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THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

T u esd ay , J a n u a ry  7, 1964   W H D

T his m o rn in g  b eg an  w ith a l i t t le  b u s in e s s  w ith  L iz and B e ss , and 

in  looking  a t lo ts  and lo ts  of sa m p le s  w ith M rs . H en d rick s  in  Lynda 

and L u c i 's  ro o m .

And th en , a t 1 o 'c lo c k , th e re  w as one of th e  m o s t im p o rta n t m o m en ts  

of the  day , w hen I w ent to  th e  R ed R oom  to s tand  in  lin e  to g r e e t  the L ab o r 

le a d e r s ,  w hom  Lyndon had  in v ited  fo r  a  Stag Luncheon.

The b ig  b r a s s  w as on hand  to  r e c e iv e  th em . R usk  of th e  S ta te  D e p a r t-

m en t, D illon  of the  T re a s u ry ,  M cN am ara  f ro m  D efen se , H odges of 

C o m m e rc e , W irtz  of L ab o r , D ire c to r  of B udget K e rm it  G ordon, W alte r 

H e lle r  f ro m  the E co n o m ics  C ouncil, L a r r y  O 'B r ie n , P i e r r e  S a lin g e r - 

even  T h eo d o re  S orenson .

I w as g lad  of the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  look a t th e m  a l l ,  and see  w hat th e y 'r e  

l ik e . J im  C a ry  I r e m e m b e r  f ro m  a" long tim e  back ; and David Dubinsky, 

r a th e r  lik e  a  p ix ie , som ebody  - one of the b e s t  s to r ie s  I know abou t, Lyndon 

te l l s  about h im  and M au ry  M a v e r ic k . . .  D avid M acD onald , v e ry  big  and 

h an d so m e , and m a sc u lin e . G eo rg e  M eany, p o n d ero u s  on h is  can e . W alte r  

R e u th e r , so young and v ita l  and, i t  s e e m s  to m e , such  a good r e p re s e n ta t iv e  

of h is  p eo p le , a s  I hope we a re  of a ll  the  peo p le . E v e ry  tim e  I see  h im , I 

th in k  abou t a  s to ry , i ts  t ru th  I d o n 't  know  abou t, th a t w ent so m eth in g  lik e  

th is ;  A new  p ro c e s s  of au to m atio n  had  b een  pu t in  a t  one of th e  F o rd  p la n ts ,  

th a t  p u t ou t of w o rk  qu ite  a  s iz e a b le  n u m b er of p eo p le , and  th in g s  go t to  going 

on a  b e l t  th a t  w e re  fo rm e r ly  done by hum an  b e in g s . An o ffic ia l of F o rd  

w as s tan d in g  th e re ,  w atch ing  the b e lt  go by and the w ork  being  done, w ith
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W alte r  R e u th e r  a t  h is  s id e . And knock , knock, knock w en t the l i t t le  

g ad g ets  on the b e lt ,  and the o ffic ia l tu rn e d  to W alte r R e u th e r  and  sa id ,

?" A lr ig h t W a lte r , w hen a r e  you going to s ig n  them  up in  y o u r u n io n ."

A nd W a lte r  R e u th e r  is  su p p o sed  to  have sa id , " J u s t  a s  soon a s  they  s ta r t  

buy ing  F o rd s  fro m  you. "

iA- ■
And then  th e re  w as J im  S u ffrag e , whom I re m e m b e r  so  fondly  and  

whom  I - w e ll, I  w onder if  the  d iffe re n c e  b e tw een  hu m an  b e in g s  can  be 

a s  s im p le  a s  com ing  to know  e a c h  o th er?  We w ent a ro u n d  the w o rld  

to g e th e r , we s h a re d  a  lo t  of e x p e r ie n c e s , and  so  I lik e  h im . I  w ish  I 

cou ld  th ink  i t  cou ld  be a s  e a sy  a s  th a t, w ith  e v e ry b o d y .
-

A nd Andy Bi e m i l le r ,  who cam e  h e re  to C o n g re ss  w ith  u s , b a ck  in  

1936. (we, of c o u r s e ,  cam e in  37, a  few  m onths a f te rw a rd .)

A s soon a s  I h ad  p e r fo rm e d  m y  l i t t le  duty of shak ing  hands w ith  them  

and tak ing  them  a l l  in , and  th ink ing  abou t th em , and  w ondering  how they  

w e re  se rv in g  th e ir  v a r io u s  c o n s titu e n ts , th ey  a l l  p a s se d  in to  the room  fo r 

Iunch  and  I w ent b ack  on u p s ta i r s ,  fo r  lu n ch  on a  t r a y  w ith  B abs Janew ay , 

and  L iz  C a rp e n te r ,  who w as in  an d  out, bu t m o s tly  out.

B abs is  w ritin g  a  s to ry  ab o u t m e . I cou ldn ' t  h e lp  b u t r e m e m b e r  the 

l a s t  r a th e r  em o tio n a l tim e th a t she and  E llio t and  I  s a t   on a  b ed  on a  sm a ll  

c ra m p e d  b ed ro o m  in  a  h o te l in  L os A n g eles , in  the su m m e r  of 1960.  Af te r  

she f in ish e d , I had  a  lu x u rio u s  a f te rn o o n  of a  nap.
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And then , a  v e ry  p ro p e r  d in n e r , w ith  U ncle H uffm an and  A unt O vilee ,

and  A unt Jo sep h a , p re c e e d e d  by  a .b le s s in g . And got to a s k  them  a l l  

ab o u t w hat th e y 'd  b e en  doing . And Sus an  h ad  b een  taking good c a re  of th em , 

and  they  h ad  r e a l ly  done a  lo t of s ig h tse e in g  and  a  lo t of v is it in g  w ith  a  

r e la t iv e  who l iv e s  in  A le x a n d ria .

I t’s r e a l ly  g iven  m e a  lo t  of p le a s u re ,  to know th a t I  have done s o m e -

th ing  fo r  M rs , Jo h nson , hav ing  h e r  s i s t e r  and  h e r  b r o th e r  up h e re  to see  

L.yndon*s a c h ie v e m en t.

Lyndon, w ith  in d e fa tig a b le  a p p e tite , a f te r  hav in g  h ad  the L a b o r le a d e r s  

a t  noon, w as hav ing  the b u s in e s s m e n 's  co u n c il th a t evening  fo r  a  s t ag  d in n e r  

and  so , the  m o m e n t o u r d in n e r w as o v e r , I  w en t in to  the O val Room  to g re e t  

the 16 g u e s ts  th a t had  been  a sk e d  to com e u p s ta i r s  and  have a  s p e c ia l 

c o c k ta il  w ith  the P re s id e n t ,  b e c a u s e , n a tu ra lly , the P re s id e n t  w a s n 't  th e re

y e t, and  som ebody  n eed ed  to be.

T h e re  w as R o g er B lough of U. S. S teel, and , of c o u rse  I r e m e m b e r  how

L ynda B ird  had  b een  on the c o m m itte e  th a t h ad  go tten him  to com e down 

to sp e a k  to the U n iv e rs ity  o f T e x a s , and to ld  h im  th a t she h ad  a c tu a lly  gone 

up and m e t h im .

A nd then  to M r, F . R. K appef  the c h a irm a n  of A m e r ic a l  T e l and  T e l -
][ thought

w e ll, i t  w as e a sy  to say  that/w e ought to - a t  l e a s t  -  why we p ra c t ic a l ly  

su p p o rte d  h im  w hat w ith  L ynda B ird  engaged  to a N avy m an  who w as alw ays 

f a r ,  f a r  aw ay, an d  L y n d o n 's  p en ch an t fo r  the te lephone .

And fro m  our own s ta te ,  L . F .  M cCollum  of C o n tin en ta l O il in  H ouston.
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A nd how m uch  we m is s e d  G eo rg e  B row n, b u t he cou ldn ’t be th e re  

th a t  n ig h t -  u lc e r s  h ad  h im  in  the  h o sp ita l.

And the v e ry  h an d so m e , a t t r a c t iv e  Tom  W atson of IBM , s tand ing  

in  the  c o rn e r ,  look ing  on, p ro b a b ly  th inking  how m uch m o re  g ra c e fu l th is  

co u ld  a l l  have b een  in  a n o th e r  day .

It w as an  in te re s t in g  30 m in u te s  to m e . Lyndon did  jo in  us  a f te r  a  

w hile  bu t I  lo v ed  lis te n in g  to th o se  peop le  b e c a u se  a  lo t  of the m a te r ia l  

s u c c e s s  of th is  co u n try  m u s t be due to the im a g in a tio n  and  b ra in s  of 

peop le  lik e  th a t.

And a s  fo r  M r, M urphy, of C am p b e ll Soup, I p ra c t ic a l ly  f e l t  lik e

. I
 ̂ te llin g  h im  we h ad  gone a ro u n d  the w o rld  liv ing  off of h is  soup.

S h o rtly  a f te r  Lyndon jo in ed  u s ,  we w ent down s ta i r s ,  to m e e t a l l  the 

o th e r  g u e s ts .  The to ta l p a r ty  w as , oh, ab o u t 89 b u s in e s s m e n  and  then  a 

co n tin g en t of governm ent  p eo p le , inc lud ing  once m o re , and it  looks lik e  he 

is  w ork ing  them  a lm o s t a s  h a rd  a s  he i s  h i m s e l f  S e c re ta ry  of the

T r e a s u ry  D ouglas D illon, M cN am ara  fro m  D efen se , H odges fro m  C o m m e rc e , 

W irtz  fro m  L a b o r, K e rm it G ordon  fro m  the B udget, and H e lle r  fro m  the 

C o u n c il of E conom ic A d v is e rs ,  , . Enough to give a  good exchange w ith  a l l  

th e se  b u s in e s sm e n , of w hat th is  A d m in is tra tio n  p lan s  to do, w hat i ts  people 

look  lik e , th ink  lik e , w an t, th a t i s ,  a s  m u ch  a s  you can  in  a  c row d  of o v e r 

100 ,
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' A lon g w ith  Lyndon, 1 m e t  the r e s t  of the g u e s ts .  I  r e m e m b e r  M r.

L a z a ru s  o f the F e d e ra te d  D e p a rtm e n t S to re s , I  th ink  h e ’s a  f r ie n d  of 

A b e 's . . .N eil M c E lro y  of P r o c to r  and  G am ble , whom I  re m e m b e r  fro m  a 

r a th e r  r e c e n t  A d m in is tra tio n  h e re .  A nd C. R . Sm ith  of A m e ric a n  A ir l in e s ,  

fo r  whom  I h ad  a  c r o s s  w o rd  fo r tak ing  m y  fa v o rite  V ice P re s id e n t .
s

And D r. F ra n k  S tan ton , m y  a l l  tim e  f r ie n d , to whom I can  sa y  " I 'm  

s o r r y  I  w a s n 't  a  b e t te r  sa le sw o m an . "

And to Solon T u r m a n  of L y k es  B ro th e r s  S team sh ip  C om pany . w h a t  

I r e a l ly  w an ted  to say  and  d id n 't  qu ite  know how  i s ,  " I  ju s t  hope 1 m anage 

to  be im p o rta n t enough, long enough so y o u 'll  save  m e  a  f re e  r id e  on th a t

r  /V- sh ip  I c h r is te n e d . "

A fte r  g e ttin g  them  s ta r te d  in  to d in n e r , I  h ap p ily  le f t  them  to th e ir  

b u s in e s s  and  w en t on u p s ta i r s .


