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Sunday, D ecem b er 29th Lk3_\V^

The second  of the big days dawned beautiful and c le a r , but so cold  

that I p ra ised  the Lord we w ere not having the barbecue out under the liv e  

o a k s .

Lyndon and I and the nucleus of the G erm an party h elicop tered  in 

to F red erick sb u rg  ea r ly  in the m orning, about 9 o 'c lock , I think, and went 

to the P io n eer  M em oria l, the octagon house that s its  right off the m ain

s tr e e t , w here we w ere  m et by the leading c it iz en s  of the community,.----

quite a big crowd of p eop le. We p assed  the statue of B aron Von Meusebach, 

who had brought in 120 G erm an fa m ilie s  in covered  wagons back in the 

1840's to se ttle  th is a rea .

We stood in front of the litt le  octagon house and had a litt le  

ce re m o n y ... B ill  P etm eck y  and Arthur Stehling - -  both of whom made 

w elcom ing sp eech es, rather w e ll done, I thought - -  and then a lady, 

the head of the H isto r ica l A sso c ia tio n  of G illesp ie  County, m ade a 

lit t le  sp eech  and gave a lit t le  book ca lled  P io n eers  in God's H ills  

to C hancellor E rhard.

The C hancellor made resp on se  and then we went on to church  

se r v ic e s  at the Lutheran Church. Of co u rse , that is  what the C hancellor  

is  a m em ber of. And there w as a curious blending of the old and the 

new, the e ld er ly  m in ister  spoke in G erm an - -  conducted a large  part
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of the serm on , a large  part of the s e r v ic e  in Germ an - -  and a handsom e, 

v ita l young m an spoke in E nglish , gave us a litt le  serm on  in E nglish .

T here w as a beautiful m an's choir  that sang S ilent Night in  

G erm an. That, I think, w as r ea lly  the m o st tranquil m om ent of a ll 

C h ristm as.

We returned to what has b ecom e the cauldron of a ctiv ity  that 

is  our hom e now to find the gu ests w ere a lread y  arriv in g  in the gym nasium . 

They w ere invited  for 1 o 'clock ; I gu ess it m u st have been a litt le  past

11 by then.

The G erm ans continued th eir  talks and there was no interrupting  

them  - -  th is is  rea l b u s in e ss . They w ere in one room , our people in 

another, and then they m et jo intly , togeth er, in a third room .

So I d ispatched Lynda B ird  up to the gym nasium  to be the 

rep resen ta tiv e  for the Johnson fa m ily  and g reet anybody who cam e  

and be our h o s te s s . And I a lso  asked Luci and Jack to do the sam e, 

and d isco v ered  to m y delight that Jack (Jack O lsen  from  W isconsin) 

can speak a few w ords of G erm an. And I heard la ter  that they both 

did a rea l good job.

And I took m y post at the guest house to m eet and greet a 

good m any gu ests who cam e in by private p lanes from  various parts 

of the S tate. There w as M r. and M rs. Tom Lea.  H e's a r e a lly  FINE
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Southw estern a r t is t  from  E l P a so  - -  they cam e with the T h orn b errys.,  , 

John Jones of H ouston, the W esley  W ests, von Braun and h is lo v e ly  

young w ife . There w as Bob K err, J r . and Dean Mc G e e , who flew
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in  from  Oklahoma and had a s ligh t accident on the runway. It didn't 

hurt anybody but the plane - -  nobody could go in or out for sev er a l  

hours b ecau se the plane w as jam m ing the runway.

And then, v ery  im portantly  - -  I wanted to take care  of and m ake 

fe e l  v ery  w elcom e M r. and M rs. Cliburn, the parents of Van Cliburn, 

who w as playing for us that day. L ater on Van Cliburn h im se lf  cam e  

down - -  I gu ess h e 'd been  up testin g  the piano, and he cam e in and I 

tr ied  to introduce everybody to everybody, w ith the help of E lo ise  

Thornberry.

Throughout the w hole day A ngier B iddle Duke w as w eaving his 

silk en  way - - h e  is ,  w e ll, he alw ays knows what do do, and I p ra ctica lly  

fe e l  like laying m y head on h is shoulder and saying, "O. K ., you te ll  

m e what" - -  together with L iz  and B e s s .

So, at the appointed hour a ll of the gu ests w ere asked to get in

th eir  v eh ic le s  and ride up to the gym nasium  for the barbecue, and I 

stood by the fence w aiting for Lyndon and the C hancellor, and I jumped  

in the car, I, just only in the nick of tim e, and rode up to the barbecue  

m y se lf , arriv in g  at the gym  just a few m inutes la te .
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Sunday, D ecem ber 29th (continued)

We found the gym rather gayly  transform ed  with red checkered  

tab le cloths and red lan terns on the table and bunting everyw h ere , with  

the co lo rs  of the G erm an flag and the Germ an in sign ia  d isp layed , and 

as a backdrop for that enorm ous handsom e piano and Van Cliburn, there  

w ere  b a les  of hay, sa d d les , la r ia ts , a lantern  or two, and a good deal 

r  ^  v ery  d ifferent things I'm  sure that h e 's  used  to playing by.
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I steered  the C hancellor into the chow lin e , we loaded our 

p lates h eav ily  and m ade our w ay am ong the gu ests to the head table  

^  w ith about, I would sa y, 12 or 14 of the top G erm ans and som e of the

lo c a l people, and thank the Lord it w asn 't m y job to sea t them ]

Then Lyndon h im se lf  said  grace and we laid  to on the b arbecue. , 

The beans (pinto beans alw ays) and the r e a lly  d elic iou s r ib s , the slaw , 

and la ter  on p ies  and lo ts of hot co ffee . And plenty of b eer .

The litt le  gym  would only take about 300 people and by the tim e  

we had a ll the G erm an p r e s s , a ll the White H ouse and lo ca l p r e s s , the 

G erm an party its e lf ,  and our group, it was p o ss ib le  to only invite som e, 

oh, 75 or at the m o st 100 other p eop le.

But as I looked around I was glad to see  a groat deal of Texans 

rep resen ted . There w a s, from  the U n iversity , D r. and M rs. R ansom  

and D r. and M rs. J . Frank D obie. -
r  — -------- -----------

F rom  the ca ttle  industry , Bob K leberg and Jay T aylor.
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A fter the barbecue cam e the entertainm ent, and if  that w asn 't 

a job for C actus, to m eld  together that very  d iv erse  entertainm ent! I 

think they did a m a sterfu l, d ignified  job.

We had a group of g ir ls  from  F red erick sb u rg  who did folk  

' d an ces, brought over from  the Old Country, including the Her r schm idt. 

Then we had St. M ary's C hoir, led by a nun, who sang som e beautiful 

G erm an songs and then sang D eep in the H eart of T ex a s , and that caused  

the C hancellor to sm ile  and lean  over to m e and say  - -  and he does speak  

som e E n glish  - -  "We know that in G erm any, to o ."

Then we had Van Cliburn, who w as the c lim ax  to the entertainm ent. 

He w as born and ra ise d  in Deep E ast T exas, just about 40 m ile s  from  

w here I w as, and h e's turned out to be one of the w orld 's great p ian is ts .  

And it w as a m a sterfu l introduction that Cactus gave him , and I was just  

as proud of Cactus as I w as of anybody in the whole show .

Van Cliburn did the A ppassionata--from  B eethoven, I think, isn 't  

it?  And then he did a beautiful Schuman love song and som e other things 

that I didn't know, and everybody was v ery  im p ressed , e sp e c ia lly  when 

he sa id  that he was so glad to p lay for us b ecau se he had heard that the 

C hancellor h im se lf  was a p ian ist as a young m an and that he had expected  

to be a con cert p ian ist.
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Cliburn is  going to G erm any for a concert piano tour som e tim e  

th is Spring, which added to the in terest of h is being there.

N ext - -  and I'd a lm ost sw ear that there was no planned agenda - -  

Lyndon got up and introduced the outstanding G erm ans, giving a litt le  - -  

a few  w ords about each. Then he introduced the outstanding m em b ers of 

our own party and h is  introduction of S ecretary  of State Dean Rusk was 

one of the m ost eloquent and m oving and beautiful things that I've ever  

heard him  do.

Som ew here in the agenda cam e the ta lks. The C hancellor's  

talk - -  which I didn't understand, of cou rse , until the tran slation  cam e --  

w as pure poetry. It was a great talk, and it made me think that a ll the 

effort w as w orthw hile and that m aybe we had put a little  m ore cem ent 

into the building of good re la tio n s. Lyndon's talk was b rief and good.
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