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T h u rsd ay ,  J a n u a ry  9 w as one of th o se  b la c k  days th a t  

you had  ju s t  as  soon s c r a tc h  out of y o u r  c a le n d a r .  The m a in  event 

of the  m o rn in g  w as to go down and have  a TV in te rv ie w  w ith  N ancy 

H a nsch m a n  of NBC who w as  w rap p in g  up"The Week that Was" w ith  

M rs .  Lyndon J o h n s o n - - a  th i r ty  m in u te  p ro g ra m  th a t  is  going to be 

a i r e d  on Sunday, W hen I got into it,  b e c a u se  the w eek did look so 

g o o d - -s u c h  a  b r ig h t  k a le id o sc o p e  of th ings happening , I w as  happy 

to a g re e  to it, w ithout quite  re a l iz in g  th a t  i t  invo lved  s it t ing  down 

and hav ing  a  r e a l  genuine  in te rv ie w  w hich w as n e c e s s a r y .

B ut th a t  m o rn in g  I  w as  u n p re p a re d ,  bone t i r e d  and ju s t  

p la in  d id n 't  w an t to. I  know i t  is  going to show th rough  in  the f in ished  

p ro d u c t  w hich  took p la c e  in  the  l i b r a r y  d o w n s ta ir s  w ith N ancy who 

co u ld n 't  h av e  been  sw e e te r  and t r i e d  m o r e  to sav e  m e  and he lp  m e .

Then the  r e s t  of the  day I r e a d  r e a m  a f te r  r e a m  of Ruth  

M o n tg o m e ry 's  book on m e .  She h as  been  m o s t  c o n s id e ra te  in  ask ing  

m e  to look i t  o v e r ,  c o r r e c t  i t  fo r  e r r o r s  and even if th e r e  w e re  so m e  

th ings  I would hope th a t  she  would not u se  to po in t those  out, and on
I

th a t  b a s is  I have done i t .  I t ' s  a live ly , in te re s t in g  book. S om etim e, 

so m ew h ere ,  I hope som eone  w ill  w r i te  one with m o r e  depth  about 

Lyndon and m e .

T his  a f te rn o o n  a t 4:30 th e r e  w as  a  re c e p t io n  to open B la ir
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H o u se  w hich is  the p r o je c t  of R obin  Duke. R obin  and M rs .  R u sk  and 

I s tood in  l ine  and r e c e iv e d  the p lu m b e rs  and the p a in te r s  and the
<

p a p e rh a n g e r s ,  everybody  th a t  had  w o rk ed  on B la i r  H ouse  and I w as 

so p le a s e d  th a t  R obin  se e m e d  to know e v e ry  one of th em  and w hat they 

had  done and gave m e  a  th u m b n a il  sk e tc h  as they w en t by. And then  I 

m e t  M r. K a tzen b ach  w hose  w a l lp a p e r s  I h ave  d ro o le d  o v e r  fo r  y e a r s  

and M r.  Scal a m a n d re  w hose  f a b r ic s  h av e  b een  a de ligh t and so m e  of 

the h ead  peop le  of L o rd  and T a y lo r  who h ave  v e ry  g e n e ro u s ly  co n tr ib u te d  

w hat is  c a l le d  the Q u een ’s Suite on the second  f lo o r .

Th is  h o u se  h a s  b een  b ro u g h t  to a v e ry  lovely  s ta te  of e legance  

by R obin  Duke and h e r  B la i r  H ouse  F in e  A r ts  C o m m it te e  and a l l  of the 

d onors  on the p r o je c t  and I am  s u r e  i t  m u s t  h a v e  taken  a  lo t  of h ead w o rk  

and foo tw ork  on R o b in 's  p a r t  and i t ' s  a  g r e a t  t r ib u te  to h e r  th a t  she  h a s  

done i t  so e legan tly . I, too, as  a  t e m p o ra ry  r e s id e n t  of th is  g r e a t  w hite  

build ing h e r e  am  g lad  th a t  the v i s i t o r s - - C h ie f s  of S ta te  f ro m  a f a r - - h a v e  

such  a lovely  g u e s th o u s e  to s tay  in  b e c a u se  o th e rw ise  of c o u rse ,  they 

would be r ig h t  nex t door to m e  up on the second  f lo o r .  I am  a f ra id  

though a t  B la i r  H ouse  th e re  i s  going to be one s m a l l  m is s in g  l ink  and 

th a t  is  one dining ro o m  c h a ir  th a t  w o n 't  have  i t s  need lepo in t  on top of 

i t  on t im e l  A ll of the la d ie s  of the  C ab ine t,  inc lud ing  m e , a g re e d  about 

two m o n th s  ago to do a  n eed lep o in t  c h a i r  s e a t  fo r  the dining ro o m  a t 

B la i r  H ouse . We h ad  a  w hole y e a r  to do i t  in, but a t  the r a t e  I am
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p r o g re s s in g ,  m in e  d o e s n 't  look like  i t  is  going to be  t h e r e  on t im e .

If th is  day h a s  b een  a  b lack  day I g u ess  the r e a s o n  is  th a t  

i t  i s  ju s t  a  s o r t  of c l im b ing  down off the m o u n ta in - - th e  r e l e a s e  f ro m  

the  te n s io n  and ge tting  r id  of the S ta te  of the  Union th a t  h a s  m ad e  i t  

so . If i t  i s  th a t  way w ith  m e ,  w hat m u s t  i t  have  been  like  w ith  Lyndon?
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