
MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

c o u rs ^ a l l  of the

Monday • wAiHmoToic
\ Ja n u a ry  6, 1964  ̂ » :

My f i r s t  big day back  on the job. I got Uncle Huffm an  and  Aunt O vilee
-.1 . ■ '1

and Aunt Josepha off sight seeing  in  a White House c a r ,  w ith Sus an as th e ir  

g u id e . , , In troduced  them  to enough' of the sta ff to m ake them  fee l a t h o m e , 

and they a re  so ch arm ed  w ith th e ir  ro o m s. r , ■

They had p lenty  of things to see - - the C apito l f i r s t  of 

White Houses and then the M onument, and then they w ere  going out to 

A rlington , and then they w ere  going to P re s id e n t K ennedy's g rav e

And I se ttled  down from  9:30 to 12:30 to a  lo t of w ork  w ith L iz , B e ss , 

and Ashton. . ,  A ssignm ent of d u tie s , se ttlem en t of p ro b lem s, going over 

th ings, - d ec is io n s , d ec is io n s.

( ' ^  At 1 o‘c lock  c am e the redoing of m e , a  p e rm an en t w ith M r. P e r ,

from  w hich w ill em erge  a m uch b e tte r  looking Lady B ird . I t 's  alw ays 

qu iet and peacefu l to get to M r. P e r 's  shop b e cause  he h ad n 't seen  me 

in  a  y e a r , h e 's  not m ad a t m e fo r  not being th e re . H e 's  alw ays b r is k  and 

effic ien t, and p leasan t, and ra th e r  hum orous.

I w as back  in  tim e to s i t  down quietly  with Abe and talk  some b u s in e ss^ .—, 

house , a r t ,  things in  g enera l.

And then the big event of the day, which w as from  six  to seven t h i r t y _ ^  

  the White House staff recep tio n , som ething I had been  looking fo rw ard  

to v e ry  m uch. Which I had been told, we would be m eeting  everybody from  

a ll of the cooks, the m aid s, the sewing la d ie s , the g a rd e n e rs , the w a ite rs , 

everybody that m akes the house tick . T rue  enough, I did m ee t m o st of them
-------'
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even L ee w as th e re , but Zephyr and H elen w e re n 't  th e re . And I d idn 't

see  Rene e .

One of the n ic e s t things w as to get to m ee t, ra th e r  qu ietly  a t f i r s t   

and fo r ju s t a  few m inu tes co n v ersa tio n , the o n e s  who had been  th e re  

the lo n g e s t . , , M iss N ellie  B u tle r , who had com e a s  a  cook, back  in  the 

Coolidge ad m in is tra tio n ; and  then M iss R osenburg had com e in  1929; and 

a  m an  in  the c a rp e n te r  shop in  1930; and M r. M o rris  in  ' 31; and  then there  

w ere  two from  the R oosevelt a d m in is tra tio n . M iss E dith  Rowley from

W est V irg in ia , and then a M iss T oinette  B a tch e ld e r, who had  m e t Lyndon
f

when he had  been  down to W arm  Springs to see P r e siden t R oosevelt. She 

h e rs e lf  w as a pa tien t th e re  a t W arm  Springs, and that was how she cam e to 

know P re s id e n t R oosevelt and how she w ent to w ork  fo r h im .

T his is  one of the n ic e s t  p a r tie s  I e v e r expect to have h e re , because  

i t 's  people th a t I think m o st d e se rv e  to com e to a p a rty .

We stood in  fro n t of the beau tifu l C h ris tm a s  t re e , which w as deco ra ted  

w ith snow c ry s ta ls , lovely , spark ling  g la ss , m ade in  the m y ria d  shapes 

of snow c ry s ta ls , and lo ts  of beau tifu l lig h ts .

Uncle Huffman and Aunt Josepha, and Aunt O vilee, and Su s a n  w e re  

v e ry  m uch in  evidence and having a good tim e and, I hope, a re  m eeting  some 

of the p re s s ,  

B ecause Lyndon was la te , Luci stood in line with m e and rece iv ed

r
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n e a r ly  everybody, and then finally , when h e r  daddy cam e, she slipped  off

u p s ta ir s , to ta lk  to Jack . *

I be lieve  I can  w rite  'w e ll filled ’ and "w ell done" a f te r  th is  day.

Lyndon w ent back  to w ork  a fte r  the recep tion , and so did I  with 

v a rio u s  th ings. And then he cam e over quite la te , about 10:20, I be lieve , 

w ith the 'V a len tis  a n d  Jake P ick le .

A fte r a  sw im , we had d inner.
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