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Today began  w ith  M is s  G enevieve H e n d r ic k s  going th rough  

b u sh e ls  of s a m p le s  and i t  w as  r a th e r  f r u s t r a t in g  b e c a u se  i t  s e e m s  

th a t  a l l  of the e f fo r t  I pu t in  w ith  S a lly  had  b een  w as ted ,  but we s e le c te d  

a  n u m b er  of lovely  ones and she r e a l ly  p r o m is e s  to r e tu r n  nex t w eek  

w ith  the  a n s w e rs  to every th ing .

The big p ro b le m  of today, and a c tu a l ly  som eth ing  tha t I have  

been  looking fo rw a rd  to, is  t e a  fo r  the  la d ie s  of the  p r e s s - - a b o u t  

s ix ty - f iv e  of t h e m - - a t  fou r  o 'c lo c k .  I hope the  t im e  n e v e r  co m es  when 

I fe e l  I h ave  to be  a f ra id  of them .

As I s tood in  the Yellow Room , I w as  s u r p r i s e d  to se e  how m any  

of th em  I  could  c a l l  by th e ir  f i r s t  n a m e s  and how m an y  of th em  I am  

ju s t  genu ine ly  fond o f .   B onnie Angelo and B e tty  B ea le  and C h r is t in e  

S ad le r  Coe of M c C a l l 's  M agazine , Nancy D ic k e rso n  of NBC. And w hen  I
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saw  D o ris  F le e s o n  com e in, I a lm o s t  sa id  if  I c lo se  m y  eyes  W alte r  

L ip p m an  w il l  be the nex t one! And H elen  Baldw in  of the W aco n ew sp ap er  

h ad  co m e  up b e c a u se  she  w an ts  to w r i te  a s p e c ia l  a r t i c le  on m e  and to 

"? s e e  m e  a c tu a l ly  in  ac tio n  as  p e rh a p s  the b e s t  w ay to go about it .  O ther
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f a m i l i a r  o n e s - - m y  gard en in g  f r ie n d  I sa b e l le  G riff in , Gw e n  Gibson, 

F r a n c e s  L ew ine and H e len  T h o m as ,  w hom  I fe e l  I know b e s t  of all, 

F lo r e n c e  Lowe, and I sa b e l le  M ath is  who I g u ess  is  s o r t  of help ing  out 

h e r  husband  and p ro b ab ly  the s w e e te s t  one of a ll ,  D orothy  McCardle
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When I saw  S a rah  M cClendon, I  j u s t  thought, I hope I d o n 't  

have to  s t a r t  f linching  l ik e  so  m an y  p eo p le  do w hen th e y  s e e  yo u , A nd 

th a t  f a v o r i te  of a l l  g en tlem en , M iss  M a ria n n e  M eans;  th e  S p e a k e r 's  

old f r ie n d  Hope R id ings M il le r ;  Ruth M o n tg o m ery  who is  doing a  book 

on m e  and w as going o v e r  to  in te rv ie w  Lyndon on w hat he thought 

about m e  v e ry  sh o rt ly ;  Jo se p h in e  R ip ley  who I r e m e m b e r  so happily  

f r o m  m y  t r i p  to  W est V irg in ia  and who w r i te s  fo r  th a t  r a r e  n ew sp ap e r  

th a t  m an y  peo p le  look to  a s  one of th e  b e s t ,  th e  C h r is t ia n  Science 

M onito r;  N an Robertson and I s a b e l le  Shelton , I th ink  I sa b e l le  did the  

f i r s t  by-line on m e  th a t  anybody e v e r  d id .  And M a r ie  S m ith  and  M a ry  

Van R e n s s la e r  T h a y e r - -and  I 'd  a  lo t  r a t h e r  s a t  down and l i s te n e d  to  

h e r  ta lk  about th e  E a s t  th an  to  l i s t e n  to  m e  ta lk  about th e  W hite H ouse.

The p u rp o se  of the  w h o le  th in g  w as  a c tu a l ly  to  se t  the  te n o r  

o f  not having p r e s s  c o n fe re n c e s  bu t to  inv ite  th e m  in to  a  r e la x e d  and 

p le a s a n t  a tm o s p h e re  and to  o f fe r  th e m  som ebody  e ls e  who w as  new5 

T h is  t im e  th e  p e r s o n  who w as  news w as E s th e r  P e te r s o n ,  who had ju s t  , 

b een  g iven  a  new job a s  A s s i s ta n t  to  th e  P r e s id e n t  on C o n su m e r  P r o b le m s  

and the  p ie c e  ^e r e s i s ta n c e  w as  to  have E s th e r ,  who I in tro d u ced , 

s tand  up in  f ro n t  of th e  f i r e p la c e  in  th e  Yellow R oom  and t e l l  us a l l  

about th e  m a i l  she  had b een  re c e iv in g  about th e  c o n s u m e r  p ro b le m s ,  

about w hat h e r  p lan s  w e re  fo r  i t  and  th a t  w as th e  r e a l  m e a t  of the  day. 

T h e n  I s u g g e s te d  to th e  la d ie s  th a t  p e rh a p s  th ey  w ould l ik e  to  have a
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l i t t le  to u r  of the  Second F lo o r  and they  a l l  s e e m e d  quite  in te r e s te d  

in  the p ro sp e c t ,  so out we put. The m a in  th ings I found out about 

i t  w as th a t  s ix ty - f iv e  w as  too m an y  to take  th rough  on a tour  and the 

nex t t im e  I am  going to do i t  p r e f e r a b ly  w ith  tw enty  and p o s it iv e ly  

not m o r e  than  th i r ty ]

F o r tu n a te ly  I have  h ad  t im e  to  do about f ive  ro o m s  p re t ty  

thorough ly  w ith  the C u r a t o r  and I could  do th em  know ledgeably  and I 

hope w ith  so m e  an ecd o te s .  F o r  in s ta n c e ,  w e s ta r t e d  off in  the  Yellow 

Room  w h e re  P r e s id e n t  A dam s ,  the  f i r s t  to l ive  in  the h o u se , u sed  to 

r e c e iv e  in  h is  v e lv e t  b reech es  with  h is  s i lv e r  k nee  buck les  and h is  
»

w ife A bigail  s e a te d  a t  h is  s id e .  Once a  w eek  h e  did it .  The u su a l  th ings — 

I c a n ' t  r e s i s t  being a m u se d  as  I po in t out the p o r th o le  p o r t r a i t  of 

G eo rg e  W ashington  by R e m b ra n d t  and com m enting  how the  exceeding  

t e m e r i t y  of p a re n ts  who n am e an in fan t R e m b ra n d t  and then  h e  tu rn s  out 

to be  a fam o u s  p a in te r !  I t  w as  a p a r t i c u la r  joy to po in t out th a t  a l l  of 

the  fu rn i tu r e  in  th a t  long h a l l  is  the  w o rk  of the  g r e a t e s t  A m e r ic a n  

cab in e tm ak ers  about the p e r io d  1810 in  H epplew hite  and S h e raton, with  

th e i r  own touches  added. You se e , they w e re  copying the E n g lish  g r e a t  

of the p re c e d in g  tw en ty -f iv e  o r  fifty  y e a r s  b e c a u se  w ith  the tu rm o i l  of 

the  R ev o lu t io n a ry  W ar, we d id n 't  ca tch  up to doing th ings th a t  w e re  

e leg an t  and lovely  un til  about 1795.  And so th is  f u rn i tu re  w as r e a l ly  m a d e  

be tw een  then  and about 1810 o r  1815.  And i t  is  a l l  the  r e s u l t  of
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M rs .  K ennedy’s w o n d erfu l  t a s t e  and  d e te rm in a t io n  g a th e r in g  i t  to g e th e r .  

A ctua lly  one of the  m o s t  in te re s t in g  m o m e n ts  w as  in  th e  T r e a ty  

R oom  w hich  w as  w h e re  M rs ,  F ra n k l in  D elano R o o sev e lt  u sed  to  hold 

h e r  P r e s s  C o n fe re n c e s  f o r  w om en  only and  I a sk e d  th o se  th a t  had b een  

t h e r e  in  th o se  days  to  hold up th e i r  hands and t h e r e  w e r e - - o h  I would say- 

so m e  te n  o r  tw e lv e  of th e  s ix ty - fo u r  who w e re  g a th e re d  th e r e  who had 

b een  t h e r e  in  M rs .  R o o s e v e l t 's  day and I would r a t h e r  have l i s te n e d  to 

w hat th e y  had to  say  than  w hat I had to  say  fo r  th e  r e s t  of th e  t im e .  

B e c a u se  I have l ived  openly and u n a f ra id  and qu ite  can d id ly  I 

th ink , w ith  peo p le  a l l  of m y  life ,  I found th is  p le a s a n t ,  I l ik e  to  show

th e m  m y  w ay of l ife , but th e  next m o rn in g  w hen I r e a d  Nan R o b e r ts o n 's  

s to r y  in  th e  New Y ork  T im e s ,  i t  d id  o c c u r  to  m e  th a t  I m u s t  r e m e m b e r  

to  p u t a l l  books up th a t  I d o n 't  w an t m en tio n ed  in  s to r i e s .  Of c o u r se ,

I had b een  c a re fu l  enough to  pu t a l l  l e t t e r s  and r e a l ly  p r iv a te  th ings  out 

of s igh t,  bu t i t  h ad n 't  o c c u r r e d  to  m e  th e  r e a l ly  f ine  too th  com b w ith  

w hich  fo u r  o r  f ive  n ew sp ap e r  w o m en  can go th ro u g h  the  house  a s  they  

s im p ly  m a k e  a  quick  jo u rn e y .  We had d r in k s  and a  happy exchange and 

I en joyed th e m  and 1 do b e l ie v e  an  a f te rn o o n  w ell  spent.

Then I began  to  s e e  w hat w as  going to happen to  m y  husband 

th a t  night. It tu rn e d  out to  b e  one of th o se  long, long evenings of 

m an y , m a n y  phone c a l ls  and m an y , m a n y  d e la y s .  I had d in n e r  on a  t ra y .  

^ He c a m e  hom e about 11:15 and  had d in n e r  and  f in a lly  a t  long la s t  to  bed.
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I th ink  the  th ings  they  l iked  h e a r in g  about m o s t  a r e  the  l i t t le  

s im p le  p e r s o n a l  th in g s ,  like  the  t im e  I w alked  in to  the T re a ty  Room  

and found Luc i B a in e s ' A lg e b ra  and L a tin  and som e f ra y e d  notebooks 

and som e chew ed p e n c i ls  s i t t in g  th e r e  on th a t  fam ous  tab le .  O bviously  

she h ad  b een  doing h e r  h o m ew o rk  th e r e  fo r  s e v e ra l  n igh ts .  I did th ink  

I b e t t e r  p u t  a s top  to it. I t ' s  a  l i t t le  b i t  too m u ch  of a  m u se u m  fo r  that. 

And I w ish  I h ad  had  the n e rv e  to  t e l l  th e m  about the f i r s t  n igh t she 

. m oved  in , when see ing  th a t  beau tifu l  f i r e  la id  in  the f i r e p la c e  and 

r e m e m b e r in g  how n ice  i t  w as  a t  the  B r ic k  House to  go to s leep  by the 

f la m e s  dancing  u p w ard  on the  ce il in g , and having " sp e n d  the n igh t g u e s ts "  

w ith  h e r ,  she  dec id ed  to l ig h t the f i r e .  It w as  about tw elve  o 'c lo c k ,  

som eth ing  w as  the m a t t e r  w ith  the  d rau g h t ,  sm oke began  to  p o u r  out 

th ro u g h  the  ro o m  and p r e s e n t ly  ou t in to  the  h a l l  and you would have 

thought the  B r i t i s h  w e re  r e tu rn in g !  I ju s t  hope she  is  as  good a f r ie n d  

w ith  M r.  J .  B. W est and the  r e s t  of the s ta ff  a round  h e r e  a f te r  tha t ,  

bu t I h a v e n ' t  quite  c le a r e d  th a t  s to r y  in  m y  own m ind  fo r  te l l in g  yet.
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