  as  t im e

w ent by .

S L .
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And th e n  Lyndon gave a l l  the  p r e s s  a s h t r a y s .

F in a l ly  th e y  d e p a r te d ,  and we a l l  s a t  down to  a  b ig  fa m ily  C h r is tm a s  

d in n e r .  V e ry  n ice  - -  g ra c e ,  and d in n e r .

A f te r  the  w hole fa m ily  f in a lly  d is p e r s e d ,  the  B obb itts  flying to New 

O r l e a n s ,  and Lyndon w en t off to r id e  a ro u n d , and I, g lad to  s e e k  a  l i t t le  of 

' th e  su n se t^  sunshine^and a l i t t l e  b i t  of q u ie tn e ss  a f te r  so  m a n y  p eop le ,  put 

C a n o th e r  P o in s e t t i a  to tak e  to Jo h n so n  C ity  H o sp ita l ,  and a  s m a l l  gift in

\1 th e  c a r  to  tak e  to Ava Jo h n so n  Cox. So ju s t  J e r r y  and  I d ro v e  up the

ro a d  to d e l iv e r  th o se  th in g s .

And w hile  I w as  w ith  Ava, she  to ld  m e  the  m o s t  w o n d erfu l  f a i r y -

l ik e  s to r y  abou t L yndon 's  g ra n d m o th e r  and  how she  hid f ro m  the  Indians 

in  the  c e l l a r .  B ut i t ’s too long a  s to ry .

We cam e  h o m e . We opened the  C h r is tm a s  p r e s e n t s ,  quite  la te .  

W ith the  p r e s s  la d ie s  s topping  in, w e 'd  n e v e r  gotten  a ro u n d  to i t .

W ith J a m e s  and M a ry ,  L ee  and G e r t ru d e  and every b o d y  e ls e ,  

th e  s e c r e t a r i e s ,  ev e ry b o d y  w as th e r e ,  com ing  in . So m an y  b eau tifu l  

th ings  to e x c la im  about!

And to m e ,  i t  took  C h r i s tm a s  day to  know the n ic e s t  p a r t - -  to 

r e m e m b e r  how w ell  so m e  of the  younger g e n e ra t io n  is  com ing  a long . 

P h i l ip  so s m a r t ,  B eck y  so p r e t ty ,  and how m u ch  Lyndon loves  L u c ia .
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He inv ited  U ncle  H uffm an and Aunt O vilee  to go b a c k  to W ashington  

w ith  u s ,  and t h e y 'r e  looking fo rw a rd  to  i t  v e r y  m uch .

And so th is  is  a lm o s t  the end of the  b u s ie s t  C h r is tm a s  Day th a t  I 

c an  r e m e m b e r .

C h r i s t m a s  D ay , W e d n e sd a y ,  D e c e m b e r  25 th
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