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We le f t  for  B e r g s tr o m  a fter  9 o 'c lo c k  to m e e t  the G erm a n s, a rr iv in g  

th ere  on a b ea u tifu l b lu e-an d -g o ld d ay. T h ere  w as a crow d o f p eop le  behind  

the fe n c e , tro o p s lin ed  up to be rev ie w e d , fla g s  flapping in  the b r e e z e , a 

band, a red  ca rp et, John and N e llie  and then  th e d ig n ita r ie s  lin ed  up to  

m e e t  the G erm an s .Som e o f the m ilita r y , the M ayor, lo ts  o f p eop le  fro m  

the g o v ern m en t.

P r e tty  soon  in  r o lle d  the G erm an p la n e, o v ersh o o tin g  the red  

c a rp e t by  a few fe e t , so  th er e  w as a s lig h t snafu  and th ey  had to hop 

around to  get o v er  it , to  m a rch  down the reg u la r  path.

John did lo o k  a l it t le  draw n. I keep  on rem em b er in g  that/\ w hat's  

so  u p se ttin g  - - h e  m igh t have to  go b ack  for  so m e m o re  su r g e r y  on h is  

hand.

A fter  the rev iew  of the tro o p s and both N ation al anthem s and a 

l i t t le  b r ie f  sp e e c h  by C h an cellor  E rh ard  and by Lyndon, it  w as a ll  o v e r .

I b egan  to f e e l ,  th is  is  a r e c o r d  I've  h eard  m an y  t im e s ,  a sce n e  that I had 

w atched  a ll  o v er  the w o r ld .

We got in  the h e lic o p te r  and retu rn ed  to  the ranch , w h ere  th ere  

w e r e  so m e ta lk s  and a stag  lu n ch eon  for 14 G erm a n s, the n u cleu s o f 

th e m en , o f the hard c o re  of b u s in e s s .  The r e s t  o f th em  w ould eat at

th e g u e s t h o u se .
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E rh ard  h im s e lf  is  ch eru b ic  o f fa c e , v e r y  so lid , not so  fo rm id a b le  

a s  C h a n ce llo r  A d e n a ue r . Y ou ’re  aw are that h e 's  had to w a it a good long  

w h ile  twMliabln himffitiii<»of the job, but he lo o k s lik e  a sound m an .

S c h r o e d e r , who is  S e c r e ta r y  o f D e fe n se , is  a v e r y  suave and 

quite h an d som e g en tlem an , and som eb od y  you'd lik e  to know b e tte r .

And th er e  w as F ra n z  K rapf  ta ll  and h an d som e, and w e ta lk ed  

about H elg a , and he brought m e a B E A U T IFU L  G erm an a n g e l that H elga  

sen t m e for  a C h r istm a s p r e se n t .

And, o f c o u r se , th ere  w as K nap pstein , th e ir  A m b a ssa d o r  to u s ,
u/

and o th ers  that I r em em b er  - -  K a r ste n s , and B r e m e r , who Mas an  

in te r p r e te r , but a ls o  a good d ea l m o r e  than an in te r p r e te r , I th ink.

And D r . V e s tr ic k , who i s ,  I th ink, h igh  up in  th e ir  S ta te  D ep artm en t.

T his is  a so lid  b u s in e s s  tr ip , so  that a fter  lunch  th ere  w e r e  m o re  

ta lk s  and I sta y ed  out o f the w ay .

I did so m e  w ork  and L iz  and B e s s  - -  I don't know w h en ever  th ey  

ea t - -  b e c a u se  th ey  w e re  ju st lik e  ca ts  on a hot s to v e , jum ping around  

and tend ing to ev ery th in g .

The hum an e lem en t en tered , a s  it  a lw ays d o e s , w hen D r . 

V e s tr ic k 's  dau ghter, G am ail (sh e is  a p h y sic ia n  h e r s e lf  and l iv e s  

in  R o c h e ste r , w h ere  h er  husband is  a lso  a p h y sic ia n  at M ayo's and 

had op era ted  on J im  Cain) flew  in , in the hope that sh e could  s e e  h er
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fa th e r . She got th ere  oh, a lon g  about c o ck ta il t im e , and then  w e cam e in  

and had a d rink  and then  I took  h er  down to the g u est h o u se , to  have dinner  

w ith  m e  and the s ta ff, w h ile  about 40 of the G erm ans s e t t le d  in  for  a 

r a th er  b ea u tifu lly  done d inner in  our dining ro o m , at round ta b le s ,  

and lo v e ly  f lo w e r s  fro m  the W hite H ou se , and p la ce  c a r d s , and every th in g  

a rra n g ed  b y  B e s s .

E z r a  R ach lin , the head  o f our sym phony o r c h e s tr a  in  A u stin , 

ca m e out, to  b r in g  L inda L o ft is , a fo r m e r  M iss  T ex a s and a good  

^  s in g e r , a b eau tifu l g ir l ,  n a tu ra lly . She did G erm an lie d e r  to en terta in

the g en tlem en  a fter  d inner and E z r a  p layed  the P ia n o , and C actu s, of 

c o u r se , w as th ere  to do the announcing.

J u st a lo v e ly  g ir l  is  about w hat is  sa id  the g en tlem en  w ant 

a fter  th ey 'v e  had a hard day of b u s in e s s , so  I hoped that th ey  enjoyed  

L in d a . T hey sa id  th ey  did .

B ut m ea n w h ile , in  the g u est h o u se , w h ile  d in ner w as going on, 

it  got v e r y  gay for  us b e c a u se  w e w e r e  tak ing c a r e  o f anybody who cam e  

and w en t, l ik e  E z r a  and M iss  L o ft is , and D r . V e s tr ic k 's  dau gh ter.

I don’t r em em b er  ju st w hen it w as that w e exch anged  the g if t s .

I th ink m ayb e during the c o ck ta il h ou r. The C h an cellor  had brought 

m e  four b eau tifu l w hite  c a n d le s t ic k s , can d elab ra  r e a lly  (they hold two 

ea ch ), w h ich  w il l  en ab le  m e to g iv e  two to L u c i and two to L ynda.
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And th ey  m a tch  the china that Lyndon bought in  B e r lin . And a ls o  he 

brought m e  s ix  b ir d s , lo v e ly  china b ir d s , a m a g p ie , in  fa c t m o st o f th em  

w e r e  a type w h ich  I am  u n fa m ilia r  w ith . And two v a s e s  fo r  the g ir ls .

We in  turn  had g iv en  h im  ra th er  the u su a l th in g s . , <Yet one thing  

w h ich  w as not a t a l l  u su a l, a l i t t le  book  w e had m ade o u r s e lv e s ,  c o n -

ta in in g  so m e  p oem s by a young G erm an  g ir l ,  w r itten  m an y, m any  

y e a r s  a g o . She w as the daughter o f im m ig ra n ts  that ca m e o v er  about 

1840 fro m  G erm an y, and she w as te llin g  about how hard h er  fa th er  

^  w ork ed  in  th is  new p io n eer  lan d . T h ere  w as a p oem  about it .

And then  sh e w as a ls o  te llin g  about how m uch th ey  m is s e d  th e ir  

fa th erlan d , and it  w as w r itten  in  G erm an , in  h er  handw riting , and then  

w e had it  tr a n s la te d  into E n g lish , and ra th er  p r e tt ily  bound, w ith  a 

le t te r  w h ich  I tr ie d  to  m ake a s  w a rm  as I cou ld , to  M r s .  E rh ard , to

t e l l  h er  how s o r r y  w e w e r e  that she w a sn 't a lon g  on the v is i t .

0^  //
One m o re  p le a sa n t th ing, in  the " sm a ll w o r ld ^ d ep a r tm en t, 

i s  that th is  l it t le  G erm an g ir l ,  w hen sh e w as a grow n w om an, cam e  

to  know L yndon's M other.
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