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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8

W ednesday , J a n u a ry  8 w as  the S ta te  of the  Union, It 

w as  one of th o se  days th a t  you h av e  the fee ling  th a t  ev ery th ing  th a t  

h a s  gone b e fo re  in  the l a s t  two w eeks  a t  any r a t e  w as  lead ing  up to - -  

‘ w ork ing  up to. So h a d  S ir  H i l a r y  f e l t  w hen h e  a t  l a s t  r e a c h e d  the top

^  of M ount E v e r e s t !  B c a u s e  i t  s e e m e d  to m e  th a t  we had  long, long

ro p e s  s t r e tc h e d  up a  high, h igh  m o u n ta in  and  day by day we had  been  

pulling  and hau ling  and th is  f ina lly  w as  the day th a t  we e i th e r  c a m e  to 

the  top and fe l l  on our fa c e  o r  s tood up and p lan ted  the  flag.

I a r r iv e d  a l i t t le  b i t  e a r ly  and took m y  s e a t  in  the f ro n t  

row , f lanked  on the r ig h t  by L u c i  B a in es  and then  how g lad  I w as  to 

h av e  R o b e r ta  V inson nex t and then  U ncle  H uffm an  B a in e s  and h is  w ife  

A unt O vilee  and Aunt J o se fa .  T h a t w as  the  s o r t  o f - -w e l l ,  I know 

M rs .  Jo h n so n  would have  liked  that. Then  on the o th e r  s ide  I had 

Susan  and H e le n  and nobody w atch ed  i t  w ith  m o r e  i n t e r e s t  than  H elen. 

Behind us w e re  the w ives  of the  C ab in e t  m e m b e r s  and the w ives  of
A

the S u p rem e  C o u r t  and a lso  as  our  g u e s ts  w e re  H o b a r t  T a y lo r  and Jay  

T a y lo r  and I no ticed  tucked aw ay on the f a r t h e r e s t  s tep  in  the  l a s t  l i t t le  

s q u a re  inch  w as W endy M a rc u s ,  young and e a g e r  and r e a d y  to g ra b  life 

by the  fo re lo c k .  I am  g lad  she  m a d e  i t  in s id e  the  door.
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T he f a m i l ia r  ro o m  below  began  to  f il l  up w ith  the  pom p and 

d isp la y  th a t  a lw ays ta k e s  p la c e  on th e s e  o c c a s io n s .  How m an y  t im e s  

I have se e n  it! T he  H ouse w as  in  i t s  s e a t .  T hen  w ith  a  loud 

ann o u n cem en t f ro m  F is h b a i t  M il le r ,  in  c a m e  th e  Senate . Then  I th ink  

next co m es  th e  D ip lo m atic  C o rp s,  getting  b ig g e r  a l l  th e  t im e  and  how 

th e y  f in a lly  found ro o m  fo r  th e m  I d o n 't  know, and th en  th e  C abine t 

and  th e  C o u r t  occupying th e  f ro n t  row s a nd in  h is  m o s t  p o n tif ica l  voice

F is h b a i t  M i l l e r - - a n d  how could  t h e r e  e v e r  be  a  r e p la c e m e n t  fo r
I V  / /

F i s h b a i t - -  r o s e  and  s a id  T he  P r e s id e n t  of T he U nited  S ta tes  and in

w alked  Lyndon, f lanked  by  old f r ie n d s  of long standing^and w ent up to

th e  p o d iu m  r ig h t  in  f ro n t  of S p eak e r  M c C o rm a c k  and S en a to r  C a r l

H ayden w ith  th e  f lag  beh ind  h im . S p eak e r  M c C o rm a c k  g ra y  and

c ra g g y  and w hite  h a ire d ,  and S en a to r  H a y d e n - -h e re  e v e r  s in c e  A riz o n a

e n te re d  th e  U n io n - -a  c h a rm in g  l iv e ly  fa c e  fo r  e ig h ty -f iv e ,  r a th e r

h u m o ro u s ,  bu t I w o n d er  how m a n y  peo p le  in  the  C h a m b e r  w e re  s t ru c k

w ith  th e  thought th a t  t h e r e  i s  a  d r a m a t ic  som eth ing  t h e r e  th a t  say s

'  Take  care!

M y fa v o r i te  l in e  w as  a c tu a l ly  about th e  f i r s t .  "I w il l  be 

b r ie f  fo r  o u r  t im e  i s  n e c e s s a r i ly  s h o r t  and our  agenda  is  n e c e s s a r i ly  

long” and th e n  th e r e  w as a  l in e  about ”I t  can be done by th is  s u m m e r " .

I w ant i t  done so th a t  the  H ouse and S enate  w ill  look b e t t e r  to  th e  N ation 

a s  m u ch  a s  I w an t i t  to  be done fo r  L yndon 's  good and th e  D e m o c ra t ic

r.1
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P a r t y ' s  good. By a l l  odds, th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  th ing  to  m e  in  the  

sp eech  w as  w h e re  he s a id  "T h is  A d m in is t ra t io n  h e re  and  now d e c la r e s  

unconditional w a r  on p o v e r ty  in  A m e r ic a .  I a s k  th is  C o n g re ss  and 

a l l  A m e r ic a n s  to  jo in  m e  in  th a t  e f fo r t"  w ith  a  p r e t ty  heavy a c c e n t  on 

education , on r e t r a in in g ,  on hea lth .  I  l iked  th a t  l ine  about a  thousand  

d o l la r s  in v e s te d  in  an unem ployab le  youth today  can  r e tu r n  fo r ty  

th o u san d  o r  m o r e  in  his  l i fe t im e .

I looked a ro u n d  fo r  m y  w e a th e r  vane Dick R u s s e l l  and t r i e d  to  

w a tch  his  r e a c t io n s  a l l  th ro u g h  i t  and in  sp ite  of s e a rc h in g  fo r  H a r r y  

B y rd  e v e ry  t im e  th e  w o rd  budget w as  m en tio n ed , I co u ld n 't  find him .

I did no tice  th a t  the  R ep u b lican  app lauding  w as  p r e t ty  s p a r s e ,  but 

th e  applaud ing  in  g e n e ra l  w as  aw fully  good, so good th a t  a  v e ry  s h o r t  

s p e e c h - -o n e  of th e  s h o r t e s t  fo r  a  S tate  of th e  U n io n -- I  th ink  it  w as 

d es ig n ed  to  be so m eth in g  l ik e  tw en ty  m in u te s  s t r e tc h e d  out to  a  good 

d ea l  o v er  tw enty , p o s s ib ly  th i r ty .

I w atched , too, th e  P r e s s  C orps^w ondering  w hat w as  going 

th ro u g h  th e i r  m in d s  and com ing  out soon in  t h e i r  ty p e w r i te r s .  .^F inally  

th e  end and  I had le t  out th a t  long d raw n  b re a th .  Why should i t  m ak e  

m e  so t i r e d ?  As Lyndon tu rn e d  a ro u n d  to  shake  hands w ith  S peak er  

M c C o rm a c k  and  w ith  S en a to r  H ayden and then  w ith  Lew D e s c h le r  and 

a l l  of his  old f r ie n d s ,  he f iled  out. L uc i and  I too w alked  out in to  the  

w a it in g  a r m s  of th e  la d ie s  of th e  p r e s s  and I hope I m a d e  so m e  s e n se
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w han I sa id  the sp eech  w as a p r e t ty  good sy n th e s is  of h is  living 

and w ork ing  fo r  the  l a s t  th i r ty  y e a r s  and then  quoted the l in es  

th a t  ap p ea led  to m e  p a r t ic u la r ly ,  r e m e m b e r in g  c e r ta in ly  th a t  one 

about "You m u s t  be  s tro n g  enough to w in  a  w a r  and w ise  enough to 

p r e v e n t  one. "

A bout f ive  th i r ty  we h a d  a  m e e tin g  o v er  in  the  fam ily  

s i t t in g  ro o m , B il l  B a tt  of the  ARA, and two of h is  a s s i s ta n t s ,  D ick 

N elson  f ro m  our office, L i z  C a rp e n te r  and M ac K ilduff to ta lk  about 

m y  t r i p  to  P e n n sy lv a n ia  on S a tu rd ay . They s p re a d  out the m a p s ,  they 

gave m e  a lo t  of in fo rm a tio n  and about the  am oun t of unem ploym ent, 

why i t  happened , w h a t ARA w as  doing about i t ,  the ch an ces  of s u c c e s s ,  

the th ings th a t  I m ig h t  do, w h a t sounded the  m o s t  p ro d u c tiv e .  We gave 

the day  a  s o r t  of a  fine tooth com b going over  p lanning  w hat would be the 

m o s t  in te re s t in g  and i l lu m in a tin g  a nd I do like to know w hat I a m  getting 

in to  and to be  w ell  b r i e f e d  in  ev ery th in g  th a t  is  going to happen, so i t  

w as  w o r th  the  a lm o s t  two h o u rs  of t im e  th a t  we spen t on it.  B i l l  B a tt  

i s  a  p r e t ty  im p r e s s iv e  c h a r a c t e r - - b ig ,  ta l l ,  r e l ia b le  looking, f o r m e r  

m e m b e r  of G o v e rn o r  David L a w re n c e  of P e n n s y lv a n ia 's  c lo se  g roup.

I th ink i t  i s  ca l led  a C a b in e t  and he  w as the la b o r  m e m b e r  in  it .


