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T his  h as  b een  one of th e - -p r o b a b ly  the  b e s t  o r  a t  l e a s t  one of 

th e  two o r  t h r e e  b e s t  days th a t  I have spen t in  the  W hite H ouse up to  

now, spen t in  th is  job th a t  i s .  M uch too e a r ly  th is  m o rn in g  I le f t  on a 

p lan e  w ith  L iz ,  M alc o lm  Kilduff, C o n g re s sm a n  Dan F lood , and 

R epub lican  C o n g re s sm a n  Jo e  M cD ade, B il l  B a tt  of ARA, and about fo r ty  

new sw om en, m o s t  of th e  u su a l  o n e s - - p e rh a p s  one unusual in  H elen  Baldwin 

who had com e up f ro m  W aco to  do a  s to r y  on m e .   A n d  then  I no ticed
I

In g r id  J e w e l l  who had b r ie fe d  us in  a  l e t t e r  th a t  shows th a t  she  knows 

w ell, f a r  m o r e  about th is  re g io n  than  I w ill  e v e r  be  ab le  to  le a r n  and 

to d ay  I  w as  glad to  se e  J o  R ip ley  along and i t  w as  c o m fo r ta b le  to  

look a ro u n d  and  s e e  W a r re n  W oodward now in  his  new ro le  with  

A m e r ic a n  A ir l in e s ,  bu t s t i l l  som ebody  th a t  I can s o r t  of go up and  lean  

m y  head on his  sh o u ld e r .

We w e r e  going to  W i lk e s - B a r r e  and S cran to n , P e n n sy lv a n ia ,  and 

on th e  w ay  Dan F lo o d  b r ie fe d  us about how long th e  a n th ra c i te  m in e s  had 

b een  on th e  dec lin e ,  about th e  m in e s  th a t  w e r e  on f i r e  and w e re  

im p e r i l in g  th e  h o m es  and th e  b u s in e s s e s  of p eo p le  a round , about how 

th e  unem ploym ent w as  tw ice  a s  m u ch  as  the  na tional a v e ra g e ,  th a t  is  

about e leven  p e r c e n t  in s te a d  of th e  five and o n e -h a lf  th a t  i s  th e  na tional 

a v e ra g e .  M o re  happily  he b r ie fe d  us on the  v e ry  v igo rous  w o rk  of the
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ARA in  th a t  sec t io n ,  in  s om e c a s e s  jo in ed  by  th e  A c c e le ra te d  W orks 

P r o g r a m  and a s s i s t e d  in so m e  w ays by the  H ealth , Education  and 

W e lfa re  C o m m ittee .  I t  w as  b eau tifu l  c o u n try  to  look down on, but w hen 

you saw  th e  v a s t  s c a r s  a c r o s s  th e  la n d sc a p e  f ro m  th e  m in ing  th a t  i s  

l i t e r a l ly  a  s u r fa c e  m in ing , you thought th a t  God did his b e s t  by th is  

coun try ,  bu t m a n  has c e r ta in ly  done h is  w o r s t  and now i t  i s  up to  m an

to  r e p a i r  i t .  Dan r e a l ly  le f t  j u s t  about a  m i n u t e for hi s R epub lican
V ' I^  'D co lleague , bu t I a m  s u re  he w il l  get in  h is  l ic k s  l a t e r .

We had b r e a k fa s t  a b o a rd  and w hen we a r r i v e d  a t  S cran to n , we 

hit th e  g round  running  and i t  w as  a  day of running . The f i r s t  p e r s o n  I saw  

w as  M rs .  S cran to n , th e  w ife  of th e  R epub lican  G o v e rn o r,  a  ch a rm in g ,  

ab le ,  ta c tfu l ,  de ligh tfu l w om an  and som ebody  I would like  to  know b e t te r .  

She w as by m y  s ide  a l l  day long, helpful, u n o b tru s iv e .  I 'd  s a y  in  any  

cam p a ig n  h e 's  got an  ab le  a s s i s t a n t .

T he next s ix  h o u rs  w e r e  packed . We w en t to  th e  C o u r th o u se  

s q u a re  a t  S cran to n . T h e re  w e r e  lo ts  of p eop le ,  th e  p re s e n ta t io n  of 

f lo w e rs ,  th e  M ayor, we w ent to  th e  pub lic  sq u a re _at_Wilkes - B a r re . .  I w as  

p r e s e n te d  th e  key  by som ebody  in p la c e  of th e  M ay o r,  who w as  i l l ,  

m o r e  f lo w e rs ,  to  G o ldsm ith  m i l l  w h e re  t h e r e  w as a p a y ro l l  of about a 

hundred  th a t  w as  saved  by the  jo in t  w ork  of the  com m unity  and  th e  ARA. 

We w en t to  th e  W yoming V alley  T e c h n ic a l  I n s t i tu te .  But it  is  v igne ttes  

^  and not t im e ta b le s  th a t  you r e m e m b e r .  I  r e m e m b e r  a t  the  W yoming



V alley  T e c h n ic a l  I n s t i tu te  a s k ing one m a n  who w as  le a rn in g  the  

t r a d e  of p a in t in g what he did bef o r e ,  h e   s a id  th a t  he had t h r e e  m in e s  c lo se  up

on him, in  his  own w ords; th a t  he dec id ed  th e n  th a t  he b e t t e r  get out of
//

th a t  b u s in e s s ."  He had b een  out of w o rk  fo r  two y e a r s  and th en  he h e a rd  

about th is  r e t r a in in g  p r o g r a m  and now he w as  le a rn in g  pa in ting  and 

he w as  p r e t ty  m u ch  a s s u r e d  of ge tting  a  job when he w as  out. At th a t  

p la c e  th ey  had a  woodw ork shop, a  m a c h in e  shop, an  au to  r e p a i r  shop, 

and  th e y  w e r e  ju s t  in s ta l l in g  p a in tin g  and p ap erh an g in g . T hey  a lso  

w o rk ed  w ith  hand icapped  p eop le .  T h e re  w as  one m a n  th e r e  who had 

one hand and  one c law . He had lo s t  th e  o th e r  hand in  an  in d u s t r i a l  

 ̂ a c c id e n t  and he w as  le a rn in g  cab in e t  m ak in g  and he p r e s e n te d  me w ith

a  bowl.

One of th e  th ings  I l iked  b e s t  about th a t  W yoming V alley  T e c h n ic a l  

In s t i tu te  i s  th a t  w o rk  w ent on t h e r e - - c l a s s e s  w ent on th e re --f ro m  8:00 

o 'c lo c k  in  th e  m o rn in g  un til te n  o 'c lo c k  a t  n ight,and  it  w as  a  v e ry  

r a m s h a c k le  old build ing  so obv iously  th e y  w e re  m ak in g  a lo t of u se  of 

w hat th ey  had and  M r.  R ay  T a y lo r ,  who w as  running  i t ,  sa id  th e y  had 

a lm o s t  co m p le te  a s s u r a n c e  of jobs  fo r  th e  peo p le  when th ey  f in ish ed  

th e i r  t r a in in g .  But i t ' s  m u ch  m o re .  I t ' s  v ig n e tte s  you r e m e m b e r .

P e o p le  and peo p le  and peop le  s t r e tc h e d  out in the  cold f ro s ty  s q u a re s  

a ro u n d  you^and a  l i t t le  ch ild  w ith  a  m u ff le r  r ig h t  up to  i t s  nose, and
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c h i ld re n  s i t t in g  on top of t he i r  f a t h e r ' s  sh o u ld e rs , and  o u ts t r e tc h e d  

hands in  e v e ry  d i re c t io n .  I 'v e  r e a l ly  enjoyed th e  day  and I th ink  

th e y  enjoyed m e .

We had lunch  a t  th e  hom e of th e  P r e s i d e n t  of W ilkes  C ollege ,

D r .  and  M rs .  F a r le y ,  and  ju s t  a s  we w e re  about to  w heel in to  th e i r  

d r iv e ,  I saw  a  s ign  th a t  I w an ted  to  r e a d .  I t  s a id  G eorge  C atlin , so  I 

a sk e d  if  th e  group  of c a r s  could p l e a s e  g r in d  to  a  halt,  a l l  s ix  of u s - - s i x  

c a r s  in  p r o c e s s i o n --almost pi l ed  up on each  o th e r ,  bu t I d id  get to  r e a d  

th e  s ign . I t ' s  odd th a t  when you l e a r n  about som eth ing  you keep on
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com ing a c r o s s  i t  m o r e  and  m o r e .  T h is  i s  th e  G eorge  C a tl in  who 

p a in te d  the Sioux, th e  D ako tas ,  th e  N ava jos ,  th e  Indians of th e  p la in s ,  

of O klahom a and K an sa s  and the  D akotas  and  he w as  b o rn  a  long w ays 

f ro m  w h e re  h is  ta le n t  cam e  to  f lo u r ish .  He w as  b o rn  t h e r e  in  S cran ton .

We had a  qu ie t r e s p i t e  fo r  lunch, v e ry  s h o r t  though. I have 

le a r n e d  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  r e s t  p e r io d s  u su a lly  ju s t  d is a p p e a r .  Then  

w e w en t to  W ilkes  C ollege and I w as  g lad  th a t  I had a  few m in u te s  to  

m e e t  w ith  so m e  of th e  s tu d e n ts ,  a lthough  I w as r a t h e r  shoved in to  a  

, S c ien ce  ro o m  w ith  a  bunch of s tu d en ts  t h e r e  and nobody to  in tro d u c e  m e  

so  I ju s t  s tood  up and  in tro d u c e d  m y s e l f  and ta lk e d  to  th e m  fo r  two o r  

t h r e e  m in u te s  and r e a l ly  fe l t  qu ite  a t  e a s e  w ith  th e m . The m a in  fee ling  

I have fo r  th e m  i s  envy b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  liv ing  in  a  to p -n o tc h  p e r io d  of 

{ th is  p la n e t 's  l ife  I th ink .
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F r o m  t h e r e  I w en t on in to  w hat th e  w hole  day w as  about and 

th a t  i s  th e  c e re m o n y  ded ica ting  th e  S c ience  C e n te r  a t  W ilkes  C ollege.

T he  m a in  s p e a k e r  w as  D r. F r a n k  G ra h a m , m y  old f r i e n d - -  f o r m e r  

P r e s id e n t  of N o r th  C aro l in a  U n iv e rs i ty  a t  C hapel H ill.  You c a n ’t  b ea t  

a  S ou thern  gen tlem an] You could  p r a c t i c a l ly  have w a ltzed  to  his sp eech  

a lthough  r e a l ly  i t  w as  fo r  too  long. He p a id  m e  th e  u su a l Sou thern  

g ra c e fu l  c o m p lim e n ts .

T h is  S c ience  C e n te r  i s  b e ing  b u il t  w ith  F e d e r a l  funds supplied  

by th e  ARA and  m a tc h e d  by lo c a l  m oney . T h a t i s  one of th e  th in g s  

I l iked  about th e  w hole fee l in g  of the  day, th a t  t h e r e  w e re  lo ca l  b r a in s ,  

lo c a l  in i t ia t iv e ,  and lo c a l  m o n ey  com ing  up f ro m  even so m e  of th e  

p o o r e s t  of p o ck e ts  to  help m e e t  th e  v e ry  s e r io u s  p ro b le m  th a t  con fron ts  

th e m . T he a im  of th e  C e n te r  i s  to  a t t r a c t  new in d u s t r i e s  fo r  the  

d e p r e s s e d  a r e a s  and if  th e y  tu r n  out f ro m  th e  S c ience  and g ra d u a te  c e n te r s  

so m e  s c ie n t i s t s ,  they  have RCA r ig h t  a t  hand a l r e a d y  w ith  a p lan t  th e r e .  

T hey  can  go to  w o rk  r ig h t  a t  hom e.

One of th e  s a d d e s t  a s p e c ts  of a  d e p r e s s e d  a r e a  th e se  days is  to 

th ink  of a l l  th e  young peop le  who leav e  th e i r  hom es in  s e a r c h  of 

so m eth in g  e l s e  and if  they  can  p ro d u c e  a  pool of te c h n ic ia n s  th e r e ,  

t h a t ' s  good b a i t  fo r  p o s s ib le  in d u s t r i e s .  I th ink  i t  i s  r a th e r  h e ro ic  

th a t  th ey  a r e  c e n te r in g  on e le c t ro n ic s , b e c a u s e  to  s tep  f ro m  the  coal

r -  '1
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in d u s t ry ,  long a  dying one, in to  th e  e le c t ro n ic s  in d u s t ry  w hich  is  

so m u ch  of th e  fu tu re  t h a t ' s  l ike  bu ild ing  th e i r  own econom ic  b r id g e s  

to  the  fu tu re .

1)

I  b e l ie v e  i t  w as  Dan F lo o d  who sa id  e a r l i e r  in  t h e  day n ev er

a g a in  a r e  w e going to  pu t a l l  of o u r  eggs in  one b a sk e t .  I t  u sed  to  be 

c o a l - -  th a t  w as  a l l  we h a d - -n o w  w e have E b e r h a r d - F a b e r  p e n c i ls ,  we 

have te x t i le  m i l l s ,  w e have RCA, we have a  lo t of o th e r  e le c t ro n ic s .

In  fac t ,  t h e r e  i s  an  a g en cy  of th e  P e n n sy lv a n ia  S ta te  G o v ern m en t c a l le d  

L IF E  and w o u ld n 't  you l ik e  to  have th e  p e r s o n n e l  m a n  who thought up 

th a t  n a m e ?--I  m e a n  the  p u b lic  re la t io n s  m a n .  I d o n 't  know ex ac tly  w hat 

th e  in i t ia ls  s tand  fo r ,  but i ts  job  i s  to  l u r e  new in d u s t r i e s .

One of th e  in te r e s t in g  and  r a t h e r  sad  a s p e c ts  th a t  I w as  to ld  

w as  th a t  the  te x t i le  m i l l s  em ployed  p r in c ip a l ly  w om en and th a t  m e a n t  

in  a  lo t of f a m il ie s  i t  w as  th e  w om an  who w as  th e  w age e a r n e r  and the  

m a n  w h o .s tay ed  hom e and  cooked th e  m e a ls  and w ash ed  th e  d ia p e r s .  

C o n s id e r in g  th a t  th ey  w e r e  m o s t ly  of S lavic o r ig in ,  ju s t  th ink  w hat 

about tw en ty  y e a r s  of th a t  would do to  th e  so c io lo g ica l  a s p e c ts  of a 

com m unity .

T h e re  w as  so m u ch  to  ta k e  in, so m u ch  f la v o r ,  so m uch  

h is to ry ,  so m u c h  e c o n o m ic s !  One th ing  I co u ld n 't  help  but look a t w ith  

i n t e r e s t  w e re  th e  s t r a n g e  old h o u ses  s t r e tc h e d  out a long  th e  bank of the  

' ' S usquehanna. To m e  th ey  looked like  a  f o rm  of V ic to r ia n  - -  v e ry  o rn a te ,
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v e ry  i m p r e s s iv e  bu t not e n t i r e ly  V ic to r ia n .  I a sk e d  som ebody  and

th ey  s a id  th e y  w e r e  th e  hom es of th e  old coa l b a ro n s ,  th e  v e ry  w ea lth y  peop le
K

of long ago. M rs .  F a r l e y  s a id  the  nam e we ca l l  th e m  i s  b a s ta r d
/ /  ~  

a n th r a c i t e . . . And so th e  day w o re  on, a  m o n tag e  of f a c e s ,  o u ts t re tc h e d

hands in  th e  b it in g  cold, a  boy p e r c h e d  on his d ad d y 's  should e r ,  c h i ld re n

w an ting  a u to g ra p h s ,  r o s e s .  I t  w as  a  day I loved  liv ing  and f in a lly  about

fo u r  o 'c lo c k  w e got back  to  th e  W i lk e s - B a r r e -  S cran to n  A irp o r t .  I

s a id  goodbye to  everybody , shook a  few  hundred  m o r e  hands and sa id

goodbye l a s t  of a l l  to  M rs .  S c ran to n ,  c l im b ed  on th e  p la n e  and  cam e

hom e. On th e  w ay th e r e  w as  th e  r e l i e f  of sandw iches  and d r in k s  and  good

ta lk  w ith  th e  r e p o r t e r s .  T hen, w as  th e  end of the  day  w hen w e got to

W ashing ton?  No!  I had a l l  of te n  m in u te s  to  change m y  c lo th es  and

get d o w n s ta ir s  fo r  a  s ix - th i r t y  m e e t in g  w ith  th e  D e m o c ra t ic  N ational

C o m m it te e m e n  and  w om en  and  th e  S ta te  C h a irm e n  and  V ice  C h a irm e n ,

I would say  p ro b a b ly  150 p eo p le  in  a l l .  I t  w as  r e a l  p le a s a n t  to  s e e  how

m a n y  of th e m  I could c a l l  by  t h e i r  f i r s t  n a m e s -  M a r th a  M cKay of

N o rth  C a ro l in a ,  w hom  I could  h a rd ly  r e s i s t  hugging, E m m a Guffey

M il le r ,  of P e n n sy lv a n ia -- p len ty  of c o n v e rsa t io n  about h e r  hom e s ta te ,

o u r  own d u ra b le  Hilda W e in e r t  f ro m  T e x a s ,  M rs .  R o sen th a l  of

C onnec ticu t.

A f te r  th e  re c e iv in g  lin e  we w en t in to  th e  S ta te  Dining R oom  fo r  

r e f r e s h m e n ts ,  Lyndon a c tu a l ly  m a d e  m e  s tand  up and give th e m  a

•I
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l i t t l e  g re e t in g  and then  he found a c h a i r  in  th e  m id d le  of th e  r o o m - -

of th e  S ta te  D ining R oom  of th e  W hite H ouse!--s tood  up on i t  and m a d e  

th e m  a  l i t t le  sp eech  about o u r  a im s  and  p la n s .  And r a t h e r  qu ick ly  we 

le f t  i t  in  th e  g ra c e fu l  and  f r ie n d ly  hands of M a rg a r e t  P r i c e -  s a id  o u r  

goodbyes to  ev e ry b o d y , got a  h e l ic o p te r  s tand ing  out by th e  W hite 

H ouse  on th e  South law n b e c a u s e  in  th e  m id d le  of th e  lin e  he had leaned  

o v e r  to  m e  and sa id  "W ould you l ik e  to  go to  Cam p David? If you would, 

get you r c lo th es  p ack ed  and we w ill  go in  tw en ty  m in u te s .  And so he had 

se n t  som ebody  e ls e  to  phone M r.  and  M rs .  M c N a m a ra , who happily  

a r e  u sed  to  th e  s p u r - o f - th e -m o m e n t  th in g s .  T hey  c a m e  and b ro u g h t 

t h e i r  son  C ra ig  and we flew  off in to  th e  n igh t— 7:30 o r  8:00 I should  

th ink , headed  fo r  th e  p e a c e  and  qu ie t of Cam p David,
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