
1963 V

M onday, D e c e m b e r 30th    W H D

It s e e m s  lik e  one g r e a t  c re sc e n d o  of a c tiv ity  fo llow s an o th e r  so  

ra p id ly  th a t I w onder how Lyndon m a n ag e s  to  sh if t  g e a rs  in  h is  life  

f ro m  one to  a n o th e r .

No so o n e r had  w e sa id  goodbye to  C h a n c e llo r  E rh a rd  and a l l  

th e  G e rm a n s , w hen th is  m o rn in g  th e r e  a r r iv e d  th e  J o in t  C hiefs of S taff, 

le d  b y  th a t  h an d so m e G e n e ra l M axw ell T a y lo r  and in c lu d in g  m o n o lith ic  

G e n e ra l L eM ay, General S h o u p  o f  t he M a rin e s  (w hose b ir th d a y  i t  w as 

and , in c id e n ta lly , h is  l a s t  d ay  in  th e  s e rv ic e ,  w e u n d e rs ta n d ) and a l l  

th e  o th e r s .

T hey  sp en t th e  m o rn in g  ta lk in g  o v e r  the  v e ry  w eigh ty  p ro b le m s  

and  I sp en t th e  m o rn in g  s tay in g  ou t of th e i r  w ay .
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M onday, D ecem b er 30th (continued)

D r. W alte r H e lle r ,  the  e c o n o m is t, and K e rm it G ordon, the  

D ire c to r  of the B u reau  of th e  B udget, w e re  in  and out, pu tting  In th e ir  

b it  d u rin g  the m o rn in g .

It w as a la te  lunch , and th en  the d e p a r tu re .

And th en  we w ent in  to A ustin , to  the fu n e ra l of M rs . Tom  M ille r , 

w hich  m a rk e d  som eth ing  of an  ending to  c e r ta in  days in  A u stin , b e ca u se  

if  th e re  w as e v e r  anybody who loved the tow n, who c la im e d  the tow n, and 

who MADE th e  tow n, i t  w as T om  M il le r ,  who d ied  a couple of y e a r s  ago, 

r a th e r  - -  r a th e r  t ra g ic a l ly .

And th is  w as the p a s s in g  of h is  w idow, and the  f in a l goodby - -  

goodby to th o se  day s .

Then Lyndon ro d e  down to the  s tag  show ing of the TV f ilm  abou t . . .  

( illeg ib le ) . I h e a r  th a t i t  w as good and I w ish  I could  have b een  th e re ,  bu t 

I had  to  be som e o th e r  p la c e s .

T en  m in u te s  b e fo re  sev en , J e r r y  g a th e re d  m e up, we ru sh e d  a c ro s s  

p la z a s ,  we stood  on the  c o rn e r ,  we jum ped  in to  the c a r ,  ju s t  lik e  

c lo ck w o rk , and d ro v e  to  the d ed ica tio n  of the C o n g reg a tio n  A gudas 

A ch im  Synagogue, w hich is  J im  N ovy 's b ra in c h ild  and d e a r  love.
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Sunday, D e ce m b er (continued)

T h is  d ed ic a tio n  th a t  L yndon w as going to  a tte n d  v e ry  s h o r tly  

a f te r ,  I  th in k  m aybe th e  n ig h t a f te r  N o v em b er 22nd, w as n a tu ra l ly  

p o s tp o n ed  a f te r  w hat h ap p en ed .

So th e r e  we w e re . I t w as a  n igh t 1*11 a lw ays r e m e m b e r  w ith  

g r e a t  a ffec tio n ! The h a ll ,  i t  w as f il le d  w ith  Jew s tha t-w e have known 

a l l  m y  life  in  A u stin , o u r  c o n s titu e n ts  fo r  m o re  th an  25 y e a r s ,  a  

good m an y  of th e m  ou r  good f r ie n d s ,  and  a  r e p re s e n ta t iv e   sprinkling 

of th e    f o l k s   in  A u s tin .

J im  N ovy m ad e  th e  in tro d u c tio n . I t w as - -  w e ll, th e  E n g lish  n. , i f »
M  A-

lan g u ag e  a in 't  se ld o m  h e a rd  no th ing  lik e  i t ,  b e c a u se  there wasn't an H th e  w hole

in tro d u c tio n
\

He sa id , " I  t h in k  i t  w as b a c k  in  1938 th a t I f i r s t  m e t th is
J

young C o n g re s sm a n . " And he  s a id , "W e c a n 't  e v e r  th an k  h im  enough 

fo r  a l l  th o se  Jew s  he got out of G e rm a n y  d u rin g  th e  days of H itl e r . "

And th en  he sa id , ’’L yndon, r ig h t  down th e r e  in  f ro n t of you, " 

and  I looked  down th e r e  and th e r e  w e re  s ix  l i t t l e  boys ra n g in g  in  age 

f ro m  abou t, oh, fo u r y e a r s  to  tw elv e  y e a r s ,  and  he s a id , ’’T h e re 's  

th e  c u r r e n t  g e n e ra tio n , and th e y 'l l  be w atch ing  fo r  you and  he lp ing

you.

T hen  he  w ent on to  d e s c r ib e  how th e  s im p le  m a n  fe e ls  about

som eo n e  who h as  g iven  h is  life  to  g o v ern m en t s e rv ic e .  I c o u ld n 't  help
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Sunday, D e c e m b e r  (continued)

re m e m b e r in g  th a t  J im  h im s e lf  c am e  o v e r  h e r e  a s  a  Je w ish  im m ig ra n t 

a t  th e  ag e  of so m e  e ig h t o r  so  y e a r s ,  and  w en t in to  th e  junk  b u s in e s s  

w hen he w as abou t tw elv e  o r  fo u r te e n . And h e 's  a m a s se d  q u ite  a  good 

d e a l of m oney , and  he*s p u ttin g  a  lo t of i t  b a c k  in to  th e  co m m u n ity  th a t 

h e lp ed  h im  and  b a c k  in to  th e  w hole J e w ish  m o v e m en t.

L yndon h im s e lf  w as n e v e r  b e t te r  in  h is  r e s p o n s e . He b eg an  by
a /

say in g , and  I fe e l  ju s t  th a t  w ay too , t h a t he w as g lad  th a t  h is  f i r s t  

n o n -o ff ic ia l sp e e c h  s in c e  he had  ta k en  th is  o ffice  w as in  a  p la c e  of 

w o rsh ip  in  h is  hom etow n.

It w as a  b e a u tifu l sp eech , sh o rt, b u t h e ’s m ad e  th e se  y e a rs  in  

p o lit ic s  good. And in  sp ite  of m y  love a f fa ir  w ith  TV and  m y  re c o g n itio n  

th a t  we c o u ld n 't  have  had  th e  liv e lih o o d  w e ’ve had  and r e m a in  in  

p o lit ic s  e x cep t fo r  TV, i t ’s th is  k ind  of p o lit ic s  th a t I r e a l ly  l ik e !

And life  w ill b e  le s s  r ic h  in  p o li t ic s  - -  le s s  r ic h  w hen th e r e  a r e  no 

m o re  m e e tin g s  lik e  th is  and  i t  a l l  ta k e s  p la c e  b e fo re  th e  c a m e ra .

A fte r  the  m e e tin g  w as o v e r  we le f t  q u ick ly , p ick ed  up th e  

new C o n g re s sm a n  Ja k e  P ic k le  and  h is  w ife , flew  out hom e to a  

r e a s o n a b ly  e a r ly  d in n e r , and  a  re a so n a b ly  e a r ly  b ed .

Two of th e  m o s t  m e m o ra b le  th in g s  abou t the  day  w e re  the  

w ay, a s  we s ta r te d  ou t of th e  Synagogue, p e r s o n  a f te r  p e r s o n  p lucked
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Sunday, D ec em b er (continued)
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a t  m y  s le e v e  and  sa id , '*I w ouldn’t  be h e r e  to d ay  i f  i t  w e r e n 't  fo r  

h im . He h e lp ed  m e  g e t ou t. ” And th a t  bo th  f r ig h te n s  you and  m a k es  

you happy .

And th e n  th e re  w as th e  n ice  w ay, a ro u n d  th e  f ir e p la c e  a f te r  

d in n e r , th a t  L ynda  B ird  and  D r . W a lte r  H e lle r  got to  ta lk in g , and  

L ynda B ird  w as ho ld ing  up h e r  end of the  c o n v e rsa tio n , w h ich  w as a l l  

ab o u t eco n o m ics  and  how to  im p ro v e  th e  cond itions a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  

of T e x a s , and  th e  econom y of th e  w hole S ta te , and o u r s ta tu r e  in  th e  

U nion.’ O h, she  upheld  h e r  end of th e  c o n v e rsa tio n  r e a l  w e ll, and  I 

cou ld  s e e  D r .  W a lte r  H e lle r  re sp o n d in g  to  h e r ,  no t on ly  w ith  in te r e s t ,  

b u t w ith  r e s p e c t  - -  and i t  w as fun.
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